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-TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE” 


{Pur3s omnia pura) 


—Aiah Ptovnh 


** Niuna corrotta mcnte intesc mai sanamente parole ** 

Dicavuron *'—comlusion 


•• Erubuit, posmique mciim Lucrelia hbrum 
Seel coram Bruto Brute! recede, leget ** 

— Ma} Ual 


•' Miewlx est de ns que de larmes esenpre, 

Pour ce que nre est le propre des bommes 

—Rabelais 


*• The pleasure we derive from perusing the Thousand-and-One Stories 
maVes us regret that we possess only a comparatively small part of these 
truly enchanting fictions 


—Crichton’s “ History oj Atabta, 




i\'o 6o. 


The T^'c of the Damsel Tohfat 
al-Kulub. 

“ Piesei)Lly, she '-cl it a'Side and taking the 
lute, tightened its sitings , . Then she turned 
and satv-withih the chamber an old man, hand¬ 
some indiis hoarincss and statel}' of semblance.” 
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niKiK\L sirnnoLMT j. nnun^n>: 


V* Gr * T I , 

lo vl^urtT v^i*h tv^rc Cv 1 t> I 

l!nn tA tiiV j<rr of y^ * ih.p' , tnv i)r^i 

fri''Ji<!* *'Iv •'iS^ly ;r;*H5 v:^*{ f?f I ,hl 

!oj '11)^ Ni!;n*lr in^ Afjr*i rr '"“t to K:r.) t/•' 

CA u’ rl r^t^l firht tl jf ih^' liMf*** tA‘rn <■^f , 

.“irifjV'Uf'A u'x^, of vt hr' .^ntl th^ Hntli i of uix'',iui'ii* , 

K* rr *Oi?r .ifictrr m<! nftnfJto! 

nuzuMuy i\ nuumv. 
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Till-: TKANSLATOH'S R)Ki:\V(jRn, 


AriiJ: £’n*t:r55in thrinl-’' atul 

%\fiD h<%r h»jnif‘!!rt:d **'rju NuTHr^ ^ Ntcin‘* 

(K^rni S'"vn-"Sy) wtih shur pAtr^nafy :»{ni *5pp!»>K 

I \\# 7 uh! jnu r;n tl^:n tny ** A? 5 Un< ;it':tl Kt:c^*‘ rr£* Uy 
man; rxlR.ti^trvlj Atu* '!pt I ati p^icJure wotl. 

onh by ni* c f a •»;u \\a \i < ^u^r,* ?vc SuppN'jn* nt. I ?h< rcf^'U* 
pjivj'.-1 tn yriuX \u^ X p;ib!,^h), f'l psivatc dicislAts^^n (isc 

\olunjCA, lc.vn5?i; titb*-- 

hUITLL^fnCfAL XlGIiTS 

To r;;r ii:n^r o»< 

11! E TUOUSAEl) KiCins AEP A MCI IT. 

Ths\ :tr<l rucct^ {N<r* i< ?r‘.u ii.) o'^ani 

Mn jtbn ^ frv,a xht Ara\nc; la* tlutc tunv% 

bcin;: ircUnfui in my nre tnbun friTm the 

Ibeslrxi JAhtT*n wliMe they are <li*,iribut<^<2 thr voUHni*> 

l-'U^ren No'. iv* mui Mi., and fixmi thr Cnl'uUA haymint t 4 
1 S 14 . I can rTV liulc foi t{v‘ ’‘lylc ox thr ''tery-vtxdf contained 
in thr. Brcslm U.\t, v.!nr!i b-vn <dn^d v*ilh plicnoaicnnl 
incurioie urcr. Many p.^tis arc h^^jvh‘:"ly corniptci, v.lnPt at 
pic'cnt \vc luivc nr» menre. of an^ndiru; the comml and rd 
Mipplynif: the oitib i by crmiMrinno vAth othd tnanU'cripts, 
The Arabic i;; net only faulty, but dty avA jijunc, compariro^ 
badly \Ajth ih M of the ^*Thou*end Nipht^ and n nr, it 

nppevrs in the Macnaplutn ma! the nbuMf:ed Hulak Te\t«v. 
Sundry of the talcs are fvude; the majunty hn^* littie to rccom* 
naud it, anti not n fev, xcquiic a unincr tatlu.r ihnxi a traiu^lator. 
Yet they are valuable xo sUulcntq as rdiowin^^ the difTercnt sources 
and the hclcrof^cncous materials from and of which the 
Saga-book has been compounded. Some aic, mot cover, sinking 
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llic Trausiators Foraconl 


and novel, especially parts of the senes entitled King Shah 
Bakht and his Al-Kahwan (pp. 123-240). Interesting’ 

also IS the Tale of the ‘‘Ten Wa/ars(pp 35-112), marking 
the transition of the Persian Balvhti}ar-Namch into Arabic. In 
this text also and in tins only is found Galland’s popular talc 
“ Abou-Ha.san; or, the Sleeper A^\akened,** xvhich I haxc 
entitled The Sleeper and the Wakcr.** 

RICHARD F. BURTON. 

]U\!OP Tn\VELIl-RS’ 

D.anlcr 1, 1SS6 
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SUPI'LEMEXTAL NIGHTS 


70 jvt j oojc or Tur 


TIlorSANl) nr;i(ts and a night 


THE SI.EI-l’EK AM) TiiE WAKER/ 

It inth rc me, O Ktni:, thit ;j\c:c .tJ 

h> the C^tllplunlc of Ilaron :i vwn und a 

mcH'lnns* Iru! r< .vjn Afui a1*Hu^ m jUKhilPi by I'r^rne ^ 

*J'hL i!Hrch;>rU died pjjvit of v r il;]; n h;^ 'i.ho 

divjtti d It into iwo ctpi'il whtri if lo" 1 ti*l wp i.iul ftpimi 

of tlu‘ ulluT hilf; nnti iic bd! to ruinpituin:^ **vith Vu »muI 
^»5lh til?:.*tho fue:c{ntU‘rand lu'K^ivc hiniM up to^qwcddnnk* 


1 Ar*tb ua h no* in 4 ? r 

rr r : b‘U h b-'r dri?, p, ht',. 

ceK^in ct Ui* lo »»! 1 ' nsit^'r- 

»• (,J iJjf ^ ^ \ ^ jJ.j* 

r^iU 4 he id -,5 hfCt^WxX’^ ^ Pin du<*''\irr^} 

p5 A^'di'c iPc *rj» prn?v»,r. <vpj'**cl it u.si'. 

n«in4%r* t: ?i* to Invc td>^% M fr*^ni \s » rifd**!! PilPr iPiM o^ir 

4^^;t 5"" M u'‘n Ia 'viriJf) pv^tfcA? i\ntl c'I^t \ \*h ch h»* apiMrr'Ut) 

(juj roi Ijxn* u c\^%p Hi r* ih*U it*t ri'<*( an i 

p-^rtion h n*5 Pur iw a i\ i,i^ trrlr'^i to th’jil Unt 

It J% net a t'M« rt ** tiV <( 'lie Npht^ H* Pn P. Jt \n M-I'Hrili vho 
fin* Ped hP r) nt-o.ii tPr clc>^ cd SnPoi Mn'='t’ifA tP^ t) nn" P s 

circii A H a*ii he a'*aiU l*'rj rlf of ihj* 

a*? it 1% **n 3 r;arrl in a jt’mjde and n;Ti.e'*»Ve rnAr.ner “ Mr, l\ur.c 
rrm.irH ‘‘The r;Vnc lulc {A^V^p and A\\'Ar} r, of enur-e Intends to trVl 
tin* centn'^t \kI* ♦^en the e\ef)dl“iy {rr vAUtu^) hotUN of APnalhutn and Im 
fantvtlc hfc in the KhAliffi ptlite, In htm to hwo pi-i^r! In n 

drrarn*’: 1 na> add tint ajnn«.*^l frtd.t *nte Tx-it^m tie ivu*j the adventure 
mij;ht often have Inpjv'ned and iliat it nr^lit Invc jirtvcn a hint to Cervvintc* 

2 i f, The VAif^ See vol i ri^jh* : the old \crsion calln him *'th^ 
Debauchee ” 

3 Arab ‘*Abr5m**; a peoph* ftnicd for drvcnitri and debauchcr)*, I 

Cunrot tec uliv l-ane omitted the unJc>s he had Tcrshin friends at 

Cairo, 
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2 Supplemental Nights. 

ing and good eating, till all the wealth ^ he had with him was wasted 
and wantoned; whereupon he betook himself to his friends and 
comrades and cup-companions and expounded to them his case, dis- 
covenng to them the failure of that which was in his hand of wealth. 
But not one of them took heed of him or even deigned answer him. 
So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken) 
and related to her that which had happened to him and what had 
befallen him from his friends, how they had neither shared with 
him nor requited him with speech. Quoth she, O Abu al- 
Hasan, on this wise are the sons® of this lime: an thou have aught, 
they draw thee near to them,® and if thou have naught, they put 
thee away from them.” And she went on to condole with him, 
what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he 
repeated these lines:— 

An wane my wealth, no man will succour me, -if When my wealth 
waxeth all men friendly show ; 

How many a friend, for wealth show'cd friendliness ^ Who, wdien 
my wealth departed, turned to foe I 

Then he sprang up and going to the place wherein was the other 
half of his good, took it and lived with it well; and he sware that 
he would never again consort with a single one of those he had 
known, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain 
even him but one night and that, when it morrowed, he would never 
know him more. Accordingly he fell to sitting every eventide on 
the bridge over Tigris and looking at each one who passed by 
him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, ho made fnends with 
him and carried him to his house, where he conversed and 
caroused with him all night till morning. Then he dismissed him 
and would never more salute him with the Saldm nor ever more 
drew near unto him neither invited him again. Thus he con¬ 
tinued to do for the space of a full year, till, one day, while he 
sat on the bndge, as was his wont, expecting who should come 
to him so he might take him and pass the night with him, behoid 
up came the Caliph and Masrur, the Sworder of his vengeance * 
disguised in ‘merchants* dress, according to their custom. So 
Abu al-Hasan looked at them and rising, because he knew the 
not, asked them, “ What say ye ? Will ye go with me to m 
dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and dnnk what is at 

1 T f . the half he intended for spending-money. 

2 t f, '• men,*' a characteristic Arab idiom, here it aonlTPc At. 

of all time Sons 

3 t e ^makejnuch. of thee - . 

4 In Lane the Caliph is accompanied by “ certain of his domestics 



7/.r iitj fir 

h.uvlj to v.tt, :\\v\ m<4t nnd \v;n? d ? *' 

The Oh*ph refused htit hr cf^njutrd hhri :\iui mkJ to hhu, 
A!bh U)^ n tlue» O my Lorih '’‘hh me. far thou Mi my 
ihr- nitrht. r»nd hmtllv tint my ha|v'. fd thee! ** And hr re.trc 1 not 
to prc'-' hitn till he con^'Mttod; v^IimcaI Ahu aMTiun rejoiced 
and vr.ilkm>4 on heforc him, i»avc nf‘t over v,iOi him till 

tliry cime to tuir hiAv^e ;unl he c^tricv! the Cahjot into the 
AhKa'^hii! enteted ;» hall tntch nij a!t thnn ’^av.’c t u ntnl j^iiouha 
ujMin its walls ilvm h.i*lsl Kludd mir\cl‘;; and had^t thou IsvtKrd 
r«arrovvly at i'o» thou ha\c n foimtain 

r red with j^uM. Tbv Caliph made In man ahi at t!n: ih)or; 
and, ;iiv$cvm ae he ‘«attd. the ho t bron^dd him ‘^nnowhiil 
to f it; ro he ate, and Abu -d*!bein ntc v.;ih him ih d citmi; 
mirthi be hd to him. Then he rvuiovc^d titc tra) and they 
wa^lird lh» ir Iruuls and the Commander of the Fauhful 'it down 
iir;ain ; whcretipin Abn aMla^m '^et rn tin; <hinJ h,i ve^ e]s md 
ivralinj' hinneU by hi ^ :ddn, frll to rdlim: and him to drink’ 

and uUertaintnft Idtn with di'enune. And wln^n tlo'y hid drunk 
their tniffu iancy the h >$X tailed for a rlavc^pul id c .1 btanch ol 
Ikm whu Irok a hue and sus;( to it thue Iwu coupK'e :— 

O thou rt\e dwihfut in in> lieart* • Wlnlean th> form h far fro.u 

Thou an m) sprite lo tre nea*-n, * Vet ti^-arcn neir nrt thou, nn 

Hjs Iki vitality pbiiwxl the Caliph and the fpv>i!Hness nf has 
rnimicr-, and he Mid to him, *‘0 youth, \vl:o aU thou ’ Mala* 
me nrquamt*nl with tiiyrelf, 1 may n^jmte thec thy Ktndne s/’^ 
Itul Abu abllaMH rmilcd and raid, O my lord, far be U. ab^ ! 
that what is pi't should attain come to pi's and that I onujuny 
with thee at othci time than thb timer' Tim iVlnce of True 
Believers arked, Why ro? and why wilt thou not n<quiint me 
with thy case?*' and Abu abUnsan ansv.viod, "Mvngw, O my 
lord, that my story is strange and tlud thetc is a came for tfiis 
nffair/* Quoth AKUashid, ** And what is the canto; ? ** nnd tpioth 
he, “ The cai^c hath a trdld* The Calqds® laiu:in*d at hi*' words 

i At.ib MmnhhiV/* in a y! Uie^r, of in 

iin OM n, an tArtlu n jit pr^i br:A!i:ik to tt’r oi v lurh th*” '■roi5'*“ or 

iunniwHof d<><e;h are ippU*it: ** it iili;bttr ih^a ovrr b'ti^d. cmIK if 
U b*t lu'ifb thin and kA\i:nc<!** Sec Al'Shduri, a nnihcal writer <nio"ttal 
by Dory. 

z In other part^* of The XintUi Hantn aJ-UA**hld drehn^* wine drinhinj;. 

3 The ysiUmtli {<^>ctis^;Tnuc) Sascc fp 2x2, Ojmjna.uKe Phllotos^y, 
Ixindon. Trulner, xSSy) aeci f'vr Inck tor Khihfah ^ a dfiuuy,a MiccesKir. 
He Ivc^di''! ''ith the SrmilJC (Ihhrcw?) tool *♦ Klnhph' jo change, 
oxclnngr iimrc ♦* Khilrph" a^,io. From iln^ the Grccls got their 
^vXkvfivi and Cicero his “CoUybus/* a tnoneyMcndcr. 
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and Abu al-Hasan said, “ I will expiain to thee this saying by the 
talc of the Larrikin and the Cook. So hear thou, O my lord, the 


STORY OF THE LARRIKIN^ AND THE COOK'" 

One of the ne’er-do-wells found himself one fine morning 
without au^ht and the A\orkLwas stiaitencd upon him and 
patience failed him; so he lay down to sleep and ceased not 
slumbering till the sun slang him and the foam came out upon 
his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had 
not even so much as a single dirham. Presently he arrived at 
the shop of a Cook, who had set his pots and pans over the fire 
and washed his sauceis and \Mped his scales and swept his shop 
and sprinkled it, and indeed liis fats and oils were clear and 
clarified and his spices fragrant, and he himself stood behind his 
cooking-pots ready to seive customers. So the Larnkin, whose 
wits had been sharpened by hunger, went in lo hun and saluting 
him, said to him, ** Weigh me half a dirham’s ivorth of meat and 
a quarter of a dirham’s worth of boiled gram- and the like of 
bread.” So the Kitchener weighed it out to him and the good- 
for-naught entered the shop, whereupon the man set the food 
before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked 
the saucers and sat perplexed, knoiving not how he should do 
with the Cook concealing the pace of that he had eaten, and 
turning his oyes about upon everything in the shop; and as he 
looked, behold, he caught sight of an earthen pan lying arsy- 
\ ersy upon, its mouth.; so he raised it from the ground and found 
under it a horse’s tad, freshly cut off and the blood oozing from 
It, ivhereby he knew that the Cook adulterated his meat ivith 
horseflesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein 
and w’ashmg his hands, bowed his head and ivent out, and when 

1 Arab “Harfush," (m Bresl Edit iv 138. “ Ivliarfush m pomiKr 

parlance a " blackguard ” I have to thank Mr Alexander J Cotheal, of Neu 
York, for sending me a MS copy of this tale ' " 

2 Arab -Ta'am/* in Egypt and Somaliland = millet seed (Holn,. 
Soighum) cooked m various vs ajs In Barbar>' it is applied to the local staff nf 
life, Kuskusu. wheaten or other flour damped and granulated by hand to tk 
size of peppercorns, and lastly steamed (as we steam potatoes), the culWl ^ 
pot being placed over a long-necked jar full of boiling vvate- It is 

with clanfied butter, shredded onions and meat. and it represents the f ^ 
of Korthern Italy Europeans geherally find it too greasy for digestion tk 
B arbary staff of life is of old date and is thus mentioned by Leo Afncan ^ 
earl) sixth century "It is made of a lump of Dow, first set upon 
in a vessel full of holes and afterwards tempered with Butter and Poif 
So sa)S good Master John Pory, " A Geographical Histone of Africa hi " 
Leo, a Moor," London, 1600, impensis George Bishop ' 
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Story of the Larrikin and the Cook. 

“ As !u; looked, behold, he caught sight of an 
carihein pan lying nrsy-versy upon its mouth; so 
he raised it from the ground and found under it 
a horse's tail, freshly cut olf and the blood oozing 
frotn it; wherein* he knew that the Cook aduitorated 
his meat with hor-seOtsh.” 
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caroused with him and he uith rnc, and I lavished all my money 
on comrades aiid good cheer, till there remained \\ith me naught; 
whereupon 1 betook myself to the friends and fcllow'-topcrs upon 
w'hom I had wasted my wealth, so perhaps they might provide 
for my case ; but, when I ^dsitcd them and went round about to 
them all, I found no vantage in one of them, nor W’ould any so 
much as break a bittock of bread in my face. So I wept for 
myself and Tepa;ring to my mother, complained to her of my case. 
Quoth she:—Such are friends; an thou have aught, they frequent 
thee and devour thee, but, an thou have naught, the}* cast thee 
off and chase thee aw'ay. Then I brought out the other half of 
my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more 
entertain any save one single night, after which I would never 
again salute him nor notice him; hence my saying to thco:—Far 
be it, alas I that what is past should again come to pass, for I 
will never again company with thee after this night/’ When the 
Commander of the Faithful heard this, he laughed a loud laugh 
and said, “ By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in 
this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath 
a tail. Nevertheless, Inshallah, I will not sever myself from 
thee/* Replied Abu al-Hasan, “ O my guest, did I not say to 
thee, Far be it, alas! that what is past should again come to 
pass^ For indeed I wall nc%er again foregather with any*** 
Then the Caliph rose and the host set before him a dish of roast 
goose and a bannock of first-bread^ and sitting doivn, fell to 
cutting off morsels and morselling the Caliph therewith. They 
gave not over eating till they were filled, when Abu al-Hasan 
brought basin and ew^er and potash^ and they w\ashed their 
hands. Then he lighted three w’ax-candies and three lamps, and 
spreading the drinking-cloth, brought strained wine, clear, old 
and fragrant, w'-hose scent w^as as that of wgin musk. He filled 
the first cup and saying, “ O my boon-companion, be ceremony 
laid aside betw^een us by thy leave ! Thy slave is by thee; may 
I not be afflicted with thy loss 1 ” drank it off and filled a second 
cup, w^hich he handed to the Caliph wdth due reverence. His 
fashion pleased the Commander of the Faithful, and the goodh- 
ness of his speech and he said to himself, ‘‘By Allah, I 
assuredly requite hnn for this I Then Abu al-Hasan ffled the 


t < e . of the first half, as has been shov\n 

2 Arab Kumajah from the Persian Knmash = bread unlea\enef^ « 
bahed in ashes Eg^'ptians use the word for bannocks of fine fiour ^ 

3 Arab “Ivali/' our '»alcaU”. for this and other abstergents'i 

night t* 
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cup noi5n nncl hnnded it to the C\Hph, reciting thc^^c two 
couplet';:*— 

Had wc tltv coming knoH’n* we would fnr i^ncriucc ♦ pound 

thee out hrarlV blood or blnckncc^i of the tyttr*; 

A)% and w*c v,ouh! Inve ’^'pmd our bvVouK* \n thy * That so 

thy feel tnighl fare on cyelith. carpet-wi^c. 

When the Cnliph heard his voices, he took the cup from his hnnd 
and ki?*^(d it and drank it off and retunicd it to Abu al«ILii>an, 
who make him an obcKnncc and filled and drank. Then he filled 
again and ki'^sipe; the ctip thrice, ro^'itcd the^^e lines:— 

Vour prerence honoutx'lh the hsfc, * And we confers the deed of 

ptare; 

And >ou absent your^lf from • No freke \».r fji.d to fill your place. 
Then lie gave the cup to the Caliph, saying, '' Dnnk it in health 
.'^nd 5-oiuKhie^a! It docih .away malady and bringolh remedy and 
rcnf.th the runnels of health to flow free.*' So they coa-cd not 
caiouMng and conversing til! middle night, \vhtn the Cihph said 
tn JnV' ho'^t, ^*0 my brother, hvA thou in (hy heart .a concupiscence 
tliou woukiit have nccomph^hcd or a contingency thou uouldst 
avert?** Said he, ** By Allah, there h no uvrot in my heart 
saw tint I am not em[>’j;vered vnth bidding and forbidding, so 1 
micht mainge v.lnt is in my mind!” Quoth the Comminder 
of the railhful, ‘*By Alhh, and again by Allah,® O my brother, 
tell me what is in thy mind!” And quoth Abu al-IIasan, 
Would Heaven I mi:ht be Caliph for one day and avenge 
my:*df on my ncighlnurs. for tint in my vicinity is a mosque and 
theuin four rhaykhr, v.ho bold it a gri#'\ance when thete cometh 
a guest to me, and they trouble me witli talk and worry me in 
words and menace me that they will romp] lin of me to the 
Prince of True Believer'^, and indctd they ojiprcss me c\cccd- 
ingly, ami 1 crave of .Ml di the Mo* t High puw’cr for one day, that 
I may beat each and every of them with four hundred lashes, as 
well as the Imam of the nuKque, and parade (hem round about 
the city of Bighd id and bid cry before them :•—This is the icv.ard 
and the Ici* t of the reward of whoso CKCoedcth in talk and ve\cth 
the folk and turncth their joy to annoy. This is what I wish, 
and no more.” Said the Caliph, Allah grant thee that thou 
seckest 1 Let us crack one last cup and ri‘*c ere the daw n draw’ 
near, and to-morrow niglit I w*iii bo with ihee again.” Said Abu 


X Thi^w lintTi ha\c uccurreU in vol. i. 1 quote Mr. Payne 

2 Ata!> **Ya*l!ab, jA MUli'*: vtiU* u^cd for ‘’Look sluqji** 

*Uali jin, )A wal'uB* “ Pe off at once, boy,** 
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al-Hasan, Far be it 1 Then the Caliph crowned a cup, and 
putting therein a piece of Cretan Bhang,' gave it to his host and 
said to him, My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from 
my hand 1 ” and Abu al-Hasan answered, “ Ay, by thy life, I will 
dnnk it from thy hand,’* So he took it and drank it off; but 
hardly had it settled in his stomach, when his head forewent Ws 
heels and he fell to the ground like one slain; whereupon the 
Caliph went out and said to his slave Masrur, ** Go in to yonder 
young man, the house master, and take him up and bring him to 
me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.** So 
saying, he went away, whilst Masrur entered, and taking up Abu 
ahHasan, shut the door behind hun, and made after Ins master, 
till he reached with him the^palacc what while the night drew to 
an end and the cocks began crowing,- and set him down before 
the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him.® Then he 
sent for ]a*afar the Barmecide and uhen he came before him, 
said to him, ** Note thou yonder young man” (pointing to Abu 
abHasan), “ and when thou shalt see him to-morrow seated in 
my place of estate and on the throne* of my Caliphate and clad 
in my royal clothing, stand thou in attendance upon him and 
enjoin the Emirs and Grandees and the folk of niy household and 
the officers of my realm to be upon their feet, as in his service 
and obey him in whatso he shall bid them do; and thou, if he 
speak to thee of aught, do it and hearken unto his say and 
gainsay him not in an3dhing during this coming day.** Ja’afar 
acknowledged the order with Hearkening and obedience ** and 
withdrew, whilst the Prince of True Believers W’ent in to the 
palace women, who came up to him, and he said to them, ‘'When 
this sleeper shall awake to-morrow, kiss ye the ground between 
his hands, and do ye wait upon him and gather round about 
him and clothe him in the royal clothing and serve him vnth the 
ser\rice of the Caliphate and deny not aught of his estate, but 
say to him, Thou art the Caliph/* Then he taught them what 

1 Arab Banj a\vritasbi/‘ a term 'which has occurred before, 

2 A natural clock, called by West Afneans Cokkerapeek = Cock-speak 

All the ^\o^ld over it is the subject of superstition see Giles’s “Stranee 
Stories from a Chinese Studio'* (i 177), where Miss Li, who is a deiil hear^ 
the cock crow and vanishes * ^ 

3 In Lane Al-Rashid *• found at the door his young men waiting for him 

and ordered them to convey Abu 4 -Hasan upon a mule and returned to 
palace, Abu-l-Hasan being mlo'dcated and insensible And when th^ 
Khaleefeh had rested himself m the palace, he called for/’ etc ^ 

4 Arab *' Kursi,” Assyrian *' Kussu ” throne, and “ Korsai *' 

Aramaic (or Nabathean as Al-hlas’udi calls it), the second growth-period of 
the ** Semitic" family, which supplanted Assyrian and Babylonian 
became, as Arabic now is, the common speech of the “ Semitic " world ’ ^ 
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they fhoukl to hitn and how they ^holdd do uUh him nnd 
withdmwing Ion retired room,^ let dov,n n curtain before himself 
nnd ^^ept. Thus fared it vdth the Cnhph ; but ns rcf^nrds 
Abu n]-na>nn, he gave not over Mimiiui: in Ins sleep till the day 
brake rlear, nnd the rNin^ of the sun drew near, when n \\oman 
in waitmc ennui up to hitn nnd said to him, our lord, the 
morran^ P'-k'U Hcnnui; tliea* v.md^ he hushed nnd opening 
hist^cs. tunudthern ibaut t!u pnince and found huuM If m an 
apirtm*mt walls were pointed with gold nm! lapis laruli 

and itsVciiing dotted ami ^lasted willi rod gcdck Around it were 
skepinn: elranb' r*-, %vith curtrdns nf gokl ornbrinch red silk let 
down o\ar th dr doors, and all abcut nf gold and porrelain 

nnd crystal and furnilute and di-prcul and I imps btuning 

l^fore the nbwlicrom men pra\c.d, and sh\c girls and eunuchs 
and ?daniclukTS and bl^lcl: and b^^^' and and 

attendants, Wlun he ’aw th?** he vm-^ btwiKkred in his wit 
arc! saidf ‘* I'y Alkth, rithe^ ! nru dreaming a dream, or lliis is 
I^iHidiu. MuS tie ,\bvh' of INsrc'! * And he shut his eye-and 
would hec skpl agsin. one of the ctuuuhs, O my 

lord, thk iiv m''t nf thy vnnt, O Command^: of the I'aithful!*’ 
Tiit-U t!m of tile Inmlmaid' of tiu pdare cauw up to him 
and lifted hhu into a Mtting psvsture, when In- found hum elf 
up^^n a mattwn^. t d^c 1 a cubir'^ Ini^^ht from the ground and 
all "-luiii il with silk. So they seated him upon it and 

propped in- <’;!> ew with a pdlnw, and he looked .tt the npirimuU 
nnd its s and ^uw those eunuchs and shve-girk in at* 

lend men upon him and standing ab ml hk lu id, wdH**eiipon he 
laughed at huiK^If and iaid, V*y Alhh, *lii not ns 1 wiic on 
wake, yet I am not asleep!"* And in Ins peoplesity he bov.td 
his rhin upm his bosom and then optned hisejc', little by httle, 
rinding and ** Whit h this state wdierctn I find nuM-df^*’ 

Then he ar<i e and rat up, wjulst the dinu^ds 1 uighe 1 at him 
prnity; and he was bewikh red in his v.it, and Ini hi‘> fing<*r: and 
as the bite plined him, he < neJ Oh * *’ and wis ic'asl; and the 


1 Arab *‘MnL<ti nnb;;ib/* winch rtndT-’'’i b) *‘a pruatc 

and Pavne by a ^‘p’-iv) p\Tic/’ dn* th^* CihpU •'If p* In a nijmtrn 

cent So, vhcc startme for the *’ Catnpg^n/' Sir Charlci Xapir-r (of 

Sit'd}, in hh» real fo*- hrhtetihn; ln?tr»r,c chn * a \\*a*er- 

dc'ct tent (nr hit linil quirtcrn—m’U'rt* cimt th» not of the "naO. who had a 
fetniju^c f of him. but of tl c mulntude '♦ ho hi/l not 

2 Arab. '* Dar aPSalam.*' one ofthe*'r\on *'Cardens'* into which the 

MohammHin Paraih^^ u disnlrd ManSi fihksl hn| plnr*’*? In a 

Garden (kdsn) and ilu -tion cane natitralb that it would continue 

there Tor the *c\rn llMvcn*’, ••f'e sol m nicht dccc\M 




lo Supplmcnial Ntghts. 

Caliph watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed. 
Presently Abu ahHasan turned to a damsel and called to her; 
whereupon she ans^Ycred, “ At thy service, O Prince of True 
Believers ! Quoth he, “ What is thy name ? " and quoth she, 
“Shajarat al-Durr.*’' Then he said to her, By the protection 
of Allah, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful ? ’’ She 
replied, “ Yes, indeed, by the protection of Allah thou in this 
time art Commander of the Faithful.'* Quoth he, ** By Allah, 
thou best, O thousandfold whore^! ** Then he glanced at the 
Chief Eunuch and called to him, uhcicupon he came to him and 
kissing the ground before him, said, Yes, O Commander of the 
Faithful.** Asked Abu ah Hasan, ** Who is Commander of the 
Faithful ? ’* and the Eunuch ans’vv ered “ Thou And Abu al-Hasan 
said, “ Thou licst, thousandfold he-whore that thou art I ’* Then 
he turned to another eunuch and said to him, “O my chief,* by 
the protection of Allah, am I Prince of the True Believers ? ’* 
Said he, “ Ay, by Allah, O my lord, thou art in this time Com¬ 
mander of ihe Faithful and Viceregent of the Lord of the three 
Worlds." Abu al-Hasan laughed at himself and doubted of his 
reason and was bewildered at 'what he beheld, and said, In one 
night do I become Cahph ? Yesterday I was Abu al-Hasan the 
Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful.** Then the 
Chief Eunuch came up to him and said, “ O Prince of True 
Believers (the name of Allah encompass thee 1) thou art indeed 
Commander of the Faithful and Viceregent of the Lord of the 
three Worlds \ ” And the slave-girls and eunuchs flocked round 
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case. Here¬ 
upon the Eunuch brought him a pair of sandals wrought with 
raw' silk and green silk and purfled with red gold, and he took 
them and after examining them set them in his sleeve; %vhereat 
the Castrato cried out and said, “ Allah \ Allah! O my lord, 
these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou ma^st 
w^end to the w^ardrobe." Abu al-Hasan was confounded, and 
shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, w^hilst 
the Cahph died^ of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to 
the chapel of ease, w'here he entered and doing his job/ came out 


1 Branch of Pearl, see \ol i night xl 

2 Arab " Kabbah,’* the lowest word (vol i night vn ), effectively used in 

contrast with the speaker’s surroundings ^ ^ 

3 Arab *' Ya kablri,” = mon brave, m> good man 

4 This exaggeration has no^v become fanuliar to English speech 

5 lake an Eastern he goes to the \\ater-closet the first thing m fx 

morning, or rather da\%n, and then washes ceremonially before savuie 
first prajer. ^ ^ 
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into the chamber, \%lH^U‘\tpon the fxhvc ^;irhbronj:::hl him a baMu 
of f:o1d and an ewer of Mlvor and poured water on hantK* 
and he made tln^ Wunbablution. Then they ^>ptcad him 
a pia^cr-caipet nnd he prayed. Kow he knew not how to 
pray' and t;ave not over bwim^ and proMratini:^ for twenty 
indiuationv pnnd 'ritnr in himself the v.hilc and r-aymjx, ** P*y 
Allah, 1 nm none otl^r than the Commander of the Faithful in 
ver\ tjuih! Thi'; is nsihUKdiy no dream, for all these things 
happen not in a dream/' And he vvns convinced and determined 
in htm^^elf that he was Prince of True Believers; so he pio- 
nouno d the SiUm* and finished hk prayer’^; wh(Ten|vm the 
MatneluVes and shvc mrk came round abaul him with bundled 
suits *Jlk< n and linen !tuF^ and clad him in the custom of tin 
Caliph ite and gave the royal dagger in hk hand. Then the 
Chief Funuch came in and said, ‘H) Prince of True l^elicvers, 
the ChamlKuhin is at the d»X)r craving ivnuissum to enter/* 
Said he, Let him enter!** v.hereuiv>n he carnc in and after 
kirsing gcvuind oFered the SvalutatifUi, Peace be i^oirthce, O 
Commander of the F.ulhful I'* At ihi- Abu aldlas^n rn^c and 
de'^ccnd'Hi from the couch to the then : vdiereupon the ofucial 
cxchimed “Allah! Alhh! O Pnnee of True Ibdievcrs, wottest 
thou not that all men are thy lieges and utuitT thy rule urtl that 
it i:> not meet for the Caliph to rirc to any man?** Prt^enth' 
ihf bhinuch went out befuc him, *and the little white rdaves 
b^'nnd hint, and they ceased not going i:H the\ rai^^cd iho curtain 
and Imnight him into the Inl! of judgment and the thronc-naoin 
of the Cahphatt, There he *^a\% lliecuitains and the forty doop 
and Ab'IjU and AbK.4u:>!ii tin and *]bd/in and jrulhn 

and Mm IshAK* ihr rup-comp^num and kdield swords diawn 
.and the iinns^ r^mi K>ing the th.rone as (he white of the eye 
eiuirUclh the bluk.and gilded glaives and deaih-dealing bowr^ 


i I Inv^ % h> aa Kavtcrn dcK^s nM h In the Indn 

Knrej'^ans U >. \r\ vo! L re/jUt \'i:i 

n tf, Ik 'o c»>sus’ * \ Uni he forgai All Modens know hove «*> 
V ptaj tr eol 

3'ihc ‘lavr 3’:u)tr of only frnir inchtnlk^n (rA^^AWi); 

nj and tv, ! Sunnah (tht cnUo:n of i'h‘ Ap>’tlo) 

Por ibe It.ila Al/ttf' l-anr. M I', clapt hi ; u cannot tve c^^phoned without 
iUn^tratiottv. 

4 After both vj*. of p'n.f*!* r*irr and SiinmU. the Ma;km look«j over hi*' 
rkht'hoidchr an*ka\*i **'1 he Pc lev |of AlKh) upon )OU ami the ruth of 
Allah/’ and rcj-'.aV) the worch over ihc left shouMcr. The ''salutation is 
mldfe**^d to 11.e Guirdtaa Auj^'K or to the h)i>tanden (Modems) who, 
hov.cvcr, do not return it. 

5 f f. lh*sih:tn of Mo'ul the intis^clan, See vol in mM rclwiv 

6 Arab **U>uth’ pUir of ^•I.a)!!!/’ n bon here warriori arc meant. 
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and Ajams and Arabs and Turks and Daylaniites and folk 
and peoples and Emirs and Wazirs and Captains and Grandees 
and Lords of the land and men of war in band, and in vcr>' 
sooth there appeared the might of the house of Abbas' and 
the majesty of the Prophet^s family. So he sat down upon 
the throne of the Caliphate and set the dagger^ on his lap, 
whereupon all piesent came up to kiss ground between his hands 
and called down on him length of life and continuance of weal. 
Then came forward Ja’afar the Barmecide and kissing the 
ground, said, Be the nide world of Allah the treading of thy 
feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the Fire the 
home of thy foes I Never may neighbour defy thee nor the 
lights of fire die out for thee,® 0 Caliph of all cities and ruler of 
all countnesl” Therewithal Abu al-Hasan cried out at him and 
said, O dog of the sons of Barmak, go dow n forthright, thou 
and the chief of the city police, to such a place in such a street 
and deliver an hundred dinars of gold to the mother of Abu 
al-Hasan the Wag and bear her my salutation. Then, go to 
such a mosque and take the four Shaykhs and the Imam and 
scourge each of them w*ith a thousand^ lashes and mount them 
on beasts, face to tail, and parade them round about all the city 
and banish them to a place other than this city; and bid the 
crier make cr^' before them, saying“ This is the rew'ard and 
the least of the rew^ard of wdioso multipHeth words and molesteth 
his neighbours and damageth their delights and stinteth their 
eating and drinking!’* ja’afar received the command and 
answ*ered “With obedience”; after which he went dowm from 
before Abu al-Hasan to the city and did all he had ordered him 
to do. kleanwhilc, Abu abHasan aloie in the Caliphate, taking 
and giinng, bidding and forbidding and canning out his command 
till the end of the day, wdien he gave leave and permission to 
wdthdraw^ and the Emirs and Ofiicers of state departed to their 

1 The Abbasides traced their descent from Al-Abbas, ^Mohammed's 

micle» and justlj held themseh es as belonging to the family of the Prophet 
See \ ol I ntght xli ^ 

2 Arab ** ^^imshah” = half-sword ’* See^ol ii night l\x\h 

3 If, May thy dwelling-place ne\er fall mto rum. The prayer has 
strange to say, been granted “ The present city on the Castem bank of the 
Tigns was built by Haroun al-Rasbid. and his house stiU stands there and is 
an object of re\erent cnnosit> ” So sajs my friend Mr Grattan Gearv 
(voU i p. 212, *• Through Asiauc Turke}',** London • Low, 1S7S) He also 

es a sketch of Zuba) dah’s tomb on the western bank of the Tigris near the 
suburb which represents old Baghdad, it is a pineapple dome springing from 
an octagon, both of brick once re% etted wdth white stucco 

4 In the Bresl Edit four hundred I prefer the exaggerated total. 
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?e\c:a! occxipriUonn anU h^iookrJ tou;mi‘xthc Chamberlain nn I 
the ri”t af the ntlcivhnt» and Mid, ** ]^>et:uncT' Tlnn iha 
Eumtciis came to !um and calliinc down on him lenr^lh of life and 
contiinnmcc of xxem* m alltmchnco up ni him and taised 

the curt dn» and he enunedj the paxilion of tlie Ilnum. 'where lu: 
found cimlle'; H;;htcd and l.unps lnnnin,»c and *dnuin't*\\onitn 
bn‘“’)n^ on nr tunuculN, and ten Mi\( K^ih* ln-^hd>nv>iiu'd maub.. 
W Ivm be saw he v.a*. cunfoniuh d in hn- wit and ''lul to 
hinrclf, ** Dy All ih, 1 am in tnith Comm m ]»'r of the rauhuil! 
presently addin>r, “or Inply the^e me ot the jaim an 1 he who 
VMS my pne<;l yc^tcrn5.;iu was one of iltMr hmns wdm v\w no 
way to requite my fu’ours ^xvc by commendmq bi- Ifnts to 
mldrcis me o> Ptince of True liclnwer^, Ibit an ibe of the 
Jann may All h <!cdi\c: me in sah t) from thcii ml chief P' As 
s 1 - a as b * appeared, the s]i%e ;^irh 10 >r: to bun and canxum bun 
up on to tim dtisd bo^u/du him a j^iea tra}, Ipe^prcui with the 
li^lu t he ate thert dwith all lus jni\dit an^! ns in, 

till In* !i d hi^ fill^ when !u c,dh d one of the harulmaids 

andt -tidi luT, '* Wint is thy inmc ? “ Replnd siic, “My 
rriiue i> Mt k iU/** and he wmd amsluj, ** \Vh\t i > thy mine ? ’* 
(}u'th , “ Mn irunc 11 ; 'rarlali"" Tiini ho .rd e 1 a third, 
“ \\ hat is thy n urc?** vdm ansv.eic i, “ My name is TohfilC,** 
ant! he wi nt on to quf stton ilw tl tm*'' Is of tlir-tf names, one after 
other, till he h ul Iciruid ihu ten, wh» n lie 10 e from that place 
and ienue,£(! to the wme-dnmber. He fournl ;l cxery Wviy 
comph Ic and raw thciein ten gnat trays, cmcrel with all 
fruit» and t ’ics and etcry sort of sweetmc its. So he sat 

clown and ale :b«-:eof after the measure cd his competency, 

and finding ihtre ihicc uf singnur^mrls was ama7cd 

and made the ip;!s cat. Then he sit ;uul the singers also 

seated them cKcs, wlubt the black 5]a\cs and the white slaves 
and tilt cunuchs and pages and l>^jys st<>od, and of the slave'girls 
some it and others sP^od The danu els sang and warhkxl all 
vaiictics of melf»dits and the jdacc rang with the sweetness of the 
songs, whilst the pipes cm d out and the lutes with them wailed, 
till it seemed to Abu aMl.isin that he was in Paiadisc and his 
lit irt A'.as hcaritiied and his breast bro uloncd. So lie spoiled and 

1 i f, tile at the tipper muI of an Oricntil '-iloon. and the 

place of ho^ifnir, N\lnth 1 -anc calls h) Us Hs’Vpuan n tine law In'* Sec Uh 
\ol i 3xzandhhM K chija \ ; iibo my \ol 111 night cchm 

2 ** lilt o* Mnek 

3 ** A gm/* n •^nirc 

\ ** A Kifi,” a prt ent UKmstructwc to compare Abu al-ir*van with 
Sanciio Panza. t^pngiab Arab wit with grate Span!*;!! humour. 
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]0}ance grw' on him iind he bestowed robes of honour on the 
damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this girl and kissing 
that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and morselling 
another with meat, till nightfall. All this while the Commander 
of the Faithful w*as diverting liini'^elf v/ilh WMtching him and 
laughing, and when night fell he bade one of the slave-girls drop 
a piece of Bhang lu the cup and give it to Abu al-Hasan to diink. 
So she did his bidding and ga\e him the cup, which no sooner 
had he drunk than his head forewent his feetd Therewith the 
Caliph came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling 
to the attendant who had brouglU Abu al-Hasan to the palace, 
said to him, “ Carry’ this man to his own place,’* So Masrur 
took him up, and carr\ing him to his own house, set him dowm 
in the saloon. Then he went forth from him, and shutting the 
saloon-door upon him, returned to the Caliph, who slept till the 
morrow. As for Abu al-Hasan, he gave not over slumbering 
till Almighty Allah brought on the morning, %vhen he rcco\ ered 
from the drug and aw'oke, cr}'ing out and saying, “ Ho, Tufiahah ! 
Ho, Rabat al-Kulub! Ho, Misknh ] IIo, Tohfah*J” And he 
ceased not calling upon the palace hand-maids till his mother 
heard him summoning strange damsels, and rising, came to him 
and said, “ Allah’s name encompass thee ! Up with thee, O my 
son, O Abu al-Hasan! Thou dreamest,” So he opened his 
eyes, and huding an old 'woman at his head, raised his eyes and 
said to her, Who art thou ? *’ Quoth she, I am thy mother; ” 
and quoth he, “Thou Host! I am the Commander of the Faithful, 
the Viceregent of Allah.” Whereupon his mother shrieked aloud 
and said to him, “ Heaven preseiwe thy reason ! Be silent, O my 
son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the wasting of th}" 
w'^ealth, w^hich wall assuredly befal us if any hear this talk and 
carry it to the Caliph.” So he rose from his sleep, and findmt^ 
himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, had doubts of 
his wat, and. said to her, “ By Allah, O my mother, I saw mj self 
in a dream in a palace, wdth slave-girls and J^Ianielukes about me 
and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the 
Caliphate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is wfrat I saw 
and in ver^' sooth it was no dream! ” Then he bethought himself 


1 if, he fell down senseless. The old version has ** his head ^ 

against his knees.” ocked 

2 Arab « \Vaddi ** vnig. Egyptian and SjTian for the classical •• Add 
pi- of Addu:= preparing to do) No wonder that Lane complains (ui 

the \*n1gar style, abounding in errors.** ' * of 

3 O Apple. O Repose o* Hearts, O Alusk, O Choice Gift. 
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awhil^' nntl Aj>^urcJly,* I am Abu nMIa^'-an al-Khalin^ and 

tin** that 1 saw %\as only a dronm when I wa*; made Cahph and 
Ktde and fx'ilnde/’ Then he bothoiu;hl him*=;elf again ami said, 
‘‘Nay, but nut a dreann and I am none other than the 

Calij’h, and imlccJ I gave gifts atui bcstov^cd hoiiour-rol>cs.** 
Quoth Ins mother to him, O my son, thou sportest witfi thy 
reason: thou \uit go to the irrubhousc’ and become a garing- 
stcclw Indeed, that ^sinch thou hast seen is only from the foul 
F?t.nd, and it v.as an jmbrogHo of dreams, for at times Satan 
spartclh v.itii men's \Nits in all manners of v.ays.**’ Then said 
she to him, ** O my son, ^^as thcic any one with thee yc^tcrmghl ? ’* 
And he reiiceted and s^iid, “Yes: one ]a\ the night vrhh me and 
1 acqu tinted him v.ilh my erne and told him my tale. Doubtless, 
he ^^as uf the Devils, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst 
truly, am Abu al-nat>an al-Khalra/* She rejoined, ** 0 my son, 
tcjv'ce in tidir;gs of all goed, for }t‘^tcrday’s record is that there 
cime the Wa::ir Ja'afrrthe lianneddeand his many, and beat the 
Shaikhs of the mo que nnd the Imam, each a thourmd lashes; 
afttr which they ptraded them round about the c:ly, making pro- 
damation before them and saving:—This is the rcv'ard and the 
least of the reward of \vha<o fadeth in goo^luiH to his neighbours 
and troublcth on them their lives! And he banidred them from 
IDghdid* Moreover, the Caliph ‘eat me an huruhed dinars and 
<cnt to salute me/* Whereupm Abu a!-IIas.m cried out and 
said to her, “ O ilbomencd crone, wilt thou contradict me and tell 
me that I am not the Prince of True Helievers? *Twns I who 
commanded ja'afar the Barmecide to beat the Shaykhs and 
piradclhem nl'oul the city and make proclamation before them, 
and Uwas !, vcr>* I, who rent thee the hundred dinars and sent to 
salute thee, and 1, O beldam of tlbluck, am in ver}* deed the 
Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who w^ould make 
me out an idiot/* So saving, he rose up and fell upon her and 
beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, “ Help, O 
Mo^iem^^r* and he mcrca'^ed the t>^\ting upon her, till the folk 
hcaui her cncs and coming to her, found Abu abHasan hashing 
his mother .and ^vi^ing to her, “0 old woman of ilbomcn, am I 
not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast cnsorcellcd 
mcT* When the folk heard his words, they s.iid, “ This man 


j Arali •* Do^hri,'* a pure Turkidi word, in Pgjpl inenrung *• lrot>, with 
truth/* slral^iitfonvardly , in Syria senirai^ht {{tcins?). dirccll). 

2 Arab see vol L night xK\iii 

3 Iha r;ccuc is a rcciuuirc of 13adr al-Din Ifanan and his vafe, vol. i 
night xu\. 
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.•cth,” and doubted not of his madness. So Uiey came in upon 
and ati/jns Inm, pinioned Hi- oll>o"-s. and bore Inm 0 tte 
Mann Qnotl, tbo Snperintondanl, '^VLat n, M llns youth! 
and quoth t)icv, “ 'rin’s is a madman, afllicted of llic Jinn. y 
Alkih," cued'Abu al-llasan, "they he aga.mt me! I ^ 
madman, I>nt the Commander of f))C l‘ml!ifnh i nt J r^iii/act: 
iiileiidant ati',wcred him, saj'mg, “Kone heth but thou, 
of the jinn-maddened' ” Then he stripped him of his f f “ 

clapping on his neck a heavy chain,* bound him to a bi^di JaUic 
.and foil to bcalmg him two bouts a day and two anights i 
ceased not abiding on tins wkc the tpacc of ten 
mother came to Inin and said, “ O rny son, O Abu abllasai^ 
return to thy right reason, for this is the Dc\iJ^s doingf*’ ^ 
he, ‘‘Thou sayst sooth, O nij mother, and beat thou winces o 
me that I Tvipeut me of that talk and turn me from my madness. 
So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death/* Accordingly 
his mother went out to the Supcrintenclant- and procured his 
release and he returned to his owu house. Now this was at the 
bcghmmg of the month, and uhen it ended, Abu aMlasaii longed 
to drink hquoi and, returning to lus former habit, furnished his 
saioon and made leady food and bade bring wine; then, going 
forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one uhom he should 
converse and carouse uith, accoidirig to his custom. As he sat 
thus, behold, up came the Caliph and Masrur to him; but Abu 
al-Hasan saluted them not and said to Al-Rashid, “ No friendly 
welcome to thee, O King of the Jfinn * " Quoth Al-Rashxd, 
“ What have 1 done to thee ? " and quoth Abu abHasan, 
“ What more couldst thou do than what thou hast done to me, 
O foulest of the Jann ’ I have been beaten and thrown into 
Bedlam, w^hcre all said 1 wns Jinn^mad and this was caused by 
none save thyself. I brought thee to my house and fed thee 
with my best, after which tbou didst empower thy Satans and 
Ivlands to disport themselves with my wits from momincr to 
evening So avaunt and aroynt thee and w^end thy ways \ *’ 
The Cahph smiled and, seating himself by his side said to him 
O my brother, did I not tell that I w’ould return to thee ? ’’ 
Quoth Abu al-Hasan, “I have no need of thee; and as th 
byword sayeth in verse 


Fro' my friend, ’tuere meeter and waser to part, « For what 
not bom shall ne'er sorrow heart. 


sees 


1 Arab ** Janzjr,’* another atrocious vulgarism for ».. 

houe\:)r, has occurred before ^ 

2 Arab **Arafshah‘’ 


''bich, 
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Alu! iPcJcttK O niy I^Kithcr, the niVht thou lo me .uici 

wt-convej* Ov 5 nml catounnl toi^otljcrj I and thuu. *t\va^ i<5 if the 
i n.vil came lo me and irouhli d me th it A^kcvl the Caliph, 

^‘Anrl who 5 ^ he, the Devil? " and ansueiod Aim ahlla^^in, lie 
IS tunic othar than ihou;'^ v>lunc.it the Caliph Innehtd and coa\ul 
Imn and ‘-pake him fair, sa} 11114“, *‘0 nn brotlicr, when I went out 
fiiun iluc, I forrjot the (lcK>r and left it open and pciJiaps Satan 
cuimc m to tiiecd** Quoth Abu abllA'^^an, A^k me nut of that 
which luth hetided me. Wimt po^^c.'-irvd thee to leave the door 
uiHui, lliat the Devil came into me and there befol me with 
hnn thi'* and that ? ’* Aiu! he related to him al! tliat had belidcd 
him, iirst and l:ot {and in n‘pt tiiion is no fruition); what while 
tiio Cahpli I luehcd and hid his iauj^htcr* Tlan saul he to Abu 
al-HaMu, iVaDed be Allah who hath done awa} fiom thee 
whatso iikcd thee and that i s( c thee once more in weal * 
And Abu abllasan read, Never ai4am will 1 take thee to cup- 
companum or Mttuur-comr.ulc; for the proverb snith :—Whoso 
»-tunib!eth en a stone* .aid theicto returneth, upon him be blame 
and reproach. Am! thou, O my brother, nevermore will I 
entvUain thee nor omipmy with thee, for that I have not found 
thy htU j 105 liiouf* lo jlut the Caliph cuaved htm and 

r^ad, ** I have btu n tlu mnns of thy winning to tiiy wish anent 
the Im im and the Shnvldu^/’ Al)U al-lla^in replied, '* Thou 
hast'*; and AbRaslud continued, “And hapl} ^omewliat may 
lutide v.hith f h dl idaddeu thy hunt vet more'* Aim al-Hasan 
.i-krd, “ Wh .1 do^t thou uqnire of me?** and the Commander 
of tisc Faithful answered, “ Verily, I am thy ^wesi; icject not 
tlw Quoth Abu abllasrm, “On condition that thou 

swear to me by tlie charaets on the era! of Solomon David's 
ion {on the twain be the Peace!) that thou will not suffer thine 
to make fun of me/* ilc rcjdiLd, “ To hear is lo obey 1 " 
Wiiercupon the Wn^4 Irwk him and biouuht him into the saloon 
and set food Ik fore him and entreated him with fnencll} speech. 
Then he t^ld him all that had befallen him, whilst the Caliph 
was hk? to die of rlilhd lam4hter; after whuh Abu aMlasan 
removed the tiay of fond and bringing the wane-service, filled a 


1 In the *• Mrbbit al-Ma'‘il>ih " {li 3 ir). ijnoted by Ijxnc occur* thelladis. 

•* hhul >oui diK>r. arUKius and when *•> tioins' rcpcit the U'lsnnUh; for the 
Devil may no: oj>cn a door shut In Al! n une '* \ pious Mosh m m X:u\ pt 

nhua) > * j jruhto '* In the name of AHali. the ComptvMonitmg/' etc , whtr 
he kit ‘v .1 cover? up bread, do/ft> his clothes, etc , lo 1 tep ofT devtK and 
da rnon ^ 

2 An Atab idiom mcanuifs *‘1 have not found thy good fortune (Kab = 

hetl, prospi,nt>) do me an) good " 
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to them, “ Sufficclh ye not, O yc wretched Jinns, that which 
hath befallen me ? But the fault is not yours: lim fault is of your 
Chief who tr.insmewed you from Jinn shape to mortal shape. 

I seek refuge against you this night by the Throne-verse and the 
Chapter of Sincerity* and the Two Pic\cntives‘‘I ’ So saying 
the Wag put off his clothes till he was stark naked, and 
danced among the sla\ e-girls. They bound his hands and 
he wantoned among them, ^^hilc they died of laughing at 
huu and the Caliph swooned away for excess of kuigliter. 
Then he came to himself and going forth from the curtain to 
Abu al-Hasan, said to him, ** Out on thee, O Abu al-IIasan * 
Thou slayest me with laughter/* So he turned to him and 
knoning him, said to him, “ By Allah, *tis thou slayest me 
and slaj^est my mother and slcnest the Shci}kh5 and the Imam 
of the Mosque I ** After \s Inch he kissed ground before him and 
prayed for the pennanence of his prosperity and the endurance 
of his days. The Caliph at once robed him in a rich robe and 
gave him a thousand dinars ; and presently he took the Wag into 
especial favour and married him and bestoued largesse on him 
and lodged him with himself in the palace and made of him the 
chief of his cup-companions, and indeed he was preferred with 
him above them and the Caliph advanced him o\er them all. 
Now they were ten in number, to wit, Al-Tjli and Al-Rakasbi 
and Tbdan and Hasan al-Farazdak and Al-Lauz and Al-Sakar 
and Omar al-Tartis and Abu No^^as and Abu Ishak al-Nadim 
and Abu al-H^lsan al-Khali'a, and by each of them hangeth a 
story which is told in other than this book/ And indeed Abu 
al-Hasan became high in honour with the Cahph and favoured 
above all, so that he sat i\ith him and the Lady Zubaydah bint 
al-Kasim, whose treasure Nuzhat al-Fuad^ bight, was given to 
him in marriage. After this Abu al-Hasan the Wag abode with 
his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till whatso 
was with them went the way of money, nhen he said to her 
“Harkye, O Nuzhat al-Fuad I Said she, “At thy ser\^ce”; 
and he continued, ‘‘ I have it in mmd to play a tnek on the 
Cahph'' and thou shalt do the lilce vdth the Lady Zubavdab 
and we v.ill take of them at once, to begin iwth, two hundred 


1 Koran cxn , the ** Chapter of Unity 

2 See \ ol ill, night cl\x\ i 


See \o! m , night ccv%i 


3 Here the author indubitably speaXs for himself, forcettlnt* , 

night cclvxu (Bresl iv. i6S). and began that following wi& Shahnf^ ended 
formula ^ usual 


4 I ^ *' Delight of the \ itals ” (or heart) 

5 The tnck is a rechauffe of the tnek plajed on Al-Rashid and Zubajdah 
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s n4 pi(f<‘'- of mIK/' Sho rojojncci ** ihmi 
but V.l ,1 thinla'4 thou Uy r!o rAiul lu* ‘ \u\. ‘‘We %\ill hiVn 
oitr eh'i ^ urul ihi^ ihv Irirk. I v,111 dif hrkw thcc nnci 

lay Ui\ i ‘t oul, and do ^pancl over me a silhen napkin 
nrul h. nn lurb'^n cner me und lie mv toe^ and lay on my 
^tomaeh n 1 mu and a htUe '1 lu u let doun thy hair and 

bet ihc thy tlf to iliy nmt;<* Zuhud.ih, tcariim thy drc«>s and 

<;lap}nm: thy fire and out. Shu ^vill aO: ihce, What 

adclh ti!C“ ? and do thou ansv.er her, May thy licacl outli\e 
Abu .tUHn^an tin Wasr, foi he dead. She ^Mll mourn for 
mo mul \voo;> and \^id her new give th.ee an luindrcd 

dmam ard a jdi cc of and \ull •^"•y lo lino*—Go, lay him 
out and turv liim fo:th. So do ihnu tike of her the hundiod 
dinars and the pv co of and como bad, and vhen thou 
rcUi:»se5v to me, I vill ri*o up and thou ^halt ho down in m) 
pt H"e, and I ‘a ill go m the Galmh and tny to him, May thy 
hrnd outH\t "Xmlnt abFuacl, and will itnd nn raunent and pluck 
out my beard. He mourn for tlice and uay to his treasurer, 
Gue Abu ablluKXU an hundred dinars; and a piece of silk. 
Then he will say to mo, Go: lay her out and cany her forth; 
and I will come bad: to thcc.** Therewith Xurhat abFuul 
rfjfdred and sdd, ** Indeed, this is an cscdlcnt dc\iccd* Then 
Abu ablbi/an ^treichcd Iuium If out forthright and she shut 
his ami tied his fi^ct and covered him wdth the napkin 

and citd whit o hei lord had bidden her; after winch she tare 
hc^ gear and Inrcd her head and kttmg'down her hair, w'cnt 
in to the Lafiy Zulmdali, crying out and weeping. When the 
Prinr«^‘ss saw’ Jut in this state, she cried, “ What plight is this ? 
Wliat thy stoiy-and wdiat maketh thee woep^*’ And Nu/.hat 
abTuad answtred, wt^epmg and loud-w.ailing the while, my 
lady, may thy lusid live and inaysl thou «;ur\dvc Abu ablla^-in 
a!4\h*du\, fur lie is dead T* The Lady Zubaydah mourned fur 
hirn and said, “ Alts, poor Abu al-Ifasnn the Wngl” and she 
shed lear'‘foi liim awhile. Then she bade her trcasurcss give 
Tdurhat aM'uul an hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said 
to her, ‘*0 Nurdiat abFuad, go, lay him out and cariy^ him 
forth.** So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and 

1 *’ Krlb * hero i> ml heart, hut Momnch The bie toe*? of the Modem 
co-p’ L arc ‘‘till tkd iu countries, and in *^ome .n s\\ord 1*1 pheed upon the 
Ixyn : but 1 ani not av%ro tint a knife and salt (holh Ixdievcd to rq>cl evil 
sp^riK) are «^o tv/'d in Cairo 

2 The MoMctn, who mi\ not wear unmi\c<l mIU dunng his lifetime. ina> 
l>Cfhrondul in u. 1 ha\c noted that the **Shukkah/‘ or piece, a\cr.igei> six 
led m length 
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returned to her dv.clling, rejoicing, and %vent in to her spouse 
and acquainted him %\hat had befallen, thereupon lie arose and 
rejoiced and girdled his middle and danced and took the hundred 
dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out 
Nuzhat al-Fiuid and did ^\ith her as she had done Vidth him; 
after which he rent his raiment and plucked out his beard and 
disordered his turband and ran out nor ceased running till he came 
in to the Ccdiph^ who was sitting in the judgment-hall, he 
in this plight, beating his breast. The Caliph asked him, What 
aUeth thee, O Abu abllasan?'* and he ivept and answered, 
“Would heaven thy cup-companion had never been and w’ould 
his hour had never comcM'" Quoth the Caliph, “Tell me thy 
case : and quoth Abu abHasan, ** O my lord, may thy head 
outlive Nuzhat al-Fiiad 1 The Caliph cxdaimcd, “ There is no 
god but God ” ; and smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted 
Abu al-Hasan and said to him, “ Grieve not, for ive will liestow 
upon thee a bed-fellow other than she,” And be ordered the 
treasurer to gi\e him an hundred dinars and a piece of silk. 
Accordingly the treasurer did W'hat the Caliph bade him, and 
AI-Rashid said to him, “ Go, lay her out and carry her forth 
and make her a handsome funeral.” So Abu al-Hasan took 
that W'hich he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicings 
w'eat in to Nuzhat al-Fuad and said to her, “ Arise, for our wish 
is won.” Hereat she arose and he laid before her the bundled 


ducats and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added 
the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and 
laughing each to other. l^Ieanwhile, when Abu abHasan fared 
forth from the presence of the Caliph and went to lay out Nuzhat 
al-Fuad, the Commander of the Faithful mourned for her and 
dismissing the Diwan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon 
Mas^, the Swnrder of his vengeance, to the Lady Zubaydah, 
that he might condole with her for her hand-maid. He found her 
sittmg weeping aw'aiting his coming, so she might condole 
with him for his boon-companion Abu al-Hasan the Wacr. So he 
said to her, ^ May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhat 5-Fuad I ” 
sma she, “ O my lord, Allah preserve my slave-gkl! Mavst 
Aon In e and long thy boon-companion Abu al-Has'an 

^ Z n said to his 

e^nch, O Masmr venly women litUe of ^dt. Allah upon 

thee, say, was not Abu a l-Hasan with me but now* ? ” Quoth 

bM, .„o 
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the Lntly Zuh.ivd.ih, 1 lUf^hing nom n licv.tt full of wrath, 

** Wik tlunt r.,;l ic ivc ihyjostln;^^ SufiKOth lheciintth.it Abu 
a!-llaian dead, but thou must put to deUh my slave-girl also 
and beaMVc of the twain, and ^tylo me little of wit ? '* The 
Caliph answered, Indeed, *tis Nurlial al-1'ind who is dead." 
And the Lady Zulmdah said, ^‘Indeed he hith not l>ccn with 
thee, nor hast thou se( n luin, and none was with me but now 
*;i\c Ku/Int abFind, and ihe sorrowful, wvcping, wdth her 
elf tbci torn to tatters. I c\harled her to patience and gave her 
an hundu ! dimrs .and a piece of idlk; and indeed 1 wms awaiting 
thy coming, I might console thee for thy cup-compudon Abu 
aMlasui al-Khiira, and was about to ^cad for iheed'* The 
Catiph laught-d and said, “None is dcid irpve Kiuhat al-Fuad"; 
and she, Ko, no, inv J^nd; none do id but Abu abHa*-in 
the Wagd’ With this the Caliph vAivod v luth, and the ITnshimt 
\em" started cut from l>ctv.cen his eves and tlurhbcd: and he 
cried out tu Ma utr and said tolihn, thee forth to the housc^ 

of Abu al-lIaMn the Wag, and see wlucli of them is dead.’* So- 
M. rtir went out, ninnirg, and the Caliph, to the Lady 
Zuit vdah, Will thou 1 tV me a wager : " And sue! she, Yes,. 
1 will wager, and 1 r-iy lint Abu aid las in is de.id." Kcjnincd 
the Ciliph, “And I wngei and ‘^ly that none is dead ‘^ave Nuzhat 
nhrUiUi; agd th.c stat.c between nn and thee ^hill be the Girden. 
uf Fleasanr.j’f ,ieatn*-l thy p.ii icc and the Pavilion of Pictures.'**' 
So they agjeed upon this and sal .awaiting MasniCs retiun wath 
the news. Ai for the Phinueli, he cca’ed not running till he 
cune to the hv-etrect, wlu rein w.as the sic id of Abu id-Iha^an 
al'Klnli'a. Nov, the W.ig wms comfuitab^y seated and leaning 
l>aU. ag.dnsl the htticc/ and chancing to round, saw Masrur 
nmningalong tlie street and said to Nu/diat .al-Fuad, “Mcbccmcth 
the Caliph, vdien I went forth from him distnisrcd the Diwan and 
went int<i the L:uL Zuluyddi, to condole vWth her; whereupon 
she nz^f e and condoLd with him, saving, Allah increase thy 
iccomi^U'-c for liic Io.^b of Abu al-llasan al-Khah’a I And he 

1 A^h, ” \Va liintn r.Ul ah ur^il v vrUthe re^ruHr Pcllah hmruage 

2 Ai.ih »revol i nsditxrxv Lane remarks,'‘Whether 

It in Hashim hainelf (or only in his de^ctn lants), I do not find , but it 

Ps x.-’cntioa'sl the chancicrLlic't of hi? grcai-nrandnon. the Prophet “ 

3 Ar.ab “ Bast An al Xurliah," \\ho-,c name made the stake appropriate, 
Sto \ oi i. rnr^hl xK, 

Arab ’’T.arafcir'-i^jtcncMlb carved image., which, amonga Modems, 
alv.av? rnggest idol*' and icoKatry 

5 Tbe ♦♦Shubbtk*' here VouM bo the ** Mashr.abi)ah,*‘ or latticed 
Iniconv, projccung from ibt <alf>on-vvall, and containing room for three or 
iiiore 5 iUtT’ n 15 ** .VltsJirtbuCxcli,** i)kctchcd in M L (Introduction^ 

ani has no\s bteome familiar to Cnglishmcn. 
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sail to hci, None is dead save Nu/hat a!-Fuad, may (hy head 
online hen * Quoth she, ’Tis not she ^\ho is dead, but Abu 
ahllasan al-Kliaira, thy boon-companion. And quoth he, None 
IS dead sa\c Nuzhat al-I'iiad. And they vaxed so obstinate that 
the Cah])li became wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent 
Masnir the Swoidci to see who is dead. Now, therefore, ^Uvere 
best that tliou lie down, so he may sight thee and go and acquaint 
the C.aiiph and confirm my sayingd ” So Nuzhat al-Fuad sti etched 
hciself out and Abu al-lJa«^an covered her wdth her mantilla and 
sat weeping at her head. Presently, Masntr the eunuch suddenly 
came m to him and saluted him, and seeing Nuzhat al-Fuad 
stretched out, uncovered hci face and said, ** Tlicre is no god but 
God ^ Our sister Nuzhat al-Fuad is dead indeed. liow' sudden W'as 
the strobe of Destiny 1 Allali liave nilh on thee and acquit thee 
of all charge \ ’’ Then he letuined and related wdirit had passed 
before the Caliph and the Lady Zubayalah, and he laughing as 
he spoke. “ O accursed one,” cried the Calipli, ** this is no time 
for laughter! Tell us which is dead of them.*’ Masrur replied, 

‘ By Allah, O my lord, Abu al-Hasan is w^ell, and none is dead 
but Nuzhat al-FuadJ| Quoth the Cahph to Zubaydah, » Thou 
hast lost thy pavilion in thy'' play,'* and he jeered at her and said, 

‘‘ O Masrur, tell her wdiat thou saw^est,” Quoth the Eunuch, 

^ enl}', O ni}'' lady, I ran without ceasing till I came in to 
Abu al-Hasan m his house and found Nuzhat ul-Fuad lying dead 
and Abu al-Hasan sitting tearful at her head. I saluted him and 
condoled with him and sat dowm by his side and uncovered the 
^ce of Nuzhat al-Fuad and saw^ her dead and her face swoollen.= 
So I said to him :-Carry’ her out forthwith, so we may pray over' 
ler. He replied ~Tis well, and I left him to lay her out and 
^me hither, that I might tell you the news.” The Pnnee of 

little of lint save he who believeth a black slave ” A h k 
abused Masrur, whilst the Commander of the Fmthfnl U 
and the Eunuch, vexed at this, said to the Calioh M ’ 

sooth ,vho said -Wo„e. are lutl. and Li, " toond" 

upon the difference 4 *een® Ah^h?d tnd lub^ah"^! calculated 

perspicacity are frequent enough in the folk-lore of marvels of 

2 An artful touch, showing how a tale crows s, 

al-Hasan’s case the ej es are sw ollen by the swaSes 

3 A Hadis attnbufed to the Prophet and %er\ usefnl ir. xr i 

when wives differ overmuch from them m opinion Moslem husbands 
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Then ‘'nM ^h^ io thr Caliph, **0 Coninrcndcr 

o( tiu' thou ipnKf^^l ainl 4 v,ith me, and this slave 

lusthMuUtlh mo, the Indtcr to p]oa‘-e thee; but 1 will rend and 
‘ c^-^^hith f>f tlu'in hethad," And he nnsuererh ^ ‘‘Send 

one vdm d) 0 whu h of Cnom drnd So the L'kU Zuba\d di 
^M<doei to an n'd duenna, and said to lu>, '‘Hie thee to the 
hrnre i‘f Nn/hat aoFuad in linslt and sec vJiti is do ul and loner 
m't." And she u-< d haid ^^o^ds to herd So the old woman went 
<«»t jimnin^r. v.hil*;! iho Prmce of 7*int Delicvers and ?klnsinr 
luikdn i, anti *ht teased ird lunnini;' till ^hc came into the 
Abu aiAlron m\v he:, and Kimwin;^ litr, said to Ins wife, “O 
Xnrhd al-bn.n!, me oath lh»* LruU ZulM 3 didi hath font to tis 
to '>ct‘ w}n> is dead and hath mn ^nvi n ct< clii to M,\srurT rejwt of 
tin ileaili’ arrwtdiULjy, she hath d(*sj),nclu'd tlie ohl crone, her 
dm^nni, lodi'-eover the tuuh. So it behcoctli me to Ik* dead in my 
Uinih'tiht 'vdv»* of (In credit witii tin Lath Zidwdah/’ llcreat 
he Liy dov 7 J and ntrrtdnal iiiimelf out. and she ro\ertd )um and 
l>ound hh ctej; and fca 1 and sat in tears at his liead. Pre-entl^' 
the old wt)tmn canU' in to her and .saw lui sHlint*' at Alni 
abnas,in*s he id, weepiiu^ and tccoxmuu^ his hue qua.htie : and 
wlnn die iW the old trot, she cried out and said to hoi, “Sec 
wh\l hath b^ fallen me! Indeed Aba .aMIas,ai is dead and hath 
left me lone and Then she shneked out and rent her 

raiment and ‘aid to the crone, “ O my mother, how' very ^oocl he 
wastojne*!** Quuth iho mlicr, “ Judged lluni art cscuscd, for 
thou wasi med to him and he to tlioe Then she considered what 
Masrurlrui reported to the C nliph and the I^nd\ Zubi)dnh and 
said In her, “ inticed, Masnir i^oeth about to cast discord between 
the Cah]>h and the I^ndy Zid^aydali/* Asked Nvr/hat al-Fuad, 
“ And wh d is tlu cause of di'‘Cord, O m 3 ' mother ?“ and llie other 
leplad, “<> mydaiiijhttr, Masrur cimc to the Caliph and the 
Lady Zubndah and ga\e them news of thee that thou wast dead 
and that Abu abllasin was w(dl/' Nu/hat nbl'ind said to her 
“(} naunty mine,’' I teas with my lady just now and she gave me 
an hundred dinars and a piece of sdk; and now see m 3 ' case and 
that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bcwaldcrcd, and how 
siiali 1 do, and 1 lone, and lorn ? Would hea\cn I had died and he 
!iad IiNod 1 Tlien wept and with her wept the old woman, 

I Aral) “ Ma^aral hdiA/' winch I^anc renders, And she threw money 
to I'xr " 

a A s-\un^ common thtoni^houl the uorhk c*5p^ci.ilU when the nnheted 
\Mdo»' int« iVb to tnarrj nunin at t!ic first opfsiirtunu) 

3 Arab *' Kh:t‘au my mothers sislcr, addressed h> a woman to 
an cUlcrl) dame 
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who, going up to Abu iil-IIjisaii aiul uncovering his face, saw his 
e^es bound and s\\ollen for the swathing. So she covered hini 
again and said, “ Indeed, O Nu/hat al-huad, thou art afliictcd in 
Abu al-Hasan » ” Then she condoled with her and going out from 
her, ran along the street till she came into the Lady Zubaydah 
and related to her the stor)', and the Princess said to her, laugh* 
mg, “ Tell It over again to the Caliph, who inakcth me out little 
of wit, and lacking of religion, and who made this ill-omcned bar 
of a slave presume to contradict me.*’ Quoth Masiur, “ This old 
woman lieth j for I saw' Abu al-IIasan well and I\u 2 ihat al*Puad 
it was who lay dead.*’ ()uoth the duenna, “ Tjs thou that 
best, and w’ouldst fain cast discord between the Caliph and the 
Lady Zubaydah.” And Masrur cried, ‘‘None lieth but thou, O 
old woman of ill-omen and thy lady believeth thee and she must 
be in her dotage.” \Vheieupon the Lady Zubaydah cried out at 
him, and in very sooth she v\as enraged VMth him and wath his 
speech and shed tears. Then said the Caliph to her, “ I he and 
my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-worn an lieth ; so 
*tis my rede we go, all four of us together, that we may see v\hich 
of us telleth the truth.” INIasrur said, “ Come, let us go, that I 
may do to this ill-omened old woman evil deeds^ and deal her a 
sound drubbing for her lying.” And the duenna answ'cred him, 
“ O dotard, is thy wat like unto my wit ? Indeed, th}' wat is as the 
hen’s wat,” Masrur was incensed at her w'ords and would hav'e 
laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubaydah puslicd him 
away from her and said to him, “ Her truth-speaking will presently 
be distingxushed from thy truth-spealdng and her leasing from 
thy leasing.” Then they all four arose, laying wagers one 
with other, and w'ent forth a-foot from the palace-gate and hied 
on tiW they came m at the gate of the street where Abu al-Hasan 
al-Khali’a dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhat 
al-Puad, * Venly, all that is sticky is not a pancal^e® they cook, 
nor ever}^ time shall the crock escape the shock. It seemeth the 
old woman bath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with 
our case and she hath disputed with Masrur the Eunuch and 
they have laid wagers each with other about our death and are 
come to us, all four, the Caliph and the Eunuch and the Lady 
Zubaydah and the old trot.” When Nuzhat al-Fuad heard this, 
she started up from her outstretched posture and asked, “ How 
shall w'e do?” whereto he answered, “We w'lll both feign 


1 % c,. That I may put her to shame. 

2 Arab ** Zalabijah 
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ourselves (lend to^^ctluT nnd stretch r*ur<^olvec cut nntl lidd our 
breulj/' So she he uhened unto him ;iiul they both iny dnun 
vn the plncc where thev uMiall) slept the Mcsta* ami bound their 
feet and shut tluir eyes and co\tied thcmhclvts w‘ith the 
\(iJ niu! held their breath. IVc^rntly, up came the C.diph, 
ZubAdah, Masnn and the old woman, and ontcnne^ found Abu 
abll.e in the \Vag and wife botli stielched out as dead; wIiilH 
wdien tlic l^uly she wept and said, "7'hty ceased not to 
brinr dbnews of mj slavc^U^rl till she diCvP, niethmketh Aim 
al-lia^in**^ death was frntvous to her and that she died after 
him/" the Caliph, "•Thou sh dt not present me valh tin 

ptallle and pialc. She rtUainly died before Abu al-IIasan, fur 
he came lo :nc with Iib; raimonl rent and his beaul plurkcd out, 
beating his breast with tvro bits of unl)iKed bnck/ and I gave 
him an hundiev! dinars ami a piece of *^j]k *ind said to him, Go, 
iHMf her forth and I will |p\c thcc a btd»fclluw other than she 
and htnd^'Onnr, and ^hc *>hali !>e in stead of her. But it would 
appear thU In-rdtatli was no light matter to Inm and he died after 
bci^: so it is I whu have beaten then and gotten tin stnl e." Tiie 
Lady Zuba^ihh auswind him in words galore and the di’^putc 
between tb* m WM\<d * ire. At l:i< the Caliph sat down at the 
heads of tJie p%ur and * iid, “By the tnr?d) of the Apa^dle of Allah 
(wh Jin ni'n I lo ♦md asc dn <jnnd the sepulchres of my fathers 
and foreaitlurs wh\>a w'lil tell mt which of theai died before 
the oth‘T, 1 wall wilb'ngly giic him a ihoimiid dinars!” When 
AbualAIasin htaid the Crdiph's word*', he spr.mg up in haste 
and s.-'fil, “I died O Commander of the Faithful 1 Here 
W'lth the thousmd dnnr k acquit tlicc of thine oath and the swear 
thou swuje^q,*’ Nu. lint ablMiad rose nho and sto k\ up before the 
Cafjph and the Lady Zuhiydah, who luth rejoiced in tins and 
in their safely, and the Pmee'-s chid her s]a\t‘-gi!l Then the 
(‘aliph and Zubiyddi gave them joy (^f tin ii well-being and knew 
that thb ck uh was a tncic to get the gold , and the Lady said to 

i AnP '** Al\ al'Kailah/" v.lnch Mr, P ijn** renTjr^» by **Sit ca^-pet “ 
latne rt t'l» '• Kib' \h *’ i * in i\\** direction of ihV Kibl CC ) niu! nnits lint *>ome 
Mo Inm mm tbs c bt \ \ Un\:iuU Mcccah arul other? tbs rij^bt suk, 

IncUniir'a tb*" t'lsf bo tlv oM it ^^lon math bet towanh Mrcc.i ’* But the 
prepi iiioii *• \l‘r' rt^juirr. tbe former uh* 

z pht^w in tbh text .arc *a> fiuU} that translation is mere guess¬ 

work ; ha^b ,rah can barc]I> be applied to ill lids'* 

3 I ^, of f,rit f for bn U)fa 

Arab *‘robbii“ sshich lame lenclcra **lwo clwh'* I have noted 
th,at the Tob (Sinn Adol>c -x At-lob) is a sunbaked bnck Beating the 
l>o>om ssub tucii inaluial is atiH common .amnin/a Modem mourners of 
the iosscr clan's an<l tlu banlnc", of the blow guts the intahure of the grief 
5 I r, of g.^itf for Jut lo a 
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Nuzhat al-Fuad, ** Thou shouldst liavc sought of luo that ^vhich 
thou ncodcst, ^ ithout this fashion, and not Jiavc burned^ iny 
heart for thee/* And she, “ Vctily, I was ashnnied, O my lady/* 
As for the Cahph, he swooned away for laughing and said, ‘*0 
Abu abllasan, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do poiegrine 
things and prodigious!” Quoth he, Commander of the Vaith- 
ful, tins trick I played ofl* foi lliat the money nhich thou ga\cst 
me was exhausted, and I was ashamed to aslt of thee again. When 
I was single, I could never Keep money in hand, but since 
thou maruedst me to this damsel, if 1 possessed even lliy^ucaltb, I 
should lay it waste, Whcicfore wdien all tlial was in my hand was 
spent, I wTOughl tliis sleight, so 1 might get of thee the hundred 
dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from oui lord. 
But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and acquit 
thee of thine oath.” The Caliph and the Lady yiubaydali laughed 
and returned to the palace, and he gave Abu al-Hasan the 
thousand dinars saying, ** Take them as a doueem for thy pre* 
serx^ation from death,** whilst her mistress did the like with 
Nuzhat al-Fuad, honouring her witli the same ivords. Klore* 
over, the Caliph increased the Wag in his soldc and supplies, and 
he and his ivife ceased not to live in joy and contentment, till 
there came to them the Destroyer of delights and Severer of 
societies, the Plunderer of palaces, and the Garnerer of graves. 


TFIE CALIPH OMAR BIN ABD AL-AZIZ 
AND THE POETS.« 


It is said that when the Caliphate devolved on Omar bin 
Abd al-Aziz' (of whom Allah accept), the poets resorted to him, 


often used m the metaphoncal sen^e of consuming. 


1 Arab ‘'Ihtirak’ 
torturing 

2 Arab ht = a sweetmeat, a gratuity, a thank-offering 

^ ^^ 2-3 88, Nights ccccwMi-ccccxwiv 

4 “ Thegood Cahph * and the fifth of the Orthodox, the other four being 
Abu Ba\r Omar, Osman and Ali; and omitting the eight intervening, Hasal 
grandson of the Prophet included He was the 13th Caliph and 8th 
Ommiade A H 99-101 (=717-720) and after a reign of three jears he was 
poisoned by his hinsmen of the Banu Hraayyah who hated him for his oietv 
ascehcisrn, and seventy in maVing them disgorge their ill-Kotten earns 
Moslem historians are unanimous in his praise Europeans find him an 
anachoicU comoimc, & frotde ei nspectahh figure, who lached the dtolomacv of 

His principal imUator was 

AbMuh^adi bi Hah, who longed for a return to the rare old days of Al-Isiam 
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nn ihry hntl hvm u^ctl to report to the Cahplis hcfojc hitn, and 
nl^'Jc ui hv: dy.^r dny<> and d \y^, hut he *^nficrocl (hem not to 
enter, till thc;e axuxa to him ’AtU bin Attnh,* who stood In^^di in 
e^ileem with hmu Jarir^ ted him and i>eggLd him tocra\c 
adtn^ i, n fo: :!)i m to the pu sence; so Adi answered, “’Tis 
♦ weir*; aral, gung in to Omar, said to him, “The poets are at 
thy tioor and ha\c bicn there days and days, yet hast thou not 
iixxnn them Kive to enttr, albeit their sa)ings abule® and their 
anuws hum ma:k rt^er fly vAdc/* Quoth Omar, “What have I 
to do vath the po:ls?" and quoth Adi, “O Commander of the 
I'mihful, tiu‘ Prophet (AbhaK * 1) was piaiscd by 4I poct^ and ga\c 
him Iugf-:e, and in hinP is an c\cmpiar to every Moslem/’ 
Quoth Onnt, “And who praised him?’* and quoth Adt, 
“'Abba*. !)in Mud is* praised him, and he d.u! him w'ith a suit 
and s-u h O Genero il}/ cut off from me his longue!” Asked 
the C\Jij>h, thou remember v.hat he slid ’ ” and Adi 

an wiTmI, Ivcjoined Onur, “Then lejicit it”; so Adi 

rejKr n.cd ^ i*—.- 


t Oanr ’AtH tsa An di; f^neraer of Kufih aad Pisrah under ** the good 
Oitqh" 

2 J:^r.r at Kbit if du c: c cf non hv\nn% of the ’* Isl tmt" iv>2t5, ue , 
\ 1 a V jn the br : c^'itun (A U ) Kfore the co’rujnioii of hngm^o 
Iv'MI, n>te Temsoal K‘. a>, Nuf nn ante) Ibn KInlldiu notices him at 
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\ Ar.'li " iMlivih” V h’ch nny nl^o mean ctcnnl as opposed to 
*’lA'ik** ~ (Msp^rai Orn: ^ arnuer aU the narrou.mmdod 

ftnMaiM vh'ch *a''eam*'iKI t!ie t"irly Modems they were puntaiucal 
n'x ao% rr.-'r* Cad-IUrciue'and they h itrd ** l>actr> and bamtmg” as 


hoi!\ a"i a^'i 

j{ aiu' (Jan e, \OMch Im honotirr.d me b) the 

nMO’d irvdm/ in tl.c rilnp^; of a era* jne iipst m> firt lx\o m>], , compU n; 
of t’lA “<,iirou% word Ab'^d **a‘t*'aptrf clb arbitrary and unusual group 
ci Ijitm Hhrk” May I a'V A»^i t in,!uis hoN\ he \^o'ild rt rdcr *’S'»V*am/* 
(vol i 1 ‘Ju ,) which appntnt!)'he voald confine to " Arabic MSS ” (*) 
Or vueld \ i yxrn , *u A*n‘^!n b/**'-.) h(un) a(ivl) 1 fr-.p) •• WkO 11 '* (whom G<x! 
Idr 1 ^ p b* t!*'* cdin r of Oclh'y ? fhit where would f>c the jxior old 

**bitarva’e' jfobh'e 1 to do Ik itf t than the authormt ab'v cs? 

5 Jle m> *) t ha.r 'Td '* b> mo^o than one. indudme the gn at f-abid ** 

6 1*1 hi, dii'i r •' m him ’’ (Mob immtd), O'* •• m it *’ (his action) 

7 cii'cf of tl • P\mi S»h)m Actorriing lo Tnban, Ahba^ bm Miidas 
(aw''lh1m>wr p^ct), Wmg di* ..ili fitd with the biOtj *il!oitcd to him by the 
rropet, itfu t \ it aiui hmiKiOfied Mohammed, who - aid to Ah, Cut off 
thii* tongm which attatW’h me/‘ tf. Silence him by gi\ing what will 
satu^fy him ” '1 fier^mpon Ah tloublrd the Satirist’s share 

t \r\h “YdBdd” Pd'll ibn IUbali was the Prophet’*! freedman and 
cti^ri sol i\ night cxliw Put Ithtl also signifies “moisture*’ or 
“Ivmt hct.nri*/‘ “inmefita'*: it may bj intended for a double entendre but 1 


prefer iho nwtonjmy. , , 

0 ’llu’ Mr 11 of this Kasidali iare too full of meaning to be tas*!), 
lransla*el it is finu old |)octry. 
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Su/flcmt nfa/ jytg/its. 

I snw llu'e, O tlum of human race, • Brin/r out a Bonk which 
biontrht (o Grace. 

Thou rliowcdbt rigid eons road to ineu astray » Trom Righti when 
darkest wrong line! t.dcn its place;— 

Thou with did^t light the gloomiest \vaj% • Quenching wuth proof 
Ihc ccnl*'offiowaidne^s; 

1 own for prophet mine Molianirned's .neU; • And man's award upon 
hi^i word we ba^'C; 

Thou mad I st straight tlic path that crooked ran, • Where in old days 
foul gn)w th o'ergrew’ its face. 

Exalt be thou m Joy’s empyrean * And Allah’s glor>* c\cr grow* apace. 

And indeed (continued Adi), this Elegy on the Prophet 
(Abhalc!) is w^ell knowm and to comment it v/ould be tedious.” 
Quoth Omar, “Who is at the door ?’* and quoth Adi, “Among 
them is Omar ibn Abi Rnbrali, the Korashi*”; whereupon the 
Caliph cried, “ May Allah show him no favour neither quicken 
him I Was it not he who said these verses :— 

Would Hca\cn what day Death shall \isit me • I smell as the 
foulest parts of Uicc^ smell! 

Could I in my clay-bed on Salmd lie * There to me were belter than 
Hea\en or Hell I 

Had he not been (continued the Caliph) the enemy of AJlah, 
he had wished for her in this world, so he might after repent and 
return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to 
me ! Who is at the door other than be ? “ Quoth Adi, “ Jamfl 
bin T^Ia’mar al-U^ri"* is at the door ” ; and quoth Omar, “ ’Tis he 
\vho saith in one of his elegies:— 

Would Hea\cn conjoint w-c Incd, and if I die • Death only grant me a 
gra%c witlfm her grave: 

For IM no longer deign to live my life • If cold upon her head is 
laid the pa\e.^ 

Quoth Omar, “ A^vay with him from me! Who is at the 
door? ” and quoth Adi, “ Kuthay^dr *Azzah^”; wdiereupon Omar 
cried, “ ’Tis he who saith in one of his odes :— 


1 : / , of the Kora^sh tribe For his disorder)} life see Ibn Khallihan u 
372 he died however, a holy death, battling against the Infidels in A H 93 
(=^ 711-12), some five jears before Omar’s reign. 

2 Arab “Bajn farsi-k \va 'l-daml < r , alluding to his mistress’s person 

3 " Jamil the Poet,” and lover of Buthajnah see vol ii, night xJi.\ , Ibn 
KbaUikan (1 331), and Al-Mas’udi (vi 381), who quotes him copiously. He 
died A H S2 (==701), or sixteen jears before Omar’s reign. 

4 Arab " Safih ” = the slab over the grave 

5 A contemporary and fnend of Jamil and the famous lov’cr of Azzah; 
See vol 11, night xhx , and Al-Mas’udi, \i 426 The word **Kutha}}ir" 
means *<the dwarf,” Term. Essay, 
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SortK' l.iJk of faith nn<l rroci) and nothin^j ohc * And wait forp.uns of 
Ih'll in prajer <^cnt ’d 

But did the) lu nr ulial 1 from Ar^ah hrard^ • TheyM make prostration, 
fearful, at her feet. 

Lca\c the mention of him. Who is at the door?’’ Quoth 
Adi, “AhAlnvas al-’Ansfirh*” Cried Omar, “Allah Almifj^hty 
put him away ,nnd cstnmgc him from liis mercy! Is it not he 
who Mid, hcrliymmg^on a Madmite’s slave-girl, so she might 
outlive her lord:— 

Allah Im jnd[;e betwixt mo and her lord! * Who c\cr flics wUli her and 
1 pursue. 

He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other 
than he?** Adi tcpiicd, “ HaminAm bin Ghahb ahFarardah®’*; 
and Omar snid, “ *'I is he w'ho snith, glorjdng in whoring:— 

Two iprls let me down ciKhty fatlioms deep, * Ai- low- sweeps tlie falcon 
wp pini'"‘n'' spread: 

And died, as my toes touched l!io ground, “ Dost live • To return, or 
tlic f d! hath it done thee dead > 

He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other 
than he?** Adi tcplu I, “ AhAkhtal ahTagldiW* *' and Omar 
Mid, “ He is the Miscreant who eaith in Ids singing:— 

Baun/an I ne*< r fasted in life lane; iniy • I ate fics!i in public at 

undum da\ 

Nor chide I tlm fair, i^\c in w'ay of lo\c, * Nor reek .N!cccah's plain ^ 
lu «ihatien way: 

Nor rtaml 1 prau'ng like rc^t who erj* • “ IIic s dvatiomvardrA** at the 
daw nV flr^ t ray. 

Hut I drink hi r cookd* by frcsli Northern brecrc • x\nd my head at 
dawn to lur prone I I ly.® 

i f / . k ihc of pra;,er 

t In I’^cd rdjt ** vM*‘M'Mwav‘«,’* cl'*ncal error noticed in Ibn KlnUikan, 
i 526 nil *^aiirts hanl*ihul hmi to DdiUk Island in the Red S1.1, and he 
lUcdAH 170 (-705*^0 

3 Ano^h'T frunniu p<Ht Aba TirAs IIa*nm.<m or Hiima\m {dtmtn. form), 
rts d'-hiurkM ns ]nnr> who dud fortj l>eforc him in A U Jio { = 72S-29). 
nt Ha^r.ih Cf l»rm I>. a\ 

4 A fimouH Chn'lisii port See C dc Pcrcc^ak Joum Asiat Apnl, 
iS3g Ibn Klnlldin in 13C, and Term 

5 The |rott ijuami ilni nnhke other fa^ter5 he (its meat oj)en 1 y. See 
Pilj^rimarr (1 jio), for the psp^ih^ hyjvicn^N 

0 Arab •• B.illA,*’ the lowland*; and plains outside the Meccan Vallc} 
Sc* Al Ma^huli, M 137 Mr. (now Sir) W Muir in his Life of Mahomet, 
i p cce, nunrl s iitv>n nv rdenmnee (iii 252) that in placing Arafat 
12 mih* from Mfccah, I lad ynen 3 mden to Muna. 3 to Murdalifah *i 
3 to \rafat ~ 0 hut tin tidal docb not incUidc the buburLs of Mcccah and 
the bn idth of the VrafatACdlc) 

7 Tb( vord^of the Arin, \ol i ^06 

8 Win*'" in Arabic h feminine, ** ShamCd” = liquor hung in the wind to 
cook n favourite Arab p^ctice often noticed b) the fiocts 

p y r , 1 will fill down dead drunk 




.2 SupJ>lemcntal ^^lgh{s. 

By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the 
door, other than he ? " Said Adi, Jarir ibn al-Kdiatafah " ; and 
Omar cried, “ ’Tis he who saith 

But for Uhspying glances had our e} es espied » Eyne of the antelope 
and ringlets of the Reems ^ 

A Huntress of the eyes^ b\ night-tide came and I « Cried, “Turn in 
peace, no time for visit this, mcscems! 

An it must be and no help, admit Jaiir.” So Adi went forth 
and admitted Janr, who entered, saving .— 

Yea, he who sent Mohammed unto man, ♦ A just successor for Imam® 
assigned. 

His ruth and justice all mankind embrace, * To daunt the bad and 
stabhsh ^velbdeslgned, 

Verily now I look to present good, * For man has ever transient weal 
in mind 

Quoth Omar, “0 Jarir, keep the fear of Allah before thine 
eyes and say naught save the sooth,” And Jarir recited these 
couplets:— 

How many widows loose the hair m far Yainamah-land* • How many 
an orphan there abides feeble of voice and eye, 

Since faredst thou who wast to them instead of father lost • When they 
hLe nested fledglings were sans power to creep or fly 1 
And now we hope, since brake the clouds their word and troth with us, * 
Hope from the Caliph’s grace to gam a rain® that ne’er shall dry. 

When the Caliph heard this, he said “ By Allah, O Jarir, 
Omar possesseth but an hundred dirhams.® Ho boy I do thou 
give them to him.” ]\Ioreo\er, he gifted him vnth the ornaments 
of his sword; and Jarir w’^ent forth to the other poets, who asked 
him, “ What is behind thee’ ? ” and he answered, “ A man who 
giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and with him I am 
w'ell-pleased ” 

1 At^b '* Ardm,’* plu of Irm, a beautiful girl, a white deer, The W’ord is 
connected with the Heb Resm (Deut >.\.vui which has been explained 
unicorn, rhinoceros, and aurochs It is the Ass Rimu, the wild bull of the 
mountains, provided with a human lace, and placed at the palace-entrance to 
frighten awa> foes, demon or human 

2 i r , she who ensnares [allj ejes 

3 iT^iavt, the spiritual title oi the Caliph, as head of the Faith and leader 
(ht '* foreman, Antistes) of the people at pra5er. See vol iu . night ccbwxv 

4 For lamamah see vol u, night xhx. Omar bm Abd al-Aziz was 

governor of the province before he came to the Caliphate* To the note on 
Zarka, the blue^jed Yamamite. I may add that Marwan was called Ibn 
Zarka, ^n of •• la femme au drapeau bleu,” such being the sign of a public 
prostitute Al-Mas’udi, v. 509 & o 

5 Rmn and bounty, I have said, are synonvmous, 

6 About £2. los 
71/, what IS thy news. 
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AL4IAjJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG 

I^IEN,' 


Tniv tell that AMIajjaj* onto hade the Chief of Police his 
iuiind$ ahntt Paswah city i)y night, and wiiom‘^ocver he found 
abroad after ^tipper-tide that he should smite his neck. So he 
w'cnt round one nieht of the nights »ind came upon three youths 
swaying and stagg< ring from side to side, and on them signs of 
wincdnbbing. So the watch laid hold of them and the captain 
id to th<m, Who be you that \c dur^t transgicss the com¬ 
mandment of the Commandtr of the FaithfuP and come abroad 
at thi^ hour ?Quoth one of the Noutlis, I nm the son of him 
to whom rdl necks* abase themselves, alike the no'^e-picrced of 
tlum and the bre d:er; the} come to him in their own despite, 
abject and sttbnuV^u c, and he t.ikcth of their uciUh and of their 
blox/ The Master of Police held his hand from him, sa}ing, 
** Ut’hkc he is of the kinMuen of the Prince of True Pehc\crs/* 
and said to the second, ** Who art thou?’* Ouoih he, ** I am 
the son of him v.ho^e rank* Time ab-e^eih not, and if it be lowered 
one day, ’twill assured!} return to its former height; thou secst 
the folk crowd in triAjps to the light of his fire, some standing 
around it and some Mlting/’ So the Chief of Police refrained 

1 Ldti . vol \i VP tS-N 9, cccc‘MMV 

2 Of thr. rful 1 u'c and 1 la\o .spohm m 

\el U nkfjttCMXsft andnth* 1 nn\ add rbatht built Wisit cu>. A If 

miuml toiit^r^nuraudcvMbsation amnni:^! ihcArafn 

\Vlu*n tils Umm vk» Catiob \l> I alAHbk U>ins to hi> Wibd, 

to AbHajj'^; anti bono if him, for, vi-nly, he it i*; who hath covered I for 
}uu the pulpii' . aj.d lie 1 tin *word and ih) re;ht hand nr'ain‘U all op|>oncnt«;, 
thoa mnd»- A him m“>Tt tlnn he nr- vlcth thf*< and whin I die summon the folk 
to the ro.t nant of athKl w.ri,: and he who sauU with luj ht.ad—thus, sn\ thou 
vuh tin * woni—thu<; ^ “ QkSijuti, p 225) jet the historian 'iimplj obbcncs, 
** the l>f'rd cor-*' him 

3 1 r , purn throurh his lieutenant 

4 jvf •)nccdtK:hon for head*?. 7 he pa^^^^ac’c h a dc'^cription 
of a harKr-MirKCon in a lonc^ of douhtc-enttndre;. the “no'ie pierced*" 
fMaVhruin) is tlw subject who is kd 1)> tlio no.c hke a camel with halter 
and nnr» wd the “ bre'iker*' (hashnn) nnj l>c a breaker of bread as the word 
orifptnll)* mtanl, nr breaker of bones JLa^^tly the *' wealth ** (mdl) is q 
recondite allusion to thf* hair 

3 Arab *' Kadr ** with a rlian;:c of vowel makes ♦‘Kidr” r: a cooklnq-poi 
Thcdcacriptkm U t^at of an ituur.ant relief of boiled beans (I‘ul mudammas) 
*^ul! common m Can )* The * h,:ht of Ins fire ’* suu^Lsts a douhle-cntcndre, 
tome ivn.crhd Chief like miUcilul King Kulajb See vok j. in^ht xU 

VOL. r<. 
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from skying him and ashed the third, " Who art tiiou ? ” He 
answered, “ I am the son of him who pluiigeth through the 
ranks^ with his might and IcxeUctli tlieni xvith tJie sword, so that 
they stand straight- his feet are not loosed fiom tlie stirrup, 
whenas the hoi semen on the day of the battle are u-w-eary.” 
So the klastei of Police held his hand from him also, saying, 
“Bclilie, he is the son of a Biave of the Arabs." Then he 
kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowcd ho 
referred then case to Al-Hajjaj, who caused biing them before 
him and enquiring into their affair, when behold, the first w-as 
the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a bean-seller, and the 
third of a weaver. So he marx ellcd at their eloquent readiness 
of speech and said to the men of his a.'^sembly, “ Teach your sons 
the rhetorical use of Arabic-, for, by ADali, but for their readv 
xxdt, I had smitten ofl their heads 1 ” 


HARUN AL-RASHID AND THE WOMAN 
OF THE BARAIECIDES.'’ 

They tell^ that Hanin Al-Rashid was sitting one da}" to abate 
gnevances, when there came up to him a woman and said, O 
Commander of the Faithful, may Allah perfect thy purpose and 
gladden thee in whatso He hath given thee and increase thee in 
elevation ^ Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably.^’’ 
Quoth the Cahph to those who were present with him, Knou 
ye what this one meanetli her sa^Tng ? and quoth they, 
** Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Prince of 
True Believers.’ Al-Rashid rejoined, "^Nay, in this she pur- 


on fightmg-men or the rows of threads 

threads T\ith the ^^ca^er T\ho lc\els and corrects his 

Mho mahes mem stand 

loop of cord m nhich the foot 



ji //’* It of the Jh'irf^iCiiiicSt 

p.wlh only toon^c ino* As lor her ‘Allah perfect thy 

putpn^^e,’ she hnlh taken it from the Myin[^ of the poet:— 

When thv pnrpc. effi rtei] hs decay; * ^\ hen they say 

*Thy hi V w-ni fc*l \\\m muo *i%\dl pa*'s away. 

Aii for lu i sa\ini:; ‘Allah td^hni thee \n whalso He hath driven 
thte/ '-he ak it from the ra}in" of Aimiehty Allah,* ‘Tdl, 
wrunii^ lln.y wen* ^Ixddened in lint which the) wena given, We 
Middenly I *:d lu^ld of them and lo, they were in dc';p ur T As for 
het *-a\inr.^, ‘ All di incicisf: ihvc in elevation!' slie v< 3 iok it from 
the saving nf the t 

* No fii* r tie th ii e.cr tall » het as he He th '‘hall come to falk* 
And as for her tying, ‘ Indeed, thou hast done juruitc and 
vaoughit 0 pulaMyd 'ti.. funi the s vying of the Ahnighty, Mf jc 
swtrve' or la;: t" huul or turn n^de, venly, Alhh of that which 
d.> i; v.eH iva.n ,ind ‘As for the rv.ancrs* they cue fuel for 
JUll,*” Thf n he turn* t' tu the woman a'ul a<' cd lu i, “ 1*^ it not 
(iurs"'* Answvrcd^he; ‘‘Vc>, O Conunandor of the FaUJifuf,’" 
and quslh he, “ \\'lnl prompted then to tins''” Ouoth she, 
“Thou rlewcst my putnts and tny 1 inslolk and de~,pnK*dst tlunr 
g x>v!.’* Hnquiicd the Cnhph, “ Wiioin meanest thou ? ” and slie 
lephf'd, “1 arn of the hot'c of Darmak.” Then said he to her, 
“ An for tiio dv nl, they au' of those who arc past away, and it 
bjfjttth not io speal: of them; hut, ns for that whicli I took of 
whmUIu it shall forthright he restored to thee, yea, and more than 
ltd* And he was b junuful to her to tire uttermost of hi^ bounties. 


THE TEX V;AZ1RS; OR THE HISTORY OF 
KISG AZ.iDllXKUr AND IDS SON.* 

Tjil.rr. v..i'i once, f)f oK! divi-, a King of tho Kingb, who'^enainc 


a \i Al’ik K thr< itcrwgr tmhslux t*"» “ An I when thc\ ha»I 

x\n v unhu, i We I o^vn to ihsm die yxxu. of all din\:^, until, 

V 1* n Ihr \ Vt fi'»J ViufJ, ' etc , 

- Aihb ’■ lau'lu a1,o me** Ye do injuaite'’* quoicd from 
K'*ran i»* 13? , , 

3 Arab. ** AbKthkuna’* before cxphmty! homn K\ti 15 

4 Brt^.l nan \ol M, pp iOT-343r nights ccccvs\\ cccd \\>mi This is 
the ohi rvnan n.^M]t>ar Aanich. t f , the ilooiv of BaUigwar, *50 called from 

^thc pnuct and hcr<i "l ortnnc *\ I rusul ” In the talc of Jih ad and Shinias 
tJm of AV.uirs r. st\cn, a> \ntrl m the Bindilnd c>dc‘ litre we have 

the full t I’r as adMHtd b> the Imam abjara i, * u is meet for a man before 



^5 Supplemental 

was Azddbakht; his capital was bight Kunaym Madud» and his 
kingdom extended to the confines of Sistan= and from the confines 
of Hindostan to the Indian Ocean. He had ten Wazirs, who 
ordered his kingship and his dominion, and he was possessed of 
judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with 
certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an Eunuch 
riding a mare and heading in hand the halter of a she-miile, which 
he led along. On the mule's back was a domed litter of brocade 
purfled with gold and girded ivith an embroidered band set with 
pearls and gems, and about it was a company of Knights. kATien 
King Azadbakht saw this, he separated himself from his suite and, 
making for the horsemen and that mule, questioned them, saying, 
“ To whom belongeth tins litter and what is therein ? ” The 
Eunuch answered, (for he knew not that the speaker was King 
Azadbakht) sajing, “ This litter belongeth to Isfahand, AVazir 
to King Azadbakht, and therein is his daughter, uhoni he is 
minded to many’ to the King hight Zad Shdh.” As the 
Eunuch uas speaking iiith the king, behold, the maiden 


entenng npon ortant undertakings to consult ten intelUgent fnends, if v.e 
ha\e onij fiAC, to applj tAMce to each , if on!) one, ten timc'A at different visits, 
and if none, let him repair to his \\ ife and consult her , and \\hatc\ cr she 
advises him to do let him do the clear contrary ” (quoting Omar), or as says 
Tomra) Moore, 

U hene'er jou're in doubt, said a sage I once knew, 

’Twixt two lines of conduct which course to pursue, 

Ask a woman’s advice, and Avhate’er she ad\ise 
Do the verv reverse, and jouVe sure to be wise 
The Romance of the Ten Wazirs occurs in dislocated shape in the 
"Xomeaux Contes Arabes, ou Supplement au\ MiUe et une Nuits, etc. 
par M VAbbe * * ^ Pans, 17SS It is the "Storj of Bohetzad (Bakht-zad 
—Luck-bom, V p ). and his Ten Viziers,” m vol lu , pp *2-30 of the ** Arabian 
Tales,” etc , published b> Dom Chavis and M Cazoite, in 17S5 , a copy of 
the English translation by Robert Heron, Edinburgh, 1792, I owe to the 
kindness of Mr Leonard Smithers, of Sheffield It appears also in vol viu 
of M C de Perceval’s Edition of the Nights , in Gaultier’s Edition (vol \i)# 
and as the^**Histona Decern Vizironim et fihi Regis Azad-bacht,*’ tevt and 
translation b} Gustav KnOs. of Goettingen (1807) For the Turkish, Malav, 
and other versions, see (p xwvui etc) ”The Bakhtivar Nama.” etc 
Edited (from the Sir ilham Ouselej’s version of iSoi) bv Mr W. A ciouston 
and pnvatelj printed, London, 1SS3 The notes are valuable but their vvorth 
of an indev I am pleased to see that Mr E J 
M Gibb IS publishing the •* History of the Fort> Vezirs, or, the Stor> of the 
Forty Moms and Eves ” written m Turkish bj ”Shevkh-Zadah,'' evident]} a 
nom de plume (for Ahmad al-Misn’). and translated from an Arabic MS 
which prohablj dated about the w th centur}' 

r In Clmvis and Cazotte the '• kingdom of Dmeroux (comprehending all 
Sjna and isles of the Indian Ocean) whose capital was Issessara " An 
^ucle in tjie Edinburgh Review (]u]y, rSS6), calls the - Supplement” a 

sufelelore^nfing’ “P " 

Sijistan. the classical Drangiana or 

Eero Rustem. ^ ^ ^ 
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r.iiicd n corner of ihc curUnn thnt shut in the litter, 
she nn‘;ht laoh \ipon the speaker, nnd saw the Ivin;^. 
\\ hca AndinKht l>c!it*Id her and noted Iicr fashion and her 
kntlinoss, (and indeed never did ?ecr^ espy her like,) Ins 
inclines] to her and she to^lc hold upon his heart and he 
ravished by her n^^ht. So he sad to the Eunuch, **Turn 
t})c mnk’*> held ami rctuifu for 1 arn Km^ A/adInkht and hi 
\cry iovdi I wjil many lici in}self, in iMUUch as Isfahand her 
sire IS my \Va/ir and he will accept of tins iifiau and it wili 
not be hatd to him/' Ansuurcd the Eunuch, “O kinct* Allah 
prolong thy continnance, have patience till I acquaint my lord 
her fnrent, and thou shall wed licr in Ihc way of consent, for 
It K’sittclh thee not, neither is it scomlv fm thee, to seize 
heron this v\ise, sccin^^ that it will be an affront to her father 
an thou take her without Ins l;nowi(dr;e/' Quoth A/adlnkht, 
I have not patience to wait till thou lepair to her sire and return, 
and no ^hame will betide hnn, if I inaTiy’ her/’ And quoth the 
tunuth, “O rn\ Inid, naiif;ht that in h.istc is done lonc,^ endureih 
nor doth the hetrt rejoice therein; and indeed it bchoveth thee 
not to talvc her on this unsc muI} vvi.^c. Whatsoever betideth thee, 
destroy not thy->e!f with hartc, for I know that her sire’s breast 
wdl l>c rtraitenccl by this affair and this that tliou dost wdll not 
win thv w'ish/' Eut the kinf^srud, ** Verily, Isfihand is niv Mame¬ 
luke niul a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, ,in he 
be fain or nnfain/* So savini^ he drew the reins of the nude and 
canvm^ the damsel, whose name was Eahrjaur,* to hi^ hou'^e 
inarrietl her. Meanwhile, the Eunuch betook himself, he and the 
knij^hts to her sire and said to him, ** O xny lord, thou Last served 
the kini;^ many years’ service and thou ha<?t not failed liim a 
i/mqlo day ; and now lie hath taken thy daimhtor without thy con¬ 
sent and permission/* And he related to him what had passed 
and how lire kin^ had fci/ed her by force. When Isfahand heard 
the eunuch’s words, he was wroth with e\cec(ling wrath and 
assembling many troops, said to them, Whenas the king 
WMS occupied with his w'omcn^wc took no icck of him; 
but now he putteth out his hand to our Ilariin; w’hercforc 
’tis my rede that vve look us out a place wdicicin we may have 
sancluaty/* 'I'hcn he wrote a letter to King Azadbakht, say- 


t An]> luu'i a profession'll talc U Her. mIiicU Mr Pwiic justly holds 
to h? a cicnral rrror for ’* /Aii, a b^hoUlcf. one \sho Jiccth ’* 

z In !’(rtian themmevsouldbe IJahr-i-Jaur r.’Muck ** (or fcitunc/'bahr ”) 
of Jaur-(or Jur-) CJt>. , 

3 Supply *• and eared naught fur hii> Kingdom 


St'ffL mental j\yi;his 


in^ to him, ** I am a ^lameluke of ihy ?^lamelukes and a slave of 
thy sla\e5 and my daughtei at thy sendee is a hand*maid, and 
Almighty Allah prolong thy da>s and appoint thy times to be in 
jo\ and gladness i Indeed, I ^sent ever waist-girded in thy ser¬ 
vice and in caung to consen^e th> dominion and Avaiding off from 
thee all thy foes; but noA\ I abound yet more than crewhile in 
zeal and watchfubiess, because I have taken this chaige upon 
nnself, since my daughter is become thy wife/’ And he 
despatched a courier to the king vith the letter and a present. 
When the messenger came to King Azadbakht and he read the 
letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced A\dth joy 
exceeding and occupied himself vith eating and dnnldng, hour 
after hour. But the chief Wazir of his W'aziis came to him 
and said, “ O king, kno\\ that Isfahand the Wazir is thine 
enemy, for that his soul hkclh not that A\hich thou hast done 
with him, and this messai^e he hath sent thee is a tridv, so 
rejoice thou not therein, cither be thou misled by the sweets 
of his say and the softness of his speech,'* The king hearkened 
to his Wazir’s ‘Speech but piesently made light of the matter 
and busied himself \Mth that t\hich he was about of eating and 
c nnking, pleasunng and nitir}making. Meanwhile, Isfahand 
the \\ .^zir WTote a letter and sent it to all the Emirs, acquainting 
them with thit which had betided him from King Azadbakht 
and how^ he had foiced his daughter, adding, “And indeed he 
will do with you more than he hath done with me.*’ When 
the letter reached the chiefs/ they all assembled together to 
Isfahand and said to hnn, “ What was his affair^ ? ” Accordingly 
he disco\ered to them the matter of his daughter and they 
all agreed, of one accord, to stn\e for the slaughter of the 
king, and, taking horse a\ ith their troops, they set out to seek 
him Azadbakht knew naught till the noise of the rcAolt beset 
his capital city, when he said to his wdfe Bahrjaur, “ Ilow" 
shall we do?’* She answered, “Thou know^est best and I am 
at thy commandment ’*; so he bade fetch tw’O swift horses 
^d bestrode one himself, whilst his wnfe mounted the other. 
Then they took what they could of gold and A\ent forth, flying 
t roug the ni ght to the desert of Karman®; while Isfahand 


o i a •• P ** Tarf,’* a great and liberal lord 

Bre.=d Fda ^ Kajf is a fa\ountc word not onh in the 

vuf'-arh *'and Sjna Classically w e should wnte 

cau4 fancifulh denved from Kirman Pers worms be- 

da^^ name is of 

bet\\een theGermann Herodotus (in 93) Ijmg 

Strabo and Sinus dannLcTsTn mher Kamiania appears m 



7 /t‘ V/ //U ///sA^/r /u/!X /;/s S(//: 39 

cntcroJ thv aty an I mide himsalf kwvu Now Kini^ A/>.idhaUhl*s 
v\iK w hhi^ whh Uiilil atui Ihu l.ib mr pauis took hen in iho 
ntotiUtain; *-> ihiy alighted t\i the foul, by a sjninij of water, and 
‘4ic Inrc a 1> >v as he were the moon. Dahijaur liis mother pullcth 
<al a co\t of ;^oKl-woT<'n brocade and v/rappod the thdd therein, 
md they the mj:ht ui that place, she him the brcibt 

ul\ 'rhen s nd the king to her, “ We are h unpered by 

thi. chffd uid cinnutabuic hcicuoi oin we caxry him wUh ns; bO 
mcthhilv,s \>e Ind belter leave him iu thisbte.td and wend our wa}s, 
for Allah i^ able to rend him one who shall take him and roar 
himd* So they wept o\er him with cveoeding ^orc wacping and 
left him the fomu ua, wrapped in that coat of brocaulc , 

then liny Jaul at his lu id a thousand gold pieces in a bag and 
mounthii; tlieli hoi-^ia, hied forth and fled. Now, In Iho 
tirdin uioo of the Mo.t Hi^di Lord, a company of highway robbeis 
k d up M a car.nan ii nd by tint m miUain and despoiled them 
of wh It was with th.m of m 'roinnd*^e. Then they betook them* 
to the hi\h laud., i i they might share their loot, and 
^^^t!ong at ih'‘hn ilmoof, *. ^pied the coat of brocade: ro they 
to wli.il it WMs, and behold, it was a boy wrapped 
llitrhu and thi gold kod at his Ir id. They marveiled and said, 
''Txai <-lln AlLvhl I)y w a it misdeed conieth thn child herc^** 
Thcmit an they tii\ui^d the monc\ b^.tweon them and the captain’ 
of th' ii*;;hwa\mv’n t ok the boy and made him his son and fed 
him vath sweet milk and d itcs^ till he came to Ins house, when 
he app *inlc<i a nar^e for uanng him. Mtamvhile, Kmg 
Ar-ad'oiKht and ho, wife stued not m their thght till they 
came to the c uia of the King of Fais. wh name was Kisra.® 
When tluv pr»"^^ntel theuisehcs to him, he honoured them v/jtli 
all h sioar and untertamed them wdth handsomest enteilammcnt, 
and A/adbakht (old him hi (ale from mcept to conclusion. So 
he gave him a mighty power and wealth galore and he abode 
with him some days till he was rested, wdien he made ready 
wdth ins ♦tnd <^etting out for his mvn ilominions, wMged 
war with Isfihuul and falling in upon the capital, defeated 
the wdiilo:ne Munster and slew* him. Then he entered the 
edv and sat down on the throne of Ins Kingbhip; and whenas 
lie^was n aed and his kingdom wa\cd peiccful for him, he 


1 Arab **Kabd» la otvi uho ‘its \\aK a coUl'i^uc, hence the Span 
AlcavUe; in U Ij . - coload, atnJ is pnCixcl r c , Ka id Made in 

i A kavouriie fovl, Al-Uarn t ills the d ut-i .and cream, ^vhlch were sold 
loc'etbf t lu Intats, th» *' Trou i Kide** on ihc dt* »red StLcd ” 

U In Ibt 4 I sbt \i i*A lo m’-ji.mt ** Kutru ’ Chavis and Cazottc 
ha\c * Jv u.ura '* In ihe st^r) oi Uihkard v.o fmd a IkN “ Yatru ” 
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despatched messengers to tlie mountain aforesaid in search of 
the child, but they returned and informed the king that they 
had not found him. As time ran on, the boy, the son of the 
king, grew up and fell to cutting the way ^ with the highway¬ 
men, and tliey used to chivvy him with them, whenever they 
went banditting. They sallied foith one day upon a caravan 
m the land of Sistan, and there uere in that cara\an strong 
men and valiant^ and with them a mighty store of mcichandise. 
Now they had heard that m that land banditti abounded: so 
they gathered themselves together and gat ready their u capons 
and sent out spies, uho retuincd and gave them news of the 
plunderers. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when 
the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell upon them and 
the twain fought a sore fight. At last the caravan-folk over¬ 
mastered the highwa}nien by dint of numbers, and slew some 
of them, uhilst the others fled.* They also took the boy, the 
son of King Azadbaldit, and seeing him as he were the moon, 
a model of beauty and lo\eIiness, bright of face and engraced 
with grace, asked him, “Who is thy father, and how* earnest thou 
with these banditti ^ ” And he answered, saving, “ I am the son 
of the Captain of the highwaymen.’^ So they seized him and 
carried him to the capital of his sire, King Azadbakht. \Mien 
they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and com¬ 
manded that they should attend him wath what befitted of their 
goeds. Accordingly they presented themsehes before him, and 
the boy wath them, whom when the king saw, he asked them, 
“ To wKom I elongeth this boy ^ ” and the}’ answ’ered, “ O King, 
w^ewere going on such a road, when there came out upon us a 
sort of robbers; so we fought them and beat them off and took 
this boy pnsoner. Then we questioned him, saying, Who is thy 
sire ? and he replied, I am the son of the robber-captain.” Quoth 
the king, “ I would fain have this boy ” : and quoth the captain 
of the caravan, “ Allah maketh thee gift of him, O king of the 
age, and we all are thy slaies.” Then the king (who w’as not 
aware t at the boy w’as his son) dismissed rhe caravan and bade 
palace and he became as one of the pages, 
while his sire the king still knew not that he was his child. As 

e a} s ro ed on the king observed in him good breeding and 
un ers an ing and handiness galore and he pleased him ; so he 
treasuries to his charge and shortened the Wazirs’ 

nd therefrom, commanding that naught should be taken forth 

^ Ga\e o the youth. On this wuse he abode a number of 


* ^ tra%ellers, a term which has often occurred 



7iti \\\tz,rs, or t) c Ifisfon oj Ktn:^ AutdlwUit oud hts Son, 

yenr*^ and llui Knv: inv, in him o*ily i^ood conduct and the habit of 
ri^hb Kow the trtasnne^ lind been aforetime in the 

hands of the Wanm to do ^uth them v>]iatso they a\ouid, and 
whtn lln y rune tindet the Noulhn hand, that of the Mini‘;lci*' 
vas shorlemd from tinnn, and he biraincdcaun than a son to the 
Ivini: \\ho could not Mi}>p'‘rt heinj^ sejMraled from juni. When 
tlu Wa.m^srv/ this, liuy were jealous of ium and ciuicd liim 
nnd^oM’dUa de*>ire acamsl him wherein they mi^ht oust him 
from tin Kini:s<>c,* hut found no me ins. At laM, niien Fate 
ilv cendvd,'^ it ch mud lint tlie yoiuli one day of the di\s dmnk 
nine and berame dniuKen and wandered from his rijrht wits; 
so In' fell to lound ab nil wUhin the land’s pilace and 

]>e tiny kd liim to the Jodf;in|> t)f the women, in wdiich there 
was a little sicepnu; chamber, where the kinj^ lay with Ins wdfe. 
Thither came the jouth and enterin»^ the dormitory, found there 
a spread couch, to wit, a sle^^pini; place, so he cist himself on 
the bed, mpr\cninf^ at the paintings tint were in the cinmber, 
wliidi was lighted by one wa\en taper. Presently he fell asleep 
and durnlHred hendy till iwenltde, when there came a hand¬ 
maid, bringing with her as of wont all the dessert, eatables 
ami dnnkabhs, usually mule ready for the king and his wife, 
am! sieing the youth lying on ins hack, (and none knowing of 
his CISC and he in his dninkemuxss unknowing where he was,) 
thought that he was the king aslc*’p on his couch ; so she set the 
censing-v< S5» i and hid the ]>crfuines by the bedding, then shut 
the door and went her wuns. Soon after this, the king arose 
from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by ilio hand, repaired 
with her to the cinmber in winch he slept* ilc opened the door 
and entered when, lo and behold ! he saw' the youth lying on the 
bed, wdi^roupan iie turned to his wife and s^nd lo her, ‘‘\\hat 
cloth thi^- youth here? This fellow' cometh not hither save on 
thine account.'' Said she, “I ha\c no knowdedge of him.” 
Hereupon the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up 
and prostrated himself before him, and Azadhakht said to him, 
“OmIc of birth,’’ O traitor of uinvoith, what hath driven thee 
to my dw'elling? *’ And he bade imprison him in one place and 
the Queen in another* 

1 f /■, tlic ro>at favour. 

2 / r . lieu the f lUd hour camt» down (from Heaven) 

^ \.s the nirhts ln\e prent I in nnn> place-% the Asl {origin) of a man is 
[Kiimlarly heUl lo innnence ht% conchu t throiKhout life So the lewcllcr’s 
wife (vol IX) of ’“LTV lie birth, winch accountwl for her \ilc comfiict. .and 
reference is lnrdl> ncccs^ar\ to n ho»t of other instances We can trace the 
Mme idea in (he *ia>ings and folk-lore of the Wcit, fX> 
incnlir, etc»etc 
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GTIjc Ticdt Dnp-* 

OF THE USELESSKESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST 
PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE. 

When the morning morro\Ycd and the Wng sat on the throne of 
his langship, he summoned his Grand AVazir, the Premier of all 
his Alinisters, and said to him, “How scest thou the deed 
this robber-youth hath done ^ ^ He hath entered my Hanm and 
lain down on m> couch and I fear lest there be an object between 
him and the woman. What deemest thou of the affair ^ ” Said 
the Wazir, “ Allah prolong the king's continuance 1 Wlnt sawest 
thou in tliis >outh=’ Is he not ignoble of birth, the son of 
thieves ? Needs must a thief revut to his aile origin, and whoso 
reareth the serpent's brood shall get of them naught but biting 
As for the woman, she is not at fault; since from time ago until 
now\ nothing appeared from her e\cept good breeding and modest 
bearing , an at this present, an the king gi\e me leave, I will go 
to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.’* 
The king gave him leave for tliis and the Wazir went to the 
Queen and said to her, “ 1 am come to thee, on account of a grave 
shame, and I would fain have thee soothfast with me in speech 
and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber.” 
Quoth she, “ I have no knowledge whatsoever of it, no, none at 
all, ’ and sware to him a binding oath to that intent, whereby he 
knew that the woman had nu inkling of the affair, nor Avas in fault, 
and said to her, “ I wall shew^ thee a sleight, a\ herewith thou 
mayest acquit thyself and thy face be wdntened before the king.” 
Asked she, “ W hat is it ? ” and he answered, “ When the king 
calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him :— 
bonder youth saw’ me in the boudoir-chamber, and sent me a 
message, saying;—I wall give thee an hundred grains of gem for 
whose pnee money may not suffice, so thou amU suffer me to enjoy 
thee I laughed at him Avho bespake me Avith such proposal and 
rebuffed him, but he sent again to me saying'—^An thou consent 
not thereto I wall come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie 
down m the sleeping-chamber, and the king Aidll see me and slay 
so A\dlt thou be put to shame and thy face shall be blackened 


^ If. ‘ deemest thou he hath done? 

2 The apodosis wanting •* to make thee trust in him ? '* 
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unh uun atnllhiut^ honour (h^honourrcK 1>c this thy si} mg to 
tho hing, :ui 4 I VviH fare to him forthrii;hl* ruul upeal this to him/* 
thmth the Qwiu, “ Atui I ako will siv thus/' Accordingly, the 
M:nistt r rcimia >1 U> tlu* KmgantlMui to him, Vcniy, Ihi^ }outh 
li.ith mnittd giu \oiH r^iu^ and p nilUt s nftci the abundance of 
thy i'oanty, and no henu I Vvlurh is biller can i\a\ sv.oct'; but, 
as f,‘r the i\omin. I am rerlihed that there is no default in her/* 
Thcr( u]wii ho lepiatt d lo the King the <;lory i\hich he had taught 
tlu ea, \xlneh v*hen Anadb d;ht heatd, he rent his raiment and 
b Kie the \outh bo brouglit S^i thc\ fetched him and set him before 
thelvurg ^^lK> bulo suuu.mn the Sv^arrhT. and the f»>lk all fi\cd their 
r\e'. up m :Ir youth, to the end that the} might <00 what the 
i\fall‘h.oidd dn \Mih him. Then muI Ac^ulbaKht to him (and 
hU v*o:ib> ’..trc v.onis of ang- r and the spi.cch of the youth was 
fcweieut and wdUbicdb ** I bnight tlice with my money and 
1 >‘t^e I for fjdtditv from the»s wherefore I chose thee over all my 
(jrandci.'- ard IViges and midc tiicc Kcepci of m} trcasuues. 
Why, then, In**' tiiou outraged mine honour and entered my 
ir''*u<;e and jdiVfd traiKn with me and tookesl thou no thought 
ef all I h‘\e‘done thee of Replied the }outh, O 

King, 1 did this not of my choice and fiecwill and I h ul no 
busine^'- in iheu , but, of the lick of iny luck, I was 

dnven ihitlnr, that Tate was contraiy an<l fair Fortune failed 
me. Indctd, I h id endeavotued v ith all cndea\cur that naught 
of foulnc*^^- ;hou!d come forth mo nn<l 1 kept wMteh and ward 
o\cr mVstlf, le t dtfuilt foreshow in me, and none may whin 
tland au ill cb inre, nor doth stihing profit agiinst nd\orse 
l^e^tiny? as app''art*ih by the extnuple of the merchant wdio was 
itneken with iH luck and his endeavour a\ailed him naught and 
he fell by the badness of )n> fortune/' The king asked, ** hat 
1, the story nf Uie nuichant and how wa*' his luck changed upon 
him by tlu s^nrinc^ > of lib doom ? An*,wcud the }oiith, “ May 
Allah prolong the king's contimiince! and began 


I Ir tk'' Hmj ITiVln ikaicct of lima* wo fvul f]Uo’eu m iht A' liML i- 
llmuf, ”1 ik ul tiu ulsfl V r 1T11 tl’* lt,x‘cdcr — 

Ju j Iku pm o f ukk/io) \t: a \ po *,on , 

N’m ni mu ho ksc sichh jnm rlnu • un 

'1 r ‘/nil hr, intare fid a m m wli ucVr that nature bn, 

Th' Nim*trt- butler shill t< n uu than^h ilfc u Uul with Gm niul Ghi 

*jkt Num /Mdia A/adirarhia) r tlu* ‘•Porain hlac/’ who^o Icaxc^, 
mun cU buur/an u cis 1 prt cnlivo to paron G ir n the Wv^o Inmn 
jar^erx* mv and Ghi danficd bmit-r Kujb jck the iojue 

|uu\crb m HindoUani 
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THE STORY OF THE MERCHANT WHO LOST 
HIS lUCKA 

There r\-as once a merchant man, ^\ho prospered in trade, 
and at one time his every dirliam von him fifty. Presently, his 
luck turned against him and he knev it not, so he said to 
himself, “I have wealth galore, yet do I toil and traiel from 
countr3’to countr}’; so better had I abide in my own land and 
rest myself in my own house from this tiaiail and trouble 
and sell and buy at home ” Then he made two parts of his 
money, and with one bought wheat in summer, saying ” Whenas 
winter cometh, I shall sell it at a great profit.” But, when the 
cold set in wheat fell to half the pace for which he had purchased 
it, whereat he was concerned with sore chagrin and left it till the 
next year. However, the price then fell yet lower and one of his 
intimates said to him, “ Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do 
thou sell it at whatsoever price.” Said the merchant, “ Ah, long 
har e I profited! so ’tis allowable that I lose this time. Allah is 
all-knowing 1 An it abide with me ten full years, I rvill not sell 
it sale for a gaming bargain.-” Then he walled up in his anger 
the granarj'-door wath clay, and by the ordinance of Allah 
Almighty, there came a great rain and descended from the 
terrace-roofs of the house wherein was the wheat so that the 
gram rotted; and the merchant had to pay the porters from his 
purse five hundred dirhams for them to carry it forth and cast it 
without the city, the smell of it haring become fulsome. So his 
fnend said to him, “How' often did I tell thee thou hadst no 
luck m wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, 
and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer® and question 
him of thine ascendant.” Accordingly the trader betook himself to 
the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and astrophil said to 
him, “ Thine ascendant is adverse. Put not forth thy hand to any 
business, for thou wilt not prosper thereby.” However, he paid 


r Cazotte " Storj of Kaskas, or the Obstinate Man" 

Tor ill-luck, see Miss Freres "Old Deccan Dajs" (p 171! and Giles’s 

• Strange Slones, &c (p 430), nhere the >oung lady sa\s to M.a, " You 

often asked me for monej . but on account of jour weak luck I hitherto 
refrained from gning it" j . lu^.^ x nuacrio 
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no heed to the nstrv>!o[:er‘s woids ami said in himself, If I do my 
business, I am nut afraid of aught/* Then he took t))c other half 
of his money, after he had spent the first in three years, and 
buildcd him a sliip^ \\hjch he loaded ^^ilh a cargaison of whatso 
seemed good to him and a!! tint uas ^\]th liim and embarked on 
the s(M, $0 }i(. nught voyage questing gain. The sliip remained 
in put some days, till he should he certified ^vhilhe^ he would 
wend, and he s.iicl, ** I wait ask (he traders what this merchandise 
piofitcth, and in what land *tis wanted, and howMiuich can it gain/* 
They ditecto<l liim to a far countr}% where his dirham should 
produce an !mndre<lfoId, So ho set sad and made for the land 
in question ; Imt, as he went, there blew' on him a fuiioiis gale, and 
the ship foundeicd. The merohant sa\ed him'>clf on a plank 
and the wdnd cast him up, naked as he wms, on the sea-shore, 
w'htrc sloorl a towm hard by, lie praised Allah and gave Him 
thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great ^illngc nigh 
hand, he betOvd. himself thither and siw, sealed therdn, a \try 
old man, whom iic acqu.untccl wdtli hii case and that which had 
l>ctidcd him. The Shaikh gso\<»ci for Jiim wdth sore grieving, 
whfu he heard his talc and set feod before him. lie ate of it 
and the old man raid to him, “Tnrrv licrc wdth me, so I may 
make thee my mtr^ecr^ and factor over a farm I hn\e here, and 
thou sh.iU liave of me fue dirhams a day/* Answ'Oicd the mer¬ 
chant,Allah make fair thy leward, and requite thee with Ilis 
Ikxuis and bounties/* So he ahodc in this employ, til! he had 
sowrd and nsaped and threshed ami wdnnow'cd, and nil was clean 
in his hand and the Shnykh appointed neither agent nor inspector, 
but relied uttciiy upon him. Then the merchant bethought Inm- 
self and said, ** I doubt me the owner of this grain will nc\cr give 
nu my due; so the better rede were to take of it after the 
measure of in} wage ; ami if he gi\e me my right, I will return 
to him that I Ime taken/* So he laid hands upon the grain, after 
the measure of that which fell to ium, and hid U in a hiding 
place. 1 hen he carried the rest and meted it out to the old man, 
who said to him, ^‘Comc, take thy wage, for which I conclilioned 
with tliee, .and *-ell the gram and buy with the price clothes and 
w'hal not else: and though thou abide witli me ten years, yet 
shall liuni still ha\c this lure and I will acquit it to thee on this 
wise.*’ f^iudh the meichnnt in himself, “ Indeed, I have done a 
foul dcrtl b} taking it wuthoul Ins penuission/’ Then he w'cnt to 

T Arab Amm " sub an<l adj In India ii means a Go\rrnmcnt cm|do)C 
wIk) colkcts ri.\em:c. in Marocco a commji.sioncr stnt b) Uib Shaiihan 
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fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and 
returned, perplexed, sorrowful, to the Shaykh, who asked hini, 
What aileth thee to be mournful ? and he answered, 

« ^rethought thou w*ouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the 
grain, after the measure of my hire, and no\v thou hast paid me 
all my nght and I ^Yent to bnng back to thee that which I had 
hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those w'ho had come upon 
It have stolen it." The Shaykh w'as wToth, when he heard those 
w^ords, and said to the merchant, There is no device against ill 
luckl I had giNcn thee this, but, of the sornuess of thy doom 
and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of 
thine owm selfl Thou deemedst I would not fulfil to thee 
thy w^age; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught." 
Then he drove him aw’ay from him. So the merchant w’ent 
forth, w'oeful, grievaiig, weepmg-cyed, and w’andered along the 
sea-shore, till he came to a sort of duckers^ diving in the sea 
for_ pearls. They saw'- him w eeping and w ailing and said 
to him, “ What is thy case and what garrelh thee shed tears ? " 
So he acquainted them with his histor}', from incept to con¬ 
clusion, w^hereby the duellers knew him and asked him “Art 
thou Such-an-one, son of Such-an-one ? " He answ’ered “ Yes "; 
w'hereupon they condoled wnth him and W'ept sore for Iiini 
and said to him, “ Abide here till we dive upon thy luck 
tins next time and wiiatso betideth us shall be behvecn us 
and thee.^" Accordingly, they ducked and brought up ten 
oyster-shells, in each two great unions: whereat they mar^'ellcd 
and said to him, “ By Allah, thy luck hath re-appeared and thy 
good star is in the ascendant 1 Then the pearl-fishers gave him 
tlie ten pearls and said to him, “ Sell two of them and make them 
thy stock-in-trade: and hide the rest against the time of thy 
straitness." So* he took them, j03^ul and contented, and 
apphed himself to sewang eight of them in his gowm, keeping 
the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw' him and w^ent 
and ad\eitised his fellow's of him; whereupon they gathered 
together upon him, and took his gowm and departed from him. 
\\ hen they were gone awa}-, he arose, saving, “ The tw’o unions 
I have wall suiBce me, and made for the nearest city, wiiere 
he brought out the pearls for sale» Now' as Destiny w'ould haa'e 


L " Gha%vwdsun " : a single pearl (in 
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it» n certain jeweller of the to\vn had been robbed of ten nnion?, 
Hke IhoFc which were with tlic merchant; when he saw the 
two pearls in the Inokcr's hand, he a^ked him, “To avhom do 
these bcloncr ” and the broker anweted, To )ondci man/' 
Th'' jeweller, acting the merchant in pauper caic and dad in 
clothe^, step^cted him and s'^id to him, ** A'hcrc be the 
other d^ht pcarh ? "1 iu* merchant thought he asked him of 

timfe vdurh wete in the gown, wlunas the man had purposed 
only to siuprive him info conh SMcn, and replied, The thieves 
stole thi in from me/’ When the jeweller hcaid his reply, he was 
cemficd that it was the wight who had taiv^n his good; so he 
In I hold of him and haling him before the Chief of Police, said 
to him, ‘‘This is the man who stole my unions: I ha\c found 
two nf ilicm upon him and he confes^^eth to the otiicr eight/' 
Nonv tlu Walt kiv w of llie theft of the pearls; so he bade throw' 
the merrliant into jail. Accordingly they imprisoned him and 
wliippcd him, and he hy in tnmk a w'holc ye,ir, till, by the 
orduMtice f'f Allah Ahnight), the Chief of Police anested one 
t»f the duers aforesaid, and imprisoned him in the pnson wheie 
ihi merchant w\as jailed. The dueber baw him and knowing 
him. <]ue^tirne(l him of Ins rase; AvhcTCup m lie told them his 
tale, and thru winch had bcfaHim him; and the di\er marc'cllcd 
at the leek of his luck. So, \.hen he came forth of the prison, he 
aojuamted the Siiilan with tiie incrchanfs C4asc and told him that 
it A\:s }h who Ind given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring 
him hath of the j ul, end asked hnn of his story*, wdiercnpon he 
told him all that had bcfdlen him, and the Sovtan pitied him 
and a'^Mgmd him a lo^’ging in his own pahee, together with 
pa\* ami alkav uucs for his support. Now the lodging in question 
nujohied tin king's hou'^c^ and whiht the merchant was rejoicing 
in this .an] rayingf, “ Veniy, my luck hath returned, and 1 shall 
live in the rlndmv of this king the rest f»f mj' lifi*,” he espied 
an opening walled up with rlay and stOi.es, So he cl'Mred the 
G]>*nmg the betUr to lec what v.^is la hind it, and behold, it was 
a window gn mg upon tin. lodging of the king's w’omcn. When 
he saw thin, he was startled and affrighted and rising in baste, 
fetchc<l da) and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs' 

3 “Unnreb/' clvniol^;ncrJb (fi i i) d- ah^d- 

or 'Iwe Seme v.rUcpj liold that tlif crcvition of the 
or airKopus iHn.an a p'mkhmcnt m I-pr>pt and ehevijcrc: and under the 
Konnre^, amjndabon was fregucnl oUirrr. trace the Greeb nu ihd,*‘ t ( . tm- 
ivjtent rrnu. to marital jealous), and not a few to the wife who %M*»!ied to use 
tKr» sexie.^i. foi liard work in the home without danjtcr to the sla\e girU Ihe 
Oman of the miUihUon is referred by Ammm.us Marcclhnus (hb iv , chap 
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saw him, and suspecting him, repaired to the Sultan, and told 
him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, ^^as 
rvrothmth the merchant and said to him, “Be this my reward 
from thee, that thou seehest to unveil my Harim ? " Thereupon 
he bade pluck out his eyes; and they did as he commanded. 

i-t and the Classics generally, to Semiramis, an "ancient queen” of 
doubtful epoch. Mho thus prevented the propagition of MctiUings But m 
Geniis K^iui 36. xxxix i. margin) vie find Potiphar termed a •Sarirn 
Herodotus (lu chap 48) tells us that Ponander. tjrant of Corinth, 
sent three hundred Corcyrean hoys to Alyattes for castration Cy i p"‘IvVOfiy, 
and that Panionios of Chios sold capomsed lads for high pnees. (yii 105). he 
notices (mu 104 and other places) that eunuchs of the Sun. of Heat en, of 
the hand of God.” \\ere looked upon as honourable men amon^jst the Persians 
^^hom Stephanus and Bnssonius charge %Mth ha\ing invented the name 
mahistan i 171) Ctcsias also declares nat the Persian kings \\cre under the 
influence of eunuchs In the debauched ages of Rome the i\omcn found a 
new use for these effeminates, who had lost only the testes or iesUcuh=^thc 
witnesses (of generati\e force) it is noticed by Juvenal (i 22, 11 3 ^^ 5 * 379 » 
\i 366) — 

—sunt quos imbclles et molUa semper 
Oscula delcctant 

So Martial, 

—V ult fulm Gnlha, non parere 

And Mirabeau knew (see Kadisah) " qu’ils mordent Ics femmes el Ics 
liment a\ec une precieuse coniinuite*' (Compare ni) \ol j night \x\ix , 
\oI IV night cccKw The men also used them ai catamites (Horace i 
Od XXXMl) 

** Contaminato cum grege turpium 
Morbo virorum ** 

In religion the inte:>tabilis or intestatus was held ill-omcncd. and not per¬ 
mitted to become a pnest (Seneca, Control ii a practice perpetuated m the 
\anou5 Chnstian Churches The manufacture was forbidden, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of Martial, by Domitian, whose edict Nero confirmed. and was restored by 
the Byzantine empire, which advanced eunuchs, like Eutropius and Karscs, 
to the highest dignities of the realm The cruel custom to the eternal dis¬ 
grace of mediaeval Christianity was revued in Rome for providing the choirs 
in the Sistine Chapel and elsewhere with bo\s voices Isaiah mentions the 
custom (hi 3-6) Mohammed, who notices m the Koran (wiv 31), *'such 
men as attend women and have no need of women,” t e , “have no natural 
force,” expressly forbade (iv tiS) “ changing Allali's creatures,” referring, say 
the commentators, to superstitious ear-cropping of cattle, tattooing, teeth- 
sheening, paederastv, tnbadism, and sla\ e-geldmg Sec also the “ Hiday ah.” 
vol i\ 121, and the famous di\me Al Sijuti, the last of lus school, wrote a 
tractate Fi I-Tahnmi Khidmati 'I-Khisy dn = on the illegality of using eunuchs 
Aet the Harem perpetuated the practice throughout AM5lam’'and African 
^mousy made a ^oss abuse of it To quote no other instance, the Sultan of 
^ thousand eunuchs under a Mahk or king, and all the chief 
offices of the empire, such as Ab (father) and Bab (door), were monopolised bv 
these neutrals The centre of supply was the Upper Able, where the opera^ 
tion was found dangerous after the age of fifteen, hnd when badly performed 
."nf r For this reason, during the last century the Coptic 

traffic -iTirV a^d Zawy’al-Dayr. near Assiout, engaged in this scandalous 
Panun -^nd r'^ pmlanthropic to operate scientifically (Prof 

the Sudan, KHibia, 

of those ^nd F>ar-For, especially the Messalmiyah district one 

cLdLcteFbv "Ta^ashaa- (eunuchry) from the traffic there 

ffistmif itKxkn yehgious teadiers Many are supplied by the 

are also deoots Masawwah, there 

po .Ibadr, near Tajurrah-harbour, where Vusuf Bey, 
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The mcrrh.inf took hie eyes in his hand and said, “ How long, 
O star of ill-onicn, wilt thou afflict me? I'lrst iny wealth and 
now iny life!” And he bewatltd himself, saying, “Striding 
luofiteth me naught against c\il fortune. The* Compassionate 
aided me not, and effort w.as wor.se than useless.*” "On like 
wise, O king,” continued the youtli, "wliilst fortune was favour- 


Go\crriOr in foft\ incliirlmjr the brother of a 

1)0 t)!c chit f hor^ ^vcll Ijioun Al» i JlVhr ♦'c.Tnclilou'^ly 

n::the It c'^tcaUir'l thM not , itnncujh,! of tbe»^eunfortunatc5> 

nrc anrunhy ctjvytta lo Anbn }^K}VU ^nvl An:cb IV of the 

Art:! 3 ptjan Contention p.iOiAit s the oHcrcc with (Icith, and no one 
xxoM objCCt^ to th<* mur<l<rcr under vdiosc tnunlntinir la/or a Iku 

d*e$ Yet \hU, bVc tnoht of our niolcrn “ iriproxcnu'ntK ' K^\pt, is a mere 
/< V ** Ihc cnni^ is committed under our \trv <\cs* but v*e s\iH 
not see it 

II1C Koman^ numl'^rcd three l-jrd^ of rtinucln —x Castratj cicatv 
from Gr. ts. Si^diu from trrnoK wbc.i tb(* testicles arr 

torn o’st« not (n*>m **f>pid*v/* a tonn of a’^d, 3 Thhbn from OXiftu), 

to pro's, rt\ when llu, testicle arc I)''ui i^d, rtt In th»' ]^a• t t1 »o. as Ihue 
^tatf'ifsol lu nif,bt ccoKw ), eunuch*' ^ire of llrcc Imd^ - i Sand ih/or the 
tVa \ hasx*d, the cW>^ ical I irt ptr^’v a’^c * n "pt oh b\ a smrle cut of 

a r.iror. a tubs* {tin o" \vtv>lcn) s** in the unthn, tin \\ound is tanterntd 

^^lth I’Ohin;: oil ani! the pt!*'^nt is in a f^» h <)un^hiU Ui’^ diet is 

mn . a«Ht if pub rt\. he oftf n Survive Thi> iv ih' < uniiquc aqufaluc, 
^^hf> pi bn water throupti n lulv' ^ TP cuneeb who*a: p-enj. is 
remote \ he rctiins all tbt' pn cr of cop'll ilmn and p^icrt it urn without the 
\\\u rl^ ubal 3 1 he einucn, or cU>'^ ril 'I ijht> \s ird S nuvir, who his been 
rcn'**'cd «iexlcvS b) rtmovnu: ilv iest»cle/ (as the prb^st*x of C^lHrlc \ ere 
c-».‘trit'l vhh a J nihh or bj bnuMui^ phe Gretl TldaMa*^), lwi> tin;;, 

'*'1 in t, or bvida/Hu; them A more humane procf^^ *- ba» 1 it* K 1 cen intro- 
dnct I A bor ebiir is tied round the ih tl of the xrokum and tij*hte**tvi b) 
•h-^w df :rtcs till the Circulation of the jart stop, and the 1 a^; drop^ oti 
whle^^it fvijn d hi > Isas b^i i adop'ed in ‘'Umln Imhin reborn mts of Irrcpdir 
Ca\alr>, a'^d il *;ucc*‘^lr) i«lir.riblv the ammiK no-c!) rtsjUKtd a da)**^ 
rc-t ihe p-'icticc was Kno*n to the annentN See noli . on ICadi^ih in 
Miral-xu The Crtu / i/r fo/,i was incrated b’. the Iad*in^, according; to 
ihe^r hisioDin Xnnihu XiHii w fChm^ t imsjjco Ie-;nl ) dtclirtw that the 
P'-oce,, wa, ore of infdMlitioa or Mieph 'cwui^ up the MiUa. hut molun 
tiprrience hn an oiv^'iimn hkc the '*»;;n)ine * of bdclc., or 

mutiluion of the womb l)r Uob^'^t {"jcuirr'') frmn Delhi to Hciala), 
^ildhr\ \rciu\ ^p^’ih'jof a cumitirfl \*i>min who after ovanoionn 

bid no brtaii , no ]'ut>c<. no ifjlunduici, and no dedres The Atntrahins 
prtcti*e <,■*'"1/ction of th*^ oxantju ’fjstcmitjcalh to n iJa' women barren 
Mil^ucho MacP) harrud ftom the tricflh^r Ketch that ibcnit Laic 
Pafipitshunc'nu fds urctliras s*cre sphh and the pirh were spaced the 
litter <howm4 two tc ir. in Iht siroin Tist) ha\e flit bi 01ns hut ftminine 
foais, and AsC sifj^litly b<Afdcd MacOdhtni), of the “ iv tUU ,mJ e," <aw 
rt.,\r Ci^y? York a worn in v ith tin o ^ca*‘'> slie w is a Mirilo mute, and 
bal probiblj been ^piicd l0p'"i,icut increisr The old Scindinii j ins, frern 
Norvi> to IrrlimL *\sttmaiirnU> h^^hltd ‘**turil> vnj^^mnts/* m order that 
the\ mil.lit not Ik ^ct bisfards 'i he ^ottcn^ol^ fxjoro nMrrjn;;e used to cut 
olf 'the h ft testicle, mcanin?; b> such w mt castration to pre\ t nt the bwltinj; 
of twins This curious cu icmi, rncitiomd b) the Jesuit 'Jocbird, Loeun;;, 
and Kolbt, i> novs appircntl} ob oletc—at leist, the traveller 1 nLch did not 
find u 

i Arab ’*Harua’*- ’ forbalden,*’binfiih 
\0I Iw 
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able to me, all that I M came to good, 

turned against me, everj-thing tumeth to mine ill. hen the 
youth had made an end of his tale, the king s anger subsided 
a httle, and he said, “Return him to the fff 
dra^veth to an end, and to-morrow we wall look into his affair, 

and punish him for his ill-deeds.” 


(Sht §?ccontJ 

0 ‘F LOOKING TO THE ENDS OF AFFAIRS. 

\Vhi:k it v^as the next day, the second of the lung’s Wazirs, ^'hose 
name was Baharhn, came m to him and said, ‘‘ Allah advance 
the king ^ This deed which yonder youth hath done is a grave 
matter, and a foul misdeed and a heinous against the household of 
the king." So Azadbakht bade fetch the 3^outh, because of the 
Ministers speech; and when he came into the presence, said 
to him, Woe to thee, 0 youth' There is no help but that I 
do thee die by the dreadest of deaths, for indeed thou hast 
committed a grave cnme, and I ivill make thee a w’aming to the 
folk/ The youth replied, ‘‘ O king, hasten not, for the looking 
to the ends of affairs is a column of the kingdom, and n cause 
of continuance and assurance for the kingship- Whoso looketh 
not to the issues of actions, there befalleth him that which befell 
the merchant, and whoso ooketh to the consequences of actions, 
there betideth him of jo^^ance that Avhich betideth the merchant’s 
son.” The king asked, “And ivhat is the story of the merchant 
and his sons ? ” and the 3"Outh answered, “ Hear, O king, 


THE TALE OF THE MERCHANT AND HIS SONSF' 

There once a merchant, who had abundant w^ealth, and 

a wife to hoot. He set out one day on a business journey', 
learing his wife big with child, and said to her, “Albeit, I now 


I In Chavis and Calotte, who out-galland'd Galland in transmognf>ing 
the Arabic, this is the “Story of Illage (Al-Hajj) ^fahomet and his sons, 
or, the Imprudent Man “ The tale occurs in many forms and with great 
modifications see, for instance, the Gesta Romanornm “Of the mlracutous 
recall of sinners and of the consolation which pietj offers to the distressed,” 
the adveolures of the knight PIacidus,\ol u ^9 Charles Swan, hnndon 
Rivington, i824» 
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leave thee, yet 1 will return before the birth of the babe, 
In^^hnllih ! Then he ftrcwcllcd her and out, ceased not 

fanng from country to country till he came to the co\irt of one 
of the kinr^s and fmegathered him. Now thir. king needed 
one who sliould order his afTurs and those of his kingdom, and 
seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he required him 
to abide at court and entreated him honounibly. After some 
Years, he sought his Sovntn’s lca\e to go to his ow'ii hou«ic, 
Inil the king would not consent to this; whereupon he said 
to b.im, O king, sulTer me go and see my children and come 
ng iin/‘ So he gr.intt d liim pennission for thi«^, and, taking 
suiety of him for return, ga\e him a pur^e, wherein wore 
a thousand goKl dinars. Accordingly, the merchant embarked 
in a >hip and set <:uk in lend mg for his mother-hnd. On such 
fircvl it with the trader; but ns regards bis wift% news had 
reached her tint her huslurul had accepted service with King 
Such-.an-one; so ^ 4 te aro'^e and taking her two sons, (for she had 
bom twins in his absence,) set out m* eking iho<^c pirts. As Fate 
would have it, tluv happened upon an inland and her husband 
came thither that mght in the ship. So tiie w’onian said to 
her cJiiltlrcn, “The ship cornclli from tiic country where }our 
fatluTis: hie >c to tin ^^^a-shorc, that ye may enquire of him ** 
Accouhngly, they rep tired to the sea-shore and going up into 
the ship, fell to piaNing about it and bu^-ied themselves with 
their pb} till evening Lveiud. Xow the merchant their sire lay 
relecp in the «hip, and the noisy dispoit of the lioys troubled 
him; whereupon he losc to oill out to them “ Silence'’and let 
the pur<^ with the thousuid dinrus fall among the b lies of mcr- 
chamlwe. He sought for it and finding it not, bufleted his iicacl 
and sebed upon the boys, <^,i\ing, “None taok the purse but you: 
ye %verc pliymg all about the bales, so }e might steal somewhat, 
and there w.as none here fnit you twain.”’ 'J'hen he took his staff, 
.ind laying hold of the childum, fell to beating them and flogging 
tlum, whilst they wept, and the crow came round about them 
sa3ung, “ The bays of this island are nil rogues and roh!>ers/' 
Then, of the greUness of the merchant's anger, he swore an oath 
that, except they brought out the purse, he w^ould drown them m 
the sea ; so when by reason of their denial lus oath demanded the 
deed, he took the two bo>s and binding them each to a bundle of 
reeds, cast them into the water. Ihcscntly, finding that they 
tamed from her, the mother of the two boys went searching for 
them, till site came to the ship and fell to saying, ** Who hath 
seen two boys of mine ? Their fashion is so and so and their age 

D ? 
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thus and thus/* When the cicw heaid her ^vords, they said, 
“This is the description of the tuo boys uho were dro^^ned in 
the sea but now/* Their mother hearing this, began calling on 
them and crydng, “ Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons 1 
Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have 
seen you ? ** Then one of the sailors ashed her, ‘‘ Whose \\ife art 
thou^” And she answered, “I am the wfe of Such-anyone 
the trader. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen 
me this calamity/* When the merchant heard her words, he 
knew her and nsing to his feet, rent his raiment and beat his 
head and said to his wife, “By Allah, I have destroyed my 
children with mine ow n hand * This is the end of whoso looketh 
not to the endings of affairs. This is his reuard who taketh not 
time to reflect/* Then he took to Availing and A\eeping over 
them, he and his wife, and he said to his sliipmates, “ By Allah, 

I shall never enjoy my life, tiH I light upon news of them' ’* 
And he began to go round about the sea, in quest of his sons, 
but found them not. Meanwhile, the uind earned the two 
children from the ship towards the land, and cast them up on 
the sea-shore. As for one of them, a compan}’’ of the guards 
of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their 
lord, nho man’elled at him inth exceeding marvel and adopted 
him, giATing out to the folk that he ivas his oivn son, Avhom he 
had hidden,^ of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced m him 
AMth joy exceeding, for their lord’s sake, and the king appointed 
him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this 
wise a number of ^ears passed, till the king died and they 
enthroned the youth so\Tan in his stead, A\hen he sat down on 
the seat of his kingship and his estate flounshed and his affairs 
prospered AVith all regularity. ?\IeanA\hile, his father and mother 
had gone round about, in quest of him and his brother, all the 
islands of the sea, hoping that the tide might have cast them up, 
but found no trace of them; so they despaired of them and took 
up their abode in a certain of the islands. One da}^ the merchant, 
being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he A\"as 
ciyang for sale, and said in himself, “ I will buy yonder boy, so 

--------_ 


^ passim In these 

days tue practice is rare , but, Avhene%er "vou see a* Cairo -in Kfrxntinn 

k DreH^h-./" r V"Oh, «hat 

a p ett\ bo\ but Xnshallah » =the Lord doth as He pleaseth. 
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1 nil) sohcc inv’^elf with him for rny So he Ixjught him 

and bore him to hw hoii*;e; and, \slu'n his wife saw liini, she 
cried out and s^iid, Allah, this is my son! Accordingly 
his f.»thcr and mother rejoiced in him with exceeding joy and 
a«Kod him of his biother; but he answered, “ The waves parted 
ns and I hnew not how it wxnt with him/* Therewith his father 
and mother consolrr! themselYCs wiili him and on this wise a 
number of \cars passed by, No\% the mnehnnt and his wife had 
homed them in a city of the hnd wheie the other son was king, 
.and wdten the hoy they had rccoxcicd grew up, his father assigned 
unto liim merchandise, to the end that he might tra\cl therewith. 
Upon this he fared foith and entered the rit\ wherein his 
brother ruled ami anon nev\s readied the King that a merchant 
hnd come thither with merchandise befitting royalties; so he 
^cnl foT him and the >oung trader obeyed the summons and 
going in to him, sat down Ivcfnre him. Neither of them knew the 
othcj : but blcKKl imncd between them® and the king said to 
the merdnnt youth, I desire of ihee that thou tarry with me 
and I will exalt thy station and gne thee all that thou requirest 
ami cra^csl/* Accordingly, he abode with him awhile, never 
quitting him; and when he saw that he w*ouId not sufior him to 
depart from him, he sent to his father and motlier and bade them 
remove thither to hinn Ifercit the\ rcsoKed upon mo\ing to 
that island, and their son still increased in honour with the king 
albeit he knew not that lie w'as his brother. Now it chanced one 
night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and 
the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, 
of the youth’s fear for his safety, he said, “1 wall keep watch 
myself over the king this night, seeing that he dcser\elh this 
from me, for that which he hath done wdth me of kindly deeds'*; 
and he arose fonhnghl .ind baring his brand, stationed himself 
at the tioor of the king's pi\ihon. Jbil one of the royal pages 
saw him standing tlicrc, with the drawm sword in his liand, and 
he was of those who en\ied him his fa\our with the king; there¬ 
fore, he said to him, Why dost thou on this wise at this time 
and in the like of this place ? ** Said the 3*outh, “ I am keeping 
w'atch and wvard over the king myself, in requital of his bounties 
tome.” The page s.iid no more to him; howxvcr, wdicn it was 


1 The wloption of 5l.i\c l.vb and lasses uas and is still common among 

Moslems . ....... , r 

2 I ha\e elsc\vhcrc noted this ^'pathetic falbc) uhich is a hru of 

Hastern folk-lore and not less frequentU used m the mcdit^\al literature 
of Hurope hefure siattstics \sert indented 
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morning, he acquainted a number of the king’s servants with the 
matter, and they said, This is an opportunity for us. Come, let 
us assemble together and acquaint the king therewith, so the 
young merchant may lose icgard with him^ and he rid us of 
him and we be at rest from him.” So they assembled together 
and going m to the king, said to him, “ We have a w’aming 
\Yhere\vith we would w^arn thee.” Quoth he, “ And what is your 
warning?” and quoth they, '‘This youth, the trader, whom thou 
hast taken into favour and wdiose rank thou hast exalted above 
the chiefest of thy lords, we saw' yesterday bare his brand and 
design to fall upon thee, to the end that he might slay thee.” 
Now w'hen the king heard this, his coloni changed and he said 
to them, “Have ye proof of Ibis?” They rejoined, “What 
proof wouldst thou have ? And thou desirest this, feign thyself 
drunken again this night and he dowm as if asleep, and privil}' 
^vatch him and thou wnlt see with thine eyes ail that W'C have 
mentioned to thee ” Then they w^ent to the youth and said to 
him, “ Know’ that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yester¬ 
night and exceedeth in commendation of thy good deed ”; and 
they prompted him again to do the like. Accordingly, w'heii the 
next night came, the king abode on w’ake, w’atching the youth; 
and as for the latter, he went to the door o' the pavilion and 
unsheathing his scymitar, stood in the dooi^way. When the king 
saw' him do thus, he was soie disquieted and bade seize him and 
said to him, “Isthis my rew’ard from thee? I show'ed thee favour 
more than any else and thou w’ouldst do wdth me this abominable 
deed.” Iheu arose tw'o of the king's pages and said to him, “ O 
our lord, an thou order it, W'C will smite liis neck.” But the king 
said, “ Haste in killing is a Hie thing, for ’tis^ a grave matter; the 
quick w’e can kill, but the killed W’e cannot quicken, and needs 
must we look to the end of affairs The slaying of this youth wnll 
not escape us®” Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he 
himself w'ent back to the city and, his duties done, fared forth to 
the chase. Then he returned to towm and forgot the youth, so the 
pages went in to him and said to him, “ O king, an thou keep 
silence concerning yonder youth, who designed to slaughter thee, 
all thy servants will presume upon the king's majesty, and indeed 
the folk talk of this matter.” Hereat the king w'axed w'roth and 
cned, ‘ Fetch him hither ”; and bade the headsman stnke off his 


\ A>nayh,*’ lit =faUfrom his two ejcs, lose fa\our , 

3 * f I ^^e can slaj him whenever we wiU 
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head. Sa they l)rouj[,dU the youth :ind bound hh eyes; and the 
swordcr stf^^od at In*; head and snid to the King. By thy leave, O 
my lordj I wifi Muite his neck/’ But the king cried, “ Stay, till I 
look into his afiair. Needs must I put him to death and the 
despatching of him will not escap*' me/* Then he restored him 
to the prison and there he abode till it should be the Iving's %vill to 
do him die« Prc*:ontI\, his pucnls heard of the matter ; where- 
tipon his lather arose and going up to the palace, \\rote a letter 
and presented it to the king, v.ho rcui it, and behold, therein was 
v,rittcn, saying, Have ruth on me, so may Allah have ntth on 
thee, and hasten not in the slaughter of my son; for indeed I 
acted ha^iiy in a certain affur and drowned his brother in the 
sea, and to this day I bemourn him. An thou must needs kill 
liim, lull me in his stead/* Therewith the old merchant, %vecping 
biUerly, prostrated him^'clf before that king, who said to him, 
“ Tel! me thy tale/’ Said the merchant, “ O my lord, this youth 
had a brother and I in my haste caist the twain into the sea/’ 
Ami rdilcd liim his s\ory% first and last, whereupon the 
king cricv! with a miglUy loud ciy and casting himself dowm from 
the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the 
merchant, ** By Allah, thou art my aery father and this is my 
brother and thy wife is our mother/* And they abode weeping, 
all tlircc of them. Then the Icing acquainted his people with the 
matter and s.u'd to them, ** O folk, how deem ye of my looking to 
the consequences of «nctinn ? ” and they all marvelled at his 
wisdom and foic'^ight, Tliou he turned to his sire and said to 
him, *niadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and made 
due del'i) in wlialso thou didst, there had not belidcd thee this 
repcnlnncc and chagrin all this lime/* Thereupon he sent for his 
mother *md they rejoiced one in other and lived all their days in 
joy and gladness, What then ” (continued the young treasurer), 
more grievous that'the lack of looking to the ends of things? 
Whcicfoie hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest penitence 
betide thee and sore chagrin/* When the king heard this, he 
s^iid, ** Return him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look 
into his affair; for that deliberation in such is advisable and the 
slaughter of this youth shall not escape us/’ 
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fated on till they made a village^ in the land of Kinnan, and by 
It a river of water; so the man said to his wife, ** Tarry thou 
here, whilst I enter the \dllage and look us out a place wherein 
we may home ourselves.’* And he left her by the water and 
entered the village. Presently, up came a horseman in quest of 
water, wheiewith to water his horse: he saw the woman and she 
was pleasing in his eyes; so quoth he to her, ‘‘ Anse, mount 
with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.” 
Quoth she, ‘‘Spare me, so may Allah spare thee! Indeed I 
have a husband.” But he drew his dudgeon and said to her, 

“ An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and slay thee.” When 
she saw his frowardness, she wrote on the ground in the sand 
with her finger, saying, “ O Abu Sabir, thou hast not ceased to 
be patient, till thy good is gone from thee and thy*' children 
and now thy wife, who was more precious in ihy sight than 
everything and than all thy monies, and indeed thou abidest in thy 
sorrow the whole of thy life long, so thou niayest see what thy 
patience 'svill profit thee." Then the horseman took her, and 
setting her behind him, went his way. As for Abu Sabir, when 
he returned, he saw not his wife but he read what was writ upon 
the grounu, wherefore he wept and sat awhile sorrowmg. Then 
said he to himself, “ O Abu Sabir, it behoveth thee to be 
patient, for haply there shall betide thee an affair yet sorer than 
this and more gnevous ” ; and he went forth a-foUowing his face/ 
like tfD one love-distraught and passion-madded, till he came to 
a gang of labourers working upon the palace of the king, 
by Avay of forced labour.^ When the overseers saw him, they 
laid hold of him and said to him, “ Work thou with these folk at 
the palace of the king; else we will impnson thee for life.” So he 
fell to V or king ^vlth them as a labourer and every day they gave 
him a bannock of bread. He wrought with them a month’s 
space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder 
and falling, brake his leg, whereupon he cned out and shed 
tears Quoth Abu Sabir to him, “ Have patience and weep not; 
for in thine endurance thou shalt find ease.” But the man said 


^ f *' vord \mh a long history The root seems to be 

Karaha» he in Ch^d ICarih and Kan a (emphatic Kanta)=a to\\n or 
cit} , and in Heb mrjath. Kirj ithaj im. etc We hnd it in Carthage = Karta 
^ opposed to Utica (Atikah) rrrOld Town, in 
^ similar compounds in S)na and Eg\pt, 

Kanyah, like Kafr, now means a hamlet, a \ illage r* » 

2 t f, wandering at a \enlnre ^ 

3 Arab •• Sakhiah,’* the old French Conee, and the “ Dcgar of India 
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to hwn, ** Ilov; louji ^UixW I have j)alicnce ? ’’ And he nnsucred, 
Mvin;:, ** Long-sunerin^: bringeth a man forth of the bottom of 
the pU atul seatclh him on the throne of the lungdom.” It so 
foitnncd that the king \\\\s seated at the latttce, hearkening to their 
talk, and Abu Sabir's word^ angered him foi the moment; uhcrc- 
tore he bulcbiing him behuchim and the} brought him forthright. 
Ncn% ihcic ^^as in the king's palace an underground dungeon 
and theieiu a silo' and a deep^ into which the king* caused 
cast Abu Sabir, s i}ing to him, O little of \vit, soon shall we see 
how* thou v.dlt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom/* 
Tlien he m*cd tontinnonsly to come and stand at the mouth of 
the pit and say. O little ofv.u, O Abu Sabir,- 1 see thee not 
come forth of the pit and sit down on the king’s throne T' And 
he assigned hmi etch day two bannocks of biaid, wdiiKt Abu 
Sabir kept silence and spake nut, but patiently bore whatso 
belidtd him. Now the king had a brother, whom he hadt^im¬ 
prisoned in that pit of old lime, and he had died there; 1ml the 
folk of the realm deemed him still ali\c, and when his durance 
grew* long, the courtiers of the king used to talk of this and of 
the tyranny of their liege Lord, and tlic l^ruit spread abroad that 
the sovran wms a tyrant, so they fell upon him one day and slew 
him. Tlien they sought the silo and brought out therefrom Abu 
Sabir, deeming him the king’s brother, for that he wms the 
nt.iresi of folk to him in favour and the likest, and he had been 
long in the pit. So they doubted not but that he w*as the Pnnee 
and said to liirn, ** Reign thou in thy brother’s room, for we ha\c 
slain him and thou art sovran in his sic id.” But Abu Sabir w*as 
silent and sp^okc not a w’ord“; and he knew* that this was the 
result of his piticncc. Then he arose and sitting down on the 
king’s throne, donned the loyal dres^ and dispensed justice and 
equity, and affairs prospered; w*h ere fore the lieges obeyed him 
and the subjects inclined to him and man} wore his soldiers. 
Mow* the king, who erst had plmulcied Abu Sabir’s goods and 


I Ar.ib ** Matmurab ** * vol i nwthl xxxvni. \dierc it n used a*; an 
** undt'O ro\<nU cell “ The word r> extensKtIy u*.cd in the ^la^linb or 
WfWtni Africa ... 

i Arab " Va Alsl Silrr/' There arc fu cxocatne particles in Ar.ibic: 
common to the near and far, "A)a'* (ho9 and **na>d'* fhollaij 
juldrrjswl to the hr. and " A> ” and "A** (A-'Alxladlahi, O Alxlnllah). to 
iho‘t near. All Ko^cm the acciJ»^ativc of a noun in cnn<itruction m the htcrarj 
lancMJare onl\ ; and thcvuljrar ir^e none but the fir.t mmed The English 
Cpeahng r.accn nr,dcct the xocalne ;)arttck\ and I ne\cr heard it except in the 
Southern Stales of the Anglo-American Union Oh, Mr. Smith 
j He wai» not honest enough to undcccnc them 
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dnven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the foe 
mounted horse against him and overcame him and captured his 
capital; wherefore he betook him to flight and came to Abu 
Sabir’s city, craxmg support of him and seeking that he should 
succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the 
headman whom he had spoiled; so he presented himself before 
him and made complaint to him ; but Abu Sabir knew him and 
said to him, This is someivhat of the issue of patience. Allah 
the I^Iost High hath given me power over thee,” Then he com¬ 
manded his guards to plunder the unjust king and his suite; so 
they spoiled them and stripping them of their clothes, put them 
forth of his countr}^ When Abu Sabir’s troops saw- this, they 
marvelled and said, “ What be this deed the king doth ? There 
cometh a king to him, craMng protection, and he spoileth him 1 
This IS not the fashion of kings,” But they dared not speak of 
this Presently, new^s came to the king of highw^aymen in his 
land; so he set out vn quest of them and ceased not to fallow 
after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they w'ere the 
very thie-ves who had plundered him and his wufe by the w^ay and 
had earned off his children. Accordingly he bade bring them 
before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned 
them, saying, “Where are the tw'o boys ye took on such a da)' ? ” 
Said they, “ They are wdth us and we wull present them to our 
lord the king for Mamelukes to serve him and gi\ e him W’calth 
galore that wo have gotten together and doff all w^e owm and 
repent from lawlessness and fight in thy service,” Abu Sabir, 
how'ever, paid no heed to their words, and seized all their good and 
bade put them all to death Furthermore, he took his two boys and 
rejoiced in them with exceeding joy, W’hereat the troops mur¬ 
mured among themselves, saying, “ Verily, this is a greater tyrant 
than his brother ^ There cometh to him a gang of thieves, and 
they seek to repent and proffer tw o boys by w ay of peace-offering, 
and he taketh the two lads and all their good and slayeth 
them ' Indeed this be violent oppression.” After this came the 
horseman, w’ho had seized Abu Sabir’s w*ife, and complained of 
her to the king that she would not give him possession of her 
person, and solemnly declared that she w'as his wdfe. The king 
bade bring her before him, that he might hear her plea and 
pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came w’ith her 
before him, and when the king saw her, he knew' her and taking 
her from her ravisher, bade put him to death. Then he became 
aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spake 
of him as a tyrant, so he turned to his courtiers and ministers 
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and Saul to them, “ A<; for me, l)y All.ih of All-mij^lUA I nm not 
the kin^\ Inotlior! Kay, I am hut one whom the king im¬ 
prisoned upon a word he heard from me and he u'^cd cxery day 
to come and taunt mo therewith. Ye deem me the king’s 
brother; hut I am Ahu Sahir and the Lord hath given me the 
kingship in virtue of n>^']nticncc. As for the king who sought 
protection of me and 1 plundered him, ’(was he who first 
WTonged me, fo; that he plundered me aforclime and dra\e me 
forth of iny nathc land and banished me, without due cause; 
wherefore I requited Inm with that which he h.ul done to me, in 
the way of lawLil retiihutiou. As for the highwaymen who 
profilred repentance, there was no repentance for llicin with me, 
because they began upon me wath foul dealing and waylaid me 
by the road and despoiled me and sei/xd my good and my sons, 
the two boys ihal I took of them, and those ye deemed 
Mamelukes arc my very sons; so I a\enge<] nusclf on the 
lhic\es of that which they did w*kh me wdiilome and requited 
them W‘ith strict justice. As for the horbcman whom 1 slew, 
this woman I took from him W'as my wnfe and he seiml her by 
force, but Alkdi the Mo^i High hath icstored Inr to me; so 
th«s wMs my light, and my deed that I have done was righteous, 
albeit \c, judging by the e\tcrnals of the matter, deemed that I 
had done this by w'ay of tyranny/’ When the folk heard these 
words, they' nnr\elled and fell prostrate before him; and they 
redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding aficction and sued 
piulon of him, aclmiring that which Allah had done with him 
and how lie had given him the kingship hy reason of lus long- 
suffering and his patience and how he had raised himself l>y his 
cndur.inre from the lujltorn of tlic pit to the throne of the 
kingdom, what while AMah cast down the late king fioin the 
throne into the pit/ Then Abu Sabir foregathered with his 
W’lfc and said to her, How* deemest thou of the fruit of patience 
and its sweetness and the fniil of haste and its bitterness? 
Veniy, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly 
cncoumei the same.” ** On like wdse, O king,” (continued the 
young Ijcasurer,) “it bcMttcth thee to practise patience, W’hen- 


1 Here the onih h jeHUAcvl; but the reader \\jll have rt nnrkcd thru the 
name of Allah c»ficn taUn m \ain Monlcm*. iiowever, so far from holding 
this a p^ofanauon dr* m it an acVnoulcd^unent of the Omnipotence and 
Onniprc-^nce The Jews from %\hom the ChrrUians have borroved had an 
intere st in concealing the name of thnr tribal duimiy, and therefore made 
it ineffable 

2 1/, the pravc, the fosse commune of i>lam men. 
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ever it is possible to thee, for that longsufiering is the wont of 
the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for 
kings.” When the long heard this from the youth, his wrath 
subsided; so he bade return him to the prison, and the folk 
dispersed that day. 


Tourt^ E)np* 

OF THE-ILL EFFECTS OF IMPATIENCE. 

Whek it \\as the fourth day, the fourth Wazir, whose name was 
Zushad,* made his appearance and prostrating himself to his lie<^e 
lord, said to him, » O king, let not the talk of yonder youth 
delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. As long as he shall 
remain alive, the folk vull not leave talking nor will thy heart 
cease to be occupied with him.” Cried the kin^r ■■ By Allah 
thou sayest sooth and I will cause fetch him this dav and slav 
Mm betrveen my hands." Then bade he bnng the'youth ; so 
they fetched him in fetters and he said to him, «Woe to thee! 
Thmkest thou to appease my heart mth thy prate, whereby the 
days are spent in talk ? I mean to do thee die this day and be 
quit of thee ” Said the youth, » O Icing, ’tis in thy po/er to put 
me out of the world uheiiso thou wilt, but haste is the wonf of 
the ignoble and patience the sign of the noble. An thou do me 
to death thou ualt repent, and uhen thou desire to bring me back 
to life, thou valt not be able. Indeed whoso arf^tv, i ^ 

,l.„e bermioth h™ .ha. befall SzSd 


the story of prtnce bihzad?" 

Bihzad hight, theret’attot^’Ss tidt'Tf''”^ ^ 

bred to fellow vith the folk and to mix uitWhe"'” 
sit and talk with them One dav u ^ "’ercLants and 
--- da), as he va s seated in an 

d««^d^d“ronfseither 

is PerJ“an':'’B'h H ,Te 
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nsscinblvj rimongsl a ninnhci nf people, he heard them talking 
of ht.^owm beauty and lovcHne?*^;, and sa}ing, ** There be not in 
hi^ time a fairer than he/' ] 5 iU one of the company said, 
Indeed, the daughter of King Such-nn*onc is seemlier than he/' 
When 3 hh?ad heaid this saying, his reason fied and his heart 
flutieicd and lie called the last sp^ alvor and said to him, ** Repeal 
to me that which thou said*;! and tell mo the truth concerning 
her whom thou avouchest to be goodlier than I and ^whcse 
daughter she is/* Quoth the man, “ She is the daughter of King 
Such-nn«onc; whereupon Bdiz-acVs heart clave to her and his 
colour changed* Presently the new*s reached his sire, who said 
to him, "*() my son, this maiden to whom Ihy heart clea\cth is at 
th) command and we have powx‘i o\cr her; so vait till 1 demand 
her in w'edluck for thee/' But the Piintc said, “ I will not wait/ 
the king ha‘-tenc(l in the matter and sent to demand her of hci 
who requiied of him an hundred thousand dinars paid down 
to Ins daughter's dowrj. Quoth Bihr^ad's father, ** So he it/' and 
wughed nut wdiat wms in his treasuries, and there remained to 
ins charge but a little of the dower*^ So he said, Ha\e patience, 
O VA\ son* till we gather together the rest of the money and 
<cnd to fetch her for thee, nnee now she has become thine," 
Therewith the Prince wa\cd wToth with exceeding wTath and 
cried, ** 1 will not have patience"; so he took his sword and his 
hnce* and mounting his liorse, went forth and fell to cutting 
the waj/ It chanced one day that he fell upon a company 
of folk who o\crcamc him by dmt of numbers and taking him 
pn^'nner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that land 
wheinn he was a-highwaying. This king saw his semblance and 
loveliness and misdoubting of liirn, said, “ This be no robber's 
favoui. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art/' Bih^ad wms 
ashamed to acquaint him with his condition and preferred death 
for himself; *'0 he answered, I am naught but a thief and a 
bandit/’ Quoth the king, “ It behoveth us not to act hastily in 
the mailer of this youth, but that w^e look into his a flair, for that 
impatience genclcicth penitence." So he imprisoned him in Ins 
palace and asrigned him one to scive him, Mcanwliile the 
ncw‘S spread abroad that Puhrad, son of the sovran, was lost, 
whereupon His father sent letters in quest of Inm to all the kings 


jit, the moiet) kept by the bridcj^room, a contingent settlement paid at 
di%*orcc or on the death of the husband 

2 Arab •• Humh ” the horseman's lance not the footman’s spear. 

3 » r , became a hiKhu'?>man (a time-honoured and honourable career) in 
order to collect money for completing the dowTj' 
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including him vdih \\hom he ^vas imprisoned. When the letter 
reached the latter, he praised Almighty Allah for that he had not 
j^^y^vays hastened in 13ihzad s affair, and bidding them hung him 
before himself, said to him, »Art thou minded to destroy thy 
life ? Quoth Bihzad, I did this for fear of shame ”; and the 
kin" said, An thou fear shame, thou shouldst not piactise haste 
in thy doings, knoivest thou not that the fruit of impatience is 
repentance ? Had we hasted, we also, like thee, had repented.” 
Then he conferred on him a robe of honour and engaged to him 
for the completion of the donry and sent to Ins father, giving him 
the glad tidings and comforting his heart ^Mth news of his son's 
safety; after nhich he said to Bihzad, “Arise, O my son, and 
go to thy sire.” Rejoined the Pnnee, “ O king, complete thy 
kindness to me by hastening my going-in to my ndfe; for, an 1 
go back to my sire, the time will be long till he send a messenger 
and he return, promising me despatch. The king laughed and 
marv'ellcd at him and said to him, “ I fear for thee from this 
precipitancy, lest thou come to shame and win not thy wish,” 
Then he gave him muchel of A\calth and wrote him letters, 
commending him to the father of the Princess, and despatched 
him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came 
forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him 
a fine lodging and bade hasten tlie going^m of his daughter to 
him, in compliance vith the other king’s letter. He also advised 
the Pnnee’s father of his son’s coming and they busied them¬ 
selves \Mth the affair of the young lady. When it was the day 
of the bride’s going-in,' Bihzad, of his impetuosity and lack of 
patience, betook himself to the Mall, which was between himself 
and her lodging and wherein ivas a hole pierced, and of his haste 
looked through it, so he might see his bnde. But her mother 
espied him" and this ivas grievous to her, so she took from one 
of the pages tivo red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole 
through which the Pnnee ivas looHng. The spits ran into his 
eyes and put them out and he fell doivn fainting and the wedding- 
festival M^as changed to mourning and sore concern. “ See, then, 
O King (continued the youth), “ the issue of the Prince’s haste 
and lack of deliberation, for indeed his impatience bequeathed 
him long penitence and his joy turned to anno}*^, and on like wise 
was It with the ivonian ivho hastened to put out his eyes and 


in etc ^veddmg.da} . not to be confounded with going 

espjing through the creMce 
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(Iclnyod nol to tlohbcratc* All thi^ was the doing of haste; 
uhercfoic it Inhoveth the King not to he hasty in putting rne to 
death, foi that I am under the hold of his hand, and \Nhalso time 
thou dcsjrcst my slaughter, it shall nol e:>cape thee/' When the 
king heard this his anger subsided and he said, “ Return him 
back to the pii‘on till to-morrow, so we may look into his case.” 


GTfif Jjflb ^nv* 

OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS. 

WiiLN* it was the fifth day, the fifth Wa?ir, who<;e name was 
Jahrbaur,* came m to the king and prostrating himself before him, 
said, ‘*0 kin;:, it beho\eth thee, an thou see or hear one look 
on tin home.* that thou pluck out Ins cye^. Huw then shoultl 
it he with him whom thou viwcst a middlemost iliy pal.acc and 
on thvrmal lud, and iic suspected with thv Ilanm, .ind not of 
thy hntage or of thy kindred? So (h thou away this shame by 
putting him m death. Indeed, wo urge thee not to this, except 
for the as-maiire of thine empire and of onr /c.il foi thy lo}al 
couimclling and of our affection to thee, I low can it be Jaw'ful 
that this youth should Inefor a sincilo hour?*’ Therewith the 
king wxas filled with fury and cried, “ Iking him foithright.” So 
they foiclied the youth whom they Set befoic him in fetters, and 
the king vmi to him, ‘‘Woe to tine I Tiioii hast sinned a great 
sin arul the time of thy suniv.d hath been long*; but needs must 
we put thee to death, because there h no ease for us in tliy life 
till we take it.'* Qiiotli the youth, “Know O king, that I, ky 
Allah, am guiliks<;^ and by reason of this I hope for life, for that 
he who is innocent of all offence gcclh not in feir of puns and 
penalties, ncilher greatcnclh his mourning and his concern ; but 
whoso hath sinned, needs must liis sin be expiated upon him, 
though his life be prolonged, and it shall o\crtakc him, c\en as u 
cA'crtoolc l)adl>in the king and his Wa/dr.” Asked A'^adbakht, 
“IJow was that?” and tlie youth said, “Hear, O king (whose 
days may Allah inerc isc i), 
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1 A fane) name intended to lie Per .lan. 

2 11 , tin Harem, ihv \Nomen 

3 I r, thy life hath been undul) prolonged. 
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THE STORY OF KING DADBIN AND HIS WAZIRS^' 


There was once a king in the land of Tabaristan," by name 
Dadbin, and he had two Wazirs, one called Zorkhan and the 
other Kardan.^ The Minister Zorkhan had a daughter, there 
was not in her day a fairer than she nor yet a chaster or a more 
pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and an adorer of Allah the 
Almighty, and her name was Arsva.^ Now Dadbin, the king, 
heard tell of her praises; so his heart clave to her and he called 
the Wa 2 ir her sire and said to him, I desire of thee that thou 
marry me to thy daughter/’ Quoth Zorkhan, “O my liegest 
lord, suffer me to consult her, and if she consent, I w'lll marry 
thee with her/' And the king said, “ Haste thee wnth this.” So 
the Minister w'ent in to his daughter and said to her, O my 
daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry 
thee.” She said, O my father, I desire not a husband, 
and if thou wilt marry me, many* me not but with a mate 
w’ho shall be mine inferior in rank and I nobler thiin he, so 
be ma}* not turn to other than myself nor lift bis eyes upon 
me,® and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be 
with him as a slave-girl and a seiw'ing-w’oman,” Accordingly 
the ^\"azir returned to the king and acquainted him with that 
w’hich his daughter had said, whenas he ledoubled in desire and 
lovedonging for her, and said to her sire, “ An thou marry me 
not to her of good grace, I wall take her in thy despite and hy 
force.” The Minister again betook himself to his daughter and 
repeated to her the king’s words, but she replied, “I want no 
husband/’ So he returned to the king and told him what she 
said, and he wras wroth and threatened him, whereupon the 
father took his daughter and fled with her. When this came to 
the king s knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zorkhan, 
to stop the road upon him, w hilst he himseK w’ent out and over- 
takuig the Wazir, smote him on the head with his mace‘s and 


CazoUe, ‘'Stor)‘ of Ra\'ia (ArwaU the Resigned” 
ijad'Din {Persian) = one who looks to justice, a name hardl)* deserred in this 

2 For this important proi mce and city of Persia, see Al-^Ias'udi, u 2, 
e,c it gaie one of maixj names to the Caspian Sea. The adjectwe is 
Tabari whence Tahar^i 5 =nati\eof Tibcnas (Tabaniah) 

Per'fan 'Violence, and Kar-dan Business-knower; both 

4 ** TOUen With a terminal }a is a woraan^s P in Arabic. 

contcnipt This •* marrying 
6 Hastem Id^, xcr> hule known to weman in the West, 

“sort ^ “dabouc*’ aud explaiH it as a 

For the Dabhn«f or ty Rastem Pnnees, which series also as a weapon,** 

A or uie Uabbus, or mace, see \ ok V night dcj^. 



Tic Story of Km^ JliX.H'tn and Its Jlazirf. 67 

slcxv hin). Then lie toolc hi^ daughter by force and returning to 
bin <hvelling-phco, ^^cnt m lo her and married her. Arwa 
lesignrd herself with patience to that which betided her and 
commuted hei ca^q to Allah Almighty; and indeed she wae 
u^ed to serve Him night and day wStli a goodly serMce in the 
hf'U*=c of King Dadhin her liushand. It befell one day that the 
king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his second 
Wa/ir Kardan and said to him, I have a charge lo commit to 
thy care, and it is \onderhd\, my wife, the daughter of the 
Warir Zoikhan, and 1 dcrire that tlioii keep her and guard her 
thy \ery self, bccau^^c I hate not in tlie woild aught dearer than 
she/* Quoth Kardan in his mind, ** Of a truth, the king 
Imnourcth me with an c\teeding honour in cntiustmg me wath 
this lady/* And he answered, Wuh lo\c and all gladness/’ 
When the kmg had depart^'d on his jounuw, Kardan said in 
hunsclf, Needs must I look upon this lady whom the king 
lo\dh v.Mth all thb love/’ So he hid himself in a place, 
that he might espy her, and saw Jicr surpassing description ; 
A%hercfor he vas confounded at her and his wat was wiUlercd 
and lo%c gat the lordship of Imn, so that he sent to her, sa}ings 
*MIa\c pity on me, for indeed I petidi for the kne of thee/* 
She ienl back lo him and replied, *‘0 Warir, tliou art in the 
place of faitli and confidence, so do noi thou betray thy trust, 
imt make thine inwaard life like unto thmc outward* and occupy 
thyself with thy vrife and that which is lawful to thee. As for 
this, kis mere lust, and w‘omcn arc all of one and the same taste/ 
And if thou wilt not be forbidden from tins talk, 1 wall make 
thee a h>word and a reproach among folk.” When the Minister 
heard her answer, he Knew llial riie was chaste of soul and body; 
w'hcrcforc he repented with the utmost of repentance and fcaicd 
for Inmsdf from the Idng and Kud, ** Needs must I devise a 
dexice whereby 1 may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced 
with the king.' Now wdien the king returned from his journey, 
he qucstk'iied Kardan of the affairs of his kingdom, and the 
WnJ^ir .answered, “AH right well, O king, save a vile matter, 
which 1 have espied here and with which I am ashamed to 
confront the sox ran ; but, if 1 hold my peace thereof, I fear lest 
Cftlwr than I discover it and I sliall have plated tiaitor to the 
king in the matter of my warning and my trust.” Quoth Dadbm, 


j { • kt th> pnnv)"''' l'^ npht^nu^ an thmc ard proL^ 
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“ Speak, for to me thou art none other than a truth-teller, a 
trust%\orthy and a loyal counsellor in ^vhatso thou sayest, 
undistrusted in aught.’* And the Minister said, ‘‘0 king, this 
woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou 
talkest and her fasting and her praying, I will plainly prove to 
thee that this is craft and guile.” Hereat the king was troubled 
and said, “ What may be the matter?” and the Wazir replied, »I 
n ould ha\ e thee wot that some days after thy departure, one came 
to me and said to me, Come, O Wazir, and look. So I went to 
the door of the queen's sleeping-chamber and behold, she w^as 
sittingAvith Abu al-Kahyr, her father’s page, whom she favoureth, 
and she did wnth him what she did, and such is the manner of that 
w Inch I saw' and heard.” When Dadbin heard this, he burnt wdth rage 
and said to one of his eunuchs,^ “ Go and slay her in her chamber*” 
But the eunuch said to him, ‘*0 king, Allah prolong thy life! 
Indeed, the killing of her may not be in this w'ay neither at this 
lime, but do thou bid one of thine Castrates take her up on a 
camel and cany' her to one of the trackless W’olds and cast her 
dowm there; so, if she be guilty, Allah shall cause her to perish, 
and if she be innocent, He wull deliver her, and the king shall 
be free from default against her, for that this lady is dear to thee 
and thou slew est her father by reason of thy love for her*” Quoth 
the king, By Allah, thou sayst sooth 1 ” Then he bade one 
of his eunuchs cam' her on a camel to one of the far-off wilds and 


cut-off w'oids and there leave her and w'cnd his ways, and he 
forbad her torment to be prolonged. So he took her up and 
betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without 
pro vaunt or w'ater and returned, wdiereupon she made for one of 


the hills, and ranging stones before her in form of prayer-niche, 
stood praying. Now' it chanced that a caniel-dnver, belonging 
to Kisra- the king, lost certain camels, and his lord threatened 
him, if he found them not, that he would slay him* Accordingly 
he set out and plunged into the w'astes till he came to the place 
where the lady was, and seeing her standing at prayers utterly 
alone, w'aited till she had made an end of her onsons, w'hen he 
went up to her and saluted her with the salam, saying, “ Who 
art thou ? Quoth she, “ I am a hand-maid of the Almighty.” 
He asked, “What doest thou in this desolate place ? ” and she 
answered, “ I serve Allah the "Most High,” W'hen he saw^ her 
beauty and loieliness, he fell in love with her, and said to her. 


- ^ ‘ guardian of the Harem-door. 

- w , Chosro..s, whom ChaMs and Cazotte male •• C>rus ” 
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“llarkye! Do thou take me to mate and I ^vill be tender to 
thcc and use ihee with cxcccdinfr ruth, and I wjll further Ihcc 
m obedience to Allah Almiqhly.” But <ihc ans\\credi sa}inj^, 
•* I have no need of ^Ycdlock and 1 desire to abide here alone 
wlih my Lord and lli*^ worship ; but an thou w‘ouIdst have ruth 
upon me and furtlier me in the obedience of Allah the Mon 
Hi"h, cany* me to n place where there is water and thou wdt 
ha\e done me a Kindness.” Thtreupon he tool, her to a place 
whcicin was nmninc: water and scltinf^ her down on the "round, 
left her and went Ins ways, manclling at her. After he left 
lior, )m found his camels, by lier blessing, and when he returned, 
King Ki^-ra a'-ked Inm, "Hast thou found the camels?” He 
answered *‘YoSt” and acquainted him with the an*4nr of the 
damsek and detailed to him her beauty and loveliness: w'here- 
upon the kirm's heart <h\c to her and he mounted with a few 
men and bM^''»k himself to that place, where li" found the lad\ 
and v.is ama:od at hei, b^'cause he saw hei surpassing the 
*lcscr 5 ption wdwr* with the cnmebdri\cr had described her to him. 
So he acco-ted lier and sud to her, I am King Kisra, greilcst 
of the kings. Wilt thou not ha\e me to hu^bmd?” Quoih 
‘he, ** Wjrit will thou do with me, O king, and 1 a \unu in 
abandoned m the waste'” And quoth ho, Needs must this 
l>e, and if thou wilt not rnns/>nt to me, 1 will take up my abode 
here and devote myself to Allah’s strvacc and thy servnee, and 
wdth theewor hip tiu* Alnughu.” Then he bade set up for her a 
tent and another for Iinn^-clf, facing hers, so he might adore Allah 
w’ith her, and ft 11 to sending her food; and she said in herself, 
“ This is a king, and ’tis not lavrfui for me that 1 sufTer him for 
my sal.c to forsake his lieges and his land.” PrcsontlN she said 
to the ‘-et\in"-w<nnan, w'ho used to bring her the food, “Speak 
the lung that he return to his women, for he liath no need of 
me, and I dc5ire to abide m tliis place, so I may wmship therein 
\llah the mn^t High.’’ The slave-girl rctuincd to the king .and 
told him this, whereupon he sent back to Iier, saving, “ I ha^e no 
need of the kingriiip and I also dcsiic to tarry hou and wr^rdup 
Allah with thee in this w’aste.” When she found this carnestnc‘»s 
in him, she fell in with his wishes, and said, “O king, I will 
consent to that which thou dc'^ircst and wall be to thee a wafe, 
but on condition tint thou bring me Dadbm the king and his 
Wazir Kardan and his chamberlain the chief Liinuch, and that 
they be present in thine assembly, so I inav spc\ik a w’ord with 
them in Ihy presence, to the intent that thou mayst redouble in 
affection for me.” Quoth Kisra, “And what is thy want unto 





this?” So she reUted'to him her story from first tc last, how 
she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the Wazir ICardan 
had misspoken ol her honour. \Vhen King Kisra heaid this, he 
redoubled in Io\edonging for her and affection and said to her, 
“ Do \\ hatso thou vallest : then he let bring a litter, ^ and carrying 
her therein to his d\\elhng-place, entreated her with the utmost 
honour and espoused her. Presently he sent a great army to 
King Dadbin and fetching him and his WaKir Kardan and the 
Eunuch-chamberlain, caused bnng them before him, the}" un- 
kno\nng the while what he might purpose to do with them. 
Moreover, he caused set up for Anva a pavilion - in the court} ard 
of his palace, and she entered it and let down the curtain before 
herself. When the servants had set their scats and they had 
seated themseh es, An\ a raided a comer of the curtain and said, 
** O Kardan, nse to thy feet, for it bcsitteth not that thou sit in 
the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.” When 
the Wazir heard these words, his heart fiuttcred and his joints 
were loosened and he rose to his feet of his fear. Then said she 
to him, “ By the Mrtue of Him who hath made thee stand up to 
judgment in this standing-stead, and thou abject and humiliated, 
1 conjure thee speak the truth and say w*hat egged thee on to lie 
against me and dme me from my home and from the land of 
my husband and made thee practise thus against a man and a 
Z^Ioslem so as to slay him.* This is no place wherein lying 
avaiieth nor may artifice be herein^* When the Wazir was 
\vare that she w^as Arv.a and heard her speech, he knew that 
it behoved hmi not to he and that naught A\ould avail him saie 
truth; so he bowled his head groundw ards and wept and said, 
hoso doth needs must he incur it, albe his day be 
prolonged. By Allah, I am he ^Yho hath smned and transgressed, 
and naught prompted me unto this but fear and ovemiastenng 
desire and the miser} wnt upon my brow.* And indeed this 
woman IS pure and chaste and free from all fault.” When 
heard this, he beat his face and said to Kardan, 
IS azir, Allah slay thee^ ! ’Tis thou that hast parted me 

T^uah, used for the Persian Tahhtrawan, common in The 


Z fvubbah. a dome-shaped tent as elceuhpr/' 

T- - death c. 
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nnd my wife and wonqcd me! But Kisra the Un^ said to 
him, Allah shall as*;inodly '^lay thee, because thou hastenedst 
aiul iuolvcdst not into thine afFair, and knewest not the guilty 
from the giultlcss* Iladsl thou wrought dcliberateiy, the unright 
had been made manifest to thee from tfic riglu; so wdicn this 
\illain Wa/dr purpo'=ed thy ruin, whcie was thy Judgment and 
whuher went thy sight?*' Then he asked Arw'a, <‘\\hat wilt 
thou that I do with them?” and she answered, **Accomplish 
on them the ordinance of Almighty Allah': let the slayer be 
slain and the transgressor transgiessed agam^^t, even as lie trans¬ 
gressed against us; jea, and to the well-doer w*eal shall 1x5 done 
ev en as lie did unto us.” So she ga\ c her officers order concerning 
Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew' 
him, and she siul, <‘This is for the slaughter of my sire.” Then 
she bade set the Waair on a boast and hear him to the desert 
whither he had caused her to be Ivorne, lea%c him there without 
provaunt or winter; and she said to him, “An thou bo guilty, 
thou shalt suffer the punislinienl of thy guilt and die in the desert 
of Inmgcr and thirst; but an there be no guilt in thee, tliou shall 
i^c delncircd, even as I was dehwied,” As for the Eunuch* 
chamberlnin, w*ho had counselled King Dadbm not to slay her, 
but to ca;u>e carry her to the desert, she bestowed on him a costly 
robe of honour and said to him, ** The like of thee it bcfittetli 
kings to hold in favour and promote to lugh place, for that thou 
spnlrcst loyally and well, and a man is requited according to his 
<ier J.” And Kina the King made him Wah in a certain province 
of his empire. “ Know, therefore, Oking” (continued the youth), 
“that whoso docth gootl is requited with good, and he who is 
gmiUlcss of sin and ofTence feareih not the issue of his affain And 
1 , U my liege loid, am free fimn guilt, w'hercforc I hope in Allah 


"" 1 iV . thr? vhich U lh«s c-^ence of Moslem, and indeed, of all 

cnrvnal ju-i .t>rudc’.ce \SV cannot wonder at the judgment of Queen An\w 
e ca Confut^iu*. the and most humane of Iau;*i\crs, voufd not pirJon 

the man v.i’o allo.vc \ his father's murderer to live 'i he Modem lex tahonis 
(Koran u 173) 1% nh ntical with that of the Jews (Kxod wi 2^). and the latter 
prohalib derwej from immcmf>rjal Dut man) modern Rabbins ex¬ 
plain awn> the command aa rather a demand for a pecuniar) mulct 

than literal rclil.aMou The well-known Isaac Aburbancl cues man> argu¬ 
ments in proof of this position he asks, for instance, supposing the accused 
ln\c but one c)c, should hr la c it for having struck out one of another man's 
tv o ? Moreover, he dwtlK upn the imjxissibiht) of indicting a punishment the 
exact equivah nl of the injury . hie Sh\lock's pound of Hesh without drawing 
blood. Moslems. howe\er. know notlnngof these frivolities, and if retaliation 
be dfunandtd the judge must grant it Ihero is a lepnd m Marocco of an 
IZngiish merchant v ho was compelled to forfeit tooth for tooth at the instance 
of an old woman, but a profitable concession gilded the piU 
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that He will show forth the truth to niitie auspicious king^j and 
vouchsafe me the victor}^ over enemies and enviers.” When the 
long heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, * I^ctum him 
to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his case* 


GT^c S'ljrtf) Dap. 

OF TRUST IN ALLAH. 

When it was the sixth day, the WTath of the Wazirs redoubled, 
because they had not won their will of the youth and they feared 
for their lives from the hege lord; so three of them w^ent in to 
him and prostrating themselves between his hands, said to him, 
king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and 
fondly solicitous for thy weal. Verily, thou persistest long m 
leaving this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage 
therein. E\ery day findeth him yet on life and the talk of folk 
redoubleth suspicion on thee; so do thou do him dead, that the 
talk may be made an end of.” When the king heard this speech, 
he said, “By Allah, \enly ye say sooth and speak nghtly!” 
Then he bade them bnng the young treasurer and when he 
came into the presence said to him, “ How' long shall I look 
into thy case, and find no helper for thee and see them athirst 
for thy blood?” The }outh answered, “O king, I hope for 
succour only from Allah, not from created beings: an Pie aid 
me, none shall ha\e power to haim me, and if Pie be with me 
and on my side, because of the truth, from wdiom shall I feai, 
because of untruth ? Indeed, I have made my intent with Allah 
a pure intent and a sincere, and I have severed my expectation 
from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh aid of Allali 
findeth of his desire that w^hich Bakhtzaman found.” Quoth 
the king, “Who was Bakhtzaman and W'hat is his story?” 
and quoth the youth, “ Hear, O king, 


THE STORY OF KING BAKHTZAMANN 

There was once a king of the kings, whose name wvas Bakhtzaman, 
an e was a great eater and drinker and carouser, Nowr 
enemies o is made their appearance in certain parts of bis realm, 
..hich they coveted; and one of his fnends said to him, » O Idn-, 
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the foe iniendeth for thee : be on thy {^uard ngninst him/* Quoth 
Bakht/ainan, ** I rock not of him, for that I ha\CA\capons and 
wealth and warmeu and am not afuud of aupht/' Then said his 
friends to him, ** Ask aid of Allah, O king, for lie will help thee 
more than thy wealth and thy weapons and thy warriors.*’ r>ut 
he turned a deaf ear to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and 
piescntly the enemy came upon him and waged w^ar upon him and 
got the victory o\cr him and profited him naught his trust in 
nihcr than Allah the Moit High. So he fled from him and seeking 
one of the sovrans, said to him, ** I come to thee and lay hold 
upon tin skirls and take icfiige with thee, so thou ma}St help me 
against my foe/* The king ga\c him monc} and men and a 
mighty many and Bakhteaman raid in himself, “ Now am I 
fort.fied with this force and needs must I conquer my foe witli 
such cmnlntants and cnxrcomff him ; but he said not, ** With 
me aid of Allah Almiglit}/* So his enemy met him and o\er- 
<.ame him again and he w\as defeated and put to the rout and tied 
At random: his troops wire dispersed fioin him and his money 
and the enemy pursued him. Tiicreupou he sougljt the sea 
and pissing over to the other side, saw a great city and tlicrcin a 
mighty citadel. He asked its name and that of its owner, and 
ihcy said to him, “ It bclongeth to Khadidan* the king/’ So he 
fired on till he came to the royal palace and concealing his con- 
d.ition, passed himself ofi* fur a horseman^and sought scr\ice 
V ilh King Khadidan, who attached him to his ationdance and 
-entreated him wdth honour ; but his heart still clung to his 
motherland and his home. Presently, it chanced that an enemy 
tame cut against King Khadidan ; so he ‘^cnl Ins troops to meet 
him and made Bakht/aman head of the liost. Then they avent 
forth to the field and Khadidan also came forth and ranged Ins 
troops and hnolK d I.ance and sallied out in person and fought a sore 
fight and oxcTcame his foe, who walh his troops ignoiniinousl}’' fled. 
Wlien the king and his army returned in triinnpli, Bakhlzaman 
said to him, Harkye, O king! This be a strange thing 1 sec 
in Ihcc that thou art compassed about wdth this mighty great 
army, ^ct dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adven- 
turcst thy life/* Ouolh the king, Dost thou call thyself a 
knight and a learned wdghl and deemest that \ictory is in the 
many of men ? ” Quoth Bakhtzaman, “ Such is indeed my 


I Cha\is .and Carotto Unn;;e the name to Alndid," which, like 
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belief.’^ And Khadidan the king cried, “ By Allah, then, thou 
errest m tins thy behefr’ presently adding, ''Woe and again 
woe to him nhose trust is in other than Allah! Indeed, this 
army is appointed only for phantasy and majesty, and victory 
is from Allah alone. I too, O Bakhtzaman, \%hilome believed 
that victory was in the number of inen,^ and an enemy came out 
against me nath eight hundred head, whilst I had eight hundred 
thousand. I trusted in the tale of my troops, uhilst my foe 
trusted in Allah, so he defeated me and routed me and I uas 
put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, 
where I met with a Religious who had withdraun himself from 
the world. So I joined myself to him and complained to him 
of tny case and acquainted him uith all that had befallen me. 
Quoth the Recluse, Wettest thou u hy this befell thee and thou 
wast defeated ? Quoth I, I know not; and he said. Because 
thou didst put thy trust in the multitude of thy uar-men and 
rehedst not upon Allah the Most High. Hadst thou pul thy 
trust in the Almighty and believed of Him that it is He alone 
u ho advantageth and endamageth thee, ne\ er had thv foe availed 
to cope with thee. Return unto Allah. So I returned to 1113' 
right senses, and repented at the hands of that Religious, who 
said to me:—Turn back mthnhat reniaineth to thee of troops 
and confront thy foes, for, if their intents be changed and turned 
anny” from Allah, thou wilt overcome them, e'en wert thou alone. 
When I heard the Solitar} ’s words, I put my trust in Allah of 
All-Flight; and, gathering together those who remained with me,' 
fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night They deemed 
us man}' and fled with the shamefullest flight, whereupon I 
entered my* cit\’ and repossessed my’self of m\* pl?xe b}* the might 
of Alniight}' Allah, and now“ I fight not but trusting in His aid 
Wlien Bakhtzaman heard these words he au'oke from his heed- 
lessaess and coed, Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! 
O king, this is my case and my' story, nothing added and naught 
subtracted, for I am King Bakhtzaman and all this happened to 
me w'herefore I wall seek the gate of Allah’s mercy and repent 
uiiuo Him. So he ivent forth to one of the mountains and 
worshipped Allah there aw'hile, till one night, as he slept, a 
personage appeared to him in a dream and said to him. '' O 
Bakhtzaman. Allah accepteth thy' repentance and openeth on 
thee the door of succour and ^v^ll aid thee against th}' foe.’" 
W ben he was as sured of this in a dream, he arose and turned 
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back, intending for JnV tn\n nt\ ; and when he drew near there¬ 
unto, he a cxenpany of the IcaigV Rtaineis, who said to huu, 
Whence art thou We ‘^ce t!i it tlnu art a foreigner and fear for 
thee rom this King* f^r ih \i every stringer who cnleieth this cU\, 
he dt5Uo\eth lunw of his dread of lung Bahht/ainan.” Said 
Bakhtxjauiaiw ** Xtaie shall piejndice him nor piofit liiin save 
Allah the Most High/' And they lephed, Indeed, ho liatli a 
vast limy, and 2us heart is fortified in the nuiltitude of his many 
When King HrddUnaman heard this, his mind was comfoited 
and he said to himself, ** I place my trust in Allah. An He 
will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of the Lord 
of Omnipotence.’* So he said to the folk, “Wot yc not who 
I am?*’ and they said, “No, by Alldi/’ Cried he, “I am 
King BaKhtrgunan *' When they heard this and knew' that it 
was indccii he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed 
his stump, to do him honour, and said to him, “O king, why 
thus risk thy life ? ’* Quoth he, “ Indeed, my life is a light 
matter to me and I set my trust in .Mnughu Allah, looking to 
Him for proloctj m.” And quoth tluA, “ May tint suflicc thee ’ ** 
presently adding, “We wull do with thee that which is in our 
|vov;er .and whereof thou art worth) : hearten thy heart, for we 
will simcour thee with our substance and our existence, and wo 
aic his thief ofliccrs and the most in favour with him of all folk 
So wc will take thee A\ith us and cause the hegos follow after 
thee, because the inclination of the people, all of them, is thee- 
wards.” Said he, “Dowhatso Allah Aimighl) enablcth )ou to 
do.” So they canied him into the city and liid him wnth them. 
Then thc\ agreed with a company of the king’s cliicf ofTicers, 
who had afoictune been tliose of Bakhtraman, and acquainted 
them with this; whcicat they rejoiced w’ith joy exceeding. Then 
they aifcmblcd together to Ikakhtr^aman, and made a covenant 
and handfast of fealty with him and fell upon the foe and slew' 
him and scaled King Bnkhr/aman again on tlic throne of his king- 
sliip. And his affurs prospered and .\l!ah amended his estate and 
restored to him Ilis bounty, and he i tiled his subjects justly and 
abode in the obedience of the Almighty. “ On this wise, O king,” 
(continued the young licasurcr,) “he watli wliom Allah is and 
whose intent is pure, meelcth nauglU save good. As foi me, I 
have no helper other ihiUi the Almighty, and I am content to 
submit rinsclf to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the punty 
of my intent.” With this the king’s wrath subsided and he said, 
“Kelurn him to the prison till the morrow', so we may look into 
his case/* 
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OF CLEMENCY. 

Whes it was the seventh day, the seventh Wazir, whose name 
was Bihkamal,' came in to the king and prostrating himself to 
him, said, “ O knng, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth 
profit thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him.^^ ^Vh\^ 
then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death ?*^ The 
Minister s words aroused the anger of the king, and he bade 
bring the youth. So they fetched him before him in fetters, and 
Axadbakht said to him, Ho, uoe to thee! By Allah, after this 
day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, by 
reason that thou hast outraged nunc honour, and there can be 
no forgiveness for thee.” The ^outli replied, ‘*0 king, there is 
no great forgiveness save in case of a great default, for according 
as the offence is great in so much magnified is mercy; and it is 
no grace to the like of thee if he spare the hkc of me. Venly, 
Allah kaoweth that there is no enme in me, and indeed He com- 
mandeth to clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which 
spareth from slaughter, for that thy pardon of him whom thou 
purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; 
and whoso doth e\il shall find it before him, even as it was 
wath lung Bihkard.” Asked the king, “ And what is the stoiy^ 
of King Bihkard. ’ And the youth answered, ” Hear, O king, 


THE STORY OF KIKG BIHKARDr^* 


There was once a long named Bihkard and he had mickle of 
wealth and many troops; but his deeds were e\Tl and he would 
punish for a slight offence, and he never forgave any offender. 
He went forth one day to hunt and a certain of his pages shot 
a shaft, which lit on the king s ear and cut it off. Bihkard 
cried, •• \\ ho shot that arrow ? ” So the guards brought him 
in haste the misdemeanant, tvhose name w^as Yatru,* and he of 
his fear fell down on the ground in a fainting fit. Then quoth 
the king, Slay him ; but ^ atru said, ** O king, this wdiicli 
hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so 


1 Ters and Arab — ** Gock3 perfection ” 

2 In Chavis and CazoUe Ston' of Babkrkan 
nonneed ** Ky^ »*) := •* Weli be did ’* 

3 See '*Katru" in the Introduction to the Bakhtiyar-namah 
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do thou pinion me, in the liour of thy power o\er me, for that 
mercy of the gonJhc^;! of deeds atid belike it shall he m this 
world a proxision and a good work for ivhich thou shalt be icpaicl 
vv.c of thc«^c days, and a treasure laid up to thine account with 
Allah in the world to come* Pardon me, thercfoic, and fend ofl 
c\il from me, $0 shall Alhh fend oft from thee the like evil/’ 
When the king heard this it pleased him and he pardoned the 
page, albeit he Ind iu\ or before pardoned any. Now this page 
was of the sons of the kings and lind fled from his sire on account 
of a sm he had cominiucd : then he went and took ser\ico with 
Ihhkard llic King, and tlicrc happened to him what happened. 
After a while, it chanced that a man rccogm/*ed him and went 
and told his fallier, who sent him a letter, comforting his hcau 
and mind and calling upon him to return to him. Accordingly 
h:; returned to his father, w'ho cime forth to meet him and 
rejoiced in him, and the l*rince’s a flairs were nght wnth his 
sirCr Now it befell, one day of the days, tliat King Jiihkaid 
shipped liitn in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish: but 
the wind blew on them and the craft sank. The king made the 
I.uk! upon a pi mk, unknown of any, and came forth, mother- 
n d:cd, on one t>f the coasts; and U chanced that he landed m 
tlie country whereof the fithcr of the page aforesaid was King. 
So he came in the night to the gate of the sovran’s capital, and 
liUding it sluit, lodged him in a hiirying-placc there. When the 
morning morrow cd and the folk came fo^th of the city, behold, 
they found a man lately murthered and cast dowm in a corner of 
the burial ground, and seeing Bihkaui there, doubted not but it 
was he who had slain him during the mght; so they laid hands 
on him and earned him up to the King and said to him, “This 
fiHow' hath slain a intin,” Tiic King bade imprison him ; wheic- 
upon they threw^ him in jail, and he fell to saying in himself, what 
while he waas in the prison, “All that hath befallen me is of the 
abundance of my sms and m> tyranny, for, indeed, I have slam 
much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds 
and that which 1 have wrought whilonicof oppression.” As he 
wais thus pondering in himself, there came a bud and lighted 
down on the pinnacle of the prison, w'heicupon, of lus passing 
tagt.rness in the chase, he took a stone and Ihiew it at the bird. 
Now tiicldng’s son waas plajing m the cveicise-gruund with the ball 
and (he bat,^ and the stone lit on his cdv and cut it oiT, whereupon 
the Pimcc fell dow’n in a fit. So they enquired who had thrown 

t The text lia^ “ JauJvalJn *' forSaulajan, thclVrbJan *• Chaug.ln ” = the 
crooied bat iced in Polo See \ol }. night u 
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the stone and finding that it wns Bihknrd) took hini n.nd carried him 
before the king’s son, who bade do him die. Accordingly, they 
cast the turband from his head and W’cre about to fillet his eyes, 
when the Prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, 
said to him, ‘‘ But for thy villainies thine car had not been cut 
off.” Said Bihkard, “ Not so, by Allah ! Nay, but the story of 
the loss of my ear is so and so, and I pardoned him who smote 
me \Yith an arroiv and cut off my ear.^^ When the Prince heard 
this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 
» Art thou not Bihkard the king?’’ ** Yes,’’ replied he, and the 
Prince said to him, ** What ill chance threw^ thee here ’ ” There¬ 
upon he told him all that had betided him and the folk wondered 
and extolled the perfection of the Almighty, cr}ing Subhana 
’llab *—^laud to the Lord 1 ” Then the Prince rose to him and 
embraced him and kissed him and, entreating him wnth respect, 
seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a robe of honour; 
and he turned to his sire and said to him, This be the king 
w^ho pardoned me and this be his ear wdiich I cut off with a 
shaft; and indeed he deserveth my pardon by having pardoned 
me.” Then said he to Bihkard, “ Verily, the issue of mercy 
hath been a proMSion for thee in such hour as this.” And they 
entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to 
his own country in all honour. Know% then, O king,” (con¬ 
tinued the youth,) “ that there is no goodlier quality than mercy 
and that all thou dost of clemency, thou sbalt find before thee 
a treasure for thee treasured up ” When the king heard this, 
his wTath subsided and he said, Return him to the prison till 
the morrow% so w^e may look into his case.” 


5rj)c ©np* 

OF ENVY AND MALICE, 

Whun it W’as the eighth day, the Wazirs all assembled and had 
speech together and said, “ How" shall w^e do wdth this youth, ivho 
o^ercometh us wutli his much talk ? Indeed, we fear lest he be 
saved and we fall into destruction. So, let us all go in to the king 
and unite our efforts to gam our cause, ere he appear without 
guilt and come forth and get the better of us.” Accordingly they 
all went into the king and prostrating themselves before him, saul 
to him, “O king, bew^are lest this youth ensorcell thee with Ins 
sorcerjr and beguile tbee with his uiles. An thou heardest ^^hat 
^Ye hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live; no, not a single day. 
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Wherefore hco^l not \u^ speech, for uc nrc thy Ministers, who 
cncIe,l^ol1^ for thy ptnnnncncc, anti if thou henikon not to our 
\\orcl, to uho*'C v,oui ^^Jlt thou hearken ? Sec, we are ton Wa/irs 
who testify af^ain^^t this \outh that he is guilty and entered not 
the Ling’s sleeping chanibci sn\c with ill intent, so he nngJit put 
the Ling to slnnic and outrage his honour; and if the Ling slay 
him not, let linn Innjsh fjim his realm, that the tongue of the folk 
may desii,t from him,’’ hen tlic Lmg heard his Mmistcis* 
wends, he WMS wroth with cvecedmg wrath and hade bring the 
}outh, and when he came m to the king, the Warms all cried out 
with one \oice. saving, ** O LacL-wus. thmLest thou to save 
tinself from slaughter by guile and sleight, that thou wilest the 
Lingwitlith} talk and liopc^^t pardon foi the like of tins mighty 
great crime Uiou hast commilicd "'i‘hcn the king bade fetch 
the sworder, so he might smite his neck ; whereupon Cvich of the 
Wa.nrs fell to saying, I will slay him”; and they sprang 
upon him. Quoth Ihe youth, ** O king, con^'ider and pondet 
the eagerness of these thy Mmistcis. Is this of envy or is it 
not? 1 hey would fain make severance between me and thee, 
M> thcic mav fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime.” 
And the Ling s lid to him, Consider their witness again^^t thee.” 
The young man siul, O long, how* shall they testify of that 
wliicli they saw not’? This is but envw and de*.piglit; and 
thou, an thou slay me, \wlt indeed regret me, and J fe.ir lest 
there betide thee of npentance that which bclidcd Aylan Shah, 
by reason of the malice of his Wai^irs.” Asked Azadbikht, 
“And what is his story?” and the youth answered, “Hear, 
O Ling, 


7 HE STORY OF AY LAX SHAH AND ABU TAMM A 

Whiinmc there was a merchant named Abu lammam, and he 
was a clever man and a well-bred, quick-witted and truthful m all 
his affairs, and he was monied to boM. Now there was m his bn 1 
a Ling as unjust as lie was jealous, and Abu Tammani feared for 
his wealth from tins king and i lid, will loinove hence U 
another place where 1 shall not be in dread.” So he made for the 


1 Anionr .t I Ime notetl, circunr.tviti^l c\:dcncc i‘inot twvfnl 
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city of Aylati Shah and built himself a palace therein and trans¬ 
porting his ivealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the 
neMS of him reached King Aylan Shah; so he sent to imite him 
to his presence and said to him, ‘'We know of thy coming to us 
and thine entering under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard 
of thine excellence and ^Yit and generosity; so welcome to thee 
and fair welcome» The land is thy land and at tlv>^ command, 
and whatsoever need thou needest of us, 'tis already accomplished 
to thee, and it beho\ eth that thou be near our person and of our 
assembly.'* Abu Tammam prostrated himself before the king, 
and said to him, “ 0 king, I will serve thee with my monies and 
with my life, but do thou excuse me from ncaimess to thee, for 
that an I took office about thee, I should not be safe from enemies 
and enwers.” Then he applied himself to the royal service with 
presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, 
well-bred and of good counsel; so his heart inclined to him and 
he committed to him the oidinance of lus affairs and the power 
to bind and to loose was in his hand. Now Aylan Shah had 
three Wazirs, in whoso hands public affairs were wont to be and 
they had been accustomed not to quit the king night or day; but 
they became shut out from him by reason of Abu Tammam and 
the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. Herewith the 
ministers took counsel together upon the matter and said, What 
IS your rede we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from 
us wnth yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him w^ith more 
honour than us^ But now come, let us devise some device where¬ 
by w^e may alienate him from the king." So each of them spoke 
forth that which w^as m his mind, and one of them said, “ The 
king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the 
wwld, and whatso messenger goeth to demand her in marritage, 
him her father slaughtereth, Noiv our king hath no knowledge 
of this, so, come, let us foregather wdth him and bring up the 
mention of her. wffien his heart is talceu with her, w^e will ad\ise 
him to despatch Abu Tammam to seek her hand in marriage, 
w hereupon her father will slay him and W’C shall be quit of him 
and settle his affair once for all." Accordingly, they w cut in to 
the king one day (Abu Tammam being present among them), 
and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the daughter of the Turks* 
king, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was 
taken ivith her and he said to them, “We wall send one to 
^mand her to wife for us, but who shall be our messenger?*’ 
Quoth the Wazirs, “ There is none fit for this business but Abu 
Tammam, by reason of his wit and good breeding "; and the 
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kJnj: «ivcU “ Indocvl, <*\cn as 3*0 sa}^ none is fitting for this affair 
savo he/* Then he ttirnctl to Abu Tannnain and snd 10 Inin, 
** Wilt thfiu not f'o with my message and seek me in marriage 
the daiightci of the Turks’ king’ ” and he answered, “To hear 
IS to obey, O my Sovran 1 ** So they made ready his affair and 
the king confened on him a robe of honour, and he took with 
liim A present and a letter under the king’s hand and setting out, 
fared on till he came to the capital cUy of Turkistan. When the 
king of the Turks knew of bis coming, he despatched his officers 
to rccci\c him and entreated him wdth honour and lodged him a«; 
befitted his rank. Then he guested him three daNs, after wdiich 
tune he summoned him to his presence and Abu Tammam went 
in to him; and, prostrating lnm<.e!f as besecmclh before kings, 
hit! thit pn<ient before him and ga%e him the letter. The king 
noui the wnt and said to Abu Tammam, “We will do what 
Inlanclh in the matter; but, O Abu Tammam, mods must 
thou \iew nu diirdUtr .uid ^he \iew thee, and needs must 
thou hear her ipet eh and she hear tiune ” So saving, he sent 
him to the lodiiing the Princes-, wlio had Ind luaire of this; 

that they had adorned her sitting-room with t)ic costliest 
that might be of vessels of gold and silver and the like, and 

seated lu rscT on a chair of gold, chd in the richest of 
ro\Ml robes and onnmenls. When Abu Tammam entered, he 
look thought and said, “ ddic wi‘^e declare th<it whoso governeth 
his sight shall suffer naught unrighl and he who guarclcth his 
longue sliall hear Uvaught of foul taunt, an<i he who keepeth 
watch o\cr his hand, it shall be lengthened and not shortened/” 
So he entered and seating himself on the floor, cast down 
liis eyes and co\ercd his liands and feel with his dress/ 
Quoth the king s daughter to him, “ Raise thy head, O Abu 
Tammam, and look on me and speak with me.” But he spake 
not neither raised his head, and she continued, “ They sent thee 
oidv to \iew' me and talk with me, and 3’Cl behold thou safest 
not a word” ; presently adding, “Take of thc'^e union-pearls that 
be round thee and of these jewels and gold and sd\or/’ But he 
pul not forth his hand to aught, and wdien she saw' that he paid 
no heed to anything, she w’as angry and cned, “ They have 

r In Aral* ichom a h i': hard or arm means po\^c^, a phrase not wholly 
nnirccl m Huroj/tan hn,;u ts;cs Cha\i* and pirrphr.u^c “He who 

Uvp'i hr, hands cto A rpm his breast, slmll not see them cut ofT." 

2 Arab ‘’Jam a ’a atnifab/* ht — he drew m lus c\lrcjnincs, jt Ixiin" con¬ 
trary to “ etiquette • in the picsciicc of a suponor not to co\ti hands and feet 
In the wild Argcnlihc KtpubUc the ,^a\ace Gaucho removes his gigantic spurs 
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nicssag^cd nic with n nicssetigcrj blind, dumb, deaf. Then she 
sent to acquaint her father with this ; hereupon the king called 
Abu Tammain to him and said to him, “ Thou earnest not save to 
view my daughter: why, then, hast thou not looked upon her ? ” 
Quoth Abu Tammam, ‘‘ I saw everything” ; and quoth the king, 
« Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest 
of jewels and the like ? Indeed they were set out for thee.” But 
he answered, “ It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught 
that is not mine.” When the king heard his speech, he gave him 
a sumptuous robe of honour and loved him muchly^ and said to 
him, ** Come, look at this well,” So Abu Tammam went up 
to the pit-mouth and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of the 
sons of Adam, and the king said to him, These are the heads of 
envoys whom I slew, because I saw them unthout loyalty to their 
lords, and I was used, nhenas 1 beheld an envoy without 
good manners, to say, He who sent him is 'ivorse-mannered than 
he, because the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth 
him and his breeding is of his master’s breeding; and whoso 
is after this fashion, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." 
For this reason I used to put the envoys to death; but, as for 
thee, thou hast overcome us and won m}*' daughter, of the 
excellence of thy manners, so hearten thy heart, for she is th}' 
lord’s.*’ Then he sent him back to King Aylan Shah with 
presents and ranties and a letter, saying, “This that I have 
done is in honour of thee and of thine envoy.” AVhen Abu 
Tammam returned after accomplishing his mission and brought 
the presents and the letter, King Aylan Shah rejoiced in this 
and redoubled all his favours and showed him honour the 
highest. Some days after, the King of Turkistan sent his 
daughter and she went in to King Aylan Shah, who rejoiced 
in her with exceedmg joy and Abu Tammam’s worth was 
exalted m the royal sight. When the Wazirs saw this, they 
redoubled in envy and despite and said, “ An we contrive us 
not a contrivance to nd us of this man, we shall die of rage.” 
So they bethought them and agreed upon a deidce they should 
practise. Then they betook themselves to two boys, pages 
affected to the service of the king, who slept not but on their 
knee,® and they lay at his head, for that they were his bed- 


equnalent to the Arab, or rather Egypto-Synan form 
‘Jiddan, used in the modem slang sense 
2 * f , that he become my son-indau 

vni I shampooing often alluded to in The l^ights, see 
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dropped off whilst his feet were on the laps of the lads 
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chatnlw page*?. So the Minimcrs gave them each a tliousand 
dinars of gold, saying* We desire of you that }c do sommshat 
we lequire and take this gold as a provi*;ion against your time of 
need.” Quoth the lads, What is it ye would have us do ? ** and 
quoth the Warirs, This Abu Tammam hath marred matters for 
and if his case abide in this way, he will remove us all from 
tiui kipg*s fa\our: and ^\hat v.c want of )ou twain is that, Avhen 
)o aic alone with the king and he Icaneth back, as he were asleep, 
one of you say to Ids fellow^:—Verily, the king hath taken Abu 
'rammam into high favour and hath advanced him to exalted 
rank, jet he is a transgressor against the king's honour and an 
accursed wight. Then let the other of jou ask:—And wdiat is Ins 
transgression ? and let the first answer:—Ilcoutragelh the king's 
honour and saith, the King of Turkistan w\as used, wdicn a 
mcs*:cngcr went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay 
bitn; but me he spared, bcc.ause she hked me, and by reason of 
tills her sire sent her hither, for that she iuicd me. Then let the 
other say, Know*est thou this for tiuth ? and let the first reply:— 
b 5 y Allah, this is familiar to all the folk, but, of their fear of the 
king, they d ire not divulge it to him; and as often as the king 
is «absent a-huntiiig or a-A\,*yfanng, Abu Tammam cometh to her 
and is pri\ate with her.” Whereupon the bojs answ’ercd, ** We 
will i-ay this ‘ Accordingly, one night, when they were alone 
with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said 
these words and the king heard all and was like to die of fury and 
despite and said to himself, These arc young boys, not come to 
years of discretion, and ha\c no business Avilh any; and unless 
they liad heard these Avords from some one, they had not spoken 
thereof each Atith other.” When it Avas morning A\rath o\^er* 
mastered him, so that lie slayid not neither deliberated, but 
Mimnvnicd Abu Tammam and taking him apart, said to him, 
** Whoso guordclli not the honour of Ins hege lord,' what 
deserveth he ? ” Said Abu Tammam, “ lie deserveth that his 
lord guard not his honour.” Ajlan Shah continued, “ And wdioso 
entcrelh the king's house and playcth traitor Avith him, A\hat 
bchovclh unto him ^ ” and Abu Tammam leplicd, He shall not 
be left aliAC.” Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to 
him, *<Hoth the‘=;c deeds hast thou done.” Then he drcAv his 
{xnnard on him in haste and smiting him in the 1 elly, slit it and 
Abu Tammam died foithright; Avhercupon the king dragged him 
along and c*ist liim into a avcH that Avas in his palace. After he 


1 Meaning the honour of his Harem 
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had slain him, he fell mto repentance and mourning increased and 
chagrin waxed sore upon him, and he would acquaint none who 
questioned him with the cause, nor, of his love for his wife, did 
he tell her of this, and whenever she asked him wheiefoie he 
grieved, he answered her not. t When the Wazirs Icnew of Abu 
Tamnicim’s death, they rejoiced with exceeding joy and knew 
that the king’s sorrow arose from regret for him. As for Aylan 
Shah, after this he used to betake himself by night to the 
sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, that he 
might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood 
one night pnvily at the door of their chamber, he saw them 
spread out the gold between their hands and play with it and 
heard one of them say, Woe to us ! What doth this gold profit 
us ^ Indeed we cannot buy therewith any thing nor spend it 
upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abu Taiumam 
and done him dead unjustly.” And said the other, “ Had Ave 
known that the king would slay him on the spot, we had not done 
Avhat Ave did.” When the king heard that, he could not contain 
himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, “ Woe to 
you ’ What did ye ? Tell me.” And they cried, ** Ainan,^ 0 
king ^ ” He cried, An ye Avould have pardon from Allah and 
me, you are bound to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save 
you from me but soothfastness.” Hereat they prostrated them¬ 
selves before him and said, By Allah, O king, the Wazirs gave 
us this gold and taught us to lie against Abu Tammam, so thou 
mightest kill him, and Avhat Ave said Avas their speech.” When 
the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he Avas like 
to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he Avell 
nigh cut them in tAvain, for repentance and sorrow that he 
had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abu Tammam, 
so he might consider his case. Then he sent for the Ministers 
and said to them, “ O villainous Wazirs, ye deemed that Allah 
Avas heedless of your deed, but right soon shall your Avickedness 
revert upon you. Kuoav ye not that Whoso diggeth for bis 
brother a pit shall himself fall into it^? Take from me the 
punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall receive the 
punishment of the next world and requital from Allah.” Then 
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he bide put (hcni to <!tMth ; the luMikimin smote ofT (heir 
hcad'^ before the km^”, and he went in to hi^ wife and acquainted 
hci with whabo he had misdonc to Abu Tainmatn; wdicreupon 
she cricxed for him with tnic^hty pieat grief and the king and hk 
household craved not'weeping and repenting all their Jives. 
'Moreover, tho)* brought Abu ‘r4uu!nam forth of the well and the 
king IniiU him a clome^ m his palicc and buried him thcroui. 
“ See, then, O auspicious king,” (continued the youth,) ** wdiat 
jealous) doth and injustice and how Allah caused the Waxirs’ 
malice to revert upon their own rxeks; and I trust in the 
Almighty tint Ho wall empower me over all wdio envy me my 
favour with the king and shew foUh the tnith unto him. Indeed, 
1 drcid naught for my life from death; only I fc-ir lest the king 
repent of m) slaughter, for that I am guiltless of ofience, .uid if I 
knew that I were guilty on ian)’ wire, my longue w’ould he dumb- 
St rude/* When the king heard thii», ho l^owcd his head ground- 
warils in jx^plcvity and confusion and s ud. ” Rcstoic him to the 
piison till the monow, so v\o may 1ck>]c into hts case/’ 


(Tfir JRmtb Day, 

OF DESTIXY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN 
ON THE FOREHEAD, 

Now when it was the ninth day, the Wa/irs met and said one 
to othei, “Verily, this \outh lufilclh us, for as often ns tlic 
J.ing is munhsl to kill him, he beguiloth him and bcwitcheth 
Juni with a slot}’; so what be your lode we should do, that 
we ma} rki)' him and Ive at rest from him?” Then they 
advised logetiun and agreed that they should go to the kings 
wife.* So they betook themselves to her and said to her, “ Thou 
art careless of this affair wherein thou art .and this imcare sliall 
not profit thee : whilst the king, occupied with eating and 
drinlcing and diversion, forgotieth that the folk bcMt upon 
laniboiuines and smg of thee and say, The wife of king loveth 
the vanith ; and as long as he abidcth alive the talk will increase 
and'nol diminish/’ Quoth she, “By xVllah, ’twas >c egged me 


T \( adomc<l tomb uIxtc prajer'^ and prelections of the Koran could 
\r: made Knblnh " m Marocco i; still the term for a 'smal! square baildmg 
\\ith i hiw im dianaranja cupola under which a Santon hts inierrcil It is the 
••little Wal) ’* of our blind tru tilers’* m the unlud) ‘*Hnl> laind.” 

2 f ff , to secure her assistance in arou:>ing the king b \sraih 
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on -against him, and ^^bat shall I do now?** and quoth they, 
»Go thou in to the Hng and weep and say to him,—Verily, 
the women come to me and inform me that I am dishonoured 
throughout the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing 
of this youth? An thou ^nlt not slay him, slay me to the 
end that this talk may be cut off from us.’* So the woman 
arose and rending her raiment, went in to the king, in the 
presence of the Wazirs, and cast herself upon him, sajdng, ‘*0 
kmg, is my shame not upon thee or fearest thou not shame ? 
Indeed, this is not of the fashion of kings that their jealousy over 
their women should be such as this.* Thou art heedless and all 
the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. Either slay 
him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not 
consent to his slaughter.” Thereupon the .king’s wrath waxed 
hot and he said to her, ‘‘ I have no pleasure in his continuance 
and needs must I slay him this very day. So return to thy 
palace and solace thy heart.” Then he bade fetch the youth; 
whereupon they brought him before him and the Wazirs said, ‘‘ 0 
base of base, fie upon thee ^ Thy life-term is at hand and earth 
hungereth for thy flesh, so it may make a meal of it.” But he 
said to them, “ Death is not in 3 our word or in 3"our eniy; na}', 
it IS a destm}' wntten upon the forehead: wherefore, if aught be 
MTit upon m}" front, there is no help but it come to pass, and 
neither striving nor thought-taking nor precaution-seeking shall 
delivet me therefrom; even as happened to King Ibrahim and 
his son.” Quoth the king, “ Who was King Ibrahim and who was 
his son ?and quoth the youth, “ Hear, O king, 


THE STORY OF KING IBRAHIM AND HIS SON.*'' 


There was once a king of the kings. Sultan Ibrahim bight, to 
whom the soiTans abased themselves and did obedience; but he 
had no son and was straitened of breast because of that, fearing 
lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not to long for 

a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, tiU one of them 
conceued, whereat he rejoiced with passing J03’ and gave great 
gifts and the largest largesse When the girl’s months were com- 
p ete an t e time of her ]}dng-in drew near, the king summoned 


I i fso slow to a^ enge itself 

Unl^s^ Son’* {Cha\is and Cazotte) 
that found'xn^he ^ 
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the astrologers aiul they watched for the hour of child-bearing 
and raised their astrolabes and carefully noted the time. The 
hand-m:ud ga\c birth to a man-child, whereat the king rejoiced 
exceedingly, and the people congratulated one another vrith this 
ghd neus. 'I'hcn the astrophils made their calculations and 
loi^kcd into his nali\ity and his ascendant, hereupon their 
colour changed and they v.erc confounded. Quoth the king to 
them, '^Acquaint me with Ins horoscope and ye shall have 
assurance of paidon and have naught to fear.*’* They replied, 
*‘0 king, this princely child’s nativiU denoteth (hat, in the 
seventh \ear of Ins age, there is fearful dinger for him from a 
Hon, which shall attempt to lend him: and if he be saved from 
the lion, there will betide a matter yet sorer and more grievous 
even than that.” Asked the king, **\Vhat is it?” and they 
answered, **\Vc will not speak, except the king command us 
and give us assurance from fear.” Q'toth the king, “Allah 
a^sllrc you! ” and quoth they, “ And he be saved from the 
lion, the king’s destruction shnll he at his hand.” When the 
king heard tins, his cumplcKion ciianged and his brcist was 
stniitoncd; but he said to himself, “I will be watchful and do 
nn cinleavour and suHcr not the hon to cat him. It cinnot 
i>e that he will kill me, .and indeed ‘The astrologers lied.*’” 
Then he caused rear him among the w'ct-nurses and the noble 
matrons*; but withal lie ceased not to ponder the prediction 
<»f the .astrophils and venly ins life was troubled. So he 
betook hiimrclf to the top of a high mountain and hollowed 
there a deep excavation* and made in it many dw’clhng-places 
and rooms and filled it witli «ill that w*as needful of rations and 
raiment and wdiat not else and kdd in it pipe-conduits of waiter 
from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse 
who should rear him Moreover, at the first of each month he 
u'-cd to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the hollow' 
and Jet down a rope he had wdth him and draw up the boy to him 
and strain him to bis l>o«'om and kiss him and play with him 
aw'hile, after wliicli he would let him dowm again to his place and 

1 A njdu Jvingly Ving. in the Ilaslcrn sense of the ssorch would strike off 

their hea<b'for d tnng fo see omens threatening hi 3 son and heir this would 
Im ronstructive treoi^n cf the hijjhcst because it might be expected to cause 
itsovn fulfihncnl , ^ ^ 

2 Mahommed's Hadis '‘Ka/ribu q-Munajjimuna bi Kabbi U-lvaabah* 

4 ..thc Astrologen lied, by the Ka*abah\ Lord ^ . 

3 Arab “Kha\\atm/*plur.of Khatun.amatron,ahd),vol iu night cclxii 

A See Al-Mas*udi,chapt xmi (I r Transl n .^8-^9) of the circular cavity 

tno miles deep and sixty in circuit inhabited by men and animals on the 
Caucasus near Derbend 
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return; and he ^vas .vont to count the days till the seven years 
should pass by. Kon^vhen arrived the time of the F^te fore- 
ordered and the Fortune graven on the forehead and there 
remained for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be 
complete, there came to that mountain hunters chasing ^nld 
beasts and, seeing a lion, they attacked him. He fled from them 
and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the hollow in_ its 
midst. The nurse saw him forthwith and escaped from him into 
one of the chambers; upon which the lion made for the lad and 
seizing upon him, tare his shoulder, after which he sought the 
room wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, 
whilst the boy lay in a svoon. IMeanwhilc, when the huntsmen 
saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth 
and heard the shneking of the boy and the woman; and after 
awhile the cries died away, whereby they knew that the hon had 
slain them. Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the excava¬ 
tion behold, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would 
have issued forth ’ but, as often as he shc\\ ed his head, they pelted 
him with stones, till they beat him dowm and he fell; whereupon 
one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and 
saw the boy wounded; after which he Avent to the chamber, where 
he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill 
of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and 
what not else, and notifpng bis mates, fell to passing the stuff up 
to them • lastly, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the 
pit, carried him to their d^\elling-place, Avhere they dressed 
his wounds. He grew up vdth them, but acquainted them 
not vnth his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him,^ he 
knew not what he should say, because they let him dovm 
the pit when he was a little one. The hunters manxlled at his 
speech and loved him vdth exceeding love and one of them took 
him to son and abode rearing him by his side and training him 
in bunting and horse-riding, till he reached the age of twelve 
and became a brave, going forth with the folk to the chase 
and to the cutting of the way. Now it chanced one day that 
they sallied forth to stop the road and fell in with a caravan 
during the night; but its stout fellows Avere on their guard; 
so they joined battle v-ith the robbers and oA^ercame them and 
slew them and the boy fell Avounded and tarried cast doAvn ^ 
that place till the inoiTow, when he opened his eyes and finding 
his comrades slam, lifted himself up and arose to walk'the 
road. Presently, there met him a man. a treasure-seeker, and 
asked him, “Whither away, O lad? So he told him Avhat bad 
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liclulctl him .nnd llu; otlu‘i ‘.nicl, <*Bc of i^ooA heart, for that the 
tide of thy j^ood fortune is come and Allah biin^clh thee joy 
and gladness, I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, 
wherein vs a miglity micKIe of uedth. So come with me that 
thou mayst help me, and I will give iliec monies with which 
thou slialt panidc tin self all thy life long/' Then he carried 
the 3oiUh to his duelling and dressed his wounds, and he tarried 
wUh him «^omc days till he was rested; W'hcn the trcasurc'seckcr 
lo^k him and tv;o beasts and all that he needed, and they fared 
on till they came to a (ow'cring lughland. Here the man brought 
out a honk and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain 
fne culiits tloep, wheieupon there appeared to him a stone. He 
pulled It up and behold it w\ns a trap^door co\cnng llic mouth 
of a pit. So he waited till the foul air' was come forth from 
the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the lad's 
middle ami let him down buchctn\i*^c to the bottom, and wdtli 
him a lighted waMii taper. The boy looked and beheld, at 
the upper end of the pit, wealth abundant ; so the treasure- 
seeker let down a rope and a In^^kct and the boy fell to filling and 
the man to drawing up, till the fellow had got his sufTiciency, 
when he loided his beasts and cca^^cd wwlcing, whilst the boy 
looked for him to let down the rope and draw him up; but he 
lolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went his waiys. 
When the ba\" siw what the Ireasure-seclccr had done with him, 
he n lied upon Allah (e%tolicd and exalted be He I) and abode 
perplexed conctming his ease and said, “How bitter be this 
death ? for indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit 
was blinded to him. So he fell a-wcoping and saying, “ I escaped 
the lion and the robbers and now is mj* death to be in this pit, 
xnhcrc I shall die by slow degrees.” And he abode perplexed and 
looked for nothing but death. But ns he stood pondering, be¬ 
hold, he heard a sound of water rushing wdth a thunderous noise; 
so lie aro^e and walked in the pit, following the sound, till he 
came to a coiner and hoard the mighty coursing of water. Then 
he 1 lid his ear to the sound of the cunent and hearing it rushing 
in great strength, said to himself, “ This ib the flowing of a 
might}'watercourse and needs must I depart life in tins place, be 
It lo-day or to-morrow; so 1 wall throw myself into the stream 
and not die a slow death' in tins pit.” Thereupon he called up his 
courage and gathering up his skirts, cast himself into the water, 


T Aiab ’'Nafas’Mu -banth Arab'-Ihin;; in a land of ca\cinb know ‘ 
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and it bore him along vnth force exceeding and carrying him 
under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep 
Wady, adown which ran a great river, that welled up from under 
the ground. When he found himself on the face of earth, he 
abode dazed and a-swoon all that day ; after which he came to himself 
and rising, fared on along that valley ; and he ceased not his way- 
fare, praising Almighty Allah the while, till he came to an inhabited 
land and a great Milage in the icign of the king his sire. So he 
entered and foregathered with the villagers, who questioned him 
of his case; whereupon he told them his tale, and they admired 
how Allah had delivered him from all those dangers. Then he 
took up his abode with them and they loved him much. On this 
vdse happened it to bun; but as regards the king, bis father, 
when he went to the pit, as was his wont, and called the nurse, 
she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened 
and he let down a man who found the vroman dead and the 
boy gone, and acquainted therewith the king, who wdien he 
heard this, buffeted his head and wept wuth sore ^Yeeplng and 


descended into the midst of the pit that he might see how the 
case stood. There he espied the nurse slam and the lion dead, 
but beheld not the boy; so he returned and acquainted the 
astrologers wdth the soothfastness ot their sa}dng, and they 
rephed, “ O Iving, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been 
wToughten upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; 


for, had he been saved from the lion, w’e indeed, by Allah, had 
feared for thee from him, because the king's destruction ivould 
have been at his hand.” So the king ceased to sorrow for 
this and the da}s passed by and the affair ivas forgotten, 
j\Ieanwiiile the boy grew up and abode with the people of the 
village, and w^hen Allah willed the accomplishing of His com¬ 
mandment, which no endeavour availeth to avert, he went forth 
mth a party of the villagers to cut the way. The folk complained 
to lung Ibrahim his father, who sallied out with a company of 
his men and surrounded the highw^a3mien Now that boy was 
%nth them, and he drew forth an arrow’’ and launched it at 
t em, and it smote the king and wounded him in a mortal 
p ace. o they earned him to his palace, after they had laid 
an s upon the youth and his comrades and brought them 
before the sovran, sajnng, »What biddest us to do with 
them, Quoth he, »I am presently in trouble for myself, so 
me t e astrologers,” Accordingly, they^ brought them 
before him and he said to them, “ Ye said to nie, Thy death/ 
^ s a. e y s ajing at the hand of thy son; hovr, then, befalleth 
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it that I h.W' ^ot my dcath^hurt by ycuulcr (hic\rs?*’ The 
aMruln^cm mat \ oiled anti said to hin\<*0 king» ^tis not beyond 
the lore of the stars» togethn with tlte doom of Allah, that ho who 
hath smilteti thee should be thy sun/* W'hcn King Ibrahim heard 
thi*^, he bade fetch the thieves and said to them, “ Tell me truly, 
which of you shot the shaft that w^ounded me/* Said they, 
** 'Twas this )outh that is with us/’ Whereupon the king fell to 
consuk'iing him and said, ‘*0 youth, acquaint me with thy ease 
and tell ino who was thy father and thou shalt ha%c assurance of 
safety from Allah/* The youth icpliod, O my lord, 1 know no 
father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit, wdtli a nurse to 
rear me, and one day, there fell in wpnn its a lion, %vhich tare my 
shonklcr, then It ft me and occupied lumsclf with the nun>e and 
lent her in pieces; and Allah vouchsafed me one who brought me 
forth the pit/* Then he lelaled to him all tint had befallen him, 
first and last; which, when King Ibrahim heard, he cried out and 
said, “j>y Allah, this is my son!*’ pre^^entiy adding, ** Bare thy 
shoulder/* So he uncovered it, and behold, U was scarred. Then 
the king assembled his lords and lieges and the astrologers and 
said to them, ** Know' that what Allah hath writ upon the fore¬ 
head, be it fair fortune or misfortune, none may cflace, and all 
that is decreed to a man must ]»t‘rforcc befall him. Indeed, this 
iny care-taking and mycndc.nour profited me naught, for what 
weird Allah decreed for my son, he hath dreed and whatso He 
decreed to me I have endured. Kexeithdoss, I praise Allah and 
thank Him because this wm$ at my surfs hand, and not at the 
hand of another, and Alhaindolillah—laud to the Lord—for that 
the kingship is come to my son I ** And ho stiaincd the youth to 
his bosom and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 0 my son, 
this matter was after such fashion, and of my w*itchfulness over 
thee from Fate, I lodged thee in that pit; but carct.iking availed 
not.** Then he took the crow’n of the kingship and set it on his 
son’s head and cuiused the lieges and the people do homage to him 
and commended the subjects to his c,nre and enjoined to him 
justice and equity. And he farewellcd Iiim that night and died 
and his son reigned in his stead,* ** On like wise, O king,** (con¬ 
tinued the young ticasuror,) “ *tis wath thee. If Allah have 
written aught on my forehead, needs must it bcfdl me and my 
speech to the king shall not avail me, no, nor my illustrating 
it to him with instances, against the doom of Allah. And so it 
is with these Wa/irs, fur all their eagerness and endeavour for my 

' t Tluj i.implc talo told uith much pathos, not of words but of i»cnse 
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destruction, this shall not profit them; because, if Allah determine 
to save me, He wll give me the Mctory over them/' ^ When the 
Inng heard these words he became peiplcxcd and said, ** Return 
him to the puson till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, 
for the day diaweth to an end and I mean to do him dead in 
foulest sort, and to-morrow we will visit him with that which he 
menteth/' 


Ctljc CTcntl) 

OF THE APPOINTED TERM,^ WHICH, IF IT BE 
ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED, AND 
IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE 
ADVANCED. 

Whcn it was the tenth day (now this day was called Al-Mihrjcan^ 
and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, 
to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go 
forth), the council of the Wazirs agreed that they should speak 
with a company of the city notables. So they said to them. 
When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to 
him:—O king, (to the Lord be the laud!) thou art praiseworthy of 
policy and procedure and just to all thy subjects; but respecting 
this youth whom thou hast faA^oured, and who nevertheless hath 
reverted to his base origin and done this foul deed, what is thy 
purpose in his continuance ^ Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in 
thy palace, and every day thou hearest his palaver and thou 
knowest not what the folk say/’ And they answered, Hearing 
is obeying/’ Accordingly, when they entered wnth the folk and 
had prostrated themselves before the king and congratulated 
his majesty, he raised their several degrees. Now it was the 
custom of the folic to salute and go forth; but they took seat, and 
the king knew that they had a word they would fain address tc 


f Arab "Ajalthe appointed day of death; also used for sudden 
death See vol i night viii 

2 i p, the Autumnal Equinox, one of the t\vo great festu al days (the othci 
being the New Year) of the Persians, and surviving in our Michaelmas 
According to iU-Mas udi (diap \\i), itwas established to commcmoiatc the 
capture of Zabhak ^zhi-Dah^Ia), the biting snake (the Hindu Ahi) of nigbl 
and darkness, the Greek Miyages, by Furaydun or Fendun Prof Sayce 
(Pnneyes of Comparah\ e Philology, p n) connects the latter with the Yedic 
*he Sun-horse (Rig v i 163, a, 3b the rpiroyhw 
Trn. the Faun-goddess, and Burnouf proved the same 

2 ^ Athvvja,ofthe Avesta. who finally became 
rura>dun, the Greek Kyrus. See vok in night ccchii ^ 
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him: so he tvjmcd to them (the Wa7trs being also present) and 
Ask jour need.*' Therefore they upeated to him all that 
the Mitusttr\ had tamdil them and the Wa/irs aKo spoke with 
them; and Aradbakht sau! to them, “Ofolk, 1 would have it 
known tu you that th^rc is no duubl with me concerning this 
your sp‘ ech proLceviing from Io\c and lojal counsel to me, and ye 
ken that, were I inclined to kill halt these folk, I could do them 
the and Uiis would noi hard to me; so liow shall 1 not sliy 
this youth and he m my power and in the bending of my hand? 
link eel, his ennu is manifest and he hath incurred <!eMth penalty; 
and I ha\e deferred il nnlj” by reason of the greatness of the 
cficncc; for, an 1 do tliis wdth him and mj* proof against him 
be sttengthened, my he,irt is healed and the heart of my wliolc 
hdk; and if I slay him not to da\% his shying shall ihU escape 
me to-inurrowd* Then he bade fetch the jouth wlio, whe*n 
present between his haiuh, prodrated to him and blciscd him; 
avhereupon quoth the king, “Woe to thee! ilow^ long shall the 
folk upbraid me on thine account and Maine me for delaying 
ihv death? Even the people of mj city teproach me because 
of line, MO tint 1 am grown a pratmg-stocl: amongst them, and 
indeed tiny come in to me and reproach me for not putting 
thee to death, llow’ long sluH I delay this? Vcnljg this \ery 
day I mean to shed thy MockI and rid the folk of thy prattling/* 
The youth replied, “O king, an there ha\c betided thee talk 
because of me, by Allah, and again by Allah the great, those 
who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are none but 
the^^c v.dckcd Wa/irs, who chatter w'lth the crowd and tell 
them foul talcs and ill things of the king’s liouse; but I hope in 
the Mo'-l High that He wall cause their malice to recoil upon 
Iheii own heads. As for the king's menace of slajdng me, 
I am in the grip of his hand; so let not the king occupy hxs 
imnd with my sliughtcr, bcc.iuse I am like the spvirrow' in the 
gras]i of the fowler; if he wall, he ciitieth his thro it, and if he 
will, he IcUeth him go. As for the delajung of my death, ’tis not 
from the king, but from Him in wdiose hand is my life; for, by 
Allah, O king, an the Almighty walled my slaughter, thou couldst 
not postpone it; no, not for a single bom. And, indeed, man 
availctli not to fend off cnl from himself, even «as it wms wdtli the 
son of King Sulayman Shah, wdiose anxiety and carefulness for 
the wanning of his wash in the matter of the new^-bom child 
availed him naught, for his last hour was deferred how many 
a time! and Allaii saved him until he had accomplished his 
pctiod and had fulfilled his hfe-lerin/* Cned the king, “Fic 



Supplemental Mg/ifs. 

upon thee, how great is thy craft and thy talk! _ Tell me what 
was their tale/* And the youth said, Hear, 0 hing, 

THE STORY OF KING SULAYMAN SHAH AND 
HIS NIECES' 

There was once a king named Sulayman Shah, who was goodly 
of poUcy and rede, and he had a brother who died and left 
a daughter ; so Sulayman Shah reared her with the best of 
rearing and the girl became a model of reason and perfection, nor 
was there in her time a more beautiful than she. ^ How the king 
had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in his mind to wed 
her, while the other purposed to take her. The elder son’s name 
was Bahluwan^ and that of the younger Malik Shah,^ and the 
girl was called Shah Khatdn. Now one day, King Sulayman 
Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said 
to her, Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for 
the love of thy late father who hath found mercy; wherefore I 
purpose espousing thee to one of my sons and appointing him 
heir apparent, so he may be I^mg aftei mo. Loolc, then, which 
thou wilt have of my sons/ for that thou hast been reared with 
them and knowest them." The maiden arose and kissing bis 
hand, said to him, “ 0 my lord, I am thine hand-maid and thou 
art the ruler over me, so ukatever liiceth thee do that same, 
inasmuch as thy wish is higher and honourabler and holier than 
mine and if thou wouldst have me serve thee as a hand-maid for 
the rest of my life, 'twere fairer to me than any mate." The 
king commended her speech and conferred on her a robe of 
honour and gave her magnificent gifts, after which, his choice 
having fallen upon his younger son, Malik Shah, he wedded her 
with him and made him his heir apparent and bade the folk swear 
fealty to him. When this reached his brother Bahlmvan and he 
was ware that his younger brother had by favour been preferred 
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair w^as sore to him 
and envy entered mto him and hate ; but he hid this in his heart, 
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the dominion. 


I In Chavis and (^zotte, *■ Story of SeUmansha and his Family 

for Pers Pahluwan (from Pahiau) a brave, a warrior, an athlete, 
applied in India to a champion m any gymnastic exercise, especialh in 
wrestling The Frenchman calls him ** Balavan ”, and the Bresl text 
in more than one place (p 312) calls him BahwSn ” 

King^IOng^Sg (Persian) we find also Sultan Malik Shah« 

4 Arab “Aulad-i/' a vulgarism, plural for dual. 
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Meanwhile Shah Khatun w^ent in bridal «;plcndourto the kinji^’s 
?on and conceived by him and bare a son, as he were the illuming 
moon. When Bahltuvan viw this betide his brother, envy and 
jealousy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father’s 
palace and coming to his brother’s chamber, saw’ the nurse 
slcepinc: at tlie door, with the cradle before her and therein his 
brother’s child aslcej). BahUnvan stood by him and fell to 
looking upon his face, wdio^e radiance w’as as that of the moon, 
and Satan insinuated hiin*iclf into his heart, so that he bethought 
himself and said, *'\Vhy be not this babe mine? Venly, 1 am 
worthier of him than my brother; yen, and of the damsel 
and the dominion/’ Then the idea got the mastery of him 
and anger dra\c him, so that he took out a knife and setting 
it to the chiicrs gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his 
wmdpijx:. So he left him for dead and entering his brother’s 
chamber, saw’ him asleep, with the Princess by his side, and 
thought to shy hci, but said to himself, ** I will leave the girl* 
wife for m}sclf/’ Then he w’ent up to his brother and cutting his 
throat, partLcl head from body, after which he left him and went 
away. But now the w*nrld v/as stndtcned upon him and his life 
w’as a light matter to him and he sought the lodging of his sire 
Sulayman Sliah, that he might slay him also, but could not gel 
admission to him. So he went forth from the palace «ind hid 
himself in the city till tlie morrow’, when he repaired to one of his 
father’s fort id ices and tlicrom fortified himself. On this wise it 
w’as wdth him; but as regards the nurse, she presently aw’oke 
that she might give the child suck, and seeing the cradle running 
with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers started up and the 
king was aroused and making for the place, found the cliild with 
his throat cut and the bed running over wnlh blood and liis father 
dead wath a slit wens md in his sleeping chamber. They examined 
the child and found life in him and his wdndpipe whole and they 
srw’cd up the place of the wound: then the king sought his son 
Bahluw’an, but found him not and saw* that he had fled; so he 
knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this w’as giicvous 
to the king and to the people of his icairn and to the lady Shah 
Khatun. Thereupon the king laid out his son Malik Shah and 
buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned 
with passing sore mourning; after which he applied himself to 
rearing the infant. As for Bahluwan, w’hen he fled and fortified 
himself, his pow'cr w’axcd amain and there remained for him but 
to make v’ar upon his father, W'ho had cast Ins fondness upon the 
child and used to tear him on his knees and supplicate Almighty 
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Allah that he might live, so he might commit the command to 
him. When he came to five years of age, the Icing mounted him 
on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and 
prayed for him length of life, that he might take vengeance for 
his’father^ and heal his grandsire’s heart. Itleamvhile, Bahluwan 
the rebeF addiessed himself to pay court to Caesar, king of the 
Roum'’ and crave aid of him in debellmg his father, and he 
inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His sire the 
king hearing of this sent to Cmsar, saying, “ O glorious Idng of 
might illustnous, succour not an enl doer. This is my son and 
he hath done so and so and cut his brother’s throat and that of 
Ills brother’s son in the cradle.” But he told not the lung of the 
Roum that the child had recovered and ivas alive. When Caesar 
heard the truth of the matter, it ivas giievous to him as grievous 
could be, and he sent bade to Sulayman Shah, saying, “ An it be 
thy msh, O king, I mil cut off his head and send it to thee." 
But he made answer, saying, “ I care naught for him: soon and 
surely the reward of his deed and his crimes shall o\ ertake him, 
if not to-day, then to-morrow.” And from that date he continued 
to exchange letters and presents with Ccesar. Now the Icing 
of the Roum heard tell of the wndowed Princess* and of the 
beauty and lovehness wherewith she w'as endowed, wherefore 
his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in ivedlock 
of Sulayman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose 
and going into Shah Khatun, said to her, “ 0 my' daughter, 
the king of the Roum hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. 
What sayest thou ?" She wept and replied, “ O king, how canst 
thou find it in thy heart to address me thus ? As for me, abideth 
there husband for me, after the son of my uncle ? ” Rejoined the 
king, “ 0 my daughter, 'tis indeed as thou sayest; but here let 


I Mr Paj-ne translates, " so he might late his father's leavings,” f f > 
hentage, reading " Asar," which I hold to be a clerical error for SAr = 
Vendetta, blood reyenge (Bresl Edit \n 310) 

.1,“ '^rab ‘' Al- Asi ” the pop term for one who refuses to obey a constituted 
authonty and syn withPers "Yaghi ” •• Ant ’Asi?" “Vihlt thou not jieW 

thyself? says a poUceman to a refractory Fellah. 

C&1 ^ "Ahf Lam Mim, the GreAs 

cunously remarks that-the 
r.ro',5lS^ being onginally written, would make the 

P P f in either event, according as the rerb receued an active or 
P«““«»abon But w disco.enng this mare's nest, a rant 
" liI'E Ajo tc Aeacida, etc , he forgets that all the Prophet’s 

nnd some 5,000, would pronounce it only in one way 

and *at no man could mistake ghalabat ” (acUve) for ” gliulibat ” (p-issn e) 

tiohtM"Sab!!^v, = damsel%lave-girl. lor the 

p abi)ah — }oung ladj, being written in a rude and uncourtl> style. 
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u*? look to tlie of nfikiih. I nuKl now take compt of death, 
for tliat I am a nian shot in ycits and fear not save for ihce and 
forthyliitlcpon; and indeed J ha\c written to the king of the Rouin 
and otl'crs of the 1 ings and K,ud, IH*; uncle ^^lew liim, and slid not 
tint he hath rccowrcd and is living, hut concealed Ins affair, 
Nov tl'e king of tlu Rouni hath sent to demand thee in marriage, 
and thi'^ is no thing to he refused and fain would ve have oin 
hack strengthened with InmAnd she was sdent and spike 
not. So King Sulaman Shah made nivAver to Cn^^ar wdlh 
“llcanug and ohe\ing/* Then he arose and desp itched her 
to hun, and Ca ^ar went in to licr and found hn pisv,ing the 
dc«cnj)tion wheu'wUh they had d(scrd>(*d hei : wheiefore he 
loved her c\try da\ mote and more and pieferrcd her over ali his 
women and his aftei^tion foi Sulayman Shah was incieasod; hut 
Shah KhtUnrs Itoait stdl clav<* to her child and she could sa\ 
naught. As for SukiMuan Shah's tlie rebel Ikihluwan. 
wlitn he saw that Shah KhaInn had mained the king of the 
Koiim, this Was grievous to liiin and he de^pidred of her. Mean¬ 
while. lus father Sulayman Shah watched o\er the child and 
cherished lurn and mured him Malik Shah, after the nann of his 
sire. When he UMchid the age of ten, he made the folk do 
homage to him and appointed him his hen appiunt, and after 
some da}s, the old king’s tune for pumg tlm debt of natiue diew 
near anti he diiai. Now* a part} of the troops had handed them¬ 
selves tog^^tiior foi Ikihluwan ; r^o tiuy sent to lurn, and bringing 
him piivily, went in to the little Malilc Shah and sci/cd him and 
seated his undo IJahUiwan on the throne of Ivingship, Then 
they pruclaimcd Imn king and did Iiomage to lurn all, saying, 
<*Venh, we duire thee and deliver to thee the throne of 
kingship; hut we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother’s 
son, hccau'^e we are still hounden by tlie oslhs w'c swMro to his 
sire an I his granddre and the co\cnantswc made with them.” 
So Uihknvan granted tins to them and imprisoned the boy in 
an undergronml dungeon and straitened him Piescntly, the 
grm%ous news reached his motiier, and tlu> wms to her a fredi 
grief; but she cmdd not speak and committed her aflair to Allah 
Almighty, for tint she durst not nnme this to King Crrsar her 
spouse, test she s]ir)uld make her uncle King Sulayman Shah 
a liai. Ihit as legauk; Bahluwan the Rebel, he abode king in his 
* father’s place and his affairs prospered, while young Mahk Shah 
la\ in the souterrain four full-told years, idl lus favour faded and 

I ha our tarniliar phra.se ** Some one to Kick us ” 


VOT 


G 



gS Supplemental Nights 

his charms changed. When He (extolled and exalted be He') 
wiled to relieve him and lo bung him foith of the prison, 
Bahluwan sat one day with Ins chief Officcis and the Lords of 
his land and discoursed with them of the story of his sire, King 
Sulayman Shah and what was in Ins heart. Kow there were 
present ceitain Waxirs, men of w'orlh, and they said to him, 
“ 0 king, Ycnly Allah hath been bountiful to thee and hath 
brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy 
father's place and hast won what so thon wishedst. But, as for tins 
youth, there is no guilt in him, because he, from the day of his 
coming into the world, liath seen neither ease nor pleasure, and 
indeed bis fa\our is faded and his charms changed. What is his 
crime that he should merit such pams and penalties? Indeed, 
otheis than he were lo blame, and hereto Allah hath gi\eu thee 
the ^nctory over them, and there is no fault in this poor lad.” 
Quoth BahluwMn, “Venly, ’tis as }o saj , but I fear his 
machinations and am not safe from his mischief, haply the most 
part of the folk will inclme unto him.” They icphcd, “0 
king, w’hat is this bo) and what power hath he ? An thou fear 
him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Bahluwan said, 
“Ye speak sooth, so we will send him as captain of war to 
reduce one of the outlying stations.” Now over against the 
place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in 
this he designed the slaughter of the youth . so he bade bring 
him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw* 
near to him and saw h\s case Then he robed bim, whereat 
the folk rejoiced, and bound for him the banners' and, giring 
him a mighty many, despatched him to the quarter aforesaid, 
ivhither all who went ot w’ere slam or were taken. Accordingly 
]\IaUlc Shah fared thither wnth his foice, and w’hen it w’as one 
of the days, behold, the eneniy attacked them in the night; 
whereupon some of his men fled and the lest the eneni}'’ captured; 
and the} seized klalik Shah also and cast him into a pit ivith a 
company of his men His fellows mourned over his beauty 
and loveliness, and there he abode a w^holc tw'clvemonth in 
evilest plight. Kow* at the beginning of every 3^ear it was 
the enemy s wont to bnng forth their pnscaers and cast them 
dowm from the top of the citadel to the bottom; so at the 
customed time they brought them forth and cast them dow’n, 
and j\Ialik Shah with them. How*ever, he fell upon the other 


I Arab -»AVUda labu ra>pbir of rXvat. a banner See \ol iii night 
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men nnd the ground touched him not, for h\^ tenn was God- 
guarded. But those %\ho were ca^t down there were slain 
upon the spot and their bodies ceased not to He there till the 
wild beasts ate them and the winds scattered their bones. ]\rahk 
Shah abode strewn in his place and aswoon, all that day and that 
nieht, and when he revned and found luinsclf safe and sound, he 
thanked Allah the High for his safety, and rising left the 

place. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he wauit 
and dieting upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid him¬ 
self where he might and fared on at harvard all liis night; and 
thus he did for ''Ome da}s, till he came to a populous part 
and seeing folk there, accostfd them. He acquainted them 
wdih his case, gbing them to know* that he had been prisoned 
in the forlrtv-s and that tliey had throw*n him down, but 
Almighty Allah had sa\cd him and biought him ofT aU\e. The 
people had ruth on him and ga\c him to eat .and dnnk and he 
.abode wdih them «^everal days; then he questioned them of the 
w*ay that led to the kingdom of lus uncle Balihnvan, but told 
them not that he was lus father*s brother. So they showed him 
the road and he cea^td not to go barefoot, till he drew near his 
uncle’s capital, naked, anhungered, and indeed his limbs wTre 
lean and his coloui cliangcd He s:it down at tlie cit} gate, 
wlun behold, up cumc a compuiy of King Bnhinw’an’s chief 
officers, who were out a-huntmg and wiMied to water their 
horsc*^. 7'hey liglU<*d down to rest and the youth accosted them, 
sa}ing, “1 would ask you of somewhat that ye may acquaint me 
therewith.** Ouoth they, “Ask what thou wilt'*; and quoth he, 
“Is King Bahluwan well?’* They dciided him and replied, 
“What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou ait a stnmger and 
a beggar, and wheurc art thou that thou sliould’st question 
concerning the king*?*' Cned he, “In ^cr>' sooth, he is my 
uncle**; where it they mar\r:ied and said. “’Twas one catch- 
question* and now' ’tis become two.*’ Then said they to him, 
“O youth, it Js ns if thou wert Jinn-mad. Whence comest thou 
to claim kinship w’lth the king? Indeed, we know' not that he 
hath an) kith and Kin save a nephew, ,i brother’s son, who was 
prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage wsar upon the 
infidels, so that they slew' him.” Saul Malik Shah, “ T am he and 
the) slew me not. but there befell me this and that.” They 

1 hat concern hast thou v uh the Kin/jV health ’ *' The question 
n nffen^^nely put 

2 Aral) “ Masalah.’* a question . hete an cni^nna 

G 2 



TOO 


Suppkmcnial Kt^his 


knew him foithwith c'lnd rising to him, kissed his hands and 
rejoiced m him and said to him, “ O our lord, thou art indeed 
a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee naught 
but good and we pray for thy continuance. Look how Allah 
hath rescued thee from this wicked uncle, who sent thee to 
a place \\ hence none c\cr came ofT safe and sound, purposing 
not in this but thy destiuction , and indeed thou fellest upon 
death from ^^hlcll Allah delivered thee. How, then, wilt thou 
return and cast thyself again into thine foeman*s hand ? By 
Allah, save thyself and return not to him this second time. 
Haply thou shalt abide upon the face of the earth till it please 
Almighty Allah to reccue thee , but, an thou fall again into 
his hand, he Mill not sufTci thee to live a single hour.^* The 
Piince thanked them and said to them, ** Allah renard you 


with all Meal, for indeed ye gi\e me loyal counsel; but m hither 
M'ould ye have me Mend Quoth they, ** To the land of the 
Roum, the abiding-place of tin motlicr.*' “ quoth he, my 
grandfather, Sulayman Shah, m hen the king of the Roum ivrote 
to him demanding ni) mothei in maiiiagc, hid my affair and 
secieted niysecict, and she hath done the same, and I cannot 
make hei a ]i ir ' Rejoined they, ** Thou sayest sooth, but M^e 
desue thins adiantage, and even Mcrl thou to take serMce Math 
the folk, tMcre a nie<ins of thy continuance.^’ Then each and 


eicry of them brought out to him money and ga\ c him a modicum 
and clad him and fed him and fared on Math him the length of a 
parasang, till they brought him far from the city, and letting lum 
knoM that he M\as safe, departed from him, M'hilst he j'oiimeyed 
till he came forth of liis uncle’s reign and entered the dominion of 
the Roum. Then he made a \illage and taking up his abode 
therein, applied himself to sen mg one theie in eanng and seeding 
and the like As for his mothei, Shah Khatun, great M^as her 
longing for her child and she thought of him ever and nens of 
him M’as cut ofT from hei, so her life M’as troubled and she fore- 
^lare sleep and could not make mention of him before Kmg 
aesar her spouse, Nom" she had a Castrato mIio had come 
Mat 1 her from the court of her uncle King Sulayman Shah, and 
he M-as intelligent, quick-Matted, nght-reded. So she took him 
apart one day and said to him, shedding tears the Mhile, “ Thou 
hast been my Eunuch from my childhood to this day; canst 
^ tidings of my son, seeing that I cannot 

^ replied, O my lady, this is an affair 

Mhich thou hast concealed from the commencement, and M^ere 
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thy son hero, ’t\\ou!(l not be possible for thee to cnlcrtam him, 
IcslMhine honom Iva s’nirchod with the hin^; fn* l!ie\ w*ould 
ne\er credit thee, since the news hath been bunted abroad that 
th\ son w‘as slain bv his nnJe.’* Ouoth ‘'he, ^‘The ca^c is even 
as thou siyc'-t and thou speahest sooth; but, proMded I know 
th it iny son is alive, lei him be in these parts pasturing sheep 
and let me not sight hnn nor he sight me/* lie asked, **IIow 
sliaU we man in this matter ? ” and she answered, Here be 
my tuasincs and iny wealth: talc all thou wilt and bring 
me my son or oKc tuings of hi n/* Tlnm they dtwised a de\ice 
between ihrm, which was that Ihry should feign some busmens 
in their envn country, to wit that she hul wealth there buried 
honi the time of hci husband, M^dik Shall, and that none 
knew of it but i!*is lainucb wdio was with her, so it b»d\ovcd 
him to go fttdi it* Atcordmgly she aajinintcd the Icing her 
husband with that and souglit his permit for the Kunuch to 
f*ire: and the king grantid him leave of absence for the journey 
and clrugCvl him dtAi''i. a dc\ice, lest he come to grief. The 
Castiato, thLrdorc, dlsguued himself in merchant's habit and 
repainng to JJihluwan's city, began to make espial concornmg 
the \cnitirs ease, wdicicupon they told him that he had been 
pilsoncd in a soutoiiaia and that his uncle had released him and 
despatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When 
the Eunuch heard tliis, the mulnp was grievous to him and his 
breast wn^^ stntitencd and lu* knew not wh.il to do. It chanced 
one day rif the da\'s t!i it a ctriain of the horsemen, wdio had fallen 
in with the young Mahk Shall by the water and clad him and 
given Inm spnuling-mont y, saw* the Eunueh in the city, habited 
its .1 uKiclnut, and rtc^ignising him, questioned him of his ease 
and of the cau^e of his coming. f}uotIi he, ** I came to sell mcr- 
chmdise’'; and quoth the horseman, ** I will tell tlice somewhat, 
an thou cans! k\.cp itsccicl’' Answered the Neutial, “That 1 
ran 1 What is U ? ’ and the other said, \\ e met the king's son 
Maltk Sh di, I and sundry of the Arab', Avho were with me, and 
saw* him by ‘-uch a water and gave him spending-money and sent 
him towards the land of tlic Roum, near Ins mother, for that w*e 
feared for him lest his uncle Bahluwan slay him.’' Then he told 
him all that had passed between llicm, whereat the Eunuch’s 
countenance changed and he said to the cavalitr, “Thou ait 
safe!” The knight icphed, ‘^Tliou also art safe though thou come 


I Aral) ** la lilt" {tc, li, an, In) kia. but printed here arc! cl cwhcrc 
•Aith tbc >a as if it were In)bin/ * ^ for a single niglit 
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in quest of him*” And the Eunuch rejoined, saying, “Truly, 
that as my errand there as no rest foi his mother lying clown or 
using up, and she hath rent me to seek news of him.” Quoth 
the cavalier, “ Go in safety, for he as in a quarter of the land of 
the Roum, even as I said to thee ” The Castrato thanked him 
and blessed ham and mounting, returned upon his road, following 
the trail, wlaalst the knight rode with him to a ceidain highway, 
when he said to him, “ This is where we left him.” Then he 
took leave of him and rctmned to his own city, whilst the Eunuch 
fared on along the road, enquiring in every village he entered of 
the youth, by the dcsciiption which the rider had given him, 
and he ceased not thus to do till he came to the village wherein 
was young IMalik Shah. So he enteied, and dismounting, made 
enquiry after the Prince, but none gave him news of him; 
whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and made 
ready to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse, but, as 
he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope 
and a youth asleep by her side, bending the halter in hand; so he 
looked at him and passed on and heeded him not in his heart; 
but presently he halted and said to himself, “ An the youth whom 
I am questing have become the like of this slecpingyouth whom I 
passed but now, how shall I know him ? Alas, the length of my 
travail and travel ^ How* shall I go about in search of a somebody 
I know not, one whom, if I saw him face to face I should not 
know ? So saying he turned bade, musing anent that sleeping 
youth, and coming to him, he still sleeping, dismounted from his 
mare and sat down by his side. He fixed his eyes upon his face 
and considered him awhile and said in himself, “ For aught I wot, ^ 
t us ^ outh may be Ivlalik Shah ”, then he began hemming and 
saying, “ Harkye, O youth » ” Wheieupon the sleeper aw*oke and 
idt up, and the Eunuch asked him, » Who be thy father in this 
village and where be thy dwelling ? ” The youth sighed and 
replied, ‘I am a stranger”; and quoth the Castrato, “ From what 
land art thou and who is thy sire? ” Quoth the other, “ I am 

^ Funuch ceased not to question him 

u ® o answer his quenes, till he was certified of him and knew 

hu; K embraced him and kissed him atid wept over 

of him nnH Wandering about in search 

bs Privtly from the king, 

weet that mother -would be satisfied to 

he re-entlllVir him not Then 

him and thr> ^ buying the Prince a hoise, mounted 

y ceased not going till they came to the frontier of 
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titctr oun rnuntu, where theic fell robbers upon them by the 
way and lod: all that waswUh them and pinioned them; after 
which thu thieve them into a pit hard by the ro<icl and went 
tliLir wav'^i anvl left them to die tliere, and indeed they had cas* 
many folk into tiial ])it and lliey had jiCiislicJ. The Eunuch fell a 
creeping: in th > pit and the ^ouih sad to luni, What is this 
Wcepine: and what shrdl U profit here? Ouoth the Castrate, 1 
woep not f >r fnr of death, hut of ruth foi thee, and the cuiscdncss 
of th) ertse and because of tliy molIvT's heart and for that which 
thou hut snfrerel of lionois and lint thy death should he this 
iCU'bb* deuh, after the nulurancc of all manner dire distresses.** 
Hut tlv' youth sud, ‘‘Tint wduch hath belultd me was writ to 
me and lint which n written none hath power to cfTacc; and if 
my Hf'-term be advanc*\I, none m*ty defer itd'* Then the tw\ain 
pis-ed that nii;ht and the following tl ly and the next night and 
the next day in the ho!{ow% till they were weak with hunger 
and came nigh np.rx dc dh anti could but groan feebly. Now it 
fortum.>l by tlie deciccof Almighty Allah and Ilrs destuiy, that 
Crts.ir, king of the Greeks, the ipcnnsc of Malik Slnirs mother 
Shah Kh itun, wxnt fotlh aduuUing that morning. He flushed a 
head of gann , he and hn company, and cliascd U, till they came 
up with It by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from 
hi^ hoi-e, to si u'ghlur it, h tid by t!v' mouth of the hollow. He 
heard a round of lo\r mo enng from the sole of the pU ; wdicreat 
he arose and mounting his hoise, waited till the troops were 
a-*serubied. Then he acquainted the king wdlh this and he bade 
one of his s’^rv.ints d Aceiul into the hollow : so the man climbed 
tlown and brought out the youth an<l the Eunuch in fainting 
condition. Tluy cut their piniond^onds and poured wane down 
their throats, till they came to themselves, W’hen the king looked 
at tlv‘ jamuch and reeogniMng him, said, “ Hnrkyc, Such-an-onc!” 
'I he Castiato replied, “Yes, O my loul the king,*’ and prostrated 
himself tu him , whertsit the King wondered with exceeding wrnndcr 
and as]a d him, “ How' earnest thou to this place and wdiat hath 
liefalien thee?*' The Eunuch answ’crcd, “I went and took out 
the tieasure and brought it thus far, but the evil e}c was behind 
me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here .and 
seized the money and cast us into tins pit that we might die the 
slow dtu’lh of hunger, even as they had done with othcis; but 
Allah the Most High sent thee, m pity to us/* The king 
rnan^clled. he and his, and praised the Loul for that he had 

X , it my death be fated to befall tonla}, none ma) postpone u to a 
Jaitr date 



104 


Svjpkmctiial Nights. 


come thithci; after which he limed to the Castiato and said 
to him, “ W hat is tins youth thon hast ^\ith thee ? He replied, 
“O king, this IS the son of a nurse who belonged to us, and 
wc left him wdien he was a little one. I saiv him to-day and 
his mothei said tome, ‘Take him with thee’: so this moimng 
I biought him that he might be a scivant to the king, for that 
he IS an adroit youth «ind a clcvci. ' I'hcn tlic king faicd on, 
he and his company, and w'ith them the iMinuch and thejouth. 
who questioned his companion of Bahluwan and his dealing with 
his subjects, and he replied, saying, “ As thy head lucth, 0 m} 
loid the king, the folk aic in sore annoy with him and not one 
of them wishcth a sight of him, be they high or low%” When the 
king returned to his palace, he went in to his wife, Sliah Khatun, 
and said to hei, “ 1 gne thee the glad tidings of thine Hunuch's 
reluin”; and he told her what had bctidcd and of the youth 
wdiom he had brought with him. When she hcaid this, her 
wits fled and she would Inne sciearned, but her icason lestiaincd 
her, and the king said to her, “ What is this? Art thou ovei- 


come with grief foi the loss of the monies oi for that which hath 
befallen the Eunuch ? ” Said she, “ Nay, as thy head hveth, O 
king* but women aie weaklings” Then came the Castrate and 
going in to hci, told hci all that had happened to him and also 
acquainted hci wnth her case and with that which he had 


suffered of distresses and how* his uncle had exposed him to 
slaughter, and he had been taken piisoner and they had cast him 
into the pit and hiuled him from the higlmiost of the citadel 
anvl how Allah had dchveied him fiom these penis, all'of them, 
and whilst he recounted to her all this, she W’ept. Then she 
asked him, “ W hen the king saw^ him and questioned thee of him, 
wdiat w^as it thou saiclst him ^ ” and he answered, “ I said to 
him This IS the son of a nurse w ho belonged to us. ^^'e left 
him a httle one and he^grew up, so I biought him, that he might 
be senant to the king.” died she, “Thou didst wcIH’, and 
she chaipd him to seive the Pnnee with faithful service. As 
or ^ e ledoubled m kindness to the Castrate and 

appomte t le youth a liberal allowance and he abode going 'in to 
anc^ coming out of the king s house and standing in his service, 
and every day he w^axed better wath him. As for Shah Khatun, 
she used to station herself at watch for him at the wandow^s and 
m the balconies and gaze upon him, and she frying on coals of 
^ ‘'account, yet could she not speak. In such condition 
her ''hile and indeed }eaining for him was killing 

, so she stood and watched for him one day at the dooi of 



//» of ^ Suuitfoui Snal itnJ Af\ Sme 105 

hir i hn-nl'-T and hnn to her buwd him on the 

b’-cMhl and him on either cheek. At thi^ moment, behold, 

out tame the mn|ur*domo of thu household and 

her tmbr.inne: d)" \outh, started in annroment* Then he asked 
lo\\hom that rharnber beloneed and v.vs amavc’cd, To Shah 
Klntnn, nife (^f the lcin%^“ uhcrcuprm he tunuvj back, qn.tking 
as on*' bmrdtu by a Icvcn Isdt. The kii\^ 1 \\ him in a tremor 
and Svud to him, *• Out on thee! wliat 1 ^ the matter?*’ Said he, 
*‘0 l\ine:« inattu can be nime f^nevous tinn tint \\lnch 1 
Hjc: ’ A kul tlu What thou'” and the officer 

nn^v,cnd, “I sec that the \vnUh, uho came \\ilh the ]£unuch, 
was not bnundu with hiai m\c on accannl of Shah Khatun; for 
I pts'cil bm mw hy her chamber door, and she was standing', 
watrahie , arut uirm the \outli came up, iftc rose to him and 
tlippvd bam ,iu 1 ki''‘'ul liim on hn check,” W'licn the king 
In \rd this, he !>nwcd hi^ head amar tl, peiplc\ed, and sinking 
intoaf^at, clutchcvl at Ills bc'ird and '‘hook U till he came mgh 
up m plucking it out* Tlu n lu' aroM‘ foilluighl and laid hands 
on lhc%onth and rlapjvl hun in jaik he aUo tOv)k the Lunuch 
and ca't them b nh into a soutoiram tinier his palace. After 
this he went m to Shah Khatnn and said to her, ** Hrata, by 
Allah. O daughter ut nobles, O th >u wliom king** sought to wed, 
f<n the purity of ihy repute and the ketness of the fame of thee! 
How '-ec:nl\ i' th\ scmbhiuc! Now ma} All ih curse her 
wlvj'cinwaid contraneth her outward, after the likeness of tin 
bisc fa\Ovir. who^c e\lc:i is handsumc and its interior fulsome, 
ficc fair and deeds foul 1 Ycnly, 1 mean to make of thee and of 
\ under no’er-do-v ell an c\ample among the heges, foi that thou 
scntcsi not thine Hunuch but of intent on hi'^ iiccount, so that he 
took him ami bionght him into my palace and than Iiast 
tiampled** in> hcsul with Inm; and this is none other than ex¬ 
ceeding Isdlin-s; but thou shalt s* e what 1 will tlo W'lth }Ou 
all.” So si\ing, lie spat in her face and A\ent out from Ii^r; 
whilst Shah Khatim said nothing, well knowing that, an she 
’'.poke at that lime, lie would not credit her speech. Then she 
humbled herself in supplication to .\ilah Almighty and said, O 
(jod the Great, 1 hou knowcsl the things b\ secicc} ensealed and 
their outwards revealed and their inw.irds concealed] If an ad¬ 
vanced life-term be appointed to me, let it not be defened, and if 


1 ’’Pusii*-0 the ccrcmonv vnfjjarl} Lnlknl Poscliand by the 

lUito I'pNpnan*. •'the rtdtng out di’.ciplcs’ bicU l>} the Shavkh of 
the Sa’dn ah lHr\\n> ^ht.» (l^anc M L chapl \' \ ) vshtch took place for the last 
t»mc .It LaTU in iSSi, 



io6 


Suppkmuital P^ghis. 


a deferred one, let it not be advanced ! On this wise she passed 
some days, vhilst the king fell into bewilderment and forsware 
meat and drink and sleep, and abode knowing not what he 
should do and saying to himself, An I slay the Eunuch and the 
youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, 
seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart careth not to kill 
them all three. But I will not be hasty in doing them die, for 
that I fear repentance,” Then he left them, so he might look 
into the affair. Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose 
knees he had been reared, and she \\ as a woman of understanding 
and suspected him, yet dared not question him. So she went in 
to Shah Khatun and finding her in yet sadder plight than he, 
asked her what was to do; but she refused to ans\\ er. However, 
the nurse gave not over coaxmg and questioning her, till she 
swore her to concealment. Accordingly, the old woman made 
oath that sheA%ouId keep seciet all that she should sa\' to her, 
whereupon the Queen to her related hei history, first and last, 
and told her that the youth uas her son. With this the old 
woman prostrated herself befoie her and said lo her, “ This is a 
nght easy matter.” But the Queen replied, “ By Allah, O my 
mother, I prefer my destruction and that of my son to defending 
myself by a plea which they will not believe ; for they will say:— 
She pleadetli this only that she ma}' fend off shame from herself. 
And naught uall profit me save long-suffering.’* The old woman 
uas moved by her speech and her wdsdoin and said to her, 
Indeed, O ray daughter, 'tis as thou sa3’est, and I hope in 
Allah that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I 
will presently go in to the king and hear his Avords and machinate 
somewhat in this matter, Inshallah ! ’* Thereupon the ancient 
dame arose and going into the king, found him with his head 
between his knees in sore pain of sorrow\ She sat dowm b}" him 
awdiile and bespalce him with soft words and said to hiiii,^ 
Indeed, O my son, thou consumest my vitals, for that these 
many da^’s thou hast not nioimted horse, and thou gne\ est and 
I know not what aileth thee.” He lephed, my mother, all 
if yonder accursed, of W'hom I deemed so w^ell and who 

at one this and that.” Then he related to her the wdiole 
stor3^ from beginning to end, and she cried to him, “ This thy 
^agnn is on account of a no-better-than-she-should-be! ” 
Quot 1 e, I w as but considenng b}" what death I should slay 
em, so the foUc may take W'arning and repent.” And quoth 


CazoUe she conjures him “by the great Maichonarblatha 
barsourat (Miat xNa arba’at ashar Surat) = the 114 chapters of the Alcoran 
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^lu^ ‘*0 my?on» *\\\\ro prcciphance, for it gondoicth repentance 
ami the «;h>ingof them shall nm escape thee. When thou art 
arsurtil of this affair, do whatso thou wiliest/’ He rejoined, O 
in>- mother, llierc needeth no assurance anent him for whom she 
di spatched her Eunuch and he fetched liirn.*’ But she retorted, 
There is a thin^ wherewith we wail make her confess,^ and all 
that is in her lierut shall he discovered to thee.’’ Asked the 
line;, ** What is that ? ” and she answered, **I wall bring thee the 
heart of a hoopoe/A^hich, when she slccpclh, do thou lay upon 
her h'^torn and question her of everything thou w^ouldcst know*, 
and the will discover the same unto thee and show forth the 
trnth to thee/* The king lejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 
^MTri'^lon thou and let none know of thee/* So she aro^e and 
going in to th.e Queen, said to her, ** I have done thy business 
and *t 5 s as follows. This night the king will come in to thee 
and do llvni seem asleep; and if he ,\^k thoe of aught, do thou 
answer him as if in thy sleep.** The Queen thanked her 
and the old dame v;ent away and fetching the bird’s lieait, 
ga\e ii to the king. Hardly was the night come, when he 
went in to his wife and found her lying back, n-sluinbeiing; so 
he sat dtjwn by her Mde and lading the hoopoe’s heart on her 
breast, wvuted awhile, so he might bo assured that she slept. Then 
said he to her, “Shah Khatun/ Shah Khatun, is this my reward 
fiuni ihte?*’ Quoth she, “What ofTcnce have I committed?** 
and quoth he, “ What ofience can be greater than this ? Thou 
*'cnte''t after jondcr youth and broiightcst him hither, on account 
of the lust of thy heart, so thou inighlest do with him that for 
which tliou lustedst/’ Said she, “ I know’ not carnal desire. 
Verih, among th) pages arc thnsi who are comclier and seemlier 
than he; \ei ha\e 1 never desired one of them/’ He asked 
“ Why, then, didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him ? ” And 
she ansWTred, “Thisvouth is my son and a piece of my liver, 

X I have noit.I thvt Mo^Um Iva i*i not hillv *^ujvfiLl without such con¬ 
fers,on whdnhovr\cr tnu In ohfnntd In the hvainido 

* a Ihulhud, io tallel from Us Lr> " Hood ^ Hwl ^ It is the loit 
npijpx Hr /roJ from us supiwcd note rpij) or upup. the okl l*j;>piian 
Kulufi; UlIj Piilv’jdiadi andS>nac Kikuph.t (Boclnrt Hicrozoicon, part n. 
3j7) a*hc Spcinmnis call u Oallo tie Marro (March-Cock) from Us rtturntnj; 
in that mouh, and our oM vnltrs * hpv (Bent \n iS) 'Ihisfoul- 
fcodini? hjrd (itrives her hopours from tlnpi \\\u of the Koran (^r), the 
Hulhud hsna sharpI sv^acious enoinh to discover vattrunclcr- 
Ijroumi vlnch the (ItwUs to druv after she had marked the place b) her 
bill 

3 Here the \oratnc Va is dLMgnrdl> nmiU<J in jx>eiical fashion (re. 
Kl.ahli\\a^ m* fnemP) to show the ‘‘p^aker’ emotion See p 113 of 
Captam A Lockett**, learned and curious v ork the “ Mict \mir* (— JIurulred 
Keiiauens), CalcuUa, iSi.p 
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and of my lonjpng and affection for him, I could not contain 
myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him,” hen the king 
heard this, he ^Yas da/ed and amazed and said to her, “ Hast 
thou a pi oof that this }outh is th} sou ? Indeed, I hd\e a letter 
from thine uncle King Sulayman Shah, informing me that his 
uncle BahUn\an cut his throat.” Said she, “ Yes, he did indeed 
cut his throat, but severed not the uindpipe; so my uncle sewed 
up the wound and reared him, foi that his hfc-term was not 
come.” When the king he<ud this, he said, **This proof sufficeth 
me,” and rising forthnght in the mght, bade bring Uie youth and 
the Eunuch. Then he examined his step'^on’s throat r»ith a 
candle and saw the scar w here it had been cut from ear to ear, 
and indeed the place had healed up and it was like a tlire*id 
stretched out. Thereupon the king fell down prostrate before 
Allah, who had delivered the Prince from all these perils and 
from the distresses he had suffered, and rejoiced %\ith joy 
exceeding because he had delated and had not made haste to 
slay him, in uhich case mighty sore repentance had bchded hnn.^ 
“ As for the youth,” continued the young treasurer, “ he Mas not 
sa\ ed but because his life-term was deferred, and in like manner, 
O king, ’tis Mith me. I too have a deferred term, vvlncli I shall 
attain, and a penod which I shall accomplish, and I trust in 
Alinight) Allah that He will give me the victory ov^er these 
villain W'azirs.” hen the \outh had made an end of his 
speech, the king said, Restore him to the prison”; and when 
they had done this, he turned to the Ministers and said to them, 
“\onder }OUth lengtheneth his tongue upon you, but 1 know 
3'our tenderness for the weal of mine empire and your loyal 
counsel tome; so be of good heart, for all that ye advise me I 
wall do.” They rejoiced wdien they heard these words, and each 
of them said his say. Then quoth the king, “ I have not 
deferred his slaughtei but to the intent that the talk might be 
prolonged and that words might abound, vet shall he now' be 
slain without let or stay, and I desire that forthnght yc set up 
for him a gibbet without the towm and that the cner cry among 
the folk bidding them assemble and take him and carrv’ him in 
procession to the gibbet, with the cner endng before him and 
saving. This is the reward of him w'hom the king delighted to 
favour and who hath betrayed him!” The \\’azirs rejoiced 
when they heard this, and for their joy slept not that night; and 
they made proclamation in the city and set up the gallon's. 


I 1 he stor\ -teller introduces this 
preface to the deuoument 


Inst instance v.th considerab'^c art as a 
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slaughter also took to flight and plunging deep into the desert, 
knew not whither he ^vent before he found himself in a copse and 
there came out upon him a lion of terrible aspect, who snatched 
him up and cast him under him. Then he A\cnt up to a tree and 
uprooting It, covered the man thcrc^vithal and made off into the 
thicket, in quest of the lioness,’ As for the man, he committed 
his affair to Allah the Most High, relying upon Him for de- 
hverance, and said to himself, “ What is this affair ? ” Then he 
removed the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty 
of men’s bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He 
looked again and behold, he saw a heap of gold lying alongside a 
purse-beltwhereat he marvelled and gathenng up the gold in 
the breast of his gaberdine, w^ent forth of the copse and fled 
at hap-hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, 
in his fear of the lion; nor did he cease flying till he came 
to a Milage and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay 
there till the day appeared and he was rested from his travail, 
when he arose and burning the gold, entcied the village. Thus 
Allah gave him relief and he got the gold. Then said the king, 
“ How long wait thou beguile us, O youth, wdth tliy prate ^ But 
now the hour of thy slaughter is come.” So he bade crucify him 
upon the gibbet. But as they weie about to hoist him up, lo and 
behold! the Captain of the thieves, wdio had found him and 
reared him, came up at that moment and asked, “What be this 
assembly and the cause of the crow'ds here gathered together ? ” 
They informed him that a page of the king had committed a 
mighty great crime and that he w^as about to do him die ; so the 
Captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the 
pnsoner, knew^ him, w^hereupon he w'cnt up to him and strained 
him to his bosom and threw" his arms round his neck, and fell to 
kissing him upon his mouth.® Then said he, “ This is a boy I 
found under such a mountain, w rapped in a gowm of brocade, and 
I reared him and he fell to cutting the way wnth us. One day, 
we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and w’ounded 
some of us and took the lad and ganged their gait. From that 
day to this I have gone round about the lands seeking him, but 


1 *' Lib\\ah/' one of the multitudinous names for the king of 
be^ts, still used m SyuB, uhere the animal has been killed out. soon to be 
followsed by the bear (U S^rtaats) The author knows that lions axe most 
often found in couples 

2 Arab ** Himydn or Hamydn.*’ = a girdle 

3 As he would kiss a son I have never yet seen an Englishman endure 
these masculine kisses, formerly so common in France and ItaU, without 
showing clearest signs of his disgust. 
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h'KM^ lun found new^ of him till now, and this is lie/’ When 
the Idn^' heard this, he was assured that the }outh was hh very 
son: so he cned out nt the top of hisAoiccnnd casting hini^^elf 
upon him, embraced him and Kis^^cd him and shedding tears, 
^ ** Had 1 pul thee to death, as ^\as mine intent, I should 

have died of rcgr<‘t for thee.” Then he cut his piniond>onds and 
trdang his crown from his head, sot it on the head of his son, 
whereupon the people raised cries of joy* whilst the trumpets 
Idarcd and the hcltledrums beat and there befell a mighty great 
rejoicing. They decorated tlic city and it was a glorious day; 
even the birds staged their flight in the welkin, for the greatness 
»)f the grt‘f'tmg and the clamour of the erving. The army and 
th^ folk CAtrivd the prince to the palace hi splendid procession, 
and the news came to his mother Bahrjaur, who fared forth and 
threv hof'clf upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the 
ptV>naud iiring forth .\11 who wore thcicin, and they held high 
frtivai ^f^wn il.usand ^evon niizhts and rejoiced with a mighty 
reputing. Thus it hi tided the youth; but as regards the 
Mini^'lcrs. (error and silence, ‘•hamc and aOnght, foil upon them 
and theyg.nc themsohes up for lost. After this the king sal, 
w’ith ins 5on by ins side and the Warirs on their knees before 
him, and summoned his chief officers and the subjects of the 
cit\. Then (he prmcc turned to the Ministers and said to them, 
“ , (} villain \Va5^irs, the work of xMl.th and his speedy relief” 

But they answered ne’er a sellable and the king said, It 
sufficeth me that tlicre is nothing ali%c but rcjoiceth wdth me 
Ihi-<la), even to the birds in the sky, but ye, 3'our breasts arc 
str.diencd* Indeed, this is the greatest of hostility in you me- 
wards had 1 hearkened to }ou, my regret had been prolonged 
and I had died miserably of sorrow*.” Quoth the Prince, ‘*0 
my father, but for the fairness of tliy thought and thy pers- 
piVarity and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there 
had not betided thee this great joy. Iladst thou slain me in 
h.aste, repentance w*ould have been ‘^nre on thee and iongsomc 
annoy, and on this wise wdio^o preferreth haste bhall rue,” 
Presently the king sent for the Captain of the robbers and bade 
indue him with a robe of honour, commanding that all wdio loved 
the king should doff their dresses and cast them upon lum.' So 
there fell xobes of honour on him, till he was a-W'caried with 
their weight, and Azadbakht invested him wdth tlie mastership 


I A cheap way of row archnj; merit, not confined to Ha*?tern inonarclis, 
but practiced i)> all ccmtcinj>orary IZuropc 
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of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets 
by the side of the first and said to his son, Thou art innocent, 
and yet these Viliam Wa'/.irs stra\e for thy slaughter.*' Replied 
the prince, “ 0 my sire, I had no fault in their eyes but that I 
ivas a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy wealth 
and withdrew their hands from thy hoards and treasuries; where¬ 
fore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and 
planned to slay me.** Quoth the king, ” The time of retribution 
IS at hand, O my son ; but wdiat be thy rede %ve should do with 
them in requital of that they did with thee? And indeed they 
have striven for thy slaughter and exposed thee to disgiacc and 
smirched mine honour among the kings/* Then he turned to 
the Wazirs and said to them. **\Voe to 5on* What liars ye 
are! And is aught of excuse left to you ^ ** Said they, 0 king, 
there remainc-th no excuse for us and we are houghed* by the 
deed we ^YOuld have done to him. Indeed we planned evil to 
this youth and it hath rcveited upon us, and we plotted mischief 
against him and it hath overtaken us; j’ca, w e digged for him a 
pit and wc ourselves ha\e fallen into it.*’ So the king bade 
hoist up the Wazirs upon the gibbets and crucify them there, 
because Allah is just and decrccth that which is due. Then 
Azadbakht and his wife and sou abode in joyance and gladness, 
till there came to them the Destroyer of delights and they died 
all; and extolled be the Living One, wdio dicth not, to wdiom be 
glory and w’hose mercy be upon us for ever and ever ! Amen. 


JA’AFAR BIN YAHYA AND ABD AL-MALIK 
BIN SALIH THE ABBASIDE.’*^ 


It is told of Ja’afar bin Yahj’^a the Barmecide that he sat down 
one day to wune and, being minded to be private, sent for his 
boon-companions, with whom he w’as most familiar, and charged 
the chamberlain that he suffer none of the creatures of Almighty 
Allah to enter, save a man of his cup-mates, by name Abd al- 
Tvlahk bin Salih, w’ho w^as behindhand with them. Then they 
donned bnghtly-dyed dicsses," for it w^as their wont, as often as 




^ i-ender it helpless 

2 Bresl Edit , vol vn pp 251-4. night dK^ 
hVethp A ^ Moslem should dress for public occasions, 

thoush not, 

g asides, absolutely black, as sable would denote Jewry 
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they tn the inc-scancc, to endue raiment of red and yellow 
and irtccn mHc. and they sat down to dnnk, and the cups went 
round and the lutes thrilled and shrilled. Now there was a man 
of the hIn^folk of the Caliph 1 Inrun ahKashid, by name Abd 
al-Malik bin Salilri bin Ali i)ui Abdallah bin al-Abbas,^ who was 
gicat of (gravity and sedatcncss, piety and propriety, and Al- 
Rashid used instantly to rcfj[uirc th.it he «ihouId company him in 
convcise and caiou^c and drink with him and had offered him to 
such end abounding:; wealth, but he never w'ould. It fortuned 
tint this Abd abMahk bin Salih came to the door of Ja’afar bin 
Yal'ya, so he tnicjht bespeak him of certain requisitions of his, 
and the rhambcilain, doubting not but he was the Abd al-Malik 
bm Sahh aforc'vaid (wdiom J.iafai had pennitted him admit and 
that he ^hotild suffer none but him to Cnlei), allowed him to go in 
to hi' master. Accordingl} Abd al-Malik wont in, garbed in 
black, wdlh his Rusafiyah’ on lus head. When ja’afar saw him, 
tea'''>n was like to depart for shame and he understood the 
lo wii, that the chamlvcrlaiu had been dvreived by the likeness 
of the name; and Abd al-Mnhk .also perceived bow’ the matter 
sto'd and perplexity was manifest to him in Ja’nfar's face So he 
put on a cheer)' coutUcmmcc and said, “ No iiarm be upon you^ • 
Bnm:; us of these dyed clothes.'* Thereupon the\ broiiglit him 
a d)ed robe^ and he donned it and sat discoursing gaily with 


1 A V cMArtonn'oUhcf anil slalcsman, tiotc^l for pici) and au'^lcnty A 

fuPi.*** version of thn ntory, from xslv.ch I ha\c b'^rrowod certain 
in the Uto^;raphica! Djcnonar^ of Ihn Klnlhk.m (i 303-1) 
The i.ovcvcr. caU'; the first Mxl .il-Mahk *' Il>n PihrAn ’* (m the index 

Um H ih<iin). uhich somcv Int ‘'JKjiK the '■lory. •* Ihn Khallikan/* b)-thc-l)y, 
dex*\td f>^tpidar\\ from Khnlli ** (let fio), and Kana'‘ (it ^\as. enough), a 
f,v.o*:ntc ^ of the anihor, i\hich at la‘*d sijp>'r edeJ his reil name, 

Abti al'Mitus Ahmad He Is letter off than the companion nicknamed by 
Mnh mimed Abn Uora^rah »» Tather of the She litlcn (not the cat), .and \\ho 
in con ♦*<pienec has lobt bis true name and pe h^»rcc 

2 In Ibn KhaUiVan (1 303) he v^^ caUeU the ** Hashimitc," from his 
anc'^tor. lla^him ibn Ahl Manfif The Ha'dnmiles and Abhasidcs utre fine 
sjv i.jnv‘ns of me Moslem ''Pharisee,'* as he is knov.n to Chnstian*;, not the 
noble Pnntvhi of authentic hislor>\ 

3 M< I'ln.q a cap. hut of uhat shape v e iRnorc Ibn Khalhkan aftcn%ards 
calls it a *• Kal uisua/' a word still applied to a mitre wont bj Chnsuan 
prn Sts 

^ \rab *' lA baas/* ctjuit.alenl in conversation to our “No matter/’ and 
** All n>dii *• 

5 As a mcml>cr of the rt ieninfj famil). he wore black clothes, that liemg 
ihccijx.cial colour of the Abliasulcs, adopted hj them in opposition to the 
rival d)nasi\ of the Ommiadcs, whose family colour was white, that of the 
ratimitcs Ixanj' green. Ihc Moslems l>orrowLd their sacred green, “the hue 
of the Pure/' from the old Kahalheans, and the other primitive colours from 
the unts of the captains who were thus distingnisliod Hence also amongst 
the Turls .and T.artars, the M’hite Horde and the Black Horde, 
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Ja’afar and jesting with him. Then said he, ** Allow us to be a 
partaker m your pleasures, and give us to drink of your Nabiz.^” 
So they bi ought him a silken robe and poured him out a pint, 
when he said, “ We crave your indulgence, for wc have no wont 
of this,” Accordingly Ja’afar ordered a flagon of Nabiz be set 
before him, that he might drink whatso he pleased. Then, 
havmg anointed himself with perfumes, he chatted and jested wth 
them till Ja’afar’s bosom broadened and his constraint ceased 
from hmr and his shame, and he rejoiced in tliis with joy 
exceeding and asked Abd al-Mahk, “What is thine errand? 
Inform me thereof, for I cannot sufficiently aclcnou ledge thy 
courtesy.” Answered the other, “ I come (amend thee Allah!) 
on three requirements, of which I would have thee bespeak 
the Caliph; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount 
of a thousand thousand dirhams,“ which I \\ould have paid: 
secondly, I desire for my son the office of Wali or govemoi 
of a province,® whereby his rank may be laised: and tlnrdly, 
1 w’ould fain have thee marry him to Al-’Ahyah, the daughter 
of the Commander of the Faithful, for that she is his cousin and 
he IS a match for her.” Ja*afar said, “ Allah accomphsheth 
unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall be 
earned to thy house this very hour ; as for the government, 
I make thy son Viceroy of Eg}^pt; and as for the marriage, 
1 give him to mate Such-an-one, the daughter of our lord the 
Prince of True Behevers, at a dow'r}^ of such and such a sum. 
So depart in the assurance of Allah Almighty,” Accordingly 
Abd al-T^Iahk went away much astonished at Ja’afar’s boldness 
in undertaking such engagements. He fared straight for his 
house, whither he found that the money had pieceded him, and 
on the morrow Ja’afar presented himself before Al-Rashid and 

passed, and that he had appointed 
Abd al-Malffi’s son Wall of Eg}^pt* and had promised him his 
aug ter, Al- Ahyah to w^ife. The Caliph w'as pleased to approve 
o s, and he confirmed the appointment and the marriage, 
^en le sent for the young man and he went not forth of the 


Ibn 


Ivhaldto’conrends thafiribn'lSu^^^^ date-^Mne or gTape-^Mne 

2 »= /S'? non Thn T'K n it here means tiie former - 

dmhams or^i:9o.ooo4E:^^^o^^ 

borne ove?L?h2id^^^^ occurs the equivalent phrase, *' That a standard be 

with"^ the Cah^^ such^nrncifJa*afar presumed upon his favour 
ausicte tntngaut hunsGli^io . soon be reported (perhaps by the 

hkelj toendm uSestruclmn^°^ the^foundation of ilWiU 
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ptiacc of the Caliphate till Al-Kashtd Avrote him the patent of 
nuebtitiire with the Rovcmmcul of Hgypt; and he let bring the 
Kazis and flic witncsbcs and drew up the contract of marriage. 


AL-KASHID AND THE BARMECIDES.’ 

It i*: said that the mest Avondroiis of matters which happened to 
Ai-K:iehid v,a<; (his. Mis brother Al-IIadi,^ uhen he succeeded 
to tlie Caliphate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, ^\lnch had 
belonged to his father Abl^fahdi,* and i? rcMchcd him that Ab 
Kashid had taken it. So he lequircd U of him, but he refused to 
give it up, and AMIadi insbtcd upon him, )et he still denied the 
scal-xingof the Caliphrilo. Now this was on Tigris-briclgc, and he 
thiuw the nng into the river.^ When Abiladi died and AJ- 
Rashid succeeded to the Cahpliatc, he went in person to that 
ver>' place v,ith a scabiing of lead, v;hich he cast into the stream 
at the same stead, and bade the divers seek it. So tlic duckers 
did ins bidding and brought up the first ring, and this %\as 
counted an omen of AM^ashid’s good fortune and of the con- 
timnnee of his reign/ When AbRashid came to the throne, 


1 BrrsI Kdu , \ol \n pp 25S 60. nij:^ht dI\Mi 

2 l^cnirih AhbTMdc. A D ’^ol iv ccc\cu. He a fanta*?tic 

tyrant vas iKfnt upon promotin;: to iht. Cibph Uc hi> oun son, J t'afar. he 
cast Uarnn into prkon and wouM proKi!>U h ucslam him but for tlie :nttri.cn- 
(nii of the Tuotb' •* of the two brothers, Kha}ra’’.in, widow of AbMahdi, and 
Y,nh>a the HarrrvrK’e 

3 ihud Abbiude. AD 7;5'7S5, \ol v. night dexet , \o! \ii mght 
dcccch^^v 

.i Thh rembuh ns of the Bir .Mdvhatim (Wdl of the Sjcnct) at Ab 
Madinab ; in which Caliph OMiian during his sixth >car dropj>cd from 
hu finger the *uher ring l>elon;dng to the founder of AMslam, cagra\cd in 
tiirce imes with *’ Mobimrnf d J Apostle fof) j AlJxh ( ** It had ser\cd to 
Sign the lcltt.rs vent to neighbouring ling's and liad descended to tlie first 
three suecc sors (rdgnmage, it 219) aiolummcd owntd three scal-nngs, 
the / olden one he dc^trosed himself, and the third* which was of camehan. 
was buried with other objects by his heirs The late Subhi P.asha used to 
dteWre that the latter had l>cen brought to him with early Moslem coins by 
an Anib, and when he died he left it to tlie Sultan 

5 M r Pa) ne quotes Al-Tabari's version of this anecdote ** IIl-Mcluh had 
prc'enlcd his ’.on Haroun with a rub> ring, worth a hundred thousand dinars, 
and the latter being one clay with his brother [the then reigning KhahfJ, El 
Iladinav the nng on his finger and desired it. So, x\hcn llaroun went out 
from him. he sent after him, to «^cek the nng of him The Khalif’s messenger 
oacrlook Er Kcshid on the bridge over the Tigris and accpiamted him with 
Ills errand. whereupon the pnnee, enraged at the denrand, pulled off the nng 
and threw' it into the nver. When El Hadi died and Er Kcrind succeeded to 
the throne, he went with lus suite to the bridge in question and bade his Vizier 

a 2 
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he invested Ja’afar bin Yahya bin Kbahd abBarmaki^ ^^lth the 
\Yazirate. Now Ja’afar was eminently noted for generosity 
and munificence, and the histones of him to this purport are 
renowned and ha\e been documented. None of the Wazirs 
rose to the rank and favour thereto he attained with Al- 
Rashid, ^^ho was wont to call him brother^ and used to c^rry 
him vith him into his house. The period of liis Y'azirate 
was nineteen^ years, and Yahya one day said to his son Ja’afar, 
“O my son, as long as thy reed tremblcth,* water it vith kind¬ 
ness.” !Men differ concerning the reason of Ja’afar s slaughter, 
but the better opinion is as follows AI-Rashid could not bear 
to be parted from Ja’afar nor from his own sister ’Abbasah, 
daughter of Al-I^Iahdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest 
woman of her day, so he said to Ja’afar, ** I ^Mll marry thee 
to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou 
shalt not touch her.” After this time the twain used to be 
present in Al-Rashid s sitting chamber, Nou the Caliph would 
^et up by times and leave the chamber, and they being filled wth 
wme as v ell as being young, Ja’afar would nse to her and know 
her carnally.® She conceived by him and bare a handsome boy; 
and, fearing Al-Rashid, she despatched the new-born child by one 
of her confidants to Meccah the :Magniried (^lay Allah Almighty 
greaten it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and 
magnification!). The affair abode concealed till there befell a 
brabble beU\cen Abbasah and one of her hand-maidcns where¬ 
upon the sla\ e-girl discovered the affair of tlie child to Al-Rashid 
and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Caliph 


Jvhalid send for di\crs and cause them maVe search for the nng 
had then been five months in the water and no one bdie\ed it would be 
Howe\er the din ers plunged into the rher and found the ring m the 
\en place where he had thrown it m. whereat Haroun rejoiced with an e\ceed- 
mg joy regarding it as a presage of fair fortune 

Al-Kashid made Yah>a, father of fa’afar. his 
for ^p\pntAPn T Vs.® Ja’afar, acted as his lieutenants 

A D Thp ft, ^ ^ destruction of the Barmecides m 

of the house quotes J a afar because he was the most famous 

nas usuMh^aricfr«Lrt“<'^r ^ lister But the endearing name 

foster-brother ^ Jaafars elder brother Fazl, who was the Cahph's 

main ^ateraent^^^^^ these minor inaccuracies tend to invalidate the 

sa\in'^*^narenHt^ raean ** Ihundereth ** The dark 

stren|the^ thjself 'whilst thou art in power and thereby 

quotesaslaine made the first ad\ances, and Bin Abu Hajilah 

s i. ^ ^ amorouslj addresses her spouse See B’Herbelot. 
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pilfrnmnged, he sent one who brought him the boy and found the 
matter true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides whatso 
bcfclh^ 


I BN AL.SAIMMAK AND AL-RASHID.= 

It is related that Ibn abSammak® \vcnt in one day to Al-R.ishid, 
and the Cnhph, being athnst, called for dnnk. So his cup \vas 
brought him, and when he took it, Jbn abSammak said to him, 
** Softly, O Prince of True Believers! An thou W'crt denied this 
draught, with how* inucii wouldst thou buy it?*’ He replied, 
With the half of my leign ^*; and Ibn nbSammak said, “ Dnnk 
and Allah make it grateful to thee! ** Then, w hen he had drunken, 
he asked him, An thou wert denied tiic issuing forth of the 
draught from thy body, with what w’ouldsl thou buy Us i'^suc ^ ** 
Answered AbKashid, “With the whole of my reign”; and Ihn 
nbSannnak siid, O Coinmnndei of the Fnillifnl, verih, a realm 
that wiigheth not in the balance against a draught of water or 
a \ui(lii)g of unne is not worth the striving for/’ And Harua 
wept. 


AL-:\IAAMUN AND ZUBAYDAIV 

It is said that AbMaamun* came one day upon Zuba3’dah, 


1 The talc teller pa*i*>es with a very h|»ht hand oxer the horrors of a 
ma'.^‘'icre which itrrTied and scandahsal the then civili^^cd world, and which 

haunt Moslem hraory. The Cahph, like the king, can do no wrong, and, 
as Virerfgent of Allah uiy)n Karth, what would be deadly enme and moital 
sm m otlurs Ixcoaics in his case an ordinance from abaxe 1 hese actions arc 
ruperhuman events and fatal which man must not judge nor feel anx ‘•tntimont 
conctrning them save one of mvstenous re.jxcct For the slaugliler of the 
Barm(C’dc% «< eni> Terminal Fs^^a), xol xni 

2 Brcsl Fdit, xo! vd pp 2rx>-i, night dixxni 

3 Ibn al-Sarnmfih {Son of the fisherman or fishmonger), whose name was 
Abu al-\id)'is Mohammed bin Snbih, stirnamcd Al-Markur (Ibn al-Alhir says 
Al'MuraHar;, x»as a native of Kufah (where he died in A 11 183=:7^19 Soo), a 
preacher and profo ^Monal tale-teller fam( d as a si) list and a man "of piety, 
Al-bivuti (p C92) nlatcs of him that when honoured by the Cahph with 
coiirttous reception he said to him, *' Uiy humiht) in thy greatness is nobler 
than th) greatnc-»s” He is Inown to fiaxe been the onl) thcologician w'ho, 
/r (JihfJid, promred Al-Hashid a place in Paradise 

^ Bred Fdit , xol vu pp. 2O1-2, night dlxvhi 

5 Scxcntli \bbisidc. A H 198-227=8x3-812 Sec xol Jii night ccKviv. 
He w'as a faxoiintt with his father, who pcrsonall) taught him tradition, but 
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mother of Al-Amin,' and saw her moving her Hps and muttering 
somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, “ O mother mine,^ 
art thou cursing me because I slew thy son and spoiled him of 
his realm ? Said she, ** Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the 
Faithful ^ and quoth he, “ What then was it thou saidst ? ” 
Quoth she, ” Let the Piincc of True Believers excuse me.*’ 
But he was urgent with her, saying, There is no help but 
that thou tell it.” And she replied, ‘‘ I said, Allah confound 
importunity ! ” He asked, “ How so ? ** and she answered, 
“ I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful, 
Harun al-Rashid, and he imposed on me the condition of forfeits.^ 
He won and made me dolT my dress and walk round about the 
palace, stark naked; so I did this, and I felt incensed against 
him. Then we fell again to playing and I won ; whereat I made 
him go to the kitchen and lie with the foulest and fulsomest wench 
of the wenches thereof; but I found not a slave-girl fouler 
and filthier than thy mother®; so I bade him tumble her. He 
did my bidding and she conceived by him of thee, and thus was 
I the cause of the slaying of my son and the spoiling him of 
his realm.” When Al-Maamun heard this, he turned away, 
sa3’ing, ** Allah curse the importunate! ” that is, himself, who 
had importuned her till she acquainted him with that affair. 


he offended the Faithful by asserting the creation of the Koran, by his leaning 
to Shi all doctrine, and b} changing the black garments of the Banu Abbas 
^mto green He died of a chill at Budandun, a da\’s march from Tarsus, where 
Fodendon=: 7 roSa TctVctr— stretch out th} feet, see 

Jvl-Siyuti, pp 32G-27 

TT/. ^ ^'^hbaside, A p 809-13, Scciol. iv nights ccCxcii and ccccwm 
Abbaside blood on the father’s side and his mother Zuba> dah’s 
But he was unhappy m his Wazir Al-Fazl bin RabV, the intriguer against 
^^rangcd him from his brotlicrs Al-Kdslm and Al- 
he was slam by a party of Persians, “who struck him 
his head to through the nape of Ins neck and went \uth 

Lrden wnU aUHusajn, general to Al-Maamun, who set it upon a 

llohlmmeruu^^ proclamation, This is the head of the deposed 

SSrthaf“'i’ PP 306.311 It Nvas remarked by Moslem 
this Mohammf'd n? fAbbaside met wuth a \ lolent death the first was 
sfxth wts ®"',"a“cdAl-Makhlu'=Tho Deposed; the second 

chant and th°sLrp^rs''"Tfn?ghtd^^^^^ Sandal-nood Mer- 

sla\e-concubiiie°nampd'v'’^'^V'^v?''^' 3i8) Mho says that his mother was a 
text aS^s to be Tbit oS The tale m the 

of the Caliph's complkion^ scandal, probably suggested by the darkness 
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AL-NU’UMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE 
BANU TAY.^ 

It f«5 pnu! thnt AUNu’umrin’ had two boon-companions, one of 
whom \\as h?i,du Ibn Sa^a{i and the other Aniru bin abMahk, and 
he became one night drunken and bade bury them ahve; so they 
buried them. \\ hen he arose on the morrow, he asked for them 
and was acquainted with their affair, whereupon he built over 
them a budding and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a 
day of good fortune. If any met him on his unlucky day, he slew 
him and with his blood he WMshed that monument, which is a 
place w*ell knowm in Kufah; and if any met him on his day of 
good fortune he enriched him. Now* there accosted him once, on 
his day of ilbomcn, an Arab of the Banu Tay,® and Al-Nu’uman 
w'ould have done him dead; but the Arab said, Allah quicken 
the king 1 I have two little girls and hn^c made none guardian 
o\er them ; wherefore, an the Jung pee fit to grant me leave to go 
to them, I wail g!\e him the co\enanl of Allah* that I wall return 
to him, as soon ns I shall have appointed unto them a guardian.*’ 
AbNu’uman had ruth on him and said to him, ** An a man will 
be surety for thee of those who arc with us, I will let thee go, and 
if thou return not I wall slay him/* Now there was with AI- 
Nuhimnn his Wa^ir Sharik bin Amru: so the Tai® looked at him 
and said:— 

IIo thou, Shadl, O Amru son, is there fro’ Death repair ? •» 0 brother 
to men biotlwrU^*-, brother of ail in cure! 

O brother of AI Nu’umnii an old man this day spare, * An old man 
slain and Allah deign fair niceil for thee prepare I 

Quoth Sinrik, ** On me be his w*arianty, Allah assain the 
Idng ^ So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him 
for his returning. Now" wdien the appointed day arrived, Al- 
Nu’uman sent for Shank and said to him, “Verily the high noon 
of this d.ty IS past**; and Sharik answered, “The king hath no 


1 Brr^l n<ht»xoI \iti pp 226 9, nights ddtd 

2 King of the Arab langdom of Hirah, for whom ^cc\o! W night ccchxxv. 
Tills ancient villam rard) apj>ear3 in such favourable form when tales arc told 


tnl>c of the clucftam and poet, Hittim T.^i, for whom see\ol ill. 

night cclxijc 

I If, I will mat c a ro\cnant with him Ixifore the Lord Here the word 
•* Allah " is introduced among the Arabs of Ihe Ignorance. 

5 iff The man of the tribe of Tay. 
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procedure against me till it be eventide.’* Whcnas evened the 
evening, there appeared one afar off and Al-Nu’uman fell to 
loohing upon him and on Shank who said to him, ** Thou hast 
no nght over me till yonder person come, for haply he is my man.” 
As he spal<e, up came the Tai in haste and Al-Nu*imian said, 
‘‘ By Allah, never saw I any more generous than you two * I 
know not which of you be the nobler, whether this one who 
became warrant for lliee in death-risk or thou who returnest to 
thy slaughter.” Then quoth he to Shank, “Whatdrave thee 
to become arrant for him, knowing the while that it was 
death?” and quoth he, “ I did this lest it be said, Generosity 
hath departed from Wanrs.” Then AbNu’iiman asked the Tdi, 
And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein 
was death and thine own destruction ? ” and the Arab answered, 
“ I did this lest it be said, Fidelity hath departed from the folk; 
for such thing would be a shame to mine issue and to my tnbe.” 
And Al-Nu’uman cried, ** By Allah, I vill be the third of you, 
lest it be said, Ivlercy hath depaited from the kings.” So he 
pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-luck; whereupon 
the Arab began to say:— 

A many urged me that I false my faith, - But I refused whatso the 
\\ ights could plead , 

For Fm a man in \Nhom Faith dwells for aye, And ever>’ true man’s 
^\ord IS pledge of deed. 

Quoth Al-Nu’uman, “ What prompted thee to keep faith, the 
case being as thou sayest ? ” Quoth he, “ O king, it was my 
religion.” Al-Nu’uman asked, “ What is thy religion ^ ” and 
he answered, “ The Nazarene * ” The king said, “ Expound 
it to me.” So the Tai expounded it to him and Al-Nu’uman 
became a Christian.' 


FIRUZ AND HIS WIFE, 


They relate that a certain king sat one day on the terrace-roof of 
his palace, solacing himself with the \dew, and presently, his 
wandering glances espied, on a house-top over against his palace, 


N.ghts^ s“e'fol®\ 7 n 5 hf ccc°cv 

Firuz fthf ..?P ^ 73 - 8 , nights ddxxv-vi In S>ria and Eg)pt 

Favn'ir Tho t ictonous, triumphant, is usually pronounced 



121 


Fititz and his 

a ^\nman seer nc\cr saw her like. So he turned to tho<;e present 
and asked them, ** To whom behm/^eth \ondor house ? when they 
«nnswcrod, **To tliy servant Fmu, and that is Ins spoused* So he 
wont down (and indeed pnssJon had made hnn dnmken as tWth 
\vinc, and he was deeply in lo\e of her), and calling Firiw, said to 
him, ** Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring 
me the reply/’ biruz took the letter and going to his house, laid 
it undt* Ins head and passed tliat night; and when the morning 
mojrowed, he farcwelled his wifcand fared for that ciU, unknowing 
what tns som.iu purposed against him. As for the king, he arose 
in haste after the husband had set out and repairing to the house 
of I'ini/ m disguise, knocked at the entrance. Quoth Firu/’s 
wife, ** Who’s at the door?” and quoth he, saving, I am the 
king, thy husband’s masler,” So she opened ami he entered 
and sat down, sa>ing, •* We arc come to visit thee.” She cried, 
“ 1 seek refuge* from this visitation, for indeed I deern not wxdl 
of it ”; but the king said, ** O desire of hearts, I am thy 
husband’s master and metiunks thou knowest me not.” She 
replifd, Nay, I Irnow thee, O my lord and master, and I wot 
thy purpose and whatso thou wantest and that tliou art my 
liusband’s lord. I understand wdiat thou w'lshcst, and indeed 
the poet iiath forestalled thee in his saving of the verses referring 
to thy ease :— 

Ko\\ will I leave >our water-way untrod; ^ For many tieading that 
same way I see: 

When fall the clustering flics upon the food, ■? I rai«c my Iiand 
wlntekr my hunger be; 

And lions eke avoid the v/alcr-\vay 4* When dogs to lap at fountain- 
side arc free. 

Then said she, “ O king, comest thou to a w'ateiing-placc 
whereat thy dog hath drunk and wilt thou drink thereof?” 
The king A\a 5 abashed at her and at her wxrds and fared forth 
from her but forgot liis sandal in tlic house. Such w^as his 
ease; but as reg*irds Firuz, when he went forth from Ins liouse, 
he sought the letter, but found it not in pouch ; so he returned 
home. Now* Ins return fell in wdth the king’s going forth and 
he came upon the sandal in his house, w’hercat his wdt wms 
vrildcred and lie knew that the king had not sent him awMy 
save for a device of liis owm. Howxver, he kept silence and 
spake not a word, but, taking the letter, wxnt on his mission 
and accomplished it and returned to the king, wdio gave him 


I I f , I ‘^cek refuge with Allaii God forfend. 
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an hundred dinars. So Firuz betook himself to the bazar and 
bought what bescemeth women of goodly gifts and returning 
to his saluted her and gave her all he had purchased, and 
said to her, “ Arise and hie thee to thy father’s home*” ^ Asked 
she, “Wherefore?” and he ansnered, “Verily, the king hath 
been bountiful to me and I would have thee make this public, 
so thy father may joy in that which he seeth upon thee.” She 
rejoined “ With love and gladness,” and arising forthwith, betook 
herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming 
and in that nhich he saw upon her; and she abode with him 
a month’s space, and her husband made no mention of her. 
Then came her brother to him and said, “ 0 Faruz, an thou wilt 
not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy %vife, 
come and plead with us before the king.” Quoth he, “ If ye will 
have me plead wdth you, I will e’en plead,” So they went to 
the king and found the Kazi sitting with him ; whereupon the 
damsel’s brother began, “Allah assist our lord the Kazi! I let 
this man on hire a flower-garden, high-walled, with a well well- 
conditioned and trees fruit-laden; but he beat down its walls and 
ruined its well and ate Us fruits, and now he desireth to return it 
to me.” The Kazi turned to Finiz and asked him, “ What sayest 
thou, 0 youth ? ” when he answered, “ Indeed, I delivered him 
the garden in better case than it was before.” So the Kazi said 
to the brother, “ Hath he delivered to thee the garden, as he 
avoucheth ? ” And the pleader replied, “ No; but I desire to 
question him of the reason of his returning it,” Quoth the Kazi,, 
“ What sayest thou, O youth ? ” And quoth Finiz, “I returned it 
willy nilly, because I entered it one day and sa^v the trail of the 
lion ; so I feared lest an I entered it again, the lion should devour 
me. herefore that which I did, I did of reverence to him and 
for fear of him.” Now the king was leaning back upon the 
cushion, and when he heard the young man’s words, he com¬ 
prehended the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, “Return to 
thy flower-garden in ah ease of heart; for, by Allali, never saw I 
the like of thy garth nor stronger of guard than its walls over its 
trees i ” So Firuz returned to his wife, and the Kazi knew not 
t e truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that 
assembly, save the king and the husband and the wife’s brother. 
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KIN'G SHAH RAKHT AND HIS WA2IR 
AL.RAHWAN-' 

Tn»*v relate that there once, in dr\\s of yore nnd in bygone 
nnd tiin< ’> lonicr enne before, a King of the Kings of the lime, 
Shah IKiKht bight, wlio }nd troops and servants nnd guntds in 
hest*^ nnd n WnrJr called AbRahw.in, who nns learned, under- 
stanrhngf a loyal coun'^ellor and a cheerful acceptor of the 
commandments of Almighty Allah, to whom belong Honour and 
Glory. The Kmg committed to this Minister the aHatrs of his 
kingdom and his lieges nnd spnKe according to his wotd, and in 
this way he abode a long space of time. Now this Wnrir had 
many fees, who envied his position and sought to do him harm, 
but thereunto found no way and the Lord, in Ilis immemorial 
foredenowdedge and IHs fore-ordinance decreed tint the King 
dreamt that (ho ^^Ini‘^tct Al-Kahwan gave lum a fruit from olT 
a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, startled nnd troubled, 
and winn the WnrJr hnd presented himself before him and had 
retired and the King was alone with those in wdioin he trusted, he 
rcKatod to them his vniun and thcynd\ised him to send for the 
astrologers and interpreters and commended to him a Sage, 
avhose skill and wisdom they attested. Accordingly the king 
bade him be t>rought and entreated him with honour and made 
him draw near to himself. Now Iheie had been in private inter¬ 
course with that Sage n compan} of the Wazir's enemies, wdio 
besought him to slander the Minister to the king and counsel 
him to do him desad, in view' of wdial they promised him of much 
Wfsillh, and he made agreement with them on this and acquainted 
tile I'lng lliat the Minisiei would slay him wuthin the coming 
month and bade bun hasten to put him to death, cl'^e would he 
smvh be Idled. Puscntly, the Wazir entered and the king 
signed to him to clear the place. So he signed to those who 
were present to withdniw, and they withdrew ; wdicreupon quoth 
the king to him, ** Ilowdecmcst thou, O Minister of loyal counsel 

I nrtsl JTdit.xnl xl pp 8 p 3 iS, nightD dcccKxv-dccccvxx Here agam 
the nanus .me tVrsian, ‘'howing the pio\onance of the tale, Shah 13aUit 
is icing Luck and ICahwiin is a corruption of Kahb^n — one who keeps the 
(right) ww; , or it may be Kuhbin the Pious ^^r. W. A Clouston draws 
my at tent ion to the fact that this tale is of the Smdibad {Seven isc Masters^ 
CNck'aud dial he finds remotely allied to it n Siamcbo collection, entitled 
Nontlmk i^ataranam in which Princess Kankras, to save the life of her father, 
relates eight \ or ninti> talcs to the king of Patahput (Paiibothra) 



124 Sujhpkmaital Ntshts. 

in all manner of contrivance, concerning a vision I have seen in 
my sleep ? ** ** What is it, O king ? ” asked the \yazir, and Shah 
Bakht related to him his dream, adding, “ And indeed the Sage 
interpreted it to me and said to me:—An thou do not the Wazir 
dead A\ithin a month, assuredly he will slay thee. Now to put the 
like of thee to death, I am loath exceedingly, yet to leave thee on 
hfe do I sorely fear. How then dost thou advise me act in this 
affair ^ The Wa 7 ar bowed his head earthwards awhile, then 
raised it and said, Allah prosper the king! Venly, it availclh 
not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my 
counsel is that thou hasten to put me out of the world/' When 
the king heard his speech and dove into the depths of his meaning, 
he turned to him and said, ** 'Tis grievous to me, O Wa^.ir of good 
rede" , and he told hmi that the other sages had attested the wit 
and wisdom of the astrophik Now hearing these u ords xVl-Rahwan 
sighed and knew that the king vent in fear of him ; but he showed 
him fortitude and said to him, iVllah assain the sovran ! IMy rede 
is that the king carry out his commandment and his decree be 
dight, for that needs must death be and His fainer to me that I 
die oppressed, than that I die an oppressor. But, an the king 
judge proper to postpone the putting of me to death til! the 
morrow and will pass this night with me and fareAveU me uhenas 
the morning cometh, the king shall do whatso he willeth." Then 
he wept till he wetted his gray hairs and the king was moved to^ 
ruth for him and granted him that which he craved and vouch¬ 
safed him a respite for that night/ 

(E5c fw&t JDiciH of tl)t 

When it was eventide, the king caused clear his sitting chamber 
and summoned the Wazir, who presented himself and making 
his obeisance to the king, kissed ground before him and related 
to him 


THE TALE OF THE MAN OF KHORASAN, HIS SON 
AND HIS TUTOR. 


There r\as once a roan of Khorasan and he had a son, rvhose 
moral weal he ardently wished; but the young'man sought to be 
alone and far from the eye of his father, so he might give liimself 


r So far this %\ork resembles the Bakhtiydr-ndmeh. in tthich the ten 
death of the hero who relates tales and instances to 
the ^\a^nlng him against the e\ils of precipitation 
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up to plcn^un'm; nnd plens^nnce. Accordingly he sought of his sire 
Jen\c to mahe the pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah and to 
\Wii the torn!) of the Prophet (\Uiom Allah save and assain}). 
Kov, betv.cen them and Mccrah \\ns a journey of five hundred 
paja<ings; but hi^^ father could not conlrarj* "him, for that the 
Holy Liu had made pdgriinngo* incumbent on him and because 
of that which he hoped for him of impro\ement. So he joined 
unto him a tutor, in whom he tnr.ted, and gave him much money 
and took ]v^\c‘ of him. The son se^ out with his governor on the 
hnl} piigTimag»\’^ and abode on the like wise, spending freely and 
using not thrifts Also there w'as in his neighbouihood a poor 
man. who had a s!a\c girl of passing beauty and grace, and the 
youth conceived a doire for her and Miffcrcd sore cark and care 
for the lo\c of her .and her loveliness, so tint he was hkc to 
ptriUi for pa^'^ton ; and she also kned him with a love yet 
greater tlnn his love for her. Arcorclincly, the dam^s'cl summoned 
an ok: woman wiio u*>ed to her and acquainted her with her 
ca^e, “An I foregather not with him, I slnll dic.^’ The 

rtoTic promred her that slit would do her best to bring her to 
her di ^'re; ^0 she vt iled Jicmlf and repairing to the }oung man, 
saluteJ him wdth the salarn and acquainted him with the girFs 
cn^e, saving, “ Her master is a greedy wight; so do thou invite 
him and lure him with lucte, and he wall sell thee the hand- 
m uden/* Accordmgl}. he made a banquet, and standing in the 
m.in’s way, invited him^ and brought him to Ins liousc, Avherc 
tlicy sal dow n and ate and drank and abode in talk. Presently, 
tin* yotmg nnn said to tlic other, “ I hear thou hast with thee a 
slave-guk whom thou dcsircst to sell”; but he said, “By Allah, 
O in\ lord, r have no mind to sell her! ” Ouoth the youth, “I 
Jiavc heard that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give 
due si^ hundred over and abov'c that sum”; and quoth the 
other, “ I sell hci to thee at that price.” So they fetched 
notaries who wrote out the contract of sile, and the v’oung man 
weighed to the girks master half the purchase money, saying, 
“Let licr be will) thee till I coinpiele to thee the rest of the price 


t One piL’Hmncc (Jlnjira nklslnm) is commnncled to nil Moslems For 
its condition' ‘.ee Ihc Nr.:bis, \ol i\ t\\pM cccc\ln 

2 ArM) al*Sh 1 rH ** For the cvjKnscs of the process see m) 

3 ’il^runu’e. ni 12 As in all '^Hob Idaccs/* from Feme to Benares, the 
Miincnn sttarch of *^aUation is hopelessly taken in and tlccccd by the »‘sons 
of the sacred cities 

3 Here a •>tran;;er in\it<s a Hue'll at once accepts the nuitation , 
such IS the freedom between Moslems at Mcccah and Al-Madmah, especially 
during pilgnmageuime 
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and take my hand-maid/* The owner consented to this and took 
of him a wilt ten bond for the rest of the money, and the girl 
abode with her master, on deposit.' As for the youth, he gave 
his goveiuor a thousand dirhams and sent him to his sire, to 
fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the hand- 
maid’s price, saying to him, ** Be not long away.” But the 
tutor said in his mind, “ How shall I fare to his father and say 
to him, Thy son hath wasted thy money and made love with 
it« ^ With what eyes shall I look on him and, indeed, 1 am he 
m whom he confided and to whom he hntli entrusted his son ? 
Verily, this were ill rede. Nay, I will faio on vith this 
piignmage-caravan® m despite of my fool of a youth; and when 
he IS weary of waiting, he will demand back his money and 
return to his father, and 1 shall be quit of travail and trouble.” 
So he went on with the pilgiimage-caravan* and look up his 
abode there.^ iMeanwhile, the youth tairied expecting his tutor’s 
return, but he returned not, wherefore concern and chagrin 
grew upon him because of his mistress, and his yearning for her 
redoubled and he was like to kill himself. She became awaxe of 
this and sent liiiii a messenger, bidding him visit her. Accordingly 
he went to her, and she questioned him of the case; when he 
told her vhat was to do of the matter of his tutor, and she said 
to him, “With me is longing the like of that Avhich is with thee, 
and I doubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath 
slain him; but I wall give thee all my jew^ellery and niy dresses, 
and do thou sell them and weigh out the rest of my price, and 
w^e will go, I and thou, to thy sire.” So she handed to him all 
she had and he sold it and paid the rest of her pnee , after 
Avhich there remained to him for spending-money an hundred 
dirhams. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel 
in all delight of life, and his sprite was like to fly for joy: but 
when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel 
said to him, “ What causeth thee to weep ? ” Said he, “ I 
know not an my father be dead, and he hath none other heir 


1 t e, the master could no longer use her as his wife 

2 t c , 'wantoned it away 

3 Here AhHajj ~ the company of pilgrims, a common use of the 


term 

caravan to the Pilcnma^e ” 

acoiSe mosqu^''Thf 

MeccoiF’ SSg 



Tiik of the ^f^lK if Khorasajt^ Us Sen and his Tutor, 

5*ivc myself; but how shall I get to him, seeing 1 own not a 
ilirhnm ? Quoth she, ** 1 have a bangle; sell it and buy secd- 
peails \V3th the price, then round them and fashion them into 
great unions* and thereby thou shall gain nuich money, ^^ith the 
uhich v.e ma> fmd our v.a) to thy country.’* So he took the 
Ij.uigle and lepairing to a goldsmith, said to him, ** Crewk up this 
biact-kt and sell it”; but he said, **Thc Kingseeketha perfect 
biarelct: I will go to him and bring thee its price.** Picscntly 
he bore tim bangle to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly by 
reason of its goodly \voiKmanship. Then he called an old 
woman, v,ho was in his pabce, and said to her, Needs must I 
have the mistress of this bracelet ihougli but for a single night, 
or I shall die”; and llic old woman replied, “ I will bnng her to 
thee.” J'hercupnn she donned a devotee's dress and betaking 
If to the goldsmith, said to him, “ To whom belongcth the 
bangle which is now with the king ? *‘ and sud he, “ It belongcth 
to a stranger, who hath bought him a siavc-girl from this city 
and h?dgeth with her in such a place.” Upon this the old 
uemail repaired to the young man’s iiouse and Jiiiockcd at the 
door. The d.imsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee’s 
garb,^ saluted her with the salam and asked her saying, llapk 
thou hast some need of us ?” Answered the old w’oman, “Yes, 
1 desire a private place, where 1 can perform the Wm:u-ablulion 
.and quotli the girl, “ HnteiSo she entered and did her icquirc- 
ment and made the ablution and piayed®; then she brought out 
a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel 
said to her “Whence comest thou, O pilgrim css^ ? ” Said she, 
“ From \isUing the Idol of the Absent in such a church/ There 
staiuicth up no w'oman before him,*’ who hath a distant friend 
and discloscth to him her desire, but he acquaintcth her wdtli her 
case and giveth her ncw*s of her absent one.” Said the damsel, 
“O pilgrimcss, we have an absent one, and my lords earth 


1 I lja\e often heard of this ra)^lenous art in the Last, nho of simibrl} 
inalinrr mbit’? .and branch coral of the lirf:c-a mzc , but, despite all ni) 
cndcaNOurs. 1 ne\cr \n.is 4 llIo^\cd to witrcss the oi'cration It was the same 
with alchemy, which, howc\cr, 1 found very useful to the •‘smasher** See 
ray History of Smdh chapt \ii 

2 Llsewhcrc in The Xi;;hts specified as wh te woollen robes 

3 aVhiKi she wai pravinji the girl could not address her, but the use of 
the rosarv is a 1 md of " parergon *’ 

I Arab. “ Vd Hdjph ** (m i:g\pt pronounced “Il.iggch”), a polite 
afMrcv> to an elderly woman, who is thus supposed to have “finished her 

fauh •* , » t 

5 .\rab. “Kanralr* (from Kans ra sweeping) a pagan temple, a Jewish 
synagogue, and c'^pecialh a Chri'^tian duirch 

6 I r » siaadttli in pfajtr or supphcation 
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cleaveth to him and I desire to go question the Idol of him.’* 
Quoth the crone, Do thou wait till to-morrow and ask leave of 
thy spouse, and I will come to thee and fare with thee in weal 
and welfare/* Then she went away, and when the girVs master 
came, she sought his permission to go with the old trot, and he 
gave her leave. So the beldame came and took her and carded 
her to the king's door she unknowing whither she went. The 
damsel entered with her and beheld a goodly house and 
decorated apartments ^hich were no idol's chamber Then 
came the king and seeing her beauty and loveliness, went up to 
her to buss her, whereupon she fell doi\m in a fainting fit and 
struck out with her hands and feet/ When he saw this, he held 
aloof from her in ruth and left her; but the matter was giievous 
to her and she refused meat and dnnk, and as often as the king 
drew near to her, she fled from him in fear, so he swore by Allah 
that he would not approach her save with her consent and fell to 
presenting her with ornaments and raiment; but her a\ ersion 
to him only increased. Meanwhile, the youth her master abode 
expecting her; but she returned not and his heart already 
'asted the bitter draught of separation; so he went forth at 
hap-hazard, distracted and knowing not what he should do, 
and began strenmg dust upon his head and crying out, The 


old woman hath taken her and gone away ^ The little boys 
followed him n ith stones and pelted him, crying, ‘ A madman ! 
A madman^’' Presently, the kings Chamberlain, who was a 
personage of years and worth, met him, and when he saw this 
youth, he forbade the boys and drave them away from him, after 
which he accosted him and asked him of his affair. So he told 
him his tale and the Chamberlain said to him, ‘‘ Fear not 1 I %viU 
deliver thy slave-girl for thee; so calm thy concern.” And he 
went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he had firm 
reliance on his word. Then he earned him to his home and 
stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he 
called an old woman, i\ho was his houselce,eper,3 and said to her 
“Take this youth and bind on his neck yon iron chain and eo 
round about with him in all the great thoroughfares of the 
and when thou hast done this, go up with him to the nihr/nf 
th. k,ns" And h. ,a.d ,o tha you.b, ■. I„ Sad 


1 t e , fell into b^slencs, a very common 

^ier\ ous and evcualli races of the East. ^ amongst the h 

2 Arab ’• Kahramanah.” a N\ord Tvhich has 

senses, nurse, duenna. chaniber\soman, ste\\arde^^«5 ^ 

<he Harem, etc 'araess, armed \\omaii defei 



T/\t 7)ut cf (hr MiVi AyAis So/: <ind his 7*utof, 


\2i) 


thou the daut^el, f^penk not a syll ihU\ but ncqunuU me with 
her place oiul thou shuH owe her citliveranco to none i.axe to 
me/' The youth Ih.uiketl him and went with the old v.oman in 
such hshion ns the Chn?nb' r)nin bade hirm She fared on with 
him till th<y entered the city, and walked nil about it: after 
w’hich shc.ucnt up to the pnlirc of the kinf: and foil t<j saving, 
“O ftirturc's favourites, look on a youth whom the denis take 
twice in tlm d t), and pray to be preserved from such afdiction 1 ** 
And she ceisrd not to go round vvoth hi’u till slie enme to the 
eastern ring’ of the pahee, whereupon l)u'slave girls burned 
ont to up^n him, and when they *nv\ liiin tiny were amn?ed 
at his beauty and lova Imcrs and wept for him. Then the}* 
infermed the damsel, who enme louh and cotvidcred him and 
knew him not: hut b.c knew her; so he drooped hv; ht u\ and 
slurJ t*ar?. She was moved to pUy foi him and giuc him 
somewhat and went back to her place, wdub 1 the youth returned 
wdlh the hnus»‘kiep^^r to the Chamberhin and told him that she 
was in lha t im:\« nnu'don, v\hcrcat lv‘ \vas chagrined and <'aub 
P» 3 ’ Allah, 1 will assuredly devFc a device for her and deliver 
her \ \\\u reupon the youth kt^sr d ids hands and feet* Then 

ht. turned to ilm old woman iUul !>ade licr change her habit and 
her sembh’^re, Xow this ancient dame was sweet of speech 
and v,in**omc of wit; so he gave her costly and dflicinus ottars 
and said to her, ** Get thee to iho king's slave girls and set! them 
these es<.encfs and win thy way to the damsel and ask her if she 
des*re her master or noth* So the old woman went out and 
making her way to the palace, went in to the hancbm.ud and 
drew near licr and recited these couplets :— 

Alhh pn'^'rva'Oisr Union days and tin ir tMtghU * Ah me! llov 
rv t'tX s* a^ ]tf^‘ * flow joy* vw re over new ! 

May he rot be who cur sd us tv An with parting day ; • How many 

a b‘)iu' he hiaUs tio'v many a hfc he sleiv I 
He Mud inv ftitdlhtcar-n^^xb> and un sink Mood; • And beg 
ganng ino of lovi hiiuself no nclier grew. 

When the damsel heard the old woman's verses she wept 
till her clothes were drenched and drew near the ‘^penlccr, 
who asktri her, ** Knowest thou Such-an-one ? ” And she wept 
and answcrcvl, ** lie is my lord. Whence knovve^^t thou him?*' 
Rejoined the old woman, **0 my lady, sawest lliou not the 
madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He 
was ihy lord," prescntl) adding, “ But this is no time for talk. 


von. i\. 
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When *tis night, get thee to the top of the palace and wait 
on the terrace till thy lord come to thee and compass thy 
deliverance.” Then she gave her what she would of perfumes 
and returning to the Chamberlain, acquainted him with whatso 
had passed, and he told the youth. Now as soon as it was . 
evening, the Chamberlain bade bring two hackneys and great 
store of uater and provaunt and a ridmg-camel and a fellow to 
show them the way. These he ambushed %vithout the town, 
uhilst he and the young man, talang with them a long rope, 
made fast to a staple, went and stood below the palace, Whenas 
they came thither, they looked and behold, the damsel was 
standing on the terrace-roof, so they threw her the rope and the 
staple, which she made fast, and tucking up her sleeves above 
her wnsts, slid down and landed wath them. They carried her * 
without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and 
fared on, with the guide in front, ^ directing them on the way, 
and they ceased not fanng night and day till they entered his 
father’s house. The young man greeted his sire, who was 
gladdened in him, and to whom he related all that had befallen 
him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety. As for the tutor, he 
wasted whatso was vnth him and returned to the city, where he 
saw the youth and excused himself. Then he questioned him of 
what had betided him and he told him, whereat he admired and 
returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to 
have regard for him and gave him nor solde nor ration as was 
his wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When 
the tutor saw that there was no profit from him he returned to 
the king, the ra\dsher of the slave-girl, and recounted to him 
what the Chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay that 
official and egged him on to recover the damsel, promising to 
give his friend a poison-draught and return. Accordingly the 
kmg sent for the Chamberlain and chid him for the deed he had 
done; whereat the king’s servants incontinent^ fell upon the 
Chamberlain and put him to death. Meanwhile the tutor 
returned to the youth, who asked him of his absence, and he told 
him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the ' 
slave-girl When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of his 
governor and never agam trusted him in anything but was 


I Espe^ally mentioned because the guide very often foUo\\s his charges, 
especially v.hen be intent^ to play them an ugly tnck I had an unpleasant 
adientureof the Und in Somaliland, but haMng the fear of the “Aborigines' 
^otection Society before my ej es, refrained from doing more than hinting 


at it 
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nUvtiy? nn hh j;unrcl him* Then the tutor without »;h'iy 

or delny rMr‘\5 propnre ^rreat Moio of ^^wcclmcat^ and put in 
th*cm dc'idK poison ntul pu^ontwl them to the youth, who, when 
ht! raw iho^c tAvcelmeat?, said In hun^>v!f, ^"This is an extra¬ 
ordinary thmi: the tutor! Ko^mIs mu^^t there be in this 

sweetmeat some mischief, and I wall make prv^of of his con- 
fcctiorcxy ttpon himself/* v\ccorthnr:ly he rrot ready food and 
^ct amongst it a portion of the sweetmeat, and inviting the 
ncvern“»r to his hou<^e jdaerd the proNaunt before him. lie ate, 
and amonpst the rest %vhich th.cy Imought him, the poisoned 
sweetmeat; so while in the net of eating he died; whereby the 
youth knew that this was a plot a'^ainst himself and said, 
**\Vho^o feeketh his fertune by bis owm force* nttaineth a 
failure/* ** Kor/* contiiuud t]\e Warlr, is this, O king of (he 
ago, ftranger than tlte story' <jf the Druggist and his Wife and 
the Singer/’ W!un King Shall Pal/m hcanl the talc of Al- 
Unlnvan he gave hnn leave to wilhdraw to his own house and 
he tamed there the rtst of the night and the next day till 
eventide evened. 

Or Arrant cf t^c i!ton<fi* 

Whi:x' the evening evened, the king sat private in his sitting- 
chamber and his mind W'a*^ occupied w’ith the story of the Singer 
and (lie Druggist. So he called the Wazir and hide him (cH 
the talc. Answered he, ** I will well. They recount, O my 
lord, the follow'ing 

TALE OF THE SIKGER AHD THE DRUGGIST:^ 

There wan once in the city of Hamatlfm^ a young man of 
«:'.crnly semblance and nkihexi in singing to the lute; wdicrcforc 
he v/an well seen of the ciintenr. lie went forth one day of his 
home with intent to travel, and gave not o\cr journeying tiU his 
tra\cl biouglit him to a low'n and a gwlly* Now he had wdth 
him a lute and its appurtenance/ he entered and w'cnt round 
about the streets till im happened upon a druggist who, when he 
espied lum, called to him* So he went up to him and he bade 
himsitdowm; accordingly, the youth sat down by his side, and 


If/, oth'^rwre than ncc^r^llnr to ortlimncr of Allah 

2 A well known dt> of Irak ’Ajamt (or IVman) 

3 »/, spue IV and plectra, thumb-gyarcK etc* 
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tli6 dm^^st (^U-Cstioncd him o£ his C8.S6* The singer told him 
what was in his mind, and the pharmacist took him up into 
his shop and bought him food and fed him. Then said he to 
him, “ Rise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, 
and whenas thou smellest the reek of wine, break in upon the 
drinkers and say to them, I am a singer. They will laugh and 
cry, Come in to us. And when thou singest, the folk will know 
thee and speak one to other of thee; so shalt thou become known 
about town, and thou shalt better thy business.’* He went 
round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun waxed hot, 
but found none drinking Then he entered a lane, that he might 
take rest, and seeing there a handsome house and a lofty, stood 
in its shade and fell to observing the excellence of its edification. 
Now while he was thus engaged, behold, a casement opened and 
there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth the 
owner of the face, “ What aileth thee to stand there ^ Dost 
thou want aught ? ” And quoth he, “ I am a stranger,” and 
acquainted her with his adventure; whereupon asked she, 
‘‘ What sayest thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a 
fair face and getting thee spending-money ? ” And he answered, 
“ O mistress mine, this is my desire whereof I am going about in 
quest • ” So she opened the door to him and brought him in : 
then she seated him at the upper end of the room and served him 
with food. He ate and drank and lay wth her. This ended, she 
sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and exchanged 
kisses till the day was half done, when her husband came home 


and she had no recourse but to hide the singer in a mat,^ in 
which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the 
battle-place^ disordered and smelling the reek of liquor ques¬ 
tioned her of this. Quoth she, I had with me a bosom friend 
of mine and I conjured her to crack a cup with me; and so we 
drank a jar full, I and she, and but now, before thy coming in, 
she fared forth.” Her husband deemed her words true and went 
away to his shop, he being none other than the singer’s friend the 
who had invited him and fed him, whereupon the lover 
came forth and he and the lady returned to their pleasant pas¬ 
time and abode on this wise till evening, when she gave him 
money and said to him, “ To-morrow in the forenoon come 
hitherto me He replied, “Yes,” and departed; and at night¬ 
fall he went to the Hammam-bath. On the morrow, be betook 


1 Arab **Hasir,” the fine matting used for 
season in Egypt and Syna 

2 15 , the bed 


sleeping on during the hot 
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lo xho ^hep of his fnoud the dru^i^^^isl, who u‘clcoinvd 
him as a*; he saw hiin> und questioned him of his ease and 

hem he Ind fared that day. Quoth tfic <^inyi'r, Allah requite 
thee N^ith w elfare, O my b:other, for indeed thou hast directed 
me to a restful HfeP' Then lie acquainted him with his ad\cn* 
tute and told him the laic of the uonian, till he came lo the 
tmution of her hu-*batuU when he said, And nt midday came 
the horned cuckold,^ Iter hushaud, and knocked at the door. So 
she ur.iptKcl me in the mat, ami when he had wended his ways 
I came forth and we relumed to our pleasant play.” This w as 
f:tKwoin to the drucfd'^'e and he tepmted of ha\iiq' taught him 
how lie <!tou!d do and susjKcCcd his wife. Accordingly he asked 
the Muger, And what said she to thee at thj awT.y?’* 

and the otlur an‘5wet«d, **Shc iVTid, Come back to me on the 
m<*rra;v. So, beliold, ] am off to her and I came not hitlicr but 
that } might acquaint thee with thi*?, It^t thy thoughts be pre¬ 
occupied with me/' TJitn )ic farewellcd him, and walKea cm. 
A? as the dtuegrd was afsurcd that he had renrhccl the 
hou'^e, he ca!t the net^ over his shop and made for his home, in 
rumc jawpidon of hib wife, and knod.ed at the door. Ko\v ti.e 
singer had entered and (he druggist's wife latd to him, Up with 
line nnd enter this rhr*>t/* Accordingly he entered it und ^ho 
shut it down on him and ojvjncd to lier husband, who came in 
all distraught, and searched the house but found none nnj c\rr- 
lookcd the chest. Ikicat he said m his mind *‘The hotuo* is 
one which fa\ouitth my house and the woman is one w*no 
favouredh my wife* and returned to his shop; whereupon the 
singer came forth of the chest, and falling upon the druggist's 
wife, had his wdeked will of her. Then they ate and drank and 
kissed and clipped necks, nnd in this w.ny they abode till the 
CNcnmg, when she gave him money, and made him promise to 
come lo her on the morrow*. So he left her and slept Ins night, 
nnd on the morrow he returned lo the shop of his friend the 
druegisi and saluted him. The other welcomed him nnd (pies- 
Honed him of his case; wherc.it he (old his talc till he ended 


1 7hi^ word, which undoubtedly derive*; from cuculus, coRuk cocu, a 

cucloo, ban til cn a queer twiw, nor can f cvplain how its present meaning 
.nm c (rum a ^xhe-bird vhich lays her crr in n ntrangc nest \Viitol. on tin* 
<jth<r hand, from %Vilan to know, in rightly applied to one whom La FoiUaTu 
calls *• cocu ct content/’ the Arab Pa>yir. ., , , , 

2 Arab ShibaVah/’ here a net hkc a H^lierman's. ulifch fs hangover 
(he hole hi the wall calha a shop, during the tcmjjorary ab‘.ruf c of the shop- 
keejMir. Sec xnv Pilgrimare. j 100 

3 , of winch wnger speakn 
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with the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, Then^ 
came the homed cuckold, her mate, and she stowed me away in 
the chest and shut down the iid upon me, whilst her addlepated 
pander^ of a husband went about the house, top and bottom; 
and when he had gone his way, we returned to our pleasant ^ 
pastime/’ With this, the druggist was assured that the house 
was his house and the wife his wife, and quoth he, Now what 
wilt thou do to-day ? ” Quoth the singer, “ I shall return to her 
and I came not^ save to thank thee for thy dealing with me/’ 
Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the 
druggist, and he shut his shop and returning to his house, rapped 
at the door. Said the singer, “ Let me jump into the chest, for he 
saw me not yesterday”; but said she, ** No 1 wap thyself up m 
the mat.” So he wrapped himself up and stood in a corner of the 
room, whilst the druggist entered and went no whither else save 
to the chest, but found naught inside. Then he walked round 
about the house and searched it, top and bottom, but came upon 
nothing and no one, and abode between behef and disbelief, and 
said to himself, “Haply, I suspect my infe of what is not in her/’ 
So he was certified of her innocence and going forth content, 
returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they 
resumed their former little game, as was their wont, till eventide 
when she gave him one of her husband’s shirts and he took it and' 
going away, nighted in his ovm lodging. Next morning he 
repaired to the druggist, who saluted him mih the salam and 
came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, 
deeming his vife innocent. Then he questioned him of his case 
on yesterday and he told him how he had fared, sa}dng, “ O my 
brother, when the comute knocked at the door, I would have 
jumped mto the chest, but his \\ife forbade me and rolled me up 
on the mat. The man entered and thought of nothing save the 
chest, so he brake it open and woned like one jinn-mad, going 
up and coming down. Then he went about his business and I 
came out and we abode on our accustomed case till eventide,' 
when she gave me this shirt of her husband’s; and behold, I am 
now off to her/’ When the druggist beard the singer’s words, 
he was assured of the adventure and knew that the calamity, all 
of it, was in his oum house and that the wife was his wife, and 

I Arab '»in vol i njgbt xxxm I derived the word from 'Ars 
niamage> hke the Germ Kupplenn This was a mere mistake, the root is 
’Ars (vuth a Sad cot a Sto) and means a pimp wrho show's ok or displavs his 
wares ^ 

a I must again w'am the reader that the negative, which to us appears 
tantiecessary. is emphatic m Arabic 



oj th( I?Vi/ Mr 1^5 

ho co:v.>uiLrcLl the ihirt, \\hercu|[X'n he ledoublec! in nssurerinos^ 
nnJ x \\ 1 U' ihe ?uv:tr, Ail tliou now to her ? ** S vd he, 
'•Vc^ O Tny brothel,’' and taking leave of huu, v^ent away; 
whci<ni}>on the duu:gtvl started up, a$ he were stalk mad, and 
ilu nnutled hi$ ihop.* W lulvt he was thu*; doing, the singe; 
\\im to the house, and pus^uitly up aunc the drmo^dst and 
kneek'd at the dvy,»r. The lover would ha\c wrappid hnnself up 
in the mat, loit she foihidc him and ' del **Gtt thee down to the 
ground iloor of the home and enter the ovcn-jai' and dose the 
cover upon So he did her bidding ami she went down 

to licr husband and opened U;e door to him, whereupon he came 
in .iiul \ x^M roiuu! (he houv»^, but found no one and o\crlookcd 
the ovcU'jar. Then he stood nmnng ami swarc that he would 
not agaur go forth of the house till tlic morrow. As for the 
xUien lnc> flay in the cAcrvjar grew ioncr.ome upon him, 
he came forth therefrom, think 1 up that her hurlnnd had gone 
av;a> ; and he w*ent up to the Urrace^roof and loMnng down, 
iKheld his friend the dtueglst: vdiercai he wat, tore ennterned 
ami said ui hhnsclf, ‘‘Alas, the disgrace, ah! Thiis is my 
fnend the druggist, who of me was fun and dealt me fair and 
1 have paid him with foul,*' lie fcaied to return to the 
druggist; so he itopped down and opened the first door and 
would have gone out at a venture, unseen of the hu^^bancl; but, 
when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw* not 
the i:cy, Ilcrcal he rciurntd to the terrace and began dropping 
from roof to roof till the i>eoplc of the house heard him and 
bast* ued to fall upon liim, deeming him a thief. Now that house 
belonged to a Persian man; ro tlicy laid hands on him and the 
housemaster fell to beating him, sajing to him, ‘‘Thou art a 
thief.'' He rephed, No I am not a thief, but a singing-man, a 
stranger who, licanng your voices, came to sing to you.** When 
the fulk heard his word*'", they talked of Idling him go; but the 
Persian raid, “ O folk, let not lus speech cozen >ou. This one is 
none other than a thief wdio knoiveih how to sing, and when he 
cameth upon the hkc of us, he is a singer/* Said they, “ O our 
lord, this man is a stranger, and needs W'c must release him/* 
Quoth he, “ By Allah, my heart heaveth at this fellow* I Let me 
fiill him watli beating but quoth they, “ Thou mayst no ycays do 
that/' So they delivered llic singer from the Persian, the master 
of the house, and sealed him amongst them, wdiereupon he began 

1 ij , by tetno' in;: th <5 reoJl i from the but ** to the *M>cn ril;;nnnr:c,i 99 

2 Arab •* 'innnur/' here the lar;;c carihcrn jar with n co\cr of the samo 
ma'tnal, round whicli the fire is binlt 
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singing to them and they rejoiced in him. Now the Persian had 
a Mameluke, as he were the full moon, and he arose and went 
out, and the singer followed him and wept before him, kissing his 
hands and feet. The Mameluke took compassion on him and 
said to him, When the night cometh and my master entereth 
the Harim and the folk fare away, I company with thee,” 
Then the singer returned and sat with the cup-companions, and 
the Persian rose and went out with the i\lamelalie by his side. 
Now the singer knew the place which the Mameluke occupied 
at the first of the night; but it chanced that the youth rose 
from his stead and the \ya\en taper went out. The Persian, who 
was drunk, fell OYer on his face, and the singer, supposing him to 
be the !MameIuke, said, Allah, 'tis good!” and fell over him. 
Thereupon the Persian started up, ctydng out and laying hands 
on the singer, pinioned him and beat him a grievous beating, 
after which he bound him to a tree that stood in the house-court. 
Now there was in the house a beautiful singmg-girl and when 
she saw the smger tight pinioned and tied to the tree, she 
waited till the Persian lay doivn on his couch, when she arose 
and going up to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what 
had betided him and making eyes at him. Then said she to him, 
‘‘ Do with me as I wish and I udiJ loose thy pinion-bonds, lest 
he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee an ill 
purpose,” Quoth he, ** Loose me and I wnll do it ”; but quoth 
she, ** I fear that, an I loose thee, thou wait ^not do it. But 
Avhen I have done, I will loose thee,” Now there was in the 
house a hghtmg-ram, which the Persian had trained to butting,^ 
and when he saw what the woman was doing, he thought she 
wdshed to do battle ivith him; so he broke his halter and running 
at her, butted her and spht her skull. She fell on her back and 
shneked; whereupon the Persian started up hastily from sleep 
and seeing the singing-girl on her back, and the singer, cried to 
him, O accursed, doth not what thou hast erewbile done suffice 
thee?” Then he beat him a shrewd beating and opening the 
door, thrust him out in the middle of the night. He lay the rest 
of the dark hours in one of the ruins, and ivhen he arose in the 
morning, he said, None is in fault i I, for one, sought my own 
good, and he is no fool ivho seeketh good for himself; and the 


I Mluding to tWe fighting rams which are described by even^ Anglo- 
Indian They strike vnih great force, ampb^ sufficient to crush the 

clumsy band ^vhlch happens to be caught between the two foreheads The 
^imais are sometimes used for Fal or consulting futurity the name of a 

if of a foe to the other, and the result of the 

tight suggests victory or defeat for the men 
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dructrrf^ uifo nl$o *'auj;^ht ^’ood for l^ersclf; hut Prcclc^* 
tinnt^ou overccnnetli Prcciution uud for mu there reuKuneUi 
xio yttsmr; fn thr iowiu" So ho went forth from the place. 
** {couutuu'd the \Va/h), *Ms Uue <;iory, slrant^e ihoujrh it 

he, linn that of the Kin/; ,niul his Son ntui that which 

heiiti d them of wond»’rs and rare When the Jang 

hcat<: t}n< r'oi\% he deemed li pretty and pleasant and $:aid, 
•* Tins tah-* nr ar unto that which I know and 'Xv> my rede 1 
5 het'hi well to hax'c pationrc and hasten not to slay m 3 
Mim^-cr. ro I may /:ct of him the prohtaMc rtory of the Kint; 
and hi' Son.'* Then he (;ave (he ^Va?^r hive to (;o away to his 
ov u houie ; io he thanked him and t.arried in hi^^ home all that 
day. 


Cfer CfiirS ef ttt jfHontj), 

Whtn it V as supfKr-tnne the kinet ^ou/:ht the rallJn/pchnmber: 
XivAt smmnoninj:; the Warir, i[ou/:lu of him the stor) he had 
promhed hint; and the Minister s,dch *‘Thcy tell, O kinrr, 

Tin: tali: of the king who kknxfd the 

QVINl ESSENCE^ OF TJUSGSr 

There crane to a kinj; of iho kint;sj in his old age, a son, w*ho 
^rew up cf^inOyf qiuVK'Wnttfd, de\cr; and, when he rcachctl 
years of disf'relion and bt<amc n young man, his fither said to 
him. ‘‘Take this u-dm and rule it in Hen of me, for ] desire to 
Hce from the sin of so\ranty" to Allah the Mo-.t Ihghanddon 
thcwwdlcn drevs and devote a!! m 3 time to devotion/* Quoth 
the Prince, And 1 am another who dcsiretii to take refuge with 
the Ahnighty/* So the king said, Anse, Jet us flee forth and 
make (or tlu mountains and tliere worship in shame befoie God 
tht 'baa Great/* Accordingly, (he iwam gat them gear of w'ool 
and cir thing thems^dves therewith, fared forth and wandered m 
the wolds and wastes; hut, when some da}^ had passed over 
them, both became wenh for lumgcr and repented llicm of that 
they had doirnwhenas penitence profited them not, and the Prince 
complained to his father of WTatiness and hunger. Cued the 


r Arab ” Ja'di-ir’* - the the nature of a substance 

C-cmrirc Alcofribas'» Atr^iracuon of the Quintessence 

2 J» pari^. of l)je v>o:\t\ At-Jabr — the t3rann3, U the <^jm\atcnt 

of wlnt ve cab "cud liv,/ a-t opjiosrc! to Al-Shardah or Holy i^iu. the 
rchgjous Div\an Abjabr (C,i\d Court) luting the contrar3 of the 

MaJdamih or Knzt'a inbunal Sec "1 irn Poolslcps in Cast Africa/' p 126 


^3S 


“is, "Dear „ 

“ coSpCc?' 

demand for t,t]uS sdf ®^ thou 

Said the dealer, a lVi,'e “■< «aid*’,'.?!',® <=“% h”™' 

s:;; 9 «^Sot.'f “rn 

1 **=^ 

..aCd,“.?Tf1' "'Wat fe?r "■' a'/Vt'?/ *>« 

■"“"iWalrl ' ''' » Ma„,3„;i“r®i»?" aod ra ^"‘'“’i 

wtat he couM ^«ght the i yt ® *aler 

6JUn]/^v Jk. ^ Ccirrip/^ 7 T'^ « ^ of 

a ir ^o4"rut"3 

ofhavin'^k® sufficient for ‘u^° ^PP^inted h' 
i^ke of tjf^ \^Skt bun] ^^tenan?e 

^ded oL ^ shah j 

PrZS SSef* S' f/; the 

*eas the rn! ^ppf^f ’ ^suml .i'j 'Vas 

ineal readj ^^at, uffien he 

SX“srf '“ “S'" fed 

J^fe-vt <0 S“?>' “1 afe;,‘°\‘V""”'' 

f^pjyrmay hi Jiim dmt-, ^ 

^“g’s T^asb^ relief.” c. ivhat is in ft as 

^d he said, uk ^ acguaml j t • 

^ b™,"’“‘ 'fe 

^ ^ . in -- * *GUV& 





Tiilc ty the Ktf c the (?mA of Thirtx^. 139 

one of the iuvlntt.mcn and do tluai fro cutnpanvinfj thy lord in 
peace and ^urc;y, for I vail riifhcc tlicc of ihi<;lUncal the 
tcoV deputed nith the kirn;, after he had l)rou;::ht the old nun 
\\lni he rcct'rd and loft him a Jn^n of tin: guards ; and v,hen he 
was g.nu', the ?lu\hh bade the trooper wash the kiic)Knd>aU( ry 
and n'..‘do nady ford e\re{*i!jn^dy fjno* When the king retuinod 
he ut the m^nt before hinn and lie tasted djslies v.hev'!il:o he 
h id !>' ver ^aaouied : whmat he teas : birth d and asked who had 
drcc^ di\. Accordingly they acquainted him wuh theSha>kh’s 
ca^e and he sununoned him (o his picsence and asking' him anent 
the fny’iet}, increar^’d his albv/ancc of talions'; nioreo\er, he 
bade tiut they iltouM co-^k together, he and the kitcluner, and 
the old man ob^ned h:r bidding* Som.' time after thh, there 
came two merchants to the king with two pearls of p»;ce and 
each of them *!i hired that his p^%arl w%as wwth a rhoii.sand 
dnnrs. but the folk w‘a«; incornp* tent to value tlueu. 'I iun sud 
the Allah prO‘'«per the King 1 Vuih, the Sluykh whom I 

Ivoughl aiVumcd that ho I new* the quintes*cncc of jewels and that 
he v/as i^k’dled in co^>kcry* We have tried hnn in lui? cuisine, md 
have fennd him the nuojt knowing of men ; ami row*, if wo smd 
after him and prove lum on jt wols, hir s^^cond claim will lie made 
manifest to us, whether true or fdsc *' So the king bade fetch 
the Sh'ivkh and he came and itaod befote the Sultan, w'ho 
showed him the two pearls. Quoth ho, *• Now for this one, *tis 
worth a thousand dtnirs*'; and qunlh the king, ** So saith its 
ovrncr/* ‘‘ Dut fur this other,continued the old man, ** *tis 
worlli only fut hundred The pvople kuigiicd and athnned his 
s:i>ing, ard the merchant who owned the second peail asked him, 
Umv can this, which is lvgg\.r of bulk and worthier for water 
and right! r of rondure, be k^s of value Ilian that ? '* and the old 
man ausv’cred, I ha\c said what is with 1110 .“*** Then quoth 
tlic king to him, “Indeed, the outer rembUnce thcieof js like 
that of the other pearl; why then is it wonh but the half of its 
price?’’ and qnulhthcold man, “Yes, but its inward is corrupt.*’ 
Asked the merchant, “ Math a pearl then an inward and an out¬ 
ward ? ** and the Slmykh answxied, “ Yea ! In its luteiior is a 
teredo, a boring w‘oi nr, but the other pearl is sound and secure 
against bicakage.” The rntrchanl conlinucd, “ Give us approof 
of this thy knowledge and confirm to us the truth of thy sa>ing“; 
and the old man rejoined, We wall btoak it: an I prove a liar, 
lictc IS my head, and if I speak sooth, thou wnlt have lost Ihy 


1 See tke conclu^iUMi of ihc story. 

2 I / , 1 Jin^e my i^iy, 
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pearl ”; and the merchant said,'' I agree to that/* So they brake 
the pearl and it was even as the old man had declared, to vnt^ in 
the heart of it was a boiing worm. The king marvelled at what 
he saw and questioned him of how he came by the knowledge of 
this. The Shaykh replied, ** O king, this kind of jewel is engen¬ 
dered in the belly of a creature called the oyster ^ and its origin is 
a drop of ram and it resisteth the touch and groweth not warm 
whilst hent m hand®: so, when its outer coat became tepid to my 
touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that things 
of life thnve not save in heat/* Therefore the king said to the 
cook, “ Increase his allowance**; and the Chef appointed to him 
fresh rations. Now some time after this, two merchants pre¬ 
sented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 
“ I ask a thousand ducats for my horse,** and the other, ** I seek 
five thousand ducats for mine.** Quoth the cook, ** We are now 
familiar with the old man*s just judgment; what deemeth the 
king of fetching him ^ ” So the king bade fetch him, and when 
he saw the two horses,® he said, “This is worth a thousand and 
that two thousand ducats.** Quoth the folk, “ This horse thou 
misjudgest is evidently a thoroughbred and he is younger and 
faster and compacter of limb and finer of head and clearer of 
colour and skin than the other ”; presently adding, “ What 
assurance hast thou of the sooth of thy saying ^ ** ^- And the old 
man said, “ This ye state is true, all true ; but his sire is old and 
this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an 
old horse standeth still a-breathing, his breath returneth not to 
him and his rider falleth mto the hand of him who followeth after 
him; but the son of a young horse, an thou put him to speed and 
after making him run, alight from him, thou wilt find him, by 
reason of his robustness, untired,** Quoth the merchant, “ *Tis 
even as the Shaykh avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.** 
And the king said, “ Increase his allowance.** But the Shaykh 
stood still and did not go away ; so the king asked him, “ Why 
dost thou not go about thy business ^ ** and he answered, “ My 
business is with the king.** Said the king, “Name what thou 
wouldest have,** and the other replied, “ I would have thee 

1 Arab “ Al-Mutabattil,” usually = one who forsales the W’orld The 
Katarat al-Na\san or rain-drops in the month Naj^san (Apnl) produce pearls 
when falling into the o>ster-shelIs and poison in the serpent’s mouth The 
allusions to them are innumerable in Persian poetry, and the idea gives nse to 
a host of moralities more or less insipid 

2 This IS the general idea concernmg the diamond in all countnes where 
the gen is dug, but I never heard it of the pearl 

3 Arab Farai ” properly a mare, but the WTiter begins by using the 
femmme, and then emp. >ys the masculine It is an abommable text 
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qn^^^tion me of the qu 5 ntes<-eoce of men, even ns thovt hnst 
qittme of the quinto’-rence of bonnes/' Quoth the kinj^, 
We hn\o no oecnsion to question thee thuKof ; but quoth the 
old mnn, I h.ac occAMon to acquaint thee,” Say wliat thou 
wilt/* tejohud the ?cuu:» and the Sfnyhh sauI/^Wrily, the Inn^; 
the *on of a baker/* Cried the kinj;, How and tsheicby kennest 
thou tint and the Shnykh replied, Know, Okinq', that I have 
examined into <io^:reet^ and du;nUici;' and in\e liarncd this,” 
Thneupon the kini: \\cnt in to his mother and asled her anent 
his nrr, and she told him that the king her husband was 
impottm^; So,” quoth she, ** I feared for the kingdom, lest it 
pnsc auay after his death; wherefore I yielded iny per.von to a 
voting man. a baker, and con^ci\cd by htrn and baren man-child’; 
and the kinc^tup came into the liniul of rny son, that is, thjMdf,” 
So the king returned to the Shaykh and said to him, ** I am 
indml the *on of a baker; $0 do thou rvpoum] to me the means 
whereby thou kne^\c^t me for this.** Quoth the other, I knew 
that, kacht thou been the son ofn king, thou A\ouIdst ha\e gifted 
me avitli tilings of price, $uch as rubies and the like; raid \vert 
thou the son of a Kari, thou h.a<Kt given hrgesce of a dirham or 
two dirhams, and \%crt tluni the i.on of any of the merchants, thou 
h.adsi gnen me nnichtd of monc). Hut I srnv that thou 
lH»stcn\<.dtd upon me naught sn\c tv.o bannocks of bread and other 
rations, wherrfuie I knew thee to be the son of a baker **, and 
quoth the king, **Thou hast hit the mark.'* Then he gave him 
wt.dlh galore and advanced him to high estate. Tlic tale afore¬ 
said plcraf d King Shah Hakht and he marvelled thereat; but the 
Wa?ir s.aid to him, ** This story is not stranger than that of (he 
Richard who m.irncd Jus beautiful daughter to the poor Shnykh.** 
The king's mind was occupied wuh thepirnnbed tale and he bade 
the W aide uithdr.iw to his lodging; 50 he went and abode there 
the reid of liic night and the whole of the following day. 


<r(if TctrrtJ) of tfef ^fTontfi. 

WiinN the evening evened, the king sat private in his sitting- 
chamber and b ide fetch the Wa^ir. When he presented himself 
before him. he laid to him, **Tell me the talc of the Richard.” 
The Minister rephed,I wilt. Hear, O puissant king, 


1 Xr.ih ’‘UaSd>^^a ninn'tri}/* mar aho xiw'in “ si at urn and mansions 
(of the n aed pl.anrtq " The tlnubf#' onirndrc was probabq intcndi ik 

2 Srab *"suH a p^-»puhr uerd. meaning kchle. ailing, but 
e^i>eci illw rc'it in r( '“v 

j SAi tilt oninnal ot ibis laic tn Kinc; Al-Af AbMaVudi, chap xlvl. 
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THE TALE OF THE RICHARD WHO MARRIED HIS 
BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER TO THE POOR OLD MAN.^^ 

A certain rich merchant had a beautiful daughter, who was 
as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her 
father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet 
in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and conversed and 
caroused mth him. Then said he to him, “ I desire to marry 
thee to my daughter.” The other drew back, because of his 
poverty, and said to him, “I am no husband for her nor am 
I a match for thee.” The merchant was urgent vdth him, 
but he repeated his answer to him, saying, “I will not consent 
to this tdl thou acquaint me with the cause of thy desire for 
me. An I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish ; and if 
not, I will not do this ever,” Quoth the merchant, “ Thou must 
know that I am a man from the land of China and was in my 
youth well-favoured and well-to-do, Nov: I made no account 
of womankind, one and all, but followed after 3"ouths,^ and 
one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and 
hard by it a voice said, ‘This is the portion of Such-an-one.’ 
I listened and presently I heard my own name; so I looked and 
behold, there stood a woman loathly to the uttermost; whereupon 
I awoke in fear and cried, ‘ I will never marry, lest haply this 
fulsome female fall to my lot.’ Then I set out for this city ivith 
merchandise and the journey was pleasant to me and the sojourn 
here, so that I took up my abode m the place for a length of time 
and gat me fnends and factors. At last I sold all my stock-in- 
trade and collected its price and there was left me nothing to 
occupy me till the folk ^ should depart and I depart with them. 
One day, I changed my clothes and putting gold into my sleeve, 
sallied forth to inspect the holes and corners of this city, and as I 
was wandering about, I saw a handsome house: its seemhness 
pleased me; so I stood looking on it and beheld a lovely woman 
at the ivindow. When she saw me, she made haste and 
descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to 
a tailor there and questioned him of the house and anent whose 
it was. Quoth he, “ It belongeth to Such-an-one the Notary,® 

1 He says this wthout any sense of shame, coolly as Horace or Catullus 
wrote 

2 I ^ , of the cara\ an with which he came 

3 Arab Al- Adi In the form of Zu *adl it = a legal witness, a man 

^larocco and other parts of the Moslem world ’Adul (plur 
Udull signifies an assessor of the Kaai, a notary Padre Lerchundv floe cit 
P 345} renders it notano ^ 



7}\e 7\*k <if tic I\(c/arif ivlo ffuitriedhts i^^ciuttfulI)iiu*^Jdcr. i.{3 

God dAii^n him ! I Ir» ho her !^\tv ? and ho an$wcroch 

** VtT,'* So I ropiircd in f;ionl hurry to a man, v/ith ^\hom I had 
heen Avont to (ic{vj }*, my goods for saV, and told liim 1 dcMrcd to 
gain ncrr'>^ to Stuh^an^one the Notary. Accordingly he 
a*xvcmhl(d hi^ frund^ and ^^c haook our^^clvos to the Notary’s 
house. When we came in to him, v.c sahituj him and sat with 
him, and I sau! to him, come to thee as a suitor, desiring in 
maiuagc the hand of thy daughter.’* lie replied, ** I have no 
diughu r InTuting this man **; and I rejoined, ‘‘Allah aid thee! 
My ite/ire i*- for thee and not for herd” lUil he still refused and 
his uitnds viid to him, This is an honourable match and a man 
thine equal, nor is it lawful to thee that thnu hinder the young 
hdy of her go h 1 hick/’ Quoth he 10 them, “She will not suit 
him! ” ncxttihoh i;s they wore instant wdlh him till at last he said, 
“\'cnh, my tlaugluer v.hrmyc reel: in pa<;<higiU<favourod and in 
her arc all bhnud qurdme*^of person,” And I said, “ 1 accept her, 
thcuirh she I>c as thou Then said the folk, “Extolled 

1)0 Alhh ! Cease we to talk of a thing st,Ulf d; so say the v;ord, 
ho;v much will thou have to licr iinfiiapc-sotilcmcnt ? ” Quoth 
he, “ 1 nnsrt ha\c four thou-^and riginns”; and I said, “To hear 
is to ob* y I ” Accordingly the .dfair w*as concluded and we drew 
up the contract of m ‘fringe and I made the bridedtast; but on 
tlie wedding-night I bthcld a thing* than which never made 
Allah Almighty aught more fuhmine. Methoughl her folk had 
devised tins freak by way of fun; so 1 laughcri and looked for 
my ini‘=lrcs^s, whom I had seen at the window*, to make her 
appearance; but saw her not. When the adair was prolonged 
and I found none but her, I was like to lose my wits for vexation 
and fell to bc^‘ celling my Lord and humbling myself in snpplica* 
tion before Him that He would deliver me from her. When 1 
arose in the moining, there came the chamberwornan and said to 
me, “ Hast thou nevd of the bnth* ? ” I replied, “ No”; and she 
asked, “ Art thou for breakfast ?” Hut I Mill anrovored “No”; 
and on this wire I abode tlircc days, tasting neither meat nor 
dtmk. When the joung woman my wife saw me in this plight, 
s5ic said to me, “ O man, lull me thy tale, for, by Allah, if I may 
efiect thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto.” 1 
gave car to her speech and put faith in her sooth and acquainted 
her with the adventure of the damsel whom I liad seen at the 


1 I f. 1 N'.ould marry Ihy dai’skt^r, not only for licr ovin sale, but for 
nlilxno* '.Mtb tb> fanul) 

2 I f, lUi/ bndc'?. lace. 

3 The Ghusl or complete abUuion after coir.ummauon. 
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vnndow and how I had fallen in love ^vith her; whereupon 
quoth she, “An that girl belong to me, whatso I possess is 
thine, and if she belong to my sire, I demand her of him 
and detain her from him and deliver her to thee/* Then she 
fell to summoning hand-maid after hand-maid and sho^vlng them 
to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, “This is 
she/’ Quoth my wife, “ Let not thy heart be troubled, for this 
is my slave-girL !My father gave her to me and I give her to 
thee^’ so comfort thyself and be of good cheer and of eyes cool 
and clear.” Then, when it was night, she brought the girl to me, 
after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, 
“ Cross not this thy lord in aught and every that he shall seek of 
thee.” When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, 
“ Venly, this my spouse is more generous than 11 ” Then I sent 
away the slave-girl and drew not near her, but arose forthwith 
and betaking myself to my ivife, lay with her and abated her 
wgimty. She conceived by me, and, accomphshing the time of 
her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom 
I rejoiced, for that she was beautiful exceedingly, and she hath 
inherited her mother’s sound sense and the comeliness of her sire. 
Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me 
in wedlock, but I would not wed her to any, because I saw in a 
dream, one night, that same balance set up and men and women 
being therein weighed, one against other, and meseemed I saw 
thee and her and the voice said to me, ‘ This is such a man, the 
portion of such a woman.- ’ Wherefore I knew that Almighty 
Allah had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose 
rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst 
marry her after my death.” When the poor man heard the mer¬ 
chant’s story, he became desirous of wedding his daughter • so lie 
took her to wife and was blessed of her ^vith exceeding love. 
“Nor” (continued the Wazir), “is this story on any wise 
stranger or this tale rarer than that of the Sage and his three 
Sons.” When the king heard his Minister’s story, he was 
assured that he would not slay him and said, “ I ivill have 
patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the Sage and 
his three Sons.” And he bade him depart to his own house. 


1 Thus the girl ^\as made lawful to him as a concubine b\ the ' 
lad) e,*’ whose good heart redeemed her ill-looks 

2 Meaning the poor naan and his own daughter 


loathly 
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(Tl’.r j tnl) Jlifibt ff tbr :fRtntli, 

WiirN* the cvi'-ninir c\cnc<l, the kin^ sat private in his chamber 
and sumtnoinnt^ the Warily requited of him the promised story. 
So Al*Kah\\an said^** Hear, O k 5 nt^» 

THE tali: of the sage and his three SONSN' 

There was once a S:u;c of tlie sigos, Vtlio had Uiree ions 
ami and \\h<n liny v.’a\cd many and their seed 

mnlliphcdt theu* Is^fdl dissension betueen them. So he 
a'^einbUd them and to them, J>e jc snv;Ie handed 

neainst ail olheis and dc^^pise not one anottier lest the foil: 
de‘r 5 «^c j\>in and know that your can' ir the ca^-e of the man 
and the rop"* whleh lu> cut comIv, nhen it \vas sin^rle; then lie 
doubied n and cruld not cut it: on thi. vri^e is divjsjon Anml 
And bL*AArc k'>t yc ’^tek help of Olivers neamsl your 
ov.n seKr ^ or \c udl fall into perdition, for by \shtt means 
sx‘'.er >e \un your ^^ish at bis haiul, his word wilt rank higher 
tlmn }our wiitd* 'sow I have money which I will presently bury 
in a certain place, that it may be a store for you ac^Minst tbe tiniL 
of your need/* 'Pht n the} left him and dispersed and one of tlic 
r^ns' fell to ipyin^ upon his sire, so that he saw him hide the 
hoaul outside thccity. When he had nrule an end of bur3nnq it, the 
Sa^e returned to his hou'Jc; and as soon ns the moniing morrowcd* 
Ins M>n repaired to the place where he had seen )ns father bury 
the treasure and dupt took all the wealth lie found and fared 
forth. When the old man felt that dns death^drew ni^h, he 
called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where 
he had hidden his hoard. As soon ns he wms dead, tliey W’cnt 
and duf^ up the trcvisurc and came upon much ascalth, for that 
the money, winch the first ron had taken singly and by stealth, 
was on the surface and he knev/ not that under it were other 
rnonic*^. So they carried it off and dixidcd it and the first son 
claimed his share with the rest and added it to that which he had 

1 Mr ra\n'» chan?;e3 the Arab title to the far more nppropnate bea'Imtr. 
** Story ol tin Kieh Maa aru! lir* Wa u ful bon ** 'I he tak Uc-;ni» v.uh Xbop 
fabl'* of the tjdt * anJ concUuk^ unit tl e '‘Ilcfr of U,rtrt\“ m the fanou^. 
feeoidi ballad Mr> Clou ton rtfe**** ali,o to U*c IVr lan lale of Murcblis (I he 
SoT'Ov.ful Warir), to th.e Tort) Venr» (,ijrd Stor>) to Ctr.thio and to sundry 
o*d Hr.ab'h ch'xp boobi 

2 Arab “ i drd ^v;C^•jMn^a *’ 

3 Arab i>op used doth, ciccev-c, dc[nrlurc, but con- 

tainmg the id( v of dt-p^uuns’ die mere) of Allah and *' the debt of 

Mturc ** It K net so libomencd a word ju Maut--dLUh 
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before taken, behind the backs of his father and his brethren. 
Then he married his cousin, the daughter of his father’s brother, 
and was blessed through her with a male-child, who was the 
goodliest of the folk of his time. When the boy grew up, his 
father feared for him poverty and decline of case, so he said to 
him, “ Dear my son, know that dunng my green days I wronged 
my brothers in the matter of our father’s good, and I see thee in 
weal, but, an thou come to rvant, ask not one of them nor any 
other than they, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a 
treasure, but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy 
daily bread.” Then the man died, and his money, w^hich 'was a 
great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience 
to ivait till he had made an end of that ivhich was with him, but 
rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was empty and its 
•walls were whitened, and m its midst ^vas a rope hanging down 
as for a bucket and ten bricks, one upon other, and a scroll, 
w^herem w*as written, There is no help against death ; so hang 
thyself and beg not of any, but kick aivay the bneks w’ith thy 
toes, that there may be no escape for thy life, and thou shalt be 
at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitter¬ 
ness of beggary.” Now when the youth saw this, he marx’elled 
at that W’hich his father had done and said, ‘‘ This is an ill 
treasure.” Then he Avent forth and fell to eating and dnnking 
w^ith the folk, till naught was left him and he passed two days 
w ithout tasting food, at the end of w hxch time he took a hand¬ 
kerchief and selling it for two dirhams, bought bread and milk 
'With the price and left it on the shelf and w’ent out. Whilst he 
w^as gone, a dog came and seized the bread and polluted the milk, 
and w’hen the young man returned and saw tins, he beat his face, 
and fared forth distraught. Presently, he met a friend, to whom 
he discovered his case, and the other said to him, “Art thou not 
ashamed to talk thus ^ How hast thou W’asted all this wealth 
and now comest telling lies and saying, The dog hath mounted 
on the shelf, and talking such nonsense?” And he reviled 
him So the youth returned to his house, and verily the world 
had waxed black in his eyes and he cried, “My sire said 
sooth,” Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the 
bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked 
away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope 
gave 'way with him and he fell to the ground and the ceiling 
clave asunder and there poured down on him a world of wealth. 
So he knew that his sire meant to chasten him by means of this, 
and he invoked Allah s mercy on him. Then he got him again 



72c Tok if flc rmuc fell in Iky rnf/} fie I^ichtn* i ty 

Ibat v.hich he had $oId of hmh anti and v.hal not cb“ 

and Ivcatne once more in trood lu^ friend:^ aKo rcturnMl 

to him .ind he entertauted them for nine* Then '‘\u! 

he to them one day, "J'heie tvah bread and the 

1 ate ji: ?a \vc ^ot in pIkc a ston*\ one cubit lon^ 

;r^d the hho brond» and the locusts canto and nibbled anav 
the <o:n\ because of the Miud of the bread*'* Ouoth one 
of hilt hiend^ (and it %va'^ he ^^ho had tri\on him the He enn- 
cernnu: the iV>'i and the bread and inilh), Man cl not .u 
thi<^y f'^*r r«\ts and mice <!o more than that.** Thtrenpon he 
Mid. “Get yo home' In the dayr* of mv fsn'crty I a 
h.at \thcn I told Vtat of the danfs jumpim' upon the slulf and 
t ttm^; tin I road and ihuilinir the miik : and to thy, because I am 
tich apodn^ i ^ \y i ^^th when 1 led \ou tinil locusts dcxouud a 
stone on< rubn km: a’^ri one ctilnt Innad.** They v.oreaba^htd 
by !ns speech and deptitvd from him; and the yoiUh's ee )d 
rro*ptrtti and hh c.e** teas anunded. Nor'* (continued the 
\Va7dr)» thi'' stranfter or niv^rc ■^^‘kbreen than the ^Xnry of the 
1‘rmre v.ho fell in love with the Pubare.** Ouoth the km;r, Shah 
IkdduoOlaply, an i iiear tld^ st<«r\. I shall wj*-dain from 
it: to I ttill not hasten in tlie siatimrof tin''; Mrnsttr, nor will I 
do him <ht Ik bore the thuty tl i}s ha\e expired." Then he ga\e 
him icM%e to uUluIrav., and he hnxl array to his own hom=c. 

Cbf £'tr^6 of t&r 

Win n the day ab^eniuled, and the evening arri\cd, the kinir Mt 
prr>ate in chrunt^‘r and, Munmniung the \Vn/ir, who pre¬ 
sented hinv elf to him, questioned him of the slot}. So the 
Minister said, Hear, O auspicious king, 

THE TALE OF THE PRIXCE H 7/0 FELL IN LOVE 
Will! THE PICIVREP 

There was once, in a prmince of Persia, a king of the kings, 
who was great of dcgite, a magndico, cndow’ed with majesty 
and gin by soldiery , but he was childless. Towards the end of 
hit. life. Ins Pord \ouch'^ared him a niale-clnlci, and that boy grew 
up and was comely and le irned all manner of kre, lie made bun 
a private place, which was a towering palace, edified wath 
coloured marbles and jewcK and paintings. When the Prince 
entcied the palace, he saw m its ceiling the picture of a 
jnaulcn, than whom he had net or behtdd a fairer of aspect, 
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and she was surrounded by slave-girls; whereupon he fell 
down in a fainting fit and became distracted for love of her. 
Then he sat under the picture till his father came in to him 
one day, and finding him lean of hmb and changed of com¬ 
plexion (which was by reason of his continual looking on 
that picture), imagined that he was ill and summoned the 
sages and the leaches, that they might medicine him. He also 
said to one of his cup-companions, “ An thou canst learn what 
aileth my son, thou shalt have of me the white hand.^’* There¬ 
upon he went in to him and spake him fair and cajoled him, 
till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the 
picture. Then the courtier returned to the king and told him 
what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the Prince to another 
palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whoso 
of the Arabs w'as entertained therein, him he questioned of the 
picture, but none could give him tidings thereof, till one day, 
when there came a wayfarer who seeing the picture, cried, 
“ There is no god but ihc God > ]\Iy brother painted this 
portrait.” So the king sent for him and questioned him of 
the affair of the picture and where was he who had painted it. 
He replied, “ O my lord, we are two brothers and one of us went 
to the land of Hind and fell in love with the Indian king’s 
daughter, and *tis she who is the original of the portrait. He is 
wont in every city he entereth to limn her likeness, and I follow 
him, and longsome is my way.” When the king’s son heard this, 
he said, “Needs must I travel to this damsel.” So he took all 
manner rare store and riches galore and journeyed days and 
nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he reach it save 
after sore travail. Then he asked of the King of Hind who 
also heard of him, and invited him to the palace. When the 
Prmce came before him, he sought of him his daughter in 
marriage, and the king said, “ Indeed, thou art her match, but 
there is one objection, to wit, none dare name a male before her 
because of her hate for men.” So he pitched his tents under 
her palace windows, till one day of the days he gat hold of a girl,, 
one of her favourite slave-girls, and gave her a mint of money. 
Quoth she to him, “ Hast thou a need ? ” and quoth he, “ Yes, * 
and presently acquainted her with his case; when she said, 
“ In very sooth, thou puttest thyself in peril ” Then he tarried, 
flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had Math him 
Mas gone and the servants fled from him; M^hereupon he said to 


Ilf, gifts and presents See ^ ol lii night ccc^ u 
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in ^^hn!n he lni=tcti, " 1 nin niinde.l to repnir to iny conniry 
md fetch \\hnt nuy sufiicc me ami rctarn hither." Tha other 
an-iwcred, "‘Tit for thee to iii'Ijte." So they Pct out to return, 
I'Ut tlio v.-ay v,,ap Ion" to (hem and a!! th.U tiic Prince had 'ailh 
him v.M*: <;p:nt and hi=: comp my died .and tlicir abode but one 
M-ith him ashnm he loaded with the little tint remained of the 
victn.al nrd they left the rest and fired on. Then there came 
(lilt a lion and dc%oiircd the servant, and the kin"’s son found 
himself .">lone. He went on, till his hackney stood still, wltere- 
iipan lie left it and v.all.ed till his feet swelled Piesently he 
came to s’sc land of the Tmks,* and he naked, hiitmrv, nor haainir 
vpxtli him Init $omev;lnt of jewc!^, bound about his fore- 

So he went to the bar ir of the goldsmiths and calling one 
of the ^Kohers leave hun the geir.s. The bro^ or looked and 
lv,o great subu*'-, vaul to bun, “ Follow rtK*/’ Accordmglvi 
he foUaaved him, tdl he tninmlu hnn io a goldMuilh, to whom he 
ga\e the jewels, j;a}jng, ** lh:y thtM?/* lie ask?'d, “Whence 
had’U that! the^ nud the Ino^er an'^>v<rcd. “The- \uuth is 
the ovrncr of iluMu/' Then vvM tiio guldcunth to the Prinre, 
“Whence liadst ihuu the e rubies?*' and he lo!d him all lluat 
had befalh'U hum and tint he a king':; son. Tim goldsmith 
sat astounded at hts auacnluto' and bought of him the rubies 
for a thouraiul gold pieces. 1 lien said the Pnnee to Inm, 
“ Fquip tinreif to go uith me to my countra.” So he made 
jeady and uent vdth him till the king’s son drew near the frontiers 
of his sire's Icingdom, ashore the pe-aplc received him with most 
lionourablo reception and sent to acquaint his father avith his son's 
amv.d. TIu* Icing came nut to meet him and they entreated the 
goUiMuith a\ith leq'ocl aiMl r^gatd. The Prince abode awhile 
a\ith his sire, thru set nut, he and the goldsmith, to return to the 
countra of the fair one, the daughter of the Icing of Hind; but 
there imU him fiighwayrntn by the way and he fought tlic sorest 
of fights and v.as slam. The goldsmith buried Idm and set a 
mark* on bis giave and returned to Ids own country sorrowing 

3 1 r, a oicTmira, caPecl Sp Uin, (or v.hich %ol u night 

Jxxx^tM 

2 In my Filimrairc (I 3S). I took from 7 dr GaltoVs Art of Tra\cl, the 
Mca of eprdhu: \MtU n. tinrct th.p nhouhler or other fit" h\ pirt of the body and 
inserting into it a precious Mono This wan immcn'icly derided by not a few 
including cnevho. ihenaxoiing man from the country", prc< tail) became a 
Cdnncl Minvacr their omniscience, ho\\e\xr, the dodge’* is 

fr^'quentl) pmctiwd 

^ Arab “’Ahtn/* a pile of stonrn, a llai? or some such landmark. Tl e 
reader wiW find them dewrdicd in *»lhc l-andof Midian," i 9S, and imsim. 
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and distraught, ^\dthout telling any of the Prince’s \dolent death. 
Such "was the case of the king’s son and the goldsmith, but as 
regards the Indian king’s daughter of whom the Prince went in 
quest and on whose account he was slain, she had been wont to 
look out from the topmost terrace of her palace and to gaze on 
the youth and on his beauty and loveliness; so she said to her 
sla\e-girl one day, “ Out on thee 1 What is become of the troops 
which were camped beside my palace ^ ” The maid replied, 
“They were the troops of the youth, son to the Persian king, 
who came to demand thee in wedlock, and weaned himself on 
thine account, but thou hadst no nith on him.” Cned the 
Princess, “ Woe to thee * Why didst thou not tell me ? ” And 
the damsel replied, “ I feared thy fur5\” Then she sought an 
audience of the king her sire and said to him, “ By Allah, I will 
go m quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should 
I not do him justice as due,” So she equipped herself and setting 
out, traversed the wastes and spent treasures till she came to 
Sistan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of 
ornaments. Now as soon as the goldsmith saw her, he knew her 
(for that the Prince had talked with him of her and had depictured 
her to him), so he questioned her of her case and she acquainted 
him vath her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his 
raiment and hove dust on his head and fell a-weeping Quoth 
she, “ Why dost thou all this ? ” And he acquainted her with 
the Prince’s case and how he was his comrade and told her 
that he \\ as dead, whereat she grieved for him and faring on to 
his father and mother, acquainted them with the case. There¬ 
upon the Prince’s father and his uncle and his mother and the 
lords of the land repaired to his grave and the Princess made 
mourning over him, ciqnng aloud She abode by the tomb a 
whole month; then she caused fetch painters and. bade them 
hmn her likeness and the portraiture of the king’s son. She also 
set down in wnting their stor^’’ and that Avhich had befallen them 
of penis and afflictions, and placed it, together ^\ 4 th the pictures, 
at the head of the grave, and after a little, the}^ departed from 
the spot. “Nor * (continued the Wazir), “is this stranger, 
O king of the age, than the storj^ of the Fuller and his Wife and 
the Trooper and what passed belvieen them.” With this the 
king bade the ^Minister hie away to his lodging, and when he 
arose m the morning, he abode his day in his house. 
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CTbc &ftjfntl) cif Ibc 

At t'\cntUit» the 1 itv^ sal in v.ontcvl ml and sendm^t for the 
Mid V} him, *‘Tetl nic the Mo:\ of the. Fullei and his 
Wih/' Tir: Minister replied, ‘‘With joy and goodly gfccl‘* 
S,"* he came hMv\ard and siid, “ Hear, O hing of the age, 

7 ;/;: TALE OF THE FULLER AXD IIIS WIFE AND 
THE TliOOPERF^ 

{!n u* \\a^ (>n<e in a city of Ih.e cHics a A\ojnenfair of fa\our, 
v,hatt, 'V t.> hAtr a l^>>pcr^^h:ht. llet imshaiu! a fuller, and 
V iun Iv WiUt out to lu^ \^ork, the trouper lu^ed to come to her 
end tarry v,iih he*' td! the tunc of the fu5!or*s lelurn, when he 
’'*ou^S ro away, Aft^ r this fishiou they ah^Jo awhde, till one 
doy ilio tioop^r caid 10 hx^ nvsir,^'v>, I mean to take me a tone* 
i.a :u ci i-e to Uih'o and tlitJ! a Saitl, i>*foulorrrnn from my house 
to ::iy Iv^w *% ami Pio thou say to ihy •spouse:—M n bath been 
ab With her luudnrd and nnv. ih*'y Inve iitnrnf'l hom their 
tjavol ; and 1 have luailc In r Imav^ litr tU in my no^plibourhood, 
:n orthr that J nuy foregather with her rit all turn * So go thou 
to In: in.itc the t:a'>pvr and oilv r him thy vrnres for sak, and 
tlr^u wait my ‘j'vier wuh him and wilt tijat she is 1 
and I am sla\ rtilhout a doubt. Now, Allah, Aliahp go to my 
diu hind and gi'.e car to tint rvhich he ‘'hrdi mv to liieed’ 
b> tho rri/f^p'T huuLdu him .a hfuK'-* ncif liand and made Uurein 
a tunnel abiuting upjn his mi^tressk , When he had 

an laupiisht d hts .affui, tile v/ift* he spoke lu i Imsbind as her 
hoer Ii.hI Ic'.a.uul !ur *md he went out to go to tlu* troapei*s 
hcaise. inn turned bid. by the wav, wluicupan Mid she to hun, 
By Aihh, i:0 at once, for my sister a^lceth of thecd* The fool 
of a full* r went out and nude for the iro house, wdiikt his 
w'lfe fo;ew<^nt him lln'tiicr In the undeTtround pisvi'^e, and gu*ng 
up, sat down bc-^ulc the ‘oidici her kman. Pu-ently, the fuller 
tTilcted and saUmd the Ito «pcr and sdarned to In', own wife and 
wan confourak‘1 at the coincidence cf the case." 'I hen, doubt 

X Mr CieuUnr nr*rt i Ckno<,u>*'(Phuui>), to “Orlan'to 

>1 "rvto*' of n^rin (the I>*‘iuhn r of the Ktn,ij of the O .tata Islc‘): to th-' 
* s %ta We^ Mvt»*r*” (“The Two DnMn'>* or “'I'he Crifi} Knijlhi of 
llan.jtrj*), to hi\ Hoot of bindilnd. p 311 a , to Ihek’s ToU-Loro 

of IuVu‘ p 3 /i (‘’Ti r Grac*^ of the HuechlofK *Tof Crane i “ Italian 
Popohr T ah >/* p n'7, and “ TheUaf»ement.“ from Purc\Sicilian colltcuon 
* In M ’n of nn|citn nee; " ' harp^ “ 

3 t <•, ih'* n-cmblancc of the suppoad mUct to lus wife Tin's n a 
arOiauik of JCannr ah/^anrln. 
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befalhng him, be returned in haste to his dwelling; but she 
preceded him by the Sardab to her chamber and donning her 
wonted clothes, sat awaiting him and said to him, ** Did I not 
bid thee go to sister and greet her husband and make friends 
^v3tll them?” Quoth he, did this, but I misdoubted of my 
affair, uhen I saw his wife” ; and quoth she, ‘*Did I not tell thee 
that she fa%oureth me and I her, and there is naught to dis- 
tinguisb between us but our clothes ? Go back to her and 
make sure.” Accordingly, of the heaimiess of his wit, he believed 
her, and returning on his ’way, went in to the trooper; but she 
had foregone him, and when he saw her by the side of her lover, 
he began looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her 
and she returned him the salam; and when she spoke he was 
clean bewildered. So the trooper asked him, aileth thee 

to be thus ? ” and he answered, This woman is my wife, and 
the speech is her speech." Then he rose in haste and, returning 
to his oum house, saw his who had preceded him by the 
secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and 
found her sitting as before; ivhercupon he was abashed in her 
presence and seating himself in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate 
and drank with him and became drunken and abode senseless ail 
that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and, the fuller’s 
hair being long and flowing, he shaved off a portion of it after the 
fashion of the Turks,^ clipped the rest short and clapped a 
Tarbush on his head. Then he thrust his feet into walking- 
boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about 
his middle a quiver tmd a bow and arrows. He also put some 
silvers in his poke, and thrust into his slee’^'e letters-patent 
addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to 
Rustam Khamartakam a monthly allowance of an hundred 
dirhams and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and 
enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. After 
which he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of 
the mosques The fuller ceased not sleeping till sunrise, 'ivhen 
he awoke and Ending himself in this plight, misdoubted of his 
affair and fanded that he was a Turk and feU a-putting one 
foot forward and dra'uang the other back. Then said he in him* 


1 Iea\’jijg a long lock upon the shaven poll is a ver}» ancient pracUce* 
N\e nna it amongst the old Eg\^puans For the Shushah or top-knot of hair, 
see yoi 1 night It is differently worn in the several regions of the Moslem 
world' the Maroccaas of the Rif countrj* grow it not on the pole but on one 
side oi the bead As a rule, how e\ er, it is cotifined to bo\ s, and is ^aved 
off at puberty. 
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** 1 v.iil t;o to rny chvcllhn;:, and if my \^ife Icnou nt<\ then atn 
I Ahtitatl ihc fuUtr; hut an ‘du* Know me not, I run a Tuilc/' So 
hcheto^^ himself to h\\ hon^e; h\tt when wife, the cvumiuft 
witih. ‘^w huu, she cried out in lus face, Kiymcf, “Whither now, 
O treorej : \Vi!t thou htisih hito tlic hou'^e of Altniad the fnlhr, 
and he a nun of repute, a i^rother^in-! ivr a I’urk, a man 

of rank wuh tlic Sultan? An thou ikinii not, I will arepnint 
my hu'ilnnd aniJ howdi rcqnUc thee th\ deed ' When he hcaid 
her (he lUcrrs of his drtnk wobbled in Ids Inrun and he 

faceted thu he was indc'. J a Turk So he went out fiom her 
and jmttiu:; hv; hand to his sUe\c, ftnmd ihtrcin a wut and (^a\c 
u to one wlio toad it to hnn. When he licard that which was 
in the rctolb hi*; nnnd was confitmed in his plnuitasy; but he 
^Sh\ to hinu'df, “ M 3 * wife nu)* b^* s^*ckintx to pu; a cheat on me; 
,**0 J will eo Id nn fillowrr the fuDeis; ;,nd if the) uco^nise 
me md, th*’n am I foi sure Khannrtakatn the Tiuk/' So he 
beto )k hifnstif to the fulh rs and wlnui tlu 3 * espied him afar olf, 
the) ihuiK;hv tint ho was really Khanvulakani or one of tin 
Ttuks, who us?d to rend their aashint^ to them wnhoul pa\nunt 
and i^l\o llu-m never a .ducr. Now* they had rompianud of 
learn nforttime to the SuUan, and lie said, “ If any one of the 
Turk; come to 3 on, pelt him with lAonvh*^* Accoidnmh', v»]ien 
th<y s;itw the fuller, thtw fell upm him with i^licks and stones 
and p'dted him ; whereupon quoth he, “ \^cnly, I am a Turk and 
1 new it not.” Tlicn he took of llie dirhams in his pouch and 
iKUidlu liim virtual for lim wa)' and hired a liackney and set out 
for Iqnhrn, !ea%nur his wife to the trooper, “ Nor,” continued 
the W‘anr, “ is tins stran,^cr than the slor 3 * of the Mcichant and 
the Crone and the Kin;:/’ The Minister’s talc pleased Kin/^ 
Shah liakht and hu heart clave to ih.c story of the merchant and 
the old woman ; ‘'o ho bade AbRahwan wuhclraw to his lodging, 
and he vrcnl away to his house and abode tlierc the nc\t day u\l 
i;c sh.ould bo summoned to the prt sencc. 


Cl lit ihfffjt of tbt ^lonilu 

\Vnr*t the e\cnmg evened, the king sal private in his chamber 
and bade fetch the Wazir, wlio presented himself before him, and 
the king required of him ihc stor)*. So the Wa^ir answered, 
•«* With love and gladness. Hear, O King, 



154 


Supplemental Nights. 


THE TALE OF THE MERCHANT, THE CRONE, AND 
THE KINCT 

There Avas oJKe a family of affluence and distinction, in a 
city of Khorasan, and the to^vnsfolk used to envy them for that 
which AHab had vouchsafed them. As time ^Yent on, their 
fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there 
remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble 
and decrepit, the to^v^s{olk succoured her not with aught, but 
thrust her forth of the city, sayjng, This old woman shall not 
neighbour with us, for that we do good to her and she requiteth 
us with ” So she took shelter in a rumed place and strangers 
used to bestow alms upon her, and in this way she tarried a Jengtli 
of time. Now the king of that city had aforetime contended for 
the lungship nith his uncle's son, and the people disliked the 
king, but Allah Almighty decreed that he should overcome 
bis cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and 
he acquainted the Wazir, who bid it not and sent him money. 
Furthermore, he fell to summoning all strangers who came to the 
town, man after man, and questioning them of their creed and 
their goods, and ivhoso ansivored him not satisfactory, he took 
his ivealth - Now a certain wealthy man of the jWosIems was 
wayfaring, without knowing aught of this, and it befell that he 
arrived at that city by night, and coming to the rum^ gai^e the 
old woman money and said to her, harm upon thee/* 

Whereupon she lifted up her voice and blessed him: so he set 
down his merchandise by her and abode with her the rest of the 
mght and the next day. Now highwaymen had followed him 
that they might rob him of his monies, but succeeded not in 
aught, therefore he vent up to the old woman and kissed her 
head and exceeded in bounty to her. Then she warned him of 
that which awaited strangers entering the town and said to him, 
I hke not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these 
questions that the Wazir hath appointed for addressing the 
ignorant.” And she expounded to him the case according to 
its conditions. then said she to him, But have thou no concern; 
only c^rry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of 


1 SaspectiDg her to be a witch because she vas old and poor The same 
was the case in Europe when these unfortunates were burned dunnr the earh 
part of the last centurj. and en now the counti^'^folic are often ready to beat 
or drown them 

2 It is not eas} to male sense of this pas-^age especially when the Wazir 
IS spoken of 
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;'tsfr5it env^nalJcnlj ^\h^!tt 1 am with thoo, T will cxpcnnul the 
10 thee/* Sn he earned the ctonc with him to the city 
and k\httd her in hh h^lirim: ami entreated hvr honmirahh. 
ru.scnlly, the Warir hoaui of the merchant's coming ; so he sent 
to lum and Inde Ining him to his home and tailed with him 
♦twlo'e cf hi*' tiavils and of what^'O had hefalleu hun theicin, and 
the nurcinnt an%wcnd his qneiies* Then said the Minister, 
•‘I will pul c^-nain rrilical questions to thee, which an thou 
anv\ir ii»e, *iwiil he well for tlicc/^ and the merchant rose and 
in ide him no aivo.cr, <“»uoth tin Warn, Wh\t the weight of 
tl:c i!i.ph iUt ? T!u' nur^ hant was jHrplexed and ictmned him 
no rtph% nnhu himself up foi lost; howt\er, at la<t he said, 
me ihrc** d IV of dcSiy/' 'I'he Min’^a<n grtUUed him 
lie tmn he i,tn:hl and he :<tu:s'?.d to Ins h*aumg and idated 
wUxi lad piv»d to the old wi^u.m, who iaid, When the 
nmr:ow’comeih, gx:) to the Wirir and siy lo him, Make a ship 
and launch it on the rea mnl put in u an < Icphaut, and when u 
In the water, mark she wlieicuntx} th ’ water nseih 
1 h^n lake out t!ie chqdr.nl and cas? in itones in its place, nil 
thii ship ‘ink to that rnrnc mark; wlieriuum tk' thou take out 
Xhci s and wnrh them and thou wilt prt'uili) know tin* 
Wi’*ghl of the ehplnntd'* Aecordingly, v.!nn he aiese m the 
mcTinng, lie \rcnt tu the W.wm and leptstSed ii> him that which 
the old woman brif] tanehs him; whereat the Minister mnr\elk <l 
am! said to him, W hat sa\cca thou of a man, wlio secth in his 
homo fcjur holes, and m each hole a \iptr ofjtrmg to sdlyont 
tq on him and shy him, and in his house are four sticks, and 
each hole ma\ not he stripped but with the ends of two sticks^ 
llow\ limn, shall he sto]) all the holus and dxdi\er himself fioni 
tlie \iper'>r*' kVhen ihenurcisaiu Imatd this, there befell him 
such concern that it garred him foigtl the fir^t and he said to th i 
Wa/m, ♦‘Grant me dcliV, so I may r<fleet on the reply**; and 
tin Minister cried, Go out, and hiing me the answ'cr, 01 I 
wdl^'cr/e tin monies/' Tiic merchant faird forth and rcturnid 
to the old woman w'ho, seeing him changed of complcMon, saul 
to him, ** What did his lioannev. ask thee ? So he acquaintcil 
her with the cats and she ciied, “Fear not; I will bring llue 
forth of this strait/* <}uolh he, “ Allah requite ihoe with WTal!'* 
Then rpioth she, “ Tn-moirow go to hint with a stout heart and 
<^xy i—q he answer to that hereof thou asiceth me is this. Put 
llie heads of two slid s into one of the holes; then take the other 

t Thi‘i IS a rtchingc of the Saralal-WocKl Merchant and tho Sliaqcrs 
Vol V, nj^hi dtjii 
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two sticks and lay them across the middle of the first two and 
stop with their two heads the second hole and with their ferrules 
the fourth hole. Then take the ferrules of the first two sticks 
and stop with them the third hole So he repaired to the 
Wazir and repeated to him the answer; and he marv^elled at its 
justness and said to him, '‘Go; by Allah; I will ask thee no 
more questions, for thou wdth thy skill marrest my foundation.^'* 
Then be treated him as a friend, and the merchant acquainted 
him uith the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the 
Wazir, “ ^^eeds must the intelligent company with the intel¬ 
ligent” Thus did .this weak uoman restore to that man his 
life and his monies on the easiest wise; “Nor,'* continued the 
Wazir, “ is this stranger than the story of the Simpleton 
Husband.” When the king heard this, he said, “How like 
it must be to this our oum case I ” Then he bade the Minister 
retire to his lodging, so he vdtbdrew and on the morrow be 
abode at home till the king should summon him to his presence. 

(ajc Hluitb of tijc ^T:antb. 

WiicM the night came, the king sat private in his chamber and 
sending after the Wazir, sought of hmi the story; and he said, 
“ Hear^ O august king, 


THE TALE OF THE SIMPLETON HUSBANDN^ 

There was once in olden time a foolish man and an ignorant, 
wdio had abounding wealth, and his wife was a beautiful ivonian 


r I lia^ e foUo\\ ed >lr Payne’s adaptation of the text as he mokes sense, 
V hilsl the Arab c does not 1 swppose that the holes are disposed cross^\Jse 
air, thy skill is so great that thou wilt undermine my aulhont)* uith 
the king 

3 This famous tale is first found in a small coUectiou of Latin fables 
fAdolphi Fabuire apud Leaser Hist Poet ^Xedu ^vi, p soo-S). beginmng 
Caucus erat ciuidam, cm pulcra virago, etc 
7 )ie date is ^315, and Caxton pnnted it m English in ^483. hence it 
adopted by Boccaccio, Hay , Novella 9, whence Chaucer’s ** ^larchauudes 
Tale ** this, by-the-by, u as translated by Pope in his sixteenth or set enfeenth 
>ear, and christened January and ^^lay ” The same story is inserted m 
La Fontaine {Contes, hb 11. No Sj, "La Gagcur& dss hois C<inmltesT with the 
normal pouner, and lastly it appears in Wieland's ** Obsron/' canto vi . where 
the Fairy ICing restores the old husband's sight, and Titania makes the 
lo%er on the pear-tree invisible kir Clouston refers me also to the Bah^r-i- 
Danush, or Prime of Ktio^Uedge (Scott's translation, vol 11,64-6$). "How 
theBri^man learned the Tirrea Bede'*; to the Tarktsh "Kirk Wazir " (Forty 

to the "ComcndiaLTdiiE.^* 
and to Barbdzan s " Fabliaux ct Contes.” t, hi, p 45?. " La Saineresse.” the 
cupping-\\ Oman ♦ 
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vcho iovcd a l^and'^oinc youth. The Cicishoo used to %vntch for 
her hut;!>aturb ab'sence :intl come to Iut. and on this wise he 
nhdCo n lon^: \^hik\ One day of (lie the woman 

closeted %\ith her hnrr, he said to hci, ‘*0 my lady nnd iny 
an thou ck'^re me and love me, give me possession 
of thy pen an and satisfy my netvl in the presence of thy 
1u‘s\nnd; othervnse I wiW never again come to thee nor draw 
near tine whde I live my hk/* Now she lovtd him with 
exceeding love and vouU not suffer Ins separation an hour 
nor could endure to angtr him; io, when she lieaid Ins words, 
erdd to him, ** Bismillah, so he it, in Allah's name, O my 
darling and couth of mme m ly h»"’ nn; hvc who would 

\cv t!ie< ' t hioth hp, ** To da) ?and (|noth she, Vc^, hy 
tliy Hfo," and made an nppointuwnl v/ith him for this. When 
licr hushind (ame homo, she smd to him, ** I want to go 
n-phnsming/* and lui ^ dd, “With ail my luaU/' bo he went, 
till lu' c. me to a gooilly ])Iace, nbnundmg in vmu'''^ and wMter, 
wdiither he carried htr and pitched her a tent hy the sule of a 
till tree; and she betook horv If to a place abrng-ido the tent 
nnd i.radc her tin re a S udab, in wdrch she hid hrr lover, 'idun 
raid ihe to her husbnml, *’ 1 want io chtnb this tree*"'; and he 
said, Do so/' So she cloinb it and v/heu she tame to the tree- 
top, she tried out and slapped licr face, ‘^n)5ng, “ O thou lecher, 
are thc^c lov’d ways 5 Thou swartst faith to me and thou 
Jiedc>l/* Ami she repealed lur speech twice nnd Ihnce. Thtn 
she came down from the tree and rent her tamient and said, 
“O lecher, an these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, 
how* dost thou when thou ;ut absent from me?** Quoth he, 
What aikth thee?** and quoth she, ** J saw thee enju} the 
woman before my very tyes.” Cried he, ** Not so, by Allah! 
Dut hold thy peace till I go up and rte.** So he clomb the tree 
and no sooner did he begin la do so then out came the lover from 
Ins hiding-placc and taking hold of the woman fell to embracing 
her. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked 
and bcdield a man possessing his wife; so he called out, O 
whore, what doings are thue?** and he made haste to come 
down from the tree to the grouruh Dut meanwhile the lover 
had icturned to his hiding-place and his wife asked him, “ What 
sawest thou?” and he answered, *‘l saw a man do an ill deed with 
ihec/' 33ut she said, ** Thou liest; thou sawest nauglit and sa>sl 
this only by way of phantasy.” 'I'he same they did lluoe sevetu! 

I In iW nurop^vu \cr^ ons ii Vi :ilua)s a |Kiar-trtc. 
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tiiii 6 Sj 3 .nd, every time lie clonili the tree the lover Ccirne up 
out of the underground place and enjoyed her, ^vhilst her 
husband looked on and she still said, ‘‘ Seest thou aught, O liar 
Yes,” would he answer, and came down in haste, but saw no 
one and she said to him, “ By my life, look and speak naught but 
sooth »” Then he cried to her, “ Arise, let us depart this place, 
for ’tis full of’Jinn and I\Iarids.^” Accordingly, they returned to 
their house and nighted there, and the man arose in the morning, 
assured that this was all but phantasy and fascination. And so 
the lover won his wicked wulk Nor, O king of the age,” con¬ 
tinued the Wazir, ‘‘ is this stranger than the story of the King 
and the Tither.” When the king heard this from the Mmister, 
he bade him go away, and he w^ent. 

STljc (iTcntJ) of tijc 

When it w^as eventide, the king summoned the Wazir and sought 
of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, Hear, 
O king, 

THE TALE OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER:' 

There w^as once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt 
in a flounshing city, abounding in good; but he ivronged its 
people and entreated them foully, so that he ruined the city; and 
he w’-as named naught else but tyrant and oppressor. Now he 
was w^ont, W’henas he heard of a violent man in another land, to 
send after him and lure him with lucre to take service wuth him; 
and there ivas a certain Tither, ivho exceeded all other Tithers 
in oppression of the people and foul dealing. So the king sent 
after him and when he stood before him, he found him a man of 
mighty fine presence and said to him, “ Thou hast been desenbed 
to me, but I see thou surpassest the description. Set out to me 
some of thy doings and sayings, so I may be dispensed therewith 
from enquiring into the whole of thy case.” Answered the other, 
‘‘ With all my heart! Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and 
people the land, whilst other than I rumeth it and peopleth it 
not ” Now the king was leaning back but presently he sat 
upright and said, ‘‘Tell me of this.” The Tither replied, “Tis 
well. I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and cozen-him 


I This supernatural agencj, ever at hand and ever credible to Easterns 
males this the most satisfactory version of the world-wide tale 
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nnd feii^n to he huMod wiih ceitam hu'^ttR^^, that I ^^ecliulc 
Jinstdf therewith frmn the people; ami meanwhile the man h 
^‘|i)ee:*cii M‘nh the hmkirt of e\U>rtlf>n, till neooht uf money h 
\i ft inm. Tht‘n I appear and tin y come m to mu and questions 
arise cnnccrnmc hnn an\l \ say:—liukinh I was ordired worse 
than this, f^r 5 omo one (may AHah cnr‘c him 1 ) hath slandered 
him to tlie Ivitm, IhcsMuly I tvihc half of iu\ la^od and return 
him the test pnh!u:l\ Infore the folk and dismiss him to Ins 
hoiico, in nil honour and worship, an/] ho f^arreth liic money 
return’d Iv^ cartied hifovu hun^ whiNl he hlv.'^seih mu and nil 
who are vnth h;m airo hlc?s me. So \s u hniitid ahroul in the 
city that I have resn^red to him his monies and he Imnself 
nolificth the hke, to the intent that he m n have a clann on 
me for the f.nour due to those who piair*' me. On this wise 
1 keip Jialf his property. Then i stem to him uH the 

year* hath pd ovtr hiin^ when I H*nd for hnn nnd lecall 
to him vmuwhai of tint vhich hath iKfdlm .Toietnne and 
require of him somesshat of muney in secn*t: aecordmi^dy h^ 
doth this and hasieneth to his house and forwaidcth %v]iat,so 
1 hid him, vith a contented heirt. Then I nd to another 
man, hilwten whom and the first is onnnty, and In) hanus upon 
him r‘nd fei^m to the other man that k is he wdio Inth slandered 
him to the 1 mg and hath lalam the half of Ins goo<l; and the 
people praise rue.^'* The King wmuicad at tln^ and at his wily 
dealing and clev^ r conlrixance and made him contioHor of all his 
affairs and of his knu:doin and the land was pkiced under lus 
go\errinncc^ and he said to him, ** Take and people."” One day, 
the Tither \unt out and mw an old man, a woodcutter, and with 
him Wfjod ; so he said to hmi, “ Ikiy a dirham litlic for thy load.” 
Ouoth tile Shaykh, **]5ehoUl, thou laiicst me and kiilest my 
fainilv**; and quoth the Taiicr, “ What ? Who kiilcth the folk?” 
And the oldster answered, “An thou let me enter the city, I 
shall there sell the load for three dirliams, wdieroof I will give thee 
one and buy with the other two silvers wdiat will support my 
family; but, an thou press me for the tithe outside the city, the 
load will .sell but for one dirham and thou will take it and I shall 


1 t ^ , nil next tmu* 

2 Ihc or Tutwr, 1$ Ttio-'t \inpopalw in the Xllc•^a^^cy as in 

Wale*? : and hv pj nt rally minis liis ill-rcpuic Talc*? concennns’ ike villany 
of tke*e cxtoilioncrs at>nun(! in i:4\pt and S>na The first *^tcp in improve¬ 
ment will l>e fo to rc;;uhlc the nikc^ that ilie peasants may not be .it thn 
mercy of Ihc^e *mnbhcan'i and sinners*Msho, however, ran pkad that they 
Iiavc paid hk;hly lor appointment to office and must recoup thenr,cUc 3 . 

3 Arab **’Ammir- caxuc to (lounsh 



i6o Supplemental Nights. 

abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this 
circumstance are like unto David and Solomon (on the twain be 
the Peace ’ “ How so ? ” asked the Tither, and the woodcutter 

answered, “Do thou hear 

THE STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON:* 

Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on 
v/hom be the Peace against some sheep-owners, whose flocks 
had come down upon their crops by night and had devoured 
them, and he bade value the crops and that the shepherds should 
make good the damage. But Solomon (on whom be the Peace 1 ) 
rose and said, “Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the 
husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they 
have recouped the value of their crops; then let the sheep return 
to their owners.** Accordingly David reversed his own decision 
and caused execute that of Solomon, yet was David no oppressor, 
but Solomon s judgment was the juster, and he showed himself 
therein better versed in jurisprudence and Holy Law.^ When 
the Tither heard the old man’s speech, he felt ruthful and said 
to him, “ O Shaykh, I make thee a gift of that which is due 
from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply 
I may get of thee gam which shall do away from me my 
wrongousness and guide me on the path of righteousness.” 
So the old man followed him, and there met him another 
with a load of wood. Quoth the Tither to him, “ Pay me that 
which thou owest me ’* ; and quoth he, “ Have patience 
with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and 
1 will sell another load of fuel and pay thee two days’ tithe.” 
But he refused him this and the Shaykh said to him, “ An 
thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt compel him quit thy 
country, because he is a stranger here and hath no domicile , and 
if he remove on account of one dirham, thou wilt forfeit of him 
three hundred and sixty dirhams a year.“ Thus wilt thou lose 
the mickle in keeping the lutle.” Quoth the Tither, “Venly® 
will I give him a dirham every month to the rent of his lodging.” 


1 Arab “ Afkah,” a better Fakih or theologian, all hloslem law being 
based upon the Koran, the Sajings (Hadis) and Doings (Sunnat) of the 
Prophet, and, lastly, the Rasm or immemorial custom of the country pro¬ 
vided that It be not opposed to the other three 

2 If the number represent the daj s in the Moslem > ear it should be 354 
{=6 months of 29 days and the rest of 30) 

3 The affirmative particle " had ’* preceding a verb in the past gives it a 
present and at times a future signification. 
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Then he went on and pic*:cntly tlicre met him a third woodcutter 
and he i^aid to hitn, Pay thy due’*; but he said, ** I ^\Jll pay 
thocadirinm, when 1 cnlu thecUy; or talc of me four damks* 
now/* Quoth the Tithcr, ** I wdl not do it/’ but the Shaykli 
^iid to bin), Take of f»i;n the four da inks presently, for Ui*; 
to take and hard to give back/* Kxebimed the Tithcr, By 
Allah ’ti’^ f;rodl ** and he aren’t' and hied on, crying out at the lop 
of Inn voice and ^a\ing, “ I ha\e no pov,cr thin day to do evil/ ’ 
'rhf n he duffed his du'sn and went fo:ih wandering at a \enturc% 
rt'p'.ntmr: unto hK Lord* ‘‘Kor*’ (continued the Warir), 
thto; story stranger than that of the Bobber who bo]ic\cd the 
Woman and sou^;ht refuge with Allali against falling ui wath In: 
like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for licrself/’ When the 
king heard this, he s'^id to him^iclf, Since the Tiihcr repented, 
in cons^apjenrt of the woodcuitcrV* waintngs, it Ixhoreth I leave 
this Waair on life so I may hear the stuty of tiic Robber and the 
Woman*’* And he bade AI-R*ahnan return to his lodging* 

(Tig Cicl'tntb *nirj!}t of t!jc :^R.rdh. 

Whcn* the evening c.amc and the king line! taken his sent, he 
^ummoTval the Waeir and require cl of him the stora* of the 
Uobbir .and the Wtunam QufUh the Ministei, ** Hear, O kirg^. 


THE TALE OF THE ROnnER A^^D 7HE IVOMANT 

A certain KodIkt was a cunning worlrman and tiscd not 
to steal ;iughi, till he had wasted all that was with him ; 
mon‘*oiLr, he nni from luv ndghbours, neither rompnnird 

with any of the ihiiWts, for har lest ^'orne one should bctra\ 
him. and his crue become pubhc. After tins fashion he abode 
a great while, in flourishing condition, and his secret was 
concealed, till Abnighi} .Miah decreed that he broliC in upon 
a beggar, a poor man whom lu* (lecmcd ricli, Wlien he gamed 
.icce^s to the house, ho found nauglit, whcicat he w^as wroth, 
ami necessity prfunpted him to wvtl'c that man, who lay aslotp 
alongside of his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 
“Show me thy ireaMiro.” Xow he liad no tuasure to show ; 


1 A dntul, ihs 1'^ r . ui “ js oiu‘ ah of a d’TM un. 1 1 , nt>iut o o 

p any n nnUu t \m ^ ^ . 

j It wouM mjyht’l) uckU nn ra^tim auJu'ncc to ncai of a Tiiher b''..vg 
unabk tn <lo an> po anv^'unt of \ illar.>, 

\ 0 I l\. f- 
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but the Robber believed him not and was instant upon him 
with threats and blous. When he saw that he got no profit 
of him, he said to him, Swear by the oath of divorce* from 
thy vvnfe that thou hast nothing.” So he svvare and his wife 
said to him, *<Fie on tbee! Wilt thou divorce me ? Is not the 
hoard buried in yonder chamber ? ” Then she turned to the 
Robber and conjured him to be weightier of blows upon her 
husband, tdl he should deliv^er to him the treasure, anent which 
he had forsworn himself. So he drubbed him with a gnev^ous 
drubbing, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she 
signed to him that the hoard was and that he should take it up. 
So the Robber entered, he and the husband; and when they were 
both in the chamber, she loclced on them the door, which was a 
stout and strong, and said to the Robber, “ Woe to thee, O fool I 
Thou hast fallen into the trap and now I have but to cry out 
and the officers of police will come and take thee and thou wait 
lose thy life, O Satan 1” Quoth he, “Let me go forth; and 
quoth she, “Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in tby 
hand is a knife, and I am afraid of thee-*^ He cried, “ Take the 
knife from me.” So she took it and said to her husband, “Art 
thou a woman and he a man ? Pain his neck^nape with tunding, 
even as he tunded tbee; and^ if he put out his hand to thee, I 
will cry out a single cry and the policeman wall come and take 
bun and hew^ him in two.” So the husband said to him, “ 0 
thousand-homed,- O dog, O dodger, I owe tbee a deposit® wffierefor 
thou hast dunned me.” And he fell to bashing him grievously 
with a stick of holm-oak/ whilst he called out to the woman for 
help and prayed her to deliver him : but she said, “ Keep thy 
place till the morning, and thou shalt see queer things.” And her 
husband beat him within the chamber, till he killed'^ him and be 
swooned away. Then he left beating him and w hen the Robber 
came to himself, the woman said to her husband, “ O man, this 
house is on hire and we ow^e its owners much money, and we 
have naught; so how w^ilt thou do ? ” And she w’cnt on to be- 


II?, the oath of In pie divorce which is, I have said, irrevocable, and 
the divorcee ina} not be talen agam b} her husband till her mamagewith 
another man (the ^Mustahiil of The Nights) has been consummated See 
voi 111 mghtcchd 

2 r r . thousandfold cucbold 

3 -^ab Wadi ah y«the blows which the Robber had given him 

A (from the Persian) gen used for the holro-oah, 

termed ile^. or native oak, and forming on 

and ^ vaneties of Qiurais, as the Malioi 

and the Ballut, see Unexplored SvTia. i 6S 
5 HibermcL 
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$pcak him lhu?» The Rohher askcil, And what is the amount 
of the lent?"' The hu«;band answered, “Twill be eighty 
dirhams”: and the thief said, “I wall pay this for thee and 
do thou let me go my way/’ Then the wnfe cmjuirod, “0 man, 
how much doweowc the baher and the grcongiocei ?Quoth 
the Robber, “What h the sum of this?"' And the husband 
said, “ Sixty dirhams/' Rejoined the other, “ That makes two 
hundred dirhams; let me go my W4ay and I will pay them." But 
the wife said, “ O my dear, and the girl groweth up and needs 
must we many he: and equip her and do what rise is needful/ 
So the Koldwr raid to the hvisband, “Ilow much dost thou 
xvant ? " and he rejoined, “An hundicd dirhams in a modest 
wav/" Quoth the Koblnir, “Thai mal-clh three hundred 
dirham^/' Then Ih.c woman said, “O my dear, when the girl 
is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal 
nnd fircwrod and other iu.ee s'^aries/' The Kcibbei asked, 
“What wouldst thou have?" And sh<' answered, “An 
hundred diiham*^/’ Here-joined, “BcU four hundred dirhams/’ 
And she continued, “ 0 my dear and O co<dih of mine c>cs, 
needs must huMiand have c.ap.ial m hand,' wherewith he 
may buy goods and open him u shop/' Said he, “ I low much 
will that be ? " And she, “ An hundred dirhams/’ Quoth, 
the Robber, “That maketh five himdrcd dirhams; I will pay 
it; but may I tic tnply divorced from my wife if all my 
possessions amount to more than this, and tliey be the s<a\ings 
of twenty vc.irsl Let me go my way, so I may deliver them 
to thee/’ Cried she, “O fool, how shall 1 let llioe go thy waay ? 
Utterly impossible! Lc pleased to gixe me :i right token/" 
So he gave her a token for his wife and she cried out to her 
young d.aughtcr and said to her, “ Keep ilii.s door." Then 
she ch.argcd her husband to watch over the Robber, till she 
should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with hi<^ 
ease and told her that her husband the thief had been t.ikvn and 
had compounded for his release, at the price of se\en hundreo 
dirhams, and named to her the token. Accordingly, she gave her 
the xnoncy and she took it and returned to her house. By this 
time, the dawn had dawmed ; so ^he Jet the thief go his wMy, and 
w’hcn he went out, she said to him, “ O my dear, when shall I see 

j lal “In the of inoclcnUion'* at Icist, at tlic most moderate 

reckonini? . . , ,, , 

2 Aiah the \ul S>nan am! L^jpuan form of Kuis ai- 

m.1l«Mod *m-trail c ... , r 

3 U^iiahy a rmg or ^-omciUmK from lua person to sliow that all wa*; fair 
p!ny, here, howeser, U wa^i a w.atchword. 


t. 2 
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thee come and take the treasure And he, indebted one,' 
when thou needest other seven hundred dirhams, wherewith to 
amend thy case and that of thy children and to pay thy debts.*' 
And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her 
“ Nor,** continued the Wazir, “is this stranger than the story of 
the Thiee Men and our Lord Isa.** So the king bade him hie to 
his o\\ a home. 


(t{)r CTUicIU!) of tf)t 

WiiCN it was eventide, the king summoned the Minister and 
bade him tell the promised tale. He replied, “Hearing and 
obeying. Give ear, O glorious king, to 


THE TALE OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD ISAP 

Three men once went out questing treasure and came 
upon a nugget of gold, weighing fifty rnaunds.^ When they 
saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and carried it till 
they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, “Let 
us sit in the cathedral-mosque,® whilst one of us shall go 
and buy us what we may eat.” So they sat dovn in the 
mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When 
he came therein, his soul prompted him to false his two fellows 
and get the gold to himself alone. Accordingly, he bought 
food and poisoned it. but, when he returned to his comrades, 
they sprang upon him and slew him, in order that they might 


I Arab * ‘Ya Mad\ubah,” prob a clerical error for “Madyunah," alluding 
^ her man} debts yhich he had paid Here, however, I suspect the truly 
Egyptian term '* Ya ^lanyukah I ’* a delicate term of depreciation uhich may 
^ heard a dozen times a day in the streets of Cairo It has also a masculine 
form, *• Ya I^Ian}uk 1 ” 

ar ^ ~ 100 lb IMr Sayce (Comparative Philol p 210) owns that 

. n IS old Egyptian but makes it a loan from the ** Semites.” like Sus (horse). 
iP^^ce), Sepet (lip) and Murcabutha (chariot), and goes to its ongin in 
column, because -it is not found before the times when the 
Palestine” But surely it is premature to 
dates of ^^ords"lnEg°5pUM''” scT much still to learn concerning the 

anDafenr'’Tit'fi .1, anachronism, lihe manj of the same kind, is onl> 
dlst-insatioJ ^ preached by Sajudna Isa was the Islam of his day and 
mS^of abrogated by the 

should hold to be miro! fher^oie logical to apply to it terms which Me 

t^rdromcurtain n? ‘o paint 

Omar and the i' ^^•racle-pla) " with the mosque of 

mechanicals of the \ illwrp r ^ ^'“®bly represented this fact to the 

e\er\ decade but perfcrmance brings them in so large a sum 
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enjoy l!ic itold Vithonl him, '3’htn tliey nto of the pui<;one<l 
food and died, and tlie (^o!d lay c-ust dov.n oxer against them. 
Presently bin MnryMm {on xxhom be the Peace !) parsed by 
and seeing this besought Allah Almighty for tidings of their 
Cssse; so He told him whal had betulul them, x\ In real great xxar. 
Ins surprise and he idalcd to his distiplc*;* v,hat he had seen. 
Quoth one of them, ** O Spirit of Allah,* nanrht rc^emhliih this 
but my own advonturo.*’ Ouoth Ka, ** How so?’ and the other 
began to lei! 


7///: nisciPLK's s/oKV. 

Once 1 v.as in such a citv, where I 1ml a thoir^and dirhams 
in a nmm^vtcry. After a wade, I wont thither anci Uhmg th( 
money, boumi it about my waist. Then I ret out to return and 
when ! came to the Snhar.c-wastc, the carrying of tlic money xxas 
heavy upon me. Prc^'eutly, I espied a horseman jnislung on after 
mo ; r-o 1 waited till he came up and said to hnn, “ O rider, carry 
this money for me and earn rexvard and recompense in Heaven ’* 
Said lie, *' Ko, I v.dtl not do it, for 1 should lire myself and lire 
uiu my horse/' Then he went on but, before he hmigone far, he 
said in his mind, An 1 take up the money and put my steed to 
speed and dcxancc him, how shall he oxortabe me ? And I aKo 
said in my mind, ** Verily, I eared ; for, had lu* taken the money 
and made off, what could 1 have done?*' 'Fhen he turned back 
to me and cried to me, ** Hand oxer the money, (hat 1 may c.trry 
it for thee,” But 1 rephed to him, ** That which hath occuired 
to thy mind hath occurred to mine abo; so go thou and go 
safe.” Quoth Isa {on whom be the Peace)), “Had these done 
prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but the} 
unheeded the issues of events; for (hat wdioso actoth cautiously 
IS safe and uinneth his wish, and xvhoso ncglcctclh precaution is 
lost and rcpentelh/” “Nor/* continued the Warir, “is this 


T Arab. ** T.iHanVah/' pJnr of Tjlmi;:r, a cle ctjiU% a >ourg atienclanl 7 lie 
\%ord IS S>riac and there is a I kb root 'Xlh hut no Arib-c In 

the Diirral akGha\%w,V. however, Tdmiz, and smular words arc Viable 

jn the form of V./Ul and mil 

2 Kuh Allnli* ht ex breath of Allah, attending to the nuraculona concep¬ 
tion according to the Moslcnv., Sccvol iv night cccchni 

3 Kcidcrs will kuull} pronounce this word Sahr 1 ,y not SahAnf 

Mr. Clouston refers for analogies to this talc to his “ Oriental Sources 
of ^omG of Chaticcr'a Tales ** (Kolci and Queries, 1S85-S6), and he finds the 
original of The Pardoner’s Talc in one of the JfUalas or Biuldist Birth-stonus 
entitled Vedabbha Jat.ika The story is spread orcr ah j:aropc , in the Cento 
Novelle Antichc, Morllni; Hans Sachs, etc And there arc many Eastern 
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stranger or rarer than the story of the ICing, 'whose kingdom 
was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, 
possessing not a single dirham/* When the king heard this, he 
said in himself, How lil^e is this to my own story in the matter 
of the i\Iimster and his slaughter * Had I not used deliberation, 
I had done him dead/^ And he bade AhRahwan hie to his own 
home. 


GTIjr (ii.!)irtrrnt5 illinfbt t»f fHontI). 

When the evening evened, the king sent for the Wazir to his 
sitting-chamber and bade him tell the promised tale. So he said, 
“ Hearkening and obedience They relate, O Icing, 

THE TALE OF THE DETHRONED RULER WHOSE 
REIGN AND WEALTH WERE RESTORED TO HIMT 

There was once, in a city of the cities of Al-Hmd, a just king 
and a beneficent, and he had a Wazir, a man of understanding, 
upnght in his rede, and praiseworthy in his policy, a Minister in 
whose hand was the handling of all the affairs of the realm ; for 
he was firmly based on the Sultan’s favour and high xn esteem 
vith the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and 
entrusted himself to him in all his transactions, by reason of his 
excellent management of the lieges, and he had guards^ who were 
content with him and grateful to him. Now that king had a 
brother, who envied him and would hef have taken his place; 
and when he was a-weary of looking for his death and the term 
of his life seemed distant, he took counsel with certain of his par¬ 
tisans and they said, “The !Mmister is the monarch’s counsellor 
and but for this Wazir the Icing were kingdomless,'* So the 
pretender cast about for the mm of the defender, but could find 
AO means of furthenng his design; and when the affair grew 
longsome upon him, he said to his wife, “ What deemest thou 
ivillgar us gam herein?” “What is it?” “ I mean in the 
matter of yonder hlimster, who inciteth my brother to worship 
ivith all his might and biddeth him unto devoutness, and indeed 
the king doteth upon his counsel and stablisheth him governor 

\ersions, f . a Persian by Farid al-Din *' 'Attar** who died at a great age in 
A D 127S; an Arabic \ersion in The Orientalist (Kandj, 1884), a Tibetan in 
Rollston’s Tibetan Tales ; a Kashmirian m Knowles' Diet of ICashmiri Pro- 
% erbs, etc , etc , etc 

I Arab ‘Awan *' lit = suds, helpers, the "Ann of the Tmn** has often 
occurred 
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of all monies; and matters/' ** True; but how shall we devise 
v.ith him?*' ** I ha%c a dmicc, so thou wilt help me in that 
which I shxll $ay to thee.” **Thou shall 1n\c my iiclp in what¬ 
soever thou dcsjrest/’ ** 1 mean to iHij him a pit m the vestibule 
and conceal it artfully/* Accordingly, lie did this, and wdien it 
was m'uht, he coveted the pit with a light covering, so tiiat, when 
the W.irir trod upon it, it Avould give way under his tread. Then 
lie s(nt to him and summoned him to the Court in the king's 
nanu , and the eager bade Imn enter by the private wicket¬ 
way. So he came in alone, and wlvn he stepp^’d upon the 
coxcring of the pit, it caved in with him and he fell to the 
lK)tto:n; when upon the king's brotlur foil to pelting him with 
stmies. When the Mini.^tcr beh.eld wdiat had bettded him he 
give himMlf up for lost; so he stirred not for a while andlay 
still. The Pnnee, seeing him make no sign, dtemed him dead; 
fo he took him forth and wrapping him up in his lobes, cast him 
into the surges of the sea in the middle night. Wluui the Wazir 
felt the x\atcr, he ;nvo]:o from ih* and nxain for an hour or 

so, till ix ship passed by him, whereupon lie shouted to tlie sailors 
and they took him up, Noiv when the morning morrowed, the 
people Went seeking for him, but found him not : and the king 
learning this, was perplexed concerning ins affan and abode 
unknowing wliat^o he rdiould do. 'J'hen lie sought for a 
Minister to stand in his itcad, and the king's broiiier said, 

I have for Wku'ir an ciTiciom man/’ Svdd the king, ** Bring 
him to me/’ So he brought him a mm, wliom he set at 
the liead of affairs; hut he seirod upon the Kingdom and threw 
the king in fetters and made his brotlur king m heu of him. 
The new ruler gave himrclf up to all manner of frowardness, 
whereat the folk murmured and Ins Ministir said to him, ** I fear 
h;-t tlic II Indians take the old king and rcstoie him to the king- 
vinp and w*c both come to ruin ; so, if xvc sei^e him and cast 
him into the sea, v/c shall be at rest from him, and w»c will 
pubihh among the folk that he is dead/* And they, agreeing 
upjii this, tt)ok him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him 
in. When he felt the Y»atcr, he slaick out, and ceased not swim¬ 
ming till he landed upon an island, wdicrc he lamed five days 
finding nothing which he might eat or dnnk; but, on the sixth 
day, wdien he despaired of his life, behold, there passed a ship; so 
he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and 
fared on xvith him to an inhabited country, xvhcie they set him 
ashore, mother-naked ns he was. There, seeing a man seeding, 
he sought guidance of him and the husbandman asked, “ Art thou 
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A foreigner ? *’ Yes/’ answered the king, and sat with him and 
they talked. The peasant found him clever and quick-%Mtted and 
said to him, “ An thou beheld a comrade of mine, thou uouldst 
see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy 
case, and he is at this present my friend.” Quoth the king, 
Venly, thou makest me long to look at him. Canst thou not 
bnng us together, me and him ? ” Quoth the husbandman, 
With joy and goodly gree” ; and the king sat with him till he 
had made an end of his seeding, when he carried him to his home¬ 
stead and brought him in company with the other stranger, and 
behold It was his W’azir. When each saw other, the twain \vept 
and embraced, and the soiver wept for their weeping; but the 
king hid then affair and said to him, “ This man is from my 
mother-land and he is as my brother.” So they homed %vith the 
husbandman and helped him for a hire, 'wherewith they supported 
themselves a long spell. Meanwhile, they sought neivs of their 
patnal stead and learned that which its people suffered of 
straitness and se\ erity. One day there came a ship and in it a 
merchant from their ow n country, w ho knew them and rejoiced 
in them with joy exceeding and clad them in goodly clothing. 
He also acquainted them wuth the manner of the treachery that 
had been practised upon them, and counselled them to return 
to their owm land, they and he w^ith wdiom they had made 
friends,^ assuring them that Almighty Allah would restore them 
to their former rank. So the king returned and the folk joined 
themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his Wazir 
and took them and threw’' them into jail. Then he sat dowm 
again upon the tin one of his kingship, w^hilst the Minister 
stood between his hands and they returned to their former 
estate, but they had naught of w’orldly wealth. Presently the 
king said to his Wazir, “ How shall we continue tarrying m 
this city, and we thus poorly conditioned?” and he answ^ered, 
Be at thine ease and have no concern,” Then he singled out 
one of the soldieis-and said to him, “Send us thy service® for 
* the year ” Now there w’ere in the city fifty thousand subjects^ 
and in the hamlets and villages ® a like number ; and the J^Iimster 
sent to each of these, sa}ing, “ Let each and evet}^ of 3 ’ou get 

I ? f , the peasant 

“ *5 »sending on the usual feudal tenure, and bound to suit and 
ser\ ice for their fiefs 

3 j f , the } earb ^ alue of his fief 

4 * f , men ho paid taxes 

5 Arab “Rasatik” plur of Rustak See vol, v. night dcxxxiv. 



7\-c 'TiXt* i\f fh ^f^ln Oxxitu^n sfav hitn 169 

:in Cvtft ?*'t St tindtT n hen/' They did this and it was neither 
instill n nor f;n‘n itscc to them; and when twenty dajs had passed 
hy. each e];q was hatched, atsd the Warsr hade them past the 
ehichesi*-, male with female, and rear tlscrn w*clh They dul 
accmdm'dy and it wms found a charfjo unto no one Then they 
wasted foi thnss awhile and .after this the Minister a*;kcd of the 
iduchcns and w\as answered that they were hLCome fowls, 
Fustheimotc, they hon)i:}jt him all their and he bade set 
ihtm; and aft^r twenty da\s there were hatched from each pair 
of tin m thirty or five^nnd'tweiUy or fifteen rhidccns at the least, 
"fhe \Va*u bule note against each man the number of chichcns 
v.luch p‘rtamed la him. and after two months, he look the old 
pirtlet*' and the cockculs, and there came to him from each 
m'^n s noe half n score, and he left the }ounj:^ parilcts with them. 
T\< n so he *-cnt to the countt*}* folk and let ilse cocks remain wdth 
thim. Thus Iso him wdude broods of youiift poultry and np- 
p^opsiate<l to him^adf the rale of the fowls, and on thiswise he 
i^uned fo: him, m the cmir'^c of a Near, that which the Idnc^Iy 
<‘“tatc required of the Kim:, and his affairs were tet liirht for him 
by the cunnincj conttivaacc of the Minister. And he c.mscd the 
country to thrnc and derli justly hy bis subjects and returned 
to them all that he took fiom them and lived a grateful and 
prosperous life. Thus rich! counsel and prudence are better than 
wisaUh, for that undcistandmg piofitcth at all times and seasons. 

Xor/’ continued the Wa^-ir, “is this stranger than the story of 
the Man whose niUion slew* him." When the king heard the 
words of his Warir, he w'ondcred wdth the uttermost wonder and 
bade him retire to ins lodging. 

Clif Xctirtffnth of tljc ^lonrK 

Wnns the Minister leturned to the presence, the king sought 
of him the stoiy of the Man whose caution slew* him, and he 
faul, “Hear, O auspicious King, 

THE TALE OF THE MAN WJIOSE CAUTION 
SLEW JIIMT 

There w'as once a man who wms cautious exceedingly con¬ 
cerning him<^clf, and he out one day on a journey to a land 
abounding in wild b^'asls. 'i'he cara\an wdiercwnth he fared 
came by niglit to the gale of a city; hut the wxarders would not 
open to them, for thcic were lions there; so they mghted without 
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the walls. Now that man, of the excess of his caution, could not 
determine a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of 
the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty 
stead wherein he might he At last, as there Avas a ruined 
building hard by, he climbed up on to a high Avail and ceased 
not clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, 
till his feet betiayed him and be slipped and fell to the bottom 
and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning safe and 
sound. Now, had he overmastered his Avrongous rede and had 
he submitted himself to Fate and Fortune, it had been safer and 
better for him; but he made light of the folk and belittled their 
wit and was not content to take example by them, for his soul 
whispered him that he was a man of wits and he fancied that, an 
he abode wnth them, he aaouW perish ; so his folly cast him into 
perdition. ‘‘Nor,'’ continued the Wazir, “is this stranger than 
the story of the ivlan who uas laAUsh of his house and hxs pro¬ 
vision to one he knew not.'" When the King heard this, he said, 
“ I wall not separate myself from the foUv and slay my ^limster/’ 
And he bade him hie to his own house. 

®jc of tjic 

When the evening evened, the King bade fetch the Wazir and 
required of him the story. So he said, “ Hear, O I^iig, 

THE TALE OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF 

HIS HOUSE AND HIS PROVISION TO ONE WHOM 

HE KNEW NOT}^^ 

There Avas once an Arab of high rank and noble presence, 
a model of magnanimity and exalted generosity, and he had 
brethren, wnth Avhoin he consorted and caroused, and they Ai'ere 
Avont to assemble by rotation at one another's homes. When it 
came to his turn, he gat ready m his house all manner goodly 
meats and pleasant and dainty drinks and the fairest flow'ers and 
the finest fruits, and he provided all kinds of instruments of music 
and store of Avondrous dictes and marv^ellous stories and pleasant 
instances and histones and witty anecdotes and verses and Avhat 
not else, for there Avas none among those with wdiom he was 
wont to company but enjoyed this in every goodly fashion, and the 

t This adventure is a rechauffe of Amjad's adventure (vol hi nieht 
ccxxxi) uabout, however, its tragic catastrophe ® 
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anctUuumrn he ht^i] provitk\l contained all whereof each had 
ncfvh Then he *a!ticc{ forth in quest of hi*? friends* and went 
ro\itn5 nlvoiit th»' city, so ho nii^ht a^^setnhlc them; hut found none 
of them at home. Xq\% in that town was a n\nu of pleasant con- 
vor.-aihm and i^onurosiu, a merchant of condition, \ounj; of 
years and Inijtht of btic, who had come to that place funn his 
ovn country with mcrcfnndkc in {:Ttat store and wealth f^alore* 
lie tool: up his abode thrrrm and the town wa^ plea^mt lu hint 
and he was larj^e in h\ Wun^, *0 that he came to the end of all 
\\\> wealth and ilure rennined in his hand n:uu:;ht ‘^ivc what was 
upon him of raimcttl. So he left the lotlging which had homed 
him \t\ the d.xyii cd Irs prosperity; after ho had wast< d that which 
%vas therein (d furniture, and fell to firdm^ refu^te in the houses 
of the Kwvnsfolk from mehl to ni^lu. One day, as he went 
wand‘ line about the street!, ho beheld a woman of the uttermost 
beauty and lovtliu’^ss, and what he saw of her charms ama*/cd 
him and thfic hipjcncd to him what made him forj;ei his sorr> 
plJciht. She accosted hmi and jested with Inm and he besought 
her of union and intimaej ; so slu ermscuted to Uus and said to 
him, Let us go to iliy lodging/^ Herewith he repented and 
was fv^tplixcd concerning hh proredure and grieved for that 
w'hich must esenp^i him of her company by reason o^ thestraUness 
of his hand, for that he Isid not a whit of spcmling-moncy. But 
he v/a*- ashamed to say ** after he had sued and wooed her, 
vriicreforc he wont on before her, bethinKmg him liow' he should 
rid himself of her and sctl>mg some excuse wdnch ho might put 
off on her, and ga%e not over going from stiect to street, till he 
entered one that had no .ssue and saw, at the farther end, a 
door, w'hf rum was a pulloch Then said he to her, thou 
ouire me, for my iad hath locke‘d the door and how shall we 
opt n it ? Said she, ** O my lord, the padlock is v/oi th only sonu* 
ten dirhams*'; and presently she tucked up her slee\cs from 
foo^-arms au they were crystal and lalving a stone, smote the 
p uUock and broke it; und, opening the door, said to him, Enter, 
O my lcitcl.‘* Accordingly he went in, committing his affair to 
Allah (to whom belong Honour and Glory I), and she entered after 
hun and locked the door from within. They found them'^clvcs 
in a plc<\sant house, collecting all good and gladness, and 
the young man fared forwards, till he came to the sitting- 
chamber, and, behold, it w»as furnishod wnth the finest of furmture 
as bath before been set outd lie seated himself and leant upon 


1 The text w to concise a*i to l>c enigmatical The house was finclj 
furnished for a feast, as it belonged to the Man who was lavish, etc 
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a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and doffed it. 
Then she threw off her hea^7 outer clothes till she was clad in 
ihe thinnest which showed her charms, whereupon the young 
man embraced her and kissed her and enjo 3 ^ed her; after which 
they ashed with the Ghusl-abhition and returned to their place 
and he said to her, “ Know that I have little knowledge of what 
goeth on in my own house, for that I trust to my serv’^ant: so 
arise thou and see nhat the lad hath made ready in the kitchen.” 
\ccordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw 
cooking pots over the lire, wherein were all manner of dainty 
Mands, and firsts-bread^ and fresh almond cakes.^ So she set 
bread on a dish and ladled out what she would from the pots 
and brought it to him. They ate and drank and played and made 
merry a while of the day, and as they were thus engaged, 
suddenly up came the master of the house, with his friends, 
whom he bad brought with him, that they might converse 
together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked a 
light knock, sa 3 ung to his compan 3 % “ Have patience with me, 
for some of my family are come to \’isit me: wherefore excuse 
belongeth first to Allah AImight 3 % and then to you.®” So they 
farewelled him and fared their wa 3 ^s, whilst he rapped another 
light rap at the door. When the young man heard this, he 
changed colour and the woman said to him, jMethmks th 3 ' 
lad hath returned” He answered, ‘‘Yes”; and she arose and 
opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 
“ Where hast thou been ? Indeed, thy master is angr 3 ’ with 
thee ? ” and he said, “ O my lady, I have not been save about 
his business,” Then he girt his waist \\ith a kerchief and 
entenng, saluted the 3 " 0 ung merchant, who said to him, “Where 
hast thou been ^ ” Quoth he, “ I have done thine errands” ; and 
quoth the youth, “ Go and eat and come hither and dnnk.” So 
he went away, as he bade him, and ate; then he washed hands 
and returning to the sitting-room, sat down on the carpet and fell 
to tallang with them; whereupon the 3 mung merchant’s heart was 
heartened and his breast broadened and he applied himself to 
pleasure. They were in all joyance of life and the most abounding 
pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the house- 


1 Arab “ Khubz Samizthe latter is the Arabisation of the Pers Sam'ul 

fine \\hite bread, simnel. Germ semmeL * 

2 The text has " BaLuIat *’=pot-herbs, bat it is probably a clerical error 
for **Bakla\\at»*’ Seexol u night cx\i 

3 Eg>pUan 4 ihe he at once calls upon Allah to witness ahe and his excuse 
would be that the lie was well-intentioned. 
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mnslor nnd spr< ailing them n bctl. invited them to take their 
icn* So they laydown and the youth w‘ide uwaKe, pondenn*; 
their iitTair till daybreak, when ilie woman roused herself from 
sleep nnci said to her companion, 1 wish to go/* He farcwelkd 
her and she depat led t wheicupun the tnastcr of the house followed 
her with a putse of ?iher and gave it to her, sa>mg, Blame 
not my lord/* nnd mivlc lus excuse to her for his master. Thin 
he returned to the yin::h and said to him, “Arise and conm 
to the Hammam***; and he fell to shampvjoing his hands and 
fot* whild the Noxith called down blessings on him and '^aid, “O 
my lord, who art thou? ?>lcilnnKs ihcic is not m the woild the 
like of thee ; no, nor a p]ca*?anter m thy dxnpnsilion/* Then each 
of the twain *icqu:untcd the otiur witlx his case and condition 
and they wont to the bath ; after which the mastci of the hous»: 
ompircd the % wmg meiclnut to roiuni wdlh him and summoned 
his fnend^^. So they ate and drank and he told ihtm the tale, 
wltercfoic they thanked Iht houseanastcr nnd praised liim; nnd 
their fnond hip wsas compktc while the Nonng mnehnnt abode 
in the town, till Allah made lasy to him n mcansof travel, whero 
upon they farewelkd him and he departed; and tins K the end <d 
hU ink. “ KotT continued tlie \Va/ar, “ O J'ing of the ago, is 
this sit.iugtr tlinn the stoiy of the Kkhnrd who lost his wealth 
and hk wnt/* When the king hoard the Mmisler’s story, tt 
pleased linn and he bade him hie to hw honv\ 

Or ^ntreatf) n;tiht cf tfic 

Whin the evening ovfned, the King sat in Ins sHting-chnmbtr 
and tending for his Wa/ir, hade him rchtc (ho story of the 
Wealthy Man wdio lost his wealth and his wit. So he saul, 
“Hear, O King, 

7//£ TALI£ OF TUh :^lELASaiUU^l AXD THE 
^UARFERd^' 

There once a Kichard bight *Ajlan, the Hasty, who 

uvisied Ins waaUh, and concern and chagrin gat the mastery of 
him, so that he \v cune a Metanclnlist^ ami fjst his wu. There 

1 t r , ttic p-nair tojaih) which m M <la)H even |;iarU house pa^sts^cU 

2 Tlir. V a fancy tith, hat M the t.Ue bailor thni thU in th<* le\l 

t^j)* "Tb Uicliartl vha loU In-i x\taUh nuU lu V wus'' Mi Cfoiuton 

icfcrn lo i.)mil ir stone, in Sacd/nli and otln r early luUan novelists 

3 \rab “ AbMu\sa>v,hfor *'\Visv,as" c \(d i lUKhi \r Tluscla*?. 
td imn III sion<,. laV*.* ihe place of out “cunning uhot/' and i5 often coa- 
founded nsUU the Saudawi, the mclauchohbt propar. 
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remained with him of his monies about twenty dinars and he used 
to beg alms of the folk, and whatso they gave him in charity he 
would gather together and add to the gold pieces that were left 
him. Now there was in that town a Sharper, who made his 
li\dng by roguery, and he knew that the Melancholist had some¬ 
what of money; so he fell to spying upon him and ceased not 
watching him till he saw him put into an earthen pot that which 
he had ^\lth him of silvers and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat 
dowm, as if to make water, and dug a hole, wherein he laid the 
pot and covenng it up, smoothed the ground as it had been. 
Then he went a\\ay and the Sharper came and taking what was 
in the pot, restored it to its former place. Presently ’Ajian 
returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it 
not; so he bethought him of who had followed him and remem¬ 
bered that he had found that Sharper assiduous in sitting with 
him and questioning him. So he went in search of him, assured 
that he had taken the pot, and gave not over loolcing for him till 
he saw him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the Sharper 
saw him. Then the Melancholist stood ^Mthln earshot and 
muttered^ to himself and said, “ In the pot are sixty ducats and 
I have Avith me other twenty in such a place and to-day I will 
unite the whole in the pot.” When the Sharper heard him say 
this to himself, muttering and mumbling, repealing and blunder¬ 
ing m his speech, he repented him of having taken the sequins 
and said, ** He will presently return to the pot“ and find it empty; 
wherefore that for which I am on the look-out nill escape me; 
and meseemeth ’twere best I replace the dinars, so he may see 
them and leave all which is with him in the pot, and I can take 
the whole ” Now he feared to return to the pot at once, lest 
the klelancholist should follow him to the place and find nothing 
and on this wise his arrangements be marred ; so he said to him, 
“ O ’Ajlan,® I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread 
vith me.” Thereupon the Melancholist went with him to his 
quarters and he seated him there and going to the market, sold 
somew^hat of his clothes and pawned somewdiat from his house 
and bought the best of food. Then he betook himself to the ruin 
and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again, after w’hich 
he returned to his lodging and gave the klelancholist to eat 
and dnnk, and they w^ent out together. The Sharper w^alked 

1 Arab ** Hamhama,” an onomapceic, like a hum, hem, and haw 

2 Arab *' Barnuah,” a \essel either of glass or pottery hke that in which 
the manna was collected (E\od 33) 

3 =A hast;^ man, as Gha2ban = an angiy man. 
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n\vAy nnd hid himself, lost his should ^oc him, 'i\hilst 

'Ajbn loptirod to hi.*; hidinc:-ph«cc unci tnolc the pot* pK*^en(ly, 
the Sharper rotiuntd to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he 
titomed he *^hcmld get, nnd dug in the place, hut found naught 
and hnc%v that the Mdnnchnliht had out^^ittcd him. So he began 
b‘tfctiing his face for regret, and fell to foiiowing the other 
whitlKisa he wont, to the intent that he might win what wvis 
with him, but he failed in this, because the Mclanchohst hnew 
what was in his mind and was assured that he spied upon him; 
Ma he 1 <"pt watch <wc*r hinwcif. Xow’, had the Sharper considered 
the con tqtkuccs of haste and that wdiich is begotten of loss 
ibettfiom. he had not doin' on 'auh wi'^c. ** Nor,’ continued the 
\Va:nr, •"is this talc, O King of the age, rarer o; stranger or 
daintier than the story of KliaUns* and his Wife and the kamed 
man and that which befcH bi.tween the three/' When the lung 
heard this stor>^ he left Ins purpose of putting the Minisler In 
ta.ath and lii^ soul bade him to continue iiim on life. So }j. 
cedeted liim off to his house. 

Cf}f Scucntccntf) of iht 

Wnt V the evening evened, the Kmg summoned the Minister, 
.uui as soon as he presented himself, he required of him tlic story. 
bo he said, “ ilcarhening and obedience. Hear, O august King, 

jUE tale of kiialbas axd his utfe and the 

LEARNED HANN 

There wts once a man called Khalhns, who was a fulsome 
fellow', a calanuiy, notorious for this note, and he had a charming 
wdfe renowned foi beauty and loveliness. A man of Ins towms- 
folk fell in love v/ith her and she ako Io\ed iiim. Now Khalbas 
war, a wdy wight and full of guile, and there was in his neighbour¬ 
hood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort everyday 
and he told them hisloiics :md admonished them with moral 
instances; and Khalbas was wont to be present in his assembly, 
for the sake of making a show before the folk. This learned man 
ako had a wife famed for connhncss and cccinhhcad and quick- 


r qhc Bn* 1 IMJt nuspnnt*; in more places tbnn onr, now 

vath a Ssn, di» n \ itli a S;u! Kl.alba^ ‘'Khalbns” n buffoon, for 

%'hidi »'ce\ol it tinM Iw la L«>Pb die latter gencrallj ends ui 

.1 bid (ve L-u.c^ "KhaUjco'i” M i: cliap \\\n) 



176 


Suppicmaifa} P^tghh 

ness of \Yit and understanding, and the lover sought some device 
\%hereby he might manage to meet Khaibas’s wife; so he came 
to him and told him as a secret what he had seen of the learned 
man’s wife and confided to him that he was in love with her and 
besought his assistance in this. Khalbas told him that she was 
known as a model of chastity and continence, and that she 
exposed herself not to ill doubts; but the other said, “ I cannot 
renounce her, in the first place because the woman inclineth to 
me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the 
greatness of my fondness for her; and naught is wanting but 
thy help ” Quoth Khalbas, “ I will do thy will ”, and quoth 
the other, *'Thou shalt have of me every day two silvern 
dirhams, on condition that thou sit wth the learned man and 
that, uhen he nseth from the assembly, thou speak a word uhich 
shall notify to me the breaking up of the meeting.” So they 
agreed upon that and Khalbas entered and sat in the session, 
whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe 
and secure with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to 
pay the two dirhams Then Khalbas used to attend the learned 
man's assembly, ivhilst the other would go into his wife and be 
much with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the 
learned man arose from his meeting; and uhen Khalbas saw 
that he proposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to 
hear, thereupon he uent forth from the wife of Khalbas, who 
knew not that doom was in his own home. But u hen the learned 
man saw Khalbas do the same thing every day, he began to 
suspect him, especially on account of that which he knew of 
lus bad name, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he 
resolved to advance the time of his rising ere the u on ted hour and 
hastening up to Khalbas. seized him and said to him, Allah, 
an thou say a single s} liable, I will do thee a damage ^ ” Then 
he went in to his wife, with Khalbas in his grip, and behold, she 
was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of 
suspicious or unseemly. The learned man bethought him awhile of 
this, then made for Khalbas’s house, which adjoined his own, still 
holding his man , and uhen they entered, thej" found the young 
lover l)ing on the bed with Khalbas’s wife; w’hereupon quoth the 
learned man to him, “ O accursed, the doom is with thee and in 
thine own home ^ ” So Khalbas divorced his wife and went forth, 
fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then ” (con¬ 
tinued the Wazir), “is the consequence of lervdncss, for whoso 
purposeth in himself wile and perfidious guile, thej^ get possession 
of him, and bad Khalbas couceued of himself that dishonour and 
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olamity which he conceived of the foil:, there had bcUclcd him 
nothing of ihis. Nor is this talc, rate and curious though it be, 
stranger or rarer tlian llie story of the Devotee v/hose husband s 
broilRT accused her of lewdness/* When the king hcaul this, 
Avondenuent gal held of him and his admiration for the Wanr 
redoubled; ro he bade him hie to his home and return to him on 
the morrow, according to !us custom. So the Minister withdrew 
to his lodging, whc'ic he passed the night and the ensuing day. 


(Tbe Ciirb^tfritb JQitjM of tbc 

\Vhi:n* the evening evened, the King summoned (he Wa/ir and 
required of him the stof}'; so he said, ’Tis well. Hear, O King, 


run TALE OF THE DEVOTEE ACCUSED OF 
LE]rD:<ESs:-" 

There Avas once a man of Xish.ibur^ Avho, having a wife of 
the ullcrmoi't btauty and piety, jet was minded to set out 
on the pilgrimage. So bi fore leaving home he commended 
her to the care of his brotlier avd besought him (o aid her in 
her nfiairs and further her wishes till he should return, for the 
(brothers were on the most intimate terms.^ Then he took ship 
and departed .uid his absence v as prolonged. ^Icanwinlc, the 
brother went to visit Ins brother’s avife, at all times and seasons, 
^ and queslioned her of her ciicumslanccs and Avent about her 
Avants; and when his calls A\ere prolonged and he heard 
tier speech and saw her face, the love of her gat hold upon 
his heart, and he became }>assionatcIy fond of her and Ills soul 
prompted him to c\il. So he besought her to lie Avilh him, 
inil she refu'^ed and showed him how' foul was his deed, and 
he found him no way to Avin Avhat he wished; Avhcreforc he 
wooed her with soft speech and gentle Avajs. Now she Avas 


1 This 5t0’'> V a rccIuu'TC of the JcsM**h Knji and his pious see 

\o\ hi nigiiiccccKv, . r / . 1 . 

2 Tht* Arab form of ** Nn>‘^h'lpur**csrccus of (King) Shipur «-,co voi 
Ml night dcccdu 

3 Arab ♦•Al^ TnrlK abSatr vM rbSilAmah,” mcantnyr that each other s 
wUc^ did not veil l>efore Ihtir brothers-indaw as is usually done It may abo 
mean that they were under Allah's protection and in best of condition 
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righteous in all her doings and never swer^^ed from one 
sa5nng'; so, when he saw that she consented not to him, be 
had no doubts but that she would tell his brother, when he 
returned from his journey, and quoth he to her, An thou consent 
not to whatso I require of thee, I will cause a scandal to befall 
thee and thou wilt perish.” Quoth she, “ Allah (extolled and 
exalted be He^) judge betwixt me and thee, and know that, 
shouldst thou hew me limb from limb, I would not consent to 
that thou biddest me to do.” His ignorance^ of womankind 
persuaded him that she uould tell her spouse; so he betook 
himself of his exceeding despite, to a company of people in the 
mosque, and informed them that he had witnessed a man commit 
adultery with his brother’s wife. Thpy beheved his word and 
documented his charge and assembled to stone her.® Then they 
dug her a pit outside the city and seating her therein, stoned her, 
till they deemed her dead, when they left her. Presently a 
Sha3^kh of a village passed by the pit and finding her alive, 
earned her to his house and cured her of her wounds. Now he 
had a youthful son, who, as soon as he saw her, loved her and 
besought her of her person ; but she refused and consented not 
to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing, and his case 
prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his ^ullage and 
agree vuth him that he should come by night and take somewhat 
from his father’s house, and that, when he was seized and dis¬ 
covered, he should say that she was his accomplice in this, and 
avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his 
account in the city. Accordingly he did this, and, coming by 
night to the wllager’s house, stole therefrom goods and clothes, 
vrhereupon the owner awoke and seizing the thief, pinioned him 
straitly and beat him to make him confess; and he confessed 
against the woman that she was a partner in the crime and that 
he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad, 
and the citizens assembled to put her to death ; but the Sha^dih 
with whom she was forbade them and said, I brought this 
woman hither, coveting the recompense of Allah, and I know 
not the truth of that which is said of her, and null not empouer 
any to hurt or harm her.” Then he gave her a thousand 
dirhams, by way of alms, and thrust her forth of the village. 


I t f her » yes - me^t “ yes.” and her ” no ” meant ” no ” 

Ignorance (Jahl) ma} here and elsewhere mean wickedness, froward- 
ness, foU>. \icious foil} or uncalled-for wrath 

n ? of a child born in adultery, ** The babe to the 

lanket (: c , let it be nursed and reared) and the adultress to the stone ” 
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fur tbe he was impri^^oivjd for some days; after 

winch the folk intercedod for him with the old man, sayings 
’“This is a youth and tndecd he erred*’; and he released him 
from h ’ Iv»nd^. Meanwhile the woman went out at hap-harard, 
ard donumg a dress, fared on without ceasing till 

she came to a cuy and found the kinq:’s deputies dunning the 
townsViiv foi the tribute, ovil of season, rrescnlly, <5hc saw a man, 
whom they were pie<’=^ing for the Iribulo; so she asked of his 
ca<c, and bung acquainted with it, paid down the Ihoiw^and 
dirham*^ for him and delivered him from the bastinado; vvbcrc- 
upon he ihanlvcd licr and those who were present. When he 
w’as •;et free, he walked wnh her and besought her to go wdth him 
to his dwelling: accouhrgly, accompanied him thither and 
supjad with him and p“^*'ved the night. When the dark hour*-, 
gk’omcd on him, his <oul prompted him to evil, for that which 
he saw of her bt anty and loveliness, and he lusted after her, and 
requirid her of hcr|K'Uon; tnit she rejected him and threatened 
him Y ith Allah the Mo^t High, and reminded him of that which 
ilie had done with him of Kindness, and how she had delivered 
him from the stjclc and its dis^rracc. However, he would not be 
d<,nicd, and wlun he save her persisiuU refusal of herself to him, 
he feared lest s!ic should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose 
in the motning, he wrote on a paper what he w’ould of forgery 
and falsehood, and going up to the SuUaids palace, said, “ 1 have 
an advisement for the King.'* So he bade admit him, and he 
ehdivercd Jinn the wilt he had forged, saying, “1 found this 
letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she 
is a spy, a secret informer against the sovTan to his foe; and I 
dnm tlie KingV due more Jncnm]>tnl on me than any otlier claim 
and warning him to he the first duty, for that he uniteth in 
himself all the subjects, and but for the King’s esislencc, the 
heges would perish ; wherefore I have bi ought thee good counsel.” 
The King gave credit to his w^ords and sent with him those who 
should lay hands upon the Devotee and do her to death ;^but 
they found her not. As for the woman, wdicn tiie man went out 
from her, she icsoivcd to depart; so rdic fared forth, saying to 
herself, ** There is no WMyfaiing for me in w'oman’s habit.” Then 
she donned men’s diess, such as is worn of the pious, and set out 
and wandered over the earth; nor did she cease wandering till 
she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an 
only daughter, m whom he gloried and wdiom he loved, and she 
^a\Y the Devolte and deeming her a pdgrvm youth, said to her 
fa.hei, “1 would fam have this youth take up his lodging with 
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me, so I may learn of him lere and piety and religion/* Her 
father rejoiced in this, and commanded the pilgrim to take up 
his abode ^vith his daughter in his palace. So they were in 
one place, and the Princess was strenuous to the uttermost in 
continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity 
and de^ otion , but the ignorant tattled anent her, and the folk of 
the realm said, “The king*s daughter loveth the pilgrim youth 
and he Io\eth her/* Now the king was a very old man and 
destiny decreed the ending of his life-term ; so he died and when 
he was buried, the lieges assembled and many were the sayings 
of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they 
counselled together to slay the Princess and the young pilgrim, 
saying, “ This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder whore, and 
none accepteth shame save the base ** So they fell upon them 
and slew the king's daughter m her mosque, without asking her 
of aught; thereupon the pious woman (wliom they deemed a 
youth) said to them, “ Woe to you, O miscreants ^ Ye have 
slain the pious lady/* Quoth they, “ O thou fulsome fellow, dost 
thou bespeak us thus ? Thou lovedst her and she lo^ ed thee, 
and we will assuredly slay thee/’ And quoth she, “ Allah 
forfend. Indeed, the affair is the clear reverse of this/’ ^ They 
asked, “What proof hast thou of that?” and she answered, 
“ Bang me women/* They did so, and when the matrons looked 
on her, they found her a woman. As soon as the townsfolk saw 
this, they repented of that they had done, and the affair w'as 
grievous to them; so they sought pardon of Allah and said to 
her, “ By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou crave 
pardon for us.” Said she, “ As for me, I may no longer tarry 
wnth you, and I am about to depart fiom you.’* Then they 
humbled themselves before her and shed tears and said to her, 
“ We conjure thee, by the might of Allah the iNIost High, that 
thou take upon thyself the rule of the realm and of the lieges.” 
But she refused and drew her back; wdiereupon they came up to 
her and w ept and ceased not supplicating her, till she consented 
and undertook the kingship. Her first commandment to them 
was that they bury the Princess and build over her a dome, and 
she abode in that palace, wrorshipping the Almighty and dealing 
judgment between the people w^ith justice, and Allah (extolled 
and exalted be He vouchsafed her, for the excellence of 
her piety and her patience and renunciation, the acceptance 
of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him (to 
whom belong Might and Alajesty ^), but He granted her petition ; 
and her fame w^as bruited abroad in all lands. Accordingly^ 
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the fulk reported to !icr front all parts atul she U'^eJ to piay 
AHah (to whont Intonrc !Mi-ht and !) for the oppressed 

and the Lend granted him relief, and a^minst his oppressor, and 
He Inahe him asunder; and •^he pia\ed for the sick and they 
v»cre nude sound; and in tins goodly v,ay she tarried a 

it spice of ume. So fared it with the wife; hut as for 
he: hnshanch when lie ictunud fjom the pilgnmape, liis brother 
and the iKuhhoms acquainted hhn wnth the affair of Ins 
whereat he v m jfore concerned and Mi'^pi.clod their story, 
for that wh’ch lie knew of her chastity and prayeruilnc'^s; and lie 
*'h*K d ti ..ra for the 1 .ss of lu r, Meanwhile, she prayed to Almighty 
All ih tint lie would stahlnh lui innocence in the t\cri of her 
spouic and the fnk. and Ifc ^enl down upon her husbands 
hrotlur a so sare that none knew .a euro foi him. 

Whtr.Lrc lie scid to hus brother, In such a city is a Doiotee, a 
w'CTsbipful w'unan and a reeliUvc who<c pra>oi:> arc accepted; so 
CO thou carry tne to tier, ilut she nut) pray for my healing and 
Ad^h (to wh'm b'Might and Mau'^t} 1) may gue me Cvisc of 
thu vi. i?e/' A« ( jrdtughs he took ivim up and jouine}CvI with 
him, tdi tht^v erne to the tillage whcic dwelt the Shaykh, the 
l[tc\ b td who had rciawd the (k\oul woman from the pu, and 
cruued lur tu hu dwelling and healed her m Ins homo. Here 
the\ Irdtcd aud lovlged with the old man, who questioned the 
husband of hi* case and that of his brother and the cau^e of thear 
journc), and he sanj, ** I pnijiaMi to go witii my brother, this sick 
to the lioly woman, iur whose petitions arc answered, so 
she may praN for him, and Allah may heal !ii;n by the blessing 
of her 011 *^ 0 : 1 $*” (>anth the lilLger, By Allah, son is in 
parlous p^’ght for sukue^s. and we have heircl that tins Devotee 
pra}tlh foi the sick and they are m'^dc sound. Indeed, the folk 
counsel me to carry liim to her, and behold,^ I wall go in company 
With )on/* And they said, “^Tiswell.’’ So they all niglucd m 
that 5nt?.nt, and on the morrow* they set out for the dwelling of 
the Deiotec, this one cair;,ing his son and that one bearing his 
brother. Xow the man who had stolen the clotlics and had 
forged against the pious woman a He, to wat, that he was her 
lover, sickened of a sore siclcness, and his people toolc him up 
and set out with him to \ibit the Devotee and crave her piayers, 
and Debliny brought them altogether by the W’ay. So they fared 
forward in a body till tliey came to the city w'hcrein the man 
dwelt for w'hoin biic had paid the thou^^and dirhams to deliver 

1 Arab hty etc, an interjection corrci-pondmg with the Sjnac 

** ho **-= lo ^ {t c t loal) Iwhold» etc. 
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him from torture, and found him about to travel to her by reason 
of a malady which had betided him. Accordingly, they ad 
journeyed on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she 
whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they 
came to her aty and foregathered at the gates of her palace, 
that wherem was the tomb of the Pnncess. Now the folk used 
to go an to her and salute her with the salani, and crave her 
oiisons; and it was her custom to praj^ for none till he had com 
fessed to her his sins, when she 'would ask pardon for him and 
pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway 
made whole of sicloiess, by permission of Almighty Allah. 
When the four sick men were brought in to her, she knew them 
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, Let 
each of you confess and specify his sms, so I may sue pardon 
for him and pray for him.” xVnd the brother said, ** As for me, 

I required my brother's wife of her person and she refused; 
whereupon despite and ignorance prompted me and I lied against 
her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they 
stoned her and slew her wrongously and unnghteously; and this 
my complaint is the issue of unnght and falsehood and of the 
sla^nng of the innocent soul, whose slaughter Allah hath made 
unlawful to man ” Then said the youth, the old villager’s son, 
And I, 0 hofy voman, my father brought to us a woman who 
had been stoned, and my people nursed her till she recovered. 
Now she was rare of beaut}'' and loveliness; so I required her of 
her person; but she refused and clave m chastity to Allah 
(to whom belong Might and IMajestyl), wherefore ignorance 
prompted me, so that I agreed rnth one of the ^^ouths that he 
should steal clothes and com from my father's house Then 
I laid hands on him and earned him to my sire and made him 
confess. He declared that the woman was his mistress from 
the city and had been stoned on his account, and that she uas 
his accomplice in the theft and had opened the doors to Inm ; but 
this was a he against her, for that she had not 3uelded to me m 
that hich I sought of her» So there befell me what ye see of 
requital.” And the 3’oung man, the thief, said, I am he with 
whom thou agreedst concerning the theft, and to rvhom thou 
openedst the door,* and I am he who accused her false!}*' and 
calumniously and Allah (extolled be He well knoweth that I 
never did e\T.l with .her; no, nor knew her in any 'way before that 
time.” Then said he whom she had delivered from torture by 
paying do'wn a thousand dirhams, and who had required her of 
her person in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and 
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when slic rofu^^ccl luul forced a letter against her and treacherously 
dcnouticcd her to the Sultan, and rc.]uitcd hen graciousness with 
ingratitude. I am he wim wronged her and lied against her, 
and tins is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'' When she heard 
their words, in the presence of the folk, she cried, ** Alhanulolillah, 
prai<c be to Allah, the King wiio over all things is omnipotent, 
and blessing upon His prophets and apostles 1** Then quoth 
she to the aS’^nnWy, “Bear lc‘=;tiniany, O ye hero present, to 
these men’s speech, and Know jo 1 am tliat woman whom they 
con^e^s to ha%c wTonged/* And slic turned to her husband’s 
broilicr and said to him. '* I am thy brother’s wife and Allah 
{cxttdled and exalted be He!) delivered me from tluit whereinto 
thnu casterKt me of calumny and suspicion, and from the folly 
and frowardness whcieof thou hast 5j)oken, and now’ hath Hr 
shown forih my innocence, of Ihs bounty and generosity. Go, 
for thou art quit of the WTong thou didst me,” d hen slie prayed 
for him and he was made sound of his sickness. Thereupon she 
said to the <o:i of tfu* viilaize Shaykh, “ Know that I am the 
woman whom thy father dtlKeied from strain and strts^s, and 
wdiom there bctuled from thee of calumny and ignoiancc that 
which thou hast intned.” And she **Aicd pardon for lum and he 
was made sound of his sicKnt Then said she to tlie thief, “ I 
arn the woman agam^l v/hom thou liecKt, avouching that I was 
th)^ krnan who had been stoned on thine account, and that I w'as 
thine .accomplice in robbing the house of the village ShayLh and 
had opened the doois to thee,” And she prayed for him and he 
was made whole of hi<^ inahdy,* Then said she to the townsman, 
him of the tribute, “ I am the woman wdio gave thee the thou¬ 
sand dirhams and thou didst with me what thou'didst,” And 
slic asked pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made 
wdiole; whereupon the folk marxcllcd at her enemies wdio had 
all been afflicted ali!:e, so Allah (extolled and exalted be Ilcl) 
might show forth her innocence upon the heads of witnesses.’ 
Then slic turned to the old man who had delivered her from 
the pit and pra 3 ’ed for him, and ga\c him presents manifold and 
among them a myriad, a 13atlmlr; and the sick made wdiolc de¬ 
parted from her. When rhe was alone wdth her husband, she 
made lum draw near unto her and rejoiced in his arrival, 
and gave him the choice of abiding wdth her. Presently, she 

1 Tlun pinfjraph in supplied by Mr. Pajne something of the kind has 
evidently f’lHon out of the Aral) text 

2 I f,, in ihc presence of witncvcs, legally 

3 Lit* anijnad, ten thousand dirlnms. Sec \ol in. night ceexivi 
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assembled the citizens and notified to them his virtue and worth, 
and counselled them to invest him with management of their 
rule, and besought them to malce him king over them. They 
consented to her on this, and he became king and made his home 
amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her orisons and 
cohabited with her husband as she was with him aforetime. 
** Nor,” continued the Wazir, “ is this tale, O long of the time, 
stranger or pleasanter than that of the Hirehng and the Girl 
whose maw he slit and fled.” AYhen King Shah Bakht heard 
this, he said, “ J'klost lilce, all they say of the Minister is leasing, 
and his innocence will be made manifest even as that of the 
Devotee vas manifested,” Then he comforted the Wazir’s heart 
and bade him hie to his house. 
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When the evening evened, the King bade fetch the Wazir and 
sought of him the story of the Hirehng and the Girl. So he 
said, “ Hearkening and obedience. Give ear, O auspicious 
King, to 


THE TALE OF THE HIRELING AND THE GIRL:' 

There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, 
a noman pregnant by her husband, and they had a lured servant, 
a man of insight and understanding. When the woman came to 
her deliver^'-time, she gave birth to a girl-child in the night and 
they^ sought fire of the neighbours.^ So the Hireling went in 
quest of fire. Now there was in the camp a Divineress,“ and she 
questioned him of the new-born child, an it as male or female. 
Quoth he, ’Tis a girl ” ; and quoth she, “ That girl will whore 


1 The fire was intended to defend the mother and babe from Jinns, bad 
spirits, the e\nl ej e, etc Romans ht candles in the room of the puerpara, 
hence the goddess Candelifera, and the term Candelaria applied to the B V. 
In Brands Popular Antiquities (u 144) we find “Gregoiv* mentions an 
ordmary superstition of the old wi\es who dare not trust a child in a cradle 
by Itself alone without a candle", this was for fear of the "night-hag 
(Million, P L , 11 662) The same idea pre\ ailed in Scotland and in Germany 
see the learned Liebrecht (who translated the Pentamerone) *' Zur Folks- 
kunde, p 31 In Sweden, if the candle go out. the child may be earned off 
bj the Trolls eckenstedt, W endische Sagen, p 446) The custom has 
Men traced to the Malay penmsula, whither it v as probablj imported by the 
Hindus or the ^roslems, and amongst the Tajiks in Bokhara For the Hindu 
practice, see Kama S S 305, and Prof Taw ney’s learned note analj sed abo^ e 
^ 2 Arab. '* Kamnah/’ fern of Kahin (Cohen) see KahanaJi, \ol 1 night i. 
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v.‘ith nn Inindircd tnciu uud a hireling wed her nncl a spider 
shrdl slny her.*' When ihc hired innn heard lh5<?, he returned 
upen his iti pt^ and goint: in to the woman^ look the child from 
lier hy wily nnnagement and sht its maw: then he fled forth 
into the v*okl at hap*ha>, 4 ui, nrd al>odc in slrangcrhood while 
Allah so willcdd He gained umch money; and, reluming lo 
lus own land, afiet twenty years' ribrcncc, alighted in the 
nnghhotirliDod of an old w^omany whom he wheedled niul treated 
with JiberaHty, rcqtmmgof her a young person wiiom he might 
enjoy v ilhont marriage. Said she, I know^ none but a certain 
fail woman, who is lenowncd for this indusln.’* Then she 
de^criba! l:cr charms to him and m \de him lust after her, and he 
said, *'Ha!:tcn to her this mimile and lavish upon her whatso 
she a^kerh/' So the crone betc-k lur^elf to the girl and dis* 
<ovcted his wishes lo her, and in\ited her to him; but she 
arsw'eied, ** ’Tis true tint I was in habit of whoredom, but now 
11ia\e 1 ^ rented lo Almighty Alhh, and ha\c no moic longing to 
this: nay, I desire law^ful wedlock; so, if he be content with 
that which is hgal, 1 am betwt tu his hand*^^” The old woman 
returned to the man and loM him what the damsel sud ; and he 
lusted after l:er, became of her beauty and her penitence; so he 
took her to wife, and when he went m to her, he lo\cd her and 
after like fashion she la\cd him. Thus they abode a great while, 
till ere day he qiK'-iiontd her of the cau^^e of a seam lie espied 
on her lv\Iy, and she siid, “ 1 wot naught thereof sa\c that my 
mother told me a marscllous thing concerning it.” Asked he, 
*‘\Vhat was th it r ” and Hie answered, My mother declared 
that she gaxe birth to me oiiLMiight of the wintry nights, and 
<kspatchod a hired man, who was witli us, in quest of fire for 
her. He w‘as absent a little while and picicntly leturning, took 
me and slit my m.iw and fied, \Vhcn my mother saw this, 
chagrin sci 2 ecl her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed 
up my stomach and mused me till the w'ound healed by the 
ordinance of Alkah (to whom belong Mightand !Majcsty»).” When 
her husband heard Ibis, he said to her, What is thy name and 
what may be the name of thy mothci and who may be thy 
father?” She told him their names and her own, wdicrchy he 
knew that it was she whose maw* he had slit and said to her, 
*‘And where arc thy mother and father?” “They are both 


1 I f , for a long time, aii has lx.cn before explained 
e I r. at lus service Arabia wan well provided with Hctairx and public 
women long before the d'i)s of .\!*I‘'lam 
3 Arab. Aihar *- sign, mark, trail. 
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dead.” I am that Hireling Avho slit thy stomach.” “Why 
didst thou that ? ” “ Because of a saying I heard from the 

wise woman.” “ What was it? ” “ She declared thou wouldst 

play the whore with an hundred men, and that I after that should 
wed thee.” “ Ay, I have whored with an hundred men, no more 
and no less, and behold, thou hast married me,” “ The Divmeress 
also foresaid that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of 
the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of 
the fornication and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come 
true no less in the death.” Then they betook themselves to a 
place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid 
stone and white stucco, and stopped its inner walls and plastered 
them , leaving not therein or cranny or crevice, .and he set in it 
two slave-girls whose sennces were sweeping and wiping, for fear 
of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one 
day the man espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. 
When his wife saw it, she said, “This is that which the uise 
woman foresaid would slay me, so, by thy life, suffer me to lull 
it with mine own hand.” Her husband forbade her from this, 
but she conjured him to let her destroy the spider , then, of her 
fearfulness and her eagerness, she took a piece of W'ood and smote 
it. The wood brake of the force of the blow, and a splinter from 
it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. 
Then her fore-arm also swelled and the swelling spread to her 
side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. 
“Nor” (continued the Wazir), “is this stranger or more 
wondrous than the story of the Weaver who became a Leach by 
commandment of his vnfe,” When the King heard this, his 
admiration redoubled and he said, “ In very truth, Destiny is 
written to all creatures, and I 'will not accept aught that is said 
against my Minister the loyal counsellor.” And he bade him 
hie to his home. 
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When the evening eA^ened, the King bade summon his Minister 
and he presented himself before him, ivhereupon he required of 
him the hearing of the story. So the Wazir said, “ Hearkening 
and obedience. Give ear, O King, to 
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THE TALE Of THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A LEACH 
BV ORDER OF HIS WIEEF 


Thcic v:?s once, m the hud of n ninn v,ho wedded a 

woxmn ir'|:htr Unn himself in rank and nobler of lincat^c, but 
she had no i;v\ardnn to prcscnc her from vrant. She loathed to 
marr}’ one vdxo uas lK*noath her; }ct ^hc v.ivod %\ith him 
{vjcau'c of need, and tool: of him a bond in writint^ to the eflcct 
that h,e wowUl e\cr bo under her order to bid and forbid, and 
would ncMT Ihwait her in woid or in deed. Now the man 
\va!^ a WcMVcr and he bannd himself in Avriling to pav Ins 
Wife ten thousuul dirhams m case of defauh. After such fashion 
they ixlvyh a long while liil one day the wife went out to fi^tch 
water, of V’h\h she had ncci, and saw a leich who had spread 
a carpet hard by the road, whereon he had set out groat 
^torc of shnplea* and impl^nnents of j^icdicine, and he was 
speaking and muttering charms, whilst the folk docked to him 
from all qinrtt rs and gut him about on e\ciy sick* The \Vc.i\ ei’s 
wife mar\clled at the largeness of the physienn’s fortune’ and 
said in hersoif, ** Were my Inisbuid iIuk, he would J<nd an easy 
life and that wherein we arc of strailni^^s and po\erty would he 
widened to him/* Then slie returned home, caik-full and cure- 
full; and when her husband Sviw her in this condition, he quts- 
lioned her of her case and she s nd to him, ** VenU, m> breast is 
narrowed by reason of thee and of the very goodness of ihmc 
intent,'* pic^^ontly adding. Narrow' means suit me not, and thoii 
in thy picscnt ciaft grunest ntught; ro lathu do thou seek out a 
business other than tins ur pay me my rightful due* and let me 
uend my wa}^/* Jler husband chid htr foi this niul ad\iscd her 
to take patience; but she would not be turned fiom her design 
and said to bun, ** Go foUh and watch yonder ph}siciaa how he 
doth and leun from him what he saith/* Said he, ‘‘ Let not thy 
heart bt troubled,*' and adilcd, I will go every day to the 
icssion of the leach/* So he began resorting daily to the 
phy^kian and committing to memory his answers and that 


1 if,Pcr'^ia Sc('\ol ni cccK^m. 

2 Aral) ** 'A 1 Uar’* plur. of ‘ W U ir prop aromatic roots; but applied 
to \ul/nr drug', or Mnipk-.. o'; in the T.do of the Si;c Didnn, \of 1 night i\ 

3 Arab, “bi'a! nrU-h/’ i t , the wo wUU vduch he tamed his copious 

IHrhhood ... ..... . . 

ir , the ten thousand dirlnms of the bon<k beside the unpaid and cou- 
tmgtnt portion of her “Mahr*' or niarnagc-settlemcnt 
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which he spohe of jargon,^ till he had gotten a great matter by 
rote, and all this he learned and thoroughly digested it. Then 
he returned to his wi/e and said to her, I have stored up the 
physician’s sayings in memory, and have mastered his manner of 
muttering and diagnoses and prescribing remedies, and I wot by 
heart the names of the medicines- and of all the diseases, and 
there abideth of thy bidding naught undone: so what dost thou 
command me now to do?’^ Quoth she, “Leave'the loom and 
open thyself a leach’s shop”; but quoth he, “My fellow-towns¬ 
men know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of 
strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us 
to a foreign land and there live.” And she said, “ Do whatso 
thou wiliest.” Accordingly, he arose and taking his iveaving 
gear, sold it and bought with the pace drugs and simples and 
wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed 
to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the 
man fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and out¬ 
skirts of tovms, after donning leach’s dress; and he began to 
earn his livelihood and make much gam. Their affairs prospered 
and their circumstances were bettered, wdierefore they praised 
Allah for their present ease, and the village became to them a 
home In this way he lived for a long time, but at length he 
wandered anew,^ and the days and the nights ceased not to 
transport him from country to country, till he came to the land 
of the Roum and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, 
wherein was Jalinus^ the Sage; but the Weaver knew him not, 
nor was aware who he was. So he fared forth, as was his wont, 
m quest of a place where the folk might be gathered together, 
and hired the courtyard^ of Jaimus. There he spread his 
carpet and setting out on it his simples and instruments of 
medicine, praised himself and his skiiJ and claimed a cleverness 
such as none but he might claim.® Jalinus heard that which 

1 Arab ** Al-Hazur from Hazr = loquacity, frivolous garrulity Every 
craft m the East has a jargon of its ovvn, and the goldsmith (Zargar) is famed 
for spealving a language made unintelligible by the constant insertion of a 
letter or letters not belonging to the word It is as if we rapidly pronounced 
How d*je do Howth doth 5 eth doth ? 

2 Arab •* Asmd al-Adv\j}ah,*' such as are contained in volumes like the 
Alfaz al-Adwiyah {Nomenclature of Drugs) 

3 I am compelled to insert a line in order to mal^e sense 

4 " G^en," who is considered by Moslems as a krnd of pre-Istarailic 
Saint, and whom Kabelais (ni c 7) calls Le gentxl Falot Galen, is explained 
by Eustathius as the Serene TaXrjvhs from ycAdw = ndeo. 

’o clear space before the house as opposed to the 

« Bathah •• jbpan, the inner court 

Bob^^vyer'"^ description of the naive style of temme adopted by the Eastern 
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lie afiirmctl of hi<; niuh^r^^^tanding, niul it was certified unto him 
mid cMnWishcd in Ins mind that the' man ^\ns a shilled leach 
of the leaches of the Persians and he said in himself, Unless 
he had confidence in his knowlcdt^c and wcui minded to confront 
me and contend witli me, he had not sought the door of rny 
house ncitlur had he spoken that which he hath spoken/’ 
And care and doubt gat hold upon jalinus: so he dicw near the 
\Vca%rr and adeftessed to see how his doings should 

nul, whih^t tlic folk l>egan to flock to him and describe to 
him their ailments,* and he would answer them thereof, hitting 
the mark one while and missing it another wlnlc, so that naught 
appealed to Jalinus of his fashion whereby iii^ mind might be 
a^^sured that he had justly estimated his skilk Presently, up 
came a woman with a unnn!,’ and when the Weaver saw the 
phial afar off, lie said to her, This is the wMter of a man, a 
i trangcr/* Said she, Yes ”; and he continued, ** Is he not a 
Jew and is not his ailment flatulence?” ** Yes,” leplied the 
a*Oman, and the folk marvelled at this; whcicfore the man was 
magnified in the eyes of Jatmus, for that he heard speech such 
as was not of the usage of doctors, seeing that the) know not 
urine but by shaking it and loolnng strait!y thereon, neither wot 
they a man's water from a woman’s watei, nor a stranger’s ftoni 
a counlrsman’s, nor a Jew’s from a Sharifs/ Then the woman 
nskid, **Wlnt is the remedy?” and the Weaver answered, 
'Miring the honorarium/” So she paid him a duham, and he 
gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would 
only aggravate the roinjikiint. When jalinus saw what appeared 
lo him of the man’s incap icily, he turned to his disciples and 
pupils and liade them fetch the mock doctor, wath all lus gear 
and drugs. Accordingly they brought him into his presence 
vriihout '^lay or delay, and when Jahnus saw him before him, he 
asked him, ** Knowest thou nui?” and the other answered, No, 
nor did I ever set eyes on thee befoie this day.” Quoth the 
Sage, “Post thou know Jahnus?” and quoth the Wcvivci, 
“No.” Then said Jahnus, “Whatdravc thee to do that winch 
thou dost?” So he acquainted him with his adventure, 


1 V.hich they habUuall) do. In-the by, with rn immense amount of 

unpk.v ant detail See Ptlgnma-.e i jS , , . i - , .t ... 

2 The old Trench name for the phial or bottle in which the patient s 

water b nt. 

3 A tki^ccndanl from Mohamracd, strictly through hn grandson IIn^a\n 

SccNol in night cccn t, . . r t . - 

4 Arab '‘AblhUiih*’ lit the Mctonci; a euphemistic term foi what is 

submillcd to the ‘•muiicutu'v guincaonim " 
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especially vnih the dowry and the obligation by which he w^as 
bound with regard to ins wife whereat the Sage mar^^elled and 
certified himself anent the matter of the marriage-settlement 
Then he bade lodge him near himself and entreated him with 
kindness, and took him apart and said to him, ‘‘ Expound to me 
the story of the unne-phial, and whence thou knewest that the 
water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, 
and that his ailment was flatulence The Weaver replied, 
“’Tis well. Thou must know that we people of Persia are 
skilled in physiognomy,^ and I saw the woman to be rosy- 
cheeked, blue-eyed and tall-statured. Now these quabties 
belong to women vho are enamoured of a man and are distracted 
for love of him-, moreover, I saw her burning with anxiety, so I 
knew that the patient was her husband. As foi his strangerhood, 
I noted that the dress of the woman differed from that of the 
townsfolk, wherefore I knew that she was a foreigner; and in the 
mouth of the phial I saw a yellow rag,® wdiich garred me wot 
that the sick man was a Jew and she a Jewess. IMoreover, she 
came to me on first day^; and ’tis the Jews’ custom to take 
meat-puddings® and food that hath passed the night® and eat 


1 Arab " Firasah," lit judging the points of a mare {fatas) Of phjsio- 
gnomy, or rather judgmg by e\ternals, curious tales are told by the Arabs 
In Al-Mas*udi (chapt Ivi) is the original of the camel blind of one ej e, etc , 
^\hlch the genius of Voltaire has made famous throughout Europe 

2 I here quote Mr Pajne’s note Sic in the text, but the passage is 
apparently corrupt It is not plain why a rosy complexion, blue ejes and 
tallness, should be peculiar to women in love Arab women being commonly 
short, swarthy and blach-ejed, the attributes mentioned appear rather to 
denote the foreign origin of the woman, and it is probable, therefore, that 
this passage has by a cop>ist’s error been mixed up with that which relates 
to the signs by which the mock phjsician recognised her strangerhood, the 
clause specif) mg the s)mptom 5 of her love-lorn condition ha\ing been 
crow ded out in the process, an accident of no unfrequent occurrence in the 
transcription of Oriental w'orks ” 

3 The sumptuarj' laws, compelling for instance the Jews to wear 
jdlow’ turbands, and the Christians to carrj girdles date from the Captuie 
of Jerusalem m A D 636 b> Caliph Omar See xol 1 night mu ; and 
Terminal Essa) § i 

4 I , our Sunday the Jewish week ending wath the Sabbath (Saturdaj). 
I ha\e already noted this term for Saturn's daj. established as a God's rest 
by Commandment No i\ How’ it lost its honours amongst Christians none 
can saj the text in Col 11 16, 17, is insufficient to abolish an order gi\en 
x\ith such pomp and circumstance to, and obeyed so stnctly and unuersall> 
b), the Hebrews, mcluding the Founder of Chnstianit) The general idea is 
that the Jewish Sabbath was done aw a}’with b) the Christian dispensation 
(although Jesus kept it wath the usual scrupulous care), and that sundi^ of 
the Councils at Colossse and Laodicea anathematised those who observed the 
Saturday after Israelitish fashion 

5 Harais plur of Hansah see xol i night xm 

6 It would have been cooked on our Thur<^day night, or the Jewish 
Friday night, and would be stale and indigestible on the next day 
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them on the Satnidny thtir Sabhnth, hot mul coUl, and the}' 
r\rerd in <nUn*:; %\hortfoie flatulence and indi"e*ition betide 
ihcm. Tlm^ 1 was directed and (tuo^^cd that ^duch thou hast 
heard/* Nhn\ v.hen jahnus hcaul tins, he ordered the Weaver 
the amount of his uhc s dowry, and hade fnm pay it to her and 
said to him, ** Divorce her/* Furtheimorc, he foibade liim from 
rctxirning lo the piactice of physic, ami wanted him never again 
to tahe lo wife a woman of rank higher than Ins oun; and he 
ga\e tnm spendingvmonoy and char;;c(l him return lo his 
proper ciaft. *'Nor** (continued the Wazir), ‘Ms this talc 
stranger or rarer than the slor\ of the Two Sharpers who each 
corened his Compeer/* When Kim; Shah iJakht heard this, he 
said lo inrnself, ‘‘ Ilow like i^ this Mory to iny present case with 
this Minifter, who lialh nut his hke! *’ Then he bade him hie to 
his own house and come aeaiu at eventide, 

C()C Ctiscnlp rirct of the 

Whi v^s nighted the niglit, the Warir presented himself before 
the King, who bade him relate the ]?romiiM„*d story. So he said, 
“ Hearkening and obedience. Ghc tar, O King, to 


THE TALE OF IIIE TV/O S//ARPERS UT!0 EACH 
COEEXED JUS C0.VP£;:A\** 

There WMS once, in the city of 1 Baghdad, a man hight AT 
M.arwazi,' who was a shaipcr and ruinetl the folk with his 
rogueries, and lie wms renowned in all quarters for knaver}’. lie 
went out one day, carr} mg a load of sheep s droppings, and sw'are 
to himself that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold 
it at the price of raisins, Kow’ there was in another city a second 
sharper, bight Aldvazi,* one of its w'orst, who went out the 


1 Maru (Mamnna), %\lnch thcTurl oman*? pronounce '‘Miur,” i«> denied 

hy Hournouf from the Sansk Maru or Man*\ and Sir II lCi\Uinwn from 
2»lar? or Mnrj, the Kat Margo, Genn Marl , J:u','lj:>h March, Old French 

Marche and Kcod-at, Marca So Mar/hin, a Warden of the xMaichcs* 

vok ni nil;hi c\cm The adj is not Mawln as stated m vo!. ui night 

clxxvj . 1 ml Mar\M7i, tor which see Ihn Klulhkan, \ol 1. p 7. etc : jet 

tlicrc arc gocrl writers who use " Mardn *’ as R izi ( jr a native of Kajy. 

2 tt, name o( Ra> j aty See no! im niuht ccKut. 
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same day, bearing a bad of goat’s droppings,^ anent which he 
had sworn to himself that he would not sell it but at the price of 
sun-dned figs So the twain fared on with that which was by 
them and ceased not going till they met in one of the hhans” and 
one complained to other of what he had suffered on travel in 
quest of gain and of the little demand for his wares. Now each 
of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so the man of 
j\rarw said to the man of Rayy, “ Wilt thou sell me that ? He 
said, “Yes,” and the other continued, “And wilt thou buy that 
which IS with me ? ” The man of Rajy consented; so they 
agreed upon this and each of them sold to lus mate that which ^ 
was with him in exchange for the other’s; after winch they bade 
farewell and both fared forth As soon as the tivain were out 
of sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, 
and one of them found that he had a load of sheep’s droppings 
and the other that he had a load of goat’s droppings ; whereupon 
each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met 
again in the khan and laughing at each other cancelled their 
bargain ; then they agreed to enter into partnership and that all 
all they had of money and other good should be in common, 
share and share alike. Then quoth Al-Razi to AbMarwazi, 
“ Come mth me to my city, for that ’tis nearer than thine.” So 
he went with him, and w^hen he arrived at his quarters, he said 
to his w^ife and household and neighbours, “ This is my brother, 
who hath been absent in the land of Khorasan and is come back.” 
And he abode wnth him in all honour for a space of three days. 
On the fourth day, Al-Razi said to him, “ Know, O my brother, 
that I purpose to do something.” The other asked, “ What is 
it ? ” and the first answered, “ I mean to feign myself dead and 
do thou go to the bazar and hire two porters and a bier. Then 
take me up and go about the streets and markets with my body 
and collect alms on my account.®” Accordingly the Marw man 


I Normal^ "used for fuel The tale %\ill remind old Anglo-Indians of 
the U\o Bengal officers who were great at such “sells/* and who 
'Swopped a spavined horse for a broken-down ** buggy** 

\ “khanadil/* ditches, trenches, probably (as Mr Payne 

uggests) a clencal or typographical error for "Fanadik.** inns or caravan- 
dcccxlv *‘Funduk” (Span Fonda), for w hich see vol night 

UiA supplied by ]\Ir Payne to remedy^ the incoherence of 

nrinr oslems are bound to see True Believers decently buried, and the 

Ham "Roho at funeral Here the tale resembles the opening of 

morals J»toner, that admirable picture of Persian manners and 
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lopaircd to the mailct and, fetchitig that which he ?oiight» 
returned to the Kayy inaiiV house, wlicrc lie found his feliow 
cast dn\\i\ in llu* t•ntrance-pa^vsage, with his beard tied and his 
eyes shut, and hi^ complexion \»as paled and his belly ^vns blown 
and liis limbs were loose. So he deemed him redly dead and 
rhook him but he spoke not, then lie took a Knife and pricKcd 
his but he Innli^ed not. rrt^cnlly said AbKa/i, What is 
ihii^ O fool .auvl smd AbMarwa/i. “ I deemed thou wast dead 
in\ery died.*' AMva;:t cried, “Get tlu'C to business, and leave 
funnin^rd’ he took iiim up and went with him to ti;o market 
and collie.tui alms for him that day till cvcntule, when he bore 
him bark to his rdvodo and wailed till the morrowx Next 
rmrnitu:, he a’;ain tool: up the bier and walked round with it .as 
before, in quest of cinnly. Pre^citly, the Chief of Police, w*ho 
w.us of ihe-e w!io ind jzivwi Imn alms on the previous day, met 
him; so lie was antlered and fell on the portcis and beat them 
and U>iL the dead body, “J will Inny him and wm 

reward in ileaveiid'* So hib followers took him up and carrsint^ 
him to the Ikdicc-oftkci, fetchcvl gra\e-c!i^';^trs, avho diu^ him 
a guivc. Tiun they brought him a shroud and perfumes^ and 
fetched an old man of the epiirtcr to wash liim. so the Shaykh 
recited over him the appointed prayers^ and la)lug him on 
the iKixich, wished him and shrouded him. After he had 
been shroudcxl he befouled himself*; so the grey beard re¬ 
newed the waMiing and went away to make the Wu?,u-ablution, 
whilst rdl the folk departed to do likewise, before the orisons 
of the funeiab When the dead man found himself alone, 
i;c sprang up, ns he v/erc a Satan; and, donning the corpse- 
w'ardier's dress; took the cups and water-can^ and wrapped them 
up in napkins; tlicn lie clapped his shroud under his arm-pit and 
went out. The doorlrecpers thought that he was the washer and 


1 Arab “ Al r.;r/’ which has often occurret! 

2 Arab ** Unnnt,*’ r f . Iea\c5> of the lotus-tree to l>e jnfus'.tl as a wa^h for 
thecorp^^: camphor iv>yi with cotton to close the mnmh and other orifices, 
nrul, in the ca‘vc of a w( lUhy man, rose-water, musk, amlxirgns, sandal-wocxk 
and hgn alocv for fumittauon 

3 Which alw.i) . l)^/in with four ►*lnkbrs” and differ in man> points 

from the u^i d on ons bee Uane (M H clnpt x\mu ) who is. however, vorv 
Mipirficial u|y)n an mtneate and intr’^cstuu; subjtcfc He even to 

ncniJon the nundMir of Kurdt {l>ows) usual at Cairo and the .ah-^cncc of 
J>ro^tratlon fsujv.d) for v Inch rtc \ol i ni£:hl wvv 

4 'ilmsVt piium; all the ablutional oSicot to be rcpnlcd T 1 e Shavkh, 
by handling the coqi e. became ceremonial^ inipnc and require! “ \Vu/u 
Iviforo he coaM |ray tith' r .at home or in the Mo.tjne 

*i '1 ho blnalh had h ft it when lie went out to perform Wnnu 

0 A».'ib "biir’ -- the }>vU and'Ctrubcan “bilula** aud ** SiUdns,” n 
walcr-jK)i 

VO I . I\. 
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asked him, Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may 
acquaint the Emir ^ ** The sharper answered, ** Yes,” and made 
off to his abode, where he found the Marw man a-wooing his wife 
and saying to her, ** By thy life, thou wilt never again look upon 
his face for the best reason that by this time he is buried: I 
myself escaped not from them but after toil and trouble, and if 
he speak, they will do him to death.” Quoth she, ‘‘ And "what 
wouldst thou have of me ? ” and quoth he, “ Satisfy my desire 
and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.” And 
he began toying with her as a prelude to possession. Now when 
the Rayy man heard this, he said, “Yonder wittol-pimp lusteth 
after my wife; but I will at once do him a damage.” Then he 
rushed in upon them, and when Al-Marwazi saw him, he won¬ 
dered at him and said to him, “ How didst thou make thine 
escape ^ ” Accordingly he told him the trick he had played, and 
they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk, 
and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said the 
man of Marw, “ In very sooth, mine absence hath been prolonged 
and lief would I return to my own land.” Al-Razi said, “ As 
thou wiliest”, and the other rejoined, “ Let us divide the monies 
,we have made and do thou go with me to my home, so I may 
show thee my tricks and my works.” Replied the man of Rayy, 
“ Come to-morrow, and we will divide the coin,” So the Manv 
man went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 
“We have collected us great plenty of money, and the dog would 
fain take the half of it; but such thing shall never be, for my mind 
hath been changed against him, since I heard him making love 
to thee; now, therefore, I propose to play him a tnck and enjoy 
all the money; and do thou not oppose me.” She replied, “ *Tis 
well”; and he said to her, “To-morrow, at peep o* day I will 
feign myself dead, and do thou cry aloud and tear thy hair, 
whereupon the folk will floclc to me. Then lay me out and bury 
me , and, when the folk are gone away from the grave, dig doivn to 
me and take me; and fear not for me, as I can abide without 
harm two days in the tomb-niche.^” W^hereto she made answer, 
“Do e’en whatso thou wilt.” Accordingly, when it was the 
dawn-hour, she bound his beard and spreading a veil over him, 
shrieked aloud, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to 
her, men and women. Presently, up came Al-Marwazi, for 
the division of the money, and hearing the keening asked. 


I Arab '• I-ahd, Luhd/’ the niche or cell hollowed out m the side of the 
oblong trench here the corpse is deposited and covered with palm-fronds etc 
to prevent the earth touching it. See my Pilgrimage ii 304 * ' 
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"<\Vhnt may be the news?'' Q«oih they, <*Thy brother i*; 
dead ” ; and qnoth he in The acenrsed felioAV co/cnoth 

me, SD he may get all the coin for himself, but I will presently 
do with him v,hat shall soon re-quickcn him." Then he tare 
the liosom of Ins robe and bared his head, \NCcping and saying, 
•*Alas, my In other, aht Alas, my chief, ah! Alas, my lord, 
ah!" And ho v/cnl m to the men, who rose and condoled 
with him. Ihcn he acco^tcd the Kayy man’s wife and said 
to her, “How came his death to occur?*’ Said she, I knoAv 
nothing except that, when I arovC in the morning, I found him 
dead." Moreover, he questioned her of the money nhich was vdlh 
her, but she cried, “ 1 have no knowledge of this and no tidings.*’ 
So he s;it down at hi'; fellow-sharper's head, and said to him, 
“ Know, O Razi, that 1 will not leave thee till after ten da)S with 
their nights, whcr^iin I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So ri';e 
and don't be a fool." But he answered him not, and the man 
of T^larw* drew his knife and fell to sticking it into the othcr^s 
hands and fett, puqiosing to nnke him move; but he stirred not 
and he prc'-xntl)' grew weary of this and determined that the 
sliarper was really dead. However, he still had his suspicions 
.ind said to himself, “ Tliis fellow is falsing me, so he may enjoy 
all the money." Therewith he began to prepare the body for 
burial and bought for it perfumes and wdiatso was needed* Then 
they brought him to tlic v.ashing-placc and Al-Marwazi came 
to him; and, healing water till it boded and bubbled, and a third 
of it w'as c\aporatcd, fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it 
turned bnght red and lively blue and was blistered; but he abode 
still on one casc.^ Presently they wrapped liim in the shroud 
and set him on the bier, which they took up and bearing him to 
the burial-place, placed him in the gravc-nichc and filled in the 
earth; after which the folk dispersed. But the I^banv man and 
the wddow abode by the tomb, weeping, and ceased not sitting 
till sundovrn, wlien the woman said to him, “Come, let us hie us 
b.ome, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the 
dead." He replied to her, “By Allah, I will not budge hence 
tilJ I have slept and waked by lliib tomb ten days wnth their 
nights!" When she heard this Ins speech, she feared lest he 
should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; 
but she said in her mind, “ This one disscmbicth: an 1 leave 
him and return to my house, he will tarry by him a little while 

2 Tor the incredible amount of torture which eastern obstinacy uiU some 
limes endure, see Al*Mas'uih*s talc of the mi&crable httle old man‘w ho btole 
the ten purges, vol vi night dcccxxxiv. 
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and go away.’^ And Al-Manvazi said to her, Arise, thou, and 
hie thee home/’ So she arose and repaired to her house, whilst 
the man of Marw abode in his place till the night was half spent, 
when he said to himself, How long? Yet how can I let this 
knavish dog die and lose the money ? Better I open the tomb 
on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of 
gnevous beating and torment/* Accordingly, he dug him up and 
pulled him forth of the grave; after which he betook himself 
to a garden hard by the burial-ground, and cut thence staves 
and palm-fronds/ Then he tied the dead man’s legs and laid 
on to him with the staff and beat him a gnevous beating; but the 
body never budged. When the time grew longsome on him, his 
shoulders became a-weary, and he feared lest some one of the 
watch passing on his round should surprise and seize him. So he 
took up Al-Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed 
not till he came to the ^lagians’ mortuary-place and casting him 
down in a Tower of Silence/ rained heav}’’ blows upon him till 
his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not. Then he 
seated him b}'^ his side and rested; after which he rose and re¬ 
newed the beating upon him; and thus he did till the end of the 
night, but without making him move. Now, as Destiny decreed, 
a band of robbers whose wont it was, when they had stolen any¬ 
thing, to resort to that place and there divide their loot, came 
thither in early-dawn, according to their custom ; they numbered 
ten and they had Mith them much wealth which they were 
carr)ung. When they approached the Tow er of Silence, they heard 
a noise of blows within it and their captain cned, “This is a 
Magian whom the Angels^ are tormenting/* So they entered the 
cemetery, and as soon as they arnved over against him, the man of 
Marw feared lest they should be the watchmen come upon him, 


1 Arab " Jaridali *’ {whence the Jarid-game) a palm-frond stnpped of its 

leases and used for a host of purposes besides flogging, chairs, sofas, 
bedsteads, etc , etc Tales of heroism in “eating stick” are alwajs 

nighiy relished by the lo\ver orders of Egyptians, wEo pnde themselves upon 
preferring the severest bastinado to paying the smallest amount of “ nnt ” 

2 Arab “Nawus.” the hoIIo\v tower of masoni*) with a grating over the 
central well upon tvhich the Jklagian corpse is placed to be torn by birds of 
pre) it IS kept up by the Parsi population of Bombay' and is known to 
Europeans as the “ Tower of Silence ” Kais and Nawais also mean a 
1 yreUirum. a fire-temple, and ha^e a whimsical resemblance to the Greek 
-Nao? 

Kakir the Interrogatmg Angels, see \ ol iv. night cccci 
to ) these names were given by the 

wSih thirteenth and fourteenth c ibits marked on the Kilometer 

whicn, m his uay% was expected to show sev enteen^ ' 
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The Tale of the Two Sharpers who 
each Cozened his Compeer. 

“ Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him 
forth of the gtave. . . . Then he tied the dead 
man'H legs and laid on to him with the staff and 
beat him a grievous heating; hut the body never 
budged.’' 
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t)h«:cfjre he ilai and stood anion^^ (he iombrJ The robbcis 
atUanced to (lie place and finding the man of Ka}y bound by 
the feet and !^y him some ^evenly slickc, wondered at tlnsv.ith 
evrmlinir \^opdcr, and said, Allah confound thccl Tliie was 
a nveuant, a man i/ manyenmes; for cirlh hath rtjeclcd him 
bom htr ami by my Hfc, Jic is yet fresh I This is his first 

n]"ht in the tomb, and the Angtisworc tormenting him but now; 
SD winwo of >oiJ hath n sm upon his soul, let iiim beat him, by 
v*ay of to Almighty Allah.” The robbers said, “ We be 

<nnti > tme and all”: so each of them \\cnt np to the coipse and 
dedi it .about one Inmdrrd blow^^ one ‘■’aymg the nlnle, ** 'I'his is 
foi mvT.thsr^! ” and another laid on to him crydng, ‘‘ This is for 
my grandfather!” v.lnbt a third muttered, “This is for my 
biotluT!” and a fourth CNcIaiincd, “This is for my mother!*’ 
And they nave not turns at liirn and beating him till they 

V.tro \\( xxy\ whilst AbMarwa^i itood laughing and saving in 
hinnUf. “‘Tis not I alone who ha\o entered into default against 
him4 There is no Majesty and there is no might save in Allah, 
the Glorious, the Great"! ” Then ihctoblHirs applied themselves 
tnjhirini: thsir \vhfrcJn \^as a s\voul \s)uch caused tlicm to 
fall out atunl the man who shotiUl take it. Ouoih the Captain, 
“ ’Tis m) rede that wt nnke pn>>f of it; so, an it be a fine blade, 
v>(; shall knov. its worth, and if it be uorthhss \\c shall know 
that” ; whereto tluy '-ud^ “dVy it on this corpse, for it is fresh.” 
So the Captain look tiic svoidand drawing it, biandisiicd and 
made a fd'e cut with it; but, when the man of Kayy saw this, 
he fedt sure of dc ith and saul in his mind, “ I have home the 
w.isliing si lb and the b'^ding water and the pricking w'Uli 
the knife p>itU and the giave-mche luid itb stiailness and all 
this, truitmg in Allah that I might bedeliwred from death, and 
indeed 1 have been dtHvmtl; but tiie sword I may not sufTcr, 
<'.rjng that one stroke of it will make me a dead man.” So 
.Wiving, ho sprang to his feet, and, seizing a thigh-bone of one 
d^'parted, shouted at the top of his \oice, “ O ye dead ones, take 
them to your-eUts!” And he smote one of them, whilst his 


1 Ihclcxt (\l 227) hw"Tan»uir” ' an oven, cVKkntlya inrp’‘iat for 

**Kub‘ir’* ^ uenifi . 

Arab *’*\n Abi'’ p’ (a prop'lntory oficnnir) lor m> fatbtr So m 
Mnrocco llw Vuv dt r-pl cr^“ < 1 t tlic-ate .1 shot to a spccnl p{iri>0‘ cor person, 
c-vin,. **Tom> xrt! “ -Tamv drad!’* '‘To my hor-^‘etc 

” a Tor tins formula \ol i night \m It is teclmically callecl 
••Haiikdab*’ and Haulnlah.*’ words m the third conjugation of increased 
(nH(CM*s. cnrrr pmding v/itJi ilm qundnlilcral radicals and posses ung the 
i^cuhar Tvjwcr of Kasr abbrc.ndon Of this same class is Basmalah 
(vok IV. nij'hl ccccxbu.; \ol vi. nif;ht deccKxxix) 
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mate of Manv^ smote another and they cried out at them and 
buffeted them on their neck-napes: whereupon the robbers left 
that which was with them of loot and ran away; and indeed 
their wnts took flight for terror, and they ceased not running hlJ 
they came forth of the hlagians' mortuary-ground and left it a 
parasang’s length behind them, when they halted, trembling and 
affrighted for the muchness of that which had befallen them of 
fear and awe of the dead.' As for Ai-Raxi and Al-Marwazi, they 
made peace each with other and sat down to share the spoil. 
Quoth the man of Mar\v, “ I wiU not give thee a dirham ol 
tins money, till thou pay me my due of the monies that be in 
thy house.” And quoth the man of Rayy, I will do naught 
of the kind,® nor will 1 ndthdraw this from aught of my due ” 
So they fell out thereupon, and disputed each with other and 
either of the twain went saying to his fellow, ** I AVill not give 
thee a dirham I ” Wherefore words ran high between them and 
the brawl was prolonged, kleanwhile, when the robbers halted, 
one of them said to the others, ‘‘ Let us go back and see ”; 
and the Captain said, “ This thing is impossible of the dead: 
never heard W’e that they came to life in such way. Return Ave 
and take our monies, for that the dead have no need of moneyv * 
And they were divided in opinion as to returning, but presently 
one said, “ Indeed, our weapons are gone and ive may not prevail 
against them and 'Will not draw near the place; only let one of us 
go look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him suggest 
to us what we shall do.” At this the}^ agreed that they should 
send a man of them and assigned him for such mission two parts 
of the plunder. Accordingly, he returned to the bunal-ground 
and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the Tower of 
Silence, when he heard the %vords of Al-Marwazi to his fellow’, 
** I wall not give thee a single dirham of the money I” The other 
said the same and they were occupied wnth brawding and abuse 
and talk So the robber returned in haste to his mates, who said, 
« What IS behind thee*Quoth he, “Get you gone and run 
fox your lives, O fools, and save yourselves: much people of the 
dead are come to life and between them are words and brawls/* 


1 This scene with the watch would be relished xu the cohee-house. where 
the trichs of robbers, like a gird at the police, are always acceptable 

2 Arab ’• La at’al *’, more commonly afal Ala and La are S3iion}- 
xnous negatxxe particles, diffenng, howe\er, m applicaUon Ala (Gr pre¬ 
cedes dehmles, or indefinites La and X/am (Gr only indefinites as 

Ld Udha,*' etc 

^ 5 Alluding to the proverb, What hast thou left behind thee. O Asam > 

f f, what didst thou see > ' . . ] 
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llcrc:\t the robbers fled, whilst the two sharpers returned to the 
nnn of Rnyy‘s liousc and made peace, and added the robbers* 
s|»ll to the monies they had gained and lived a length of time 
“Kor, O king of the age** (cotninued the Wazir), «*5s tins 
stranger or rarer than the story of the Four Sharpers with the 
Shi^oft and the When the king heard this story, he smiled 

and it pleased him and he bade the Minister to his own house. 

Cbr CTtucnti^gcfoniJ Flight cf ffje 

Wnnx the evening evened, King Shah Bakht summoned the 
Warir and requued of him the hearing of the story. So 
Al-Kahwan sud, ** Hearkening and obedience. Give tar, O 
King, to 

TUB TALE OF HIE SflAItPERS 15777/ THE SHROFF^ 
ASn THE ASSr 

Four sharpcis onvt* plotted against a Shroff, a man of much 
wealth, and agreed upon a rdeigiit for securing some of his com'^. 
So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein 
were dirhams, lighted down at the sliop of the Shroff and sought 
of him small change. The man of monies brought out to him 
the siher bus and bartered them wath him, whilst the sharper 
rvas easy wuli him in the mailer of the exchange, so he might gar 
him long for more gain. As tlicy were thus, up came the other 
three shaipcrs and surrounded the donixcy; and one of them 
said, *Tis he,” and another said, “ Wait till I look at him/* 
Then he took to consiticring the ass and stroking him from crest* 
to tail *, whilst the third went up to him and handled lum and felt 
him from head to rump, saying, Yes, His in him.” Saul 
another, ** Ko, *us not in him*'; and they left not doing the like 
of tins for some time. Then they accosted the donkcy*s owner 
and chaffered with lum and he said, “I W'ill not sell him but 
for ten thousaml dirhanls.” They offered him a thousand dirhams; 
but he refused and sv/ore that he ivould not vend the ass but 
for that which he had said. They ceased not adding to their 
offer till the price reached five thousand dirhams, wdiilst 
their male still said, '* Til not vend him save for ten thousand 
silver pieces/* The Shroff advised him to sell, but he w'ould not 
do this and said to lum, “llo, shaykh ! Thou woUest not the 


t Arab *' Sa)rari/* s n as '' Sarraf ” ' see vol i niqht x\i. 
2 Arab •• \bMa rafah^'^thc place where the mane grows 
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case of this donkey. Stick to silver and gold, and what per- 
taineth thereto of exchange and small change; because indeed 
the virtue of this ass is a mystery to thee. For every craft its 
ciafty men, and for every means of livelihood its peculiar people.” 
When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they 
went away and sat down aside ; then they came up privily to the 
mone^^-changer and said to him, ‘‘ An thou can buy him for us, 
do so, and we will give thee twenty dirhams.” Quoth he, “Go 
away and sit dowm at a distance fiom him ” So they did as he 
bade, and the Shroff 'went up to the owmer of the ass and ceased 
not lunng him with lucre and saying, “Leave these w'lghts and 
sell me the donkey, and I \yi11 reckon him a present from thee,” 
till he sold him the animal foi five thousand and five hundred 
dirhams. Accordingly, the money-changer iveighed out to him 
that sum of his owm monies, and the owmer of the ass took the 
price and delivered the beast to him, sa3dng, “ What so shall 
betide, though he abide a deposit upon thy neck^ sell him not to 
3'onder cheats for less than ten thousand dirhams, for that they 
Avould fain buy him because of a hidden hoard they knoiv -whereto 
naught can guide them save this donke3^ So close thy hand on 
him and cross me not, or thou shalt repent.” Whth these W’ords 
he left him and went aw’a3'’, whereupon up came the three other 
sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the Shroff, 
“ God requite thee for us with good, in'that thou hast bought 
him > How^ can w’e rew^ard thee? ” Quoth he, “ I w^ill not sell 
him but for ten thousand dirhams.” When they heard that the3’^ 
returned to the ass and fell again to examining him like buyers, 
and handlmg him. Then said they to the mon03'-changer, 
“ Indeed we w ere deceived in him. This is not the ass we 
sought and he is not wmrth to us more than ten nusfs.-” Then 
they left him and offered to go away, w’hereat the Shroff w^as 
sore chagrined and cned out at their speech, sa3ung, “ O folk, 
ye asked me to bu3’' him for yon and now^ I have bought him, 3'e 
say, we were deceived in him, and he is not Avorth to us more 
than ten nusfs.” They replied, “ We thought that in him w^as 
w^hatso Ave w^anted; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that 
AA’hich Ave AA'ish ; and indeed he hath a blemish, for that he is short 
of back.” Then they made long noses® at him and Avent aAA^ay 
from him and dispersed. The money-changer deemed the3’- did but 


lie, though the ass remain on thy hands 

2 •' Hal\es,’* I f , of dirhams, see vol 1 night \\\\ 111 

3 Arab **Taannafuthe Germ lange Nase 
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play birn off, that ihc) m5"ht get the donkoy at iheir own price, 
Init, when ihc) walked a\\.\y from him and he had longrmnited 
thojj return, he cned out, siyrng, **Well-nwayr’ and **I?innr' 
4\nd **Sorry ca««c 1 nm in!** and shrieked aloud and rent Ins 
lainumt. So Uic market-people as'^cmbled to him and quesuoned 
ium of In's care; whereupon he acquainted them uilh Ins condition 
and told them what the knnvc's had raid and how they had corened 
him and how thc\ had cajoUd him into Innnng an ass worth ftft}' 
dirhams* fci fne thou'=and and fne hundred.- liis fneiuh blamed 
him and a gailutincr of the folk laughed at him and admired hrs 
folly and o\or*faiih in believing tlic talk of the shaipi.rs without 
sn‘ipiuon, and meddling with that which he mukr^^lond not, and 
thrusting him‘=cif into that whereof he hnd no sure knowledge 
On this wise* O King Shah Ikikht (continued the Wazir), *‘is 
the issue of greed for the goods of the world, and iiulced coveting 
that which our knowledge contniiuth not shill lend to luin and 
tepeutance* Kor, O King of tlic age** (addtvl he), ” is this ^tor} 
-stranger than that of the Cheat and the Merchant^/* When the 
King heard lhc<-e v\ords, he said in himself, “ Indeed, had I given 
»*ar to the si} mgs of mv com tiers and inclined to their idle prate 
m the matte: of jny Mini'-lcr, I had icpeutcd to the uttcrest of 
penitence, bvii Alhaindohllah—laud be to the Lord*—who hath 
‘hsposc/1 me to endurance and long-sufit ting and hath vouchsafed 
to me patience r* Then he turned to the Wa*nr and dismissed 
him to hh dwcllii'g and gave conge those v\ho v\cre pre^^ent, 
.according to his custom. 

{Tke wtucntn of tfic 

\Vhl\’ the evening cv'cncd, the King smninnntd the Mmistci 
and wdien he presented him^-^lf before him, he lequired of him 
the healing of the story. So he saul, 'Mleniing and ubcqmg. 
-(Vive ear, O iUustriinis lord, to 

7i//: 7JLK OF rilE CllFM AND TUB 
MLRCJIANlSr 

There WMS once in olden lime a certain Cheat, who could 
turn the car inside out by his talk, and he was a model of 
vieverness and quick wit and skill and mischief. It was his wont 


1 Al>out fort) slnUings 

2 About 
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to enter a town and make a show of being a trader and engage 
in intimacy with people of worth and sit in session with the 
merchants, for his name was noted as a man of virtue and piety. 
Then he would put a sleight on them and take of them what 
he might spend and fare forth to another stead; and he ceased 
not to do thus for a while of time. It chanced one day that 
he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with 
him of merchandise, and made friends of the merchants of 
the place, and took to sitting with them and entertaining them 
and inviting them to his quarters and his assembly, whilst 
they also invited him to their houses He abode after such 
fashion a long time until he was minded to quit the city; and 
this was bruited among his intimates, who grieved for parting 
from him. Then he betook himself to one of them who was the 
nchest in substance and the most conspicuous for generosity, 
and sat with him and borrowed his goods, and when rising 
to depart, he bade him return the deposit that he had left with 
him. Quoth the merchant, ‘‘And what is the deposit?^* and 
quoth the Cheat, “ ’Tis such a purse, with the thousand dinars 
therein.” The merchant asked, ‘‘And when didst thou give me 
that same ’ ” and the Cheat answered, “Extolled be Allah of All 
Might 1 Was it not on such a day, by such a token which is 
thus and thus ? ” The man rejoined, “ I know naught of tb/s,” and 
words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk who 
heard them disputed together concerning their sa>ingsand doings, 
till their voices rose high and the neighbours had Imowledge of 
that which passed between them.^ Then said the Cheat, “ O 
people, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit 
which he denieth having received: so in whom shall men put 
trust after this ? ” And they said, “ This person is a man of 
worth and we have known in him naught but trustiness and good 
faith and the best of breeding, and he is endowed with sense and 
manliness.^ Indeed, he affirmeth no false claim, for that we have 


I Characteristically Eastern and Moslem is this action of the neighboars^ 
and bystanders A walk through any Oriental city show a croud of 
people screaming and gesticulating, unth thundering }^ells and lightning 
glances, as if about to close m mortal fight, concerning some matter u hich in 
no way concerns them Our European cockneys and hadauds mostly content 
themselves with staring and mobbing 

2. Mab Mnruwwah,*' lit manlmess, especially in the sense of generosity.. 
So the saying touching the '*Mi>an,“ or Moslem of India.— 

Fi ’hruz kuwwah 
Fi *1 Hindi muruwwah 
\\^en nee have strength, you’ll haply find. 

In Hindi man, a manly mind 



?y:e <^/ the Ch^iit avJ He ^fenhants. 
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con'^nrtccl and as*^ociatcd with him and he ^^^th us, and ^^c know 
iht sinccnty of his religion.'* Then qnolh one of them to the 
merchant, ** Ho, Such-an-onc! Bethink thee of the past and 
refresh thy memory, h cannot be that thou hast fotgolten.’* But 
quoth he, O people, I wot nothing of what he saith, for indeed 
he deposited luaueht with me”: and the matter wan prolonged 
bvtween them. Then Svaid the Cheat to the merchant, << I am 
about to travel and 1 have, praised be Allah Almighty, much 
wealth, and tins money shall not escape me; but do thou make 
oath to me.*’ And the folk said, “Indeed, this man doth justice 
up"»n him^clfd” Whereupon the merchant fell into that wdiich 
he dibhkcd,’' and came nigh iq>on loss and ill fame. Nonv he had 
a friend, who pretended to sharpness and intelligence; so he came 
up to him secretly and said to him, Let me do so I may cheat 
this Cheat, for 1 Know liiin to be a hai, and thou art near upon 
luving to \vcigh out the gold ; Imt I will parry off suspicion from 
thee and say to liim, The tlepa^it is with me and thou erredst m 
suspecting that it was with other tlian myself, and so I will 
divert him from thee.” The oilier replied, Do so, and rid the 
penple of such pretended debts,” Accordingly the friend turned 
to the Cheat, and siid to him, ** 0 my lord, I am Such-anyone, 
and thou goes! under a delusion. The pin^e is with me, for it 
w,ir» with me tint thou depositedsl it, and this ShayWi is innocent 
of it.” But tlu Cheat ansvrered liini with impatience and nn- 
pctuosiiy, saying, “ E\tollcd be Allah ^ As for the purse that is 
wuth ll'ce, O noble and faithful man, I know ’tis under Allah’s 
charge, and my heart is easy anent it, because 'tis with thee as 
il %vcrv with me; but I began by demanding the purse avhich 
I ckposited with this man, of rny Knowledge that he covclcth 
liic goods of folk.” At this the friend was confounded and put 
to silence and returned not a reply; and the onl} result of his 
mcddlingv.as that each of them—nicichant and friend—had to 
pay .1 thousand gold pieces. So the Cheat took the two thousand 
dinars and made off; and when he w^as gone, the merchant said 
to his friend, the man of pretended sharpness and intelligence, 
“Ho, Sneh-an-one! Thou and I are like tlic Falcon and the 
Locust.** The friend asked, “What w\as their ease?” and 
the merchant answered with 


j ff., !us claim jubt .'uid reasonable, 

2 I have Doled {%o\ 1 mght wui) tint good Mo'^lcms bhun a formal oath, 
alihoiigU b> Allah ’ *' is c\ cr on their tonguc<; 
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fHE STORY OF THE FALCON AND THE LOCUST} 

There was once, of old time, a Falcon who made himself a 
nest hard by the home of a Locust, and his neighbour gloried in 
such neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him 
with the salam and said, “O my lord and lord of all the birds, 
indeed the nearness to thee dehghteth me, and thou honourest 
me with thy vicinity, and my soul is fortified with thee.” The 
Falcon thanked her for this, and friendship between them followed. 
One day, the Locust said to the bird, “ O prince of the flying 
race, how is it that I see thee alone, solitary, having ^vith thee 
no friend of thy kind, the volatiles, on whom thou mayst repose 
in time of gladness, and of whom thou mayst seek aid in 
tide of sadness ^ Indeed, ’tis said —Man goeth about seelnng 
ease of body and ward of strength, and there is naught in this 
more necessary to him than a true friend who shall be the crown 
of his comfort and the column of his career, and on whom shall 
be his dependence in his distress and in his delight. Now I, 
although ardently desiring thy weal in that which befitteth thy 
rank and degree, yet am weak in that which the soul craveth; 
but, an thou deign give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of 
the birds who shall fellow thee in body and strength,” And the 
Falcon said, ** I commit this to thee and rely upon thee herein.” 
Thereupon, O my brother (quoth the merchant), the Locust 
began going round the company of the birds, but saw naught 
resembling the Falcon in bulk and body save the Kite, and 
thought well of her. So she brought the twain together and 
counselled the Falcon to foregather with the Kite. Presently it 
fortuned that the Falcon fell sick and the Kite tamed with and 
tended him a long while till he recovered, and became sound and 
strong ; wherefore he thanked her and she fared from him. But 
after some days, the Falcon’s sickness returned to him, and he 
needed succour of the Kite; so the Locust went out from him 
and was absent from him a day; after which she returned to him 
with another locust,^ saying, “ I have brought thee this one.” 


1 Most Arabs believe that the black cloud which sometimes produces, 
besides famine, contagious fevers and pestilence, like that which in 1799 de¬ 
populated the cities and country of Barbary, is led by a king locust, the 
Sultan Jarad 

2 The text is hopelessly corrupt, and we have no other with which to 
collate Apparently a portion of the tale has fallen out, making a non-sens of 
its ending, which suggests that the kite gobbled up the tvs o locusts at her ease, 
and left the falcon to himself 
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Th^ Ttxk of ilc ixrd hh CLovderlaith Wife, 

When the Falcon i'avv' her, he <a5(!, ‘^God requite Uicc Vi*ith 
;;oovi! Iiuhvd, thou h.i^il done %vcn in the f}uest, ;uul ilum hnnl 
iduwn iaibliety run! di^crhnhntion in the choke/* All thi*^, O 
:ny lnu:hei (conlinurd iho :nerchnnt}, hr felt hc^au'e the Locust 
had no l:iio\vhH^; 4 c of the essence v.htch hsrtxtth in the oulci 
iU!oMu;cc of Ai? thee, O iny brother (Allah requitt* 

thee with weal 1), thou \va*;t i^uhtle m device ami unedst pic^aution, 
but forctliouqht a\adeth rot aij.unst lMt<% and hVirtunu fnjc- 
ctd tint'd b.ifihth force of fence* flow c\C'‘!ienl ic tlic t?a\in^Df 
the poet v.hca lie i-pahe these enupkts *: — 

It clnnce^ \^Jnk ^ that thr‘ hhnd in m t ' a i a, • WMl 1 he vh i 
r dear t>f i \ :ht f dl into it. 

Tile h;ner.mt man in\\ tpfMh-v^ith mijninUy • A \^nrd that v* death 
to the id and tie npe of 

llie tnic In''tier i* phuhed for hi^ daiU h;i id, ♦ WhiLt infidtl 
ronia*% c *ipvv nil Ik neat. 

W here h .i luauV n ofuc*-* ami r^iii d*>" • U i«t!ie AIm»fJ)ty** 
Null; v*c muHl ♦ uhmu* 

“ Kor ’* (conlimied the Warn) ** i; thi^, O 1 Ini: of the ago, rarer 
or fdrnnger than the story of tin* King and hk Chambirlaink 
wife; iKiy, tht’^ ir* nv*re v.ondroas than that and more (klcctable.*'' 
When the ling hcnid ihL; story, he v.ug strongihtned in his 
resolve to spire the MmisUr, and to cichew haste in an afTaii 
whereof he v.as not certified; so he comforted him and bade him 
hie to his home. 

C{jr (rinrntp/ourlf) /lijjht rf t5c 

WtirM it v.as night, the King summoned tltc Warir and sought 
of him the hearing of the story. AbKahwan replied, J U arUening 
and obuLcnc^!^ Listen, O august sovr.in, to 

THE TALE or HIE KIKG AND liJS ClIAMDEELAIS^^S 

WIFEN^ 


There v.ms once, 5a days of yore and in ages and times long 
gone before, a King of the lungs of llic Persians, who was much 
aiidiclcd to the love of fair women. I lib courtiers b]>ake him of 
the wik of a certain of hib Chamberlain*;, a model of beauty and 


j The hm ^Iia\c occurred in vol i nifln xx\, I quote Mr I’aNne. 

2 The f.djUau is a fasouritc in the JIvt, th’i. is die thiul tuio U ban 
o ourrf<lNulti minor moOificMions Of coui >e the original w.vj foumkd on 
f t, and the fact v.as and is by no means uncommon 
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loveliness and perfect grade, and this egged him on to go in to 
her. When she saw him she knew him and said to him, ‘‘ What 
urgeth the King to this that he doeth ? ” and he replied, saying, 

“ Venly, I long for thee vnth excess of longing, and there is no 
help but that I enjoy thy favours.” And he gave her of wealth 
that after whose like women lust; but she said, ** I cannot do the 
deed whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband ”; and 
she refused herself to him ^vlth the most ngorous of refusals, and 
ivould not suffer him to win his wish. So the Idng went out in 
wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place. Now it chanced that 
her husband entered immediately after his lord had departed, and 
saw the girdle and knew it. He was aware of the king^s love 
for women ; so quoth he to his wife, What be this I see with 
thee ^ ” Quoth she, “ Til tell thee the truth,” and recounted to 
him the occurrence, but he believed her not and suspicion entered 
his heart. As for the King, he passed that night in care and 
concern, and when the morning morrowed, he summoned that 
Chamberlain and made him governor of one of his provinces; 
then he bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he 
should have departed and fared afar, to foregather vnth his wdfe. 
The Chamberlain perceived his project and kenned his intent; so 
he answered, sa3ung, “To hear is to obey' ” presently adding, 
“ I will go and order my affairs and give such injunctions as may 
be needed for the well-doing of my affairs ; then will I go about 
the sovran’s commission,” And the King said, “ Do this and 
make haste ” So the Chamberlain went about that which he 
needed and assembling his wife’s kinsfolk, said to them, “ I am 
determined to dismiss my ^vife.” They took this ilLof him and 
complained of him and summoning him before the sovereign, sat 
prosecuting him. Now the King had no knowledge of that 
which had passed, so he said to the Chamberlain, “Why wilt 
thou put her away and how can thy soul consent to this, and 
why takest thou unto thyself a fine and fertile piece of land and 
presently forsakest it> ” Answered the husband, “ Allah amend 
the king ^ By the AJmighty, O my King, I saw therein the trail 
of the lion and fear to enter that land, lest the lion devour me; 
and the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the 
Crone and the Draper’s Wife.” The king asked, “What is 
their adventure ? ” and the Chamberlain answered, “ Hear, O 
lang, 



Ifx Sh^ry of il,c Crone and the Dtapeds Wife, 
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lUE STORY OF THE CRONE AND THE DRAPER'S 

WIFE}" 

There v.'ns once a nnn of the Diapers, who had a beautiful 
wife, and she was curtained^ and chaste, A certain yount^ man 
saw her coming forth of the Ifammain »nrul loved her, and his 
heart was engrossed with her. So he devised for access to her 
all manner of <k\iccs, but availed not to foregather with her; 
and w'hen he was a-wcary and his patience failed for travail and 
trouble, and his foilitudc betrayed and forsook }nm, and he was at 
an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an 
iii-omcned crone/ who promised him to bring about union be¬ 
tween him and his bclo\cd. lie thanked htr for lliis and 
promised her all manner of dc:tu*a^; and she sud to him, ‘‘Hie 
thee to her husband and buy of bim a Uirb.uubcloth of fine linen, 
and let it be of the very best of sUiff.” So he repaired to the 
Draper and, buying of him a turband-cloih of lawn, returned and 
ga\c it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two 
places. Then she donned the dress of a devotee and taking the 
turbambcloth with her, w‘ent to the Draper’s house and knocked 
at the floor. When the Draper's wdfc saw» her thus Iiabitcd as a 
holy woman, she opened to her and 4 uhmtted her with kindly 
reception, and made much of her and w’elcomed her; so the 
crone went in to her and con\crscd with her awhile. Then said 
she to her, “ I WMnt to make the Wuzu-abliition preparatory to 
prayer/'' At these words the wife brought the w’atcr and she 
made the ablution, and standing up to pray, prayed and satisfied 
herself; and wlicn she had ended her orisons, she left the 
Uirband-clolh in the place of prayer and fared forth. Presently, 
in came the Draper, at the hour of night-devotions, and sitting 
down in the prayer-place wdicrc the old woman liad prayed, 
looked about him and espied the (iirband. He knew it and 
suspected foul play; so wTath showed in his face and he was 
furious W’ith his wife and reviled her, and abode his day and 
his night without speaking to her, during nil wdiich while she 
knew not the cause of his rage. Then she looked and seeing the 


1 Tlni is a rechauffe of *‘1110 House uith the Belvedere ” , see \ol. v. 

“Maslurah “ « veiled, ucU-guarded, confined in the Harem 

3 Arab “ *Aju? nahs " « an old \soman so crafty that she v.as a calamity 
to fnexuls and foes 

4 Here, as in many places the text is painfully concise, the crone says 
only, ** The Wuzu for the pra>cr I ’• 


2 o 8 Svppkmenfal Ntghis, 

turband-cloth before him, and noting the traces of burning 
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this, and 
concluded that he was in ill-temper because it was burnt. When 
the morning morrowed, the Draper went out, still wroth with his 
wife, and the crone returned to her and found her changed of 
colour, pale of complexion, dejected and heart-broken. So she 
questioned her of the cause, and the wife told her how her 
husband was angered against her on account of the burns in the 
turband-cloth.^ Rejoined the old woman, O my daughter, be 
not chagrined; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy 
life, shall fine-draw the holes and restore the turband-cloth as it 
was.’* The wnfe rejoiced in her sa}ing and asked her, “And 
when shall this be ^’* The crone answ^ered, “To-morrow, 
Inshallali—an it please Allah the Most High—I wull bring him 
to thee, at the time of thy husband’s going forth from thee, and 
he shall fine-draw^ it and depart forthwith.” Then she com¬ 
forted her heart and going aw'a}^ from her, returned to the young 
man and acquainted him wutb what had passed. Now when the 
Draper saw the turband-cloth, he determined to divorce his w'lfe, 
and waited only till he could collect that w'hich vras obligatory on 
him of the contingent dowTy and what not else,- for fear of her 
people. When the crone arose in the morning, she took the 
young man and carried him into the Draper’s house. The wife 
opened the door to her, and the ill-omened old w^oman entered 
wuth him and said to the lady, “ Go, fetch that w'hich thou 
wouldest have fine-drawn and gne it to my son.” So saying, 
she bolted the door on her, wdiereupon the young man possessed 
her against her will and did his want of her and went forth. 
Then cried the crone, “ Know that this is my son,--and that he 
' loved thee wuth exceeding love and w^as lilve to lose his life for 
longing after thee; so I devised for thee wuth this device, and 
came to thee w'lth this turband-cloth, w'hich is not thy husband’s, 
but my son’s Now^ have I won to my wush , so do thou trust in 
me and I wull put a sleight on thy husband for setting thee right 
with him, and thou w’llt be subject to me and to him and to m}*' 
son®” And the w^ife replied, “ *Tis w^ell. Do so.” Presently 
the old w^oman returned to the lover and said, “ Know- thou that 
I have engineered the affair for thee wdth her; and now w-e must 


1 I ba\e followed IMr PajTie. who supplies this sentence to make the 
Tale run smooth!} 

t 2 * the half of the mamage-settlement due to the wife on dnorcement 
and whate^ er monies he may ha\ e borrow cd of her ’ 

3 * f , tnou w lit ha^ e satisfied us all three 
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mend that ^vo have maired. llic thee and sit with the Drapei 
and mention to him the turhaml-clolh, sayin^Tr ** The Unhand 1 
bought of ihcc I chanced to burn m tv»o placet; so I gave il to 
a certain old woman, to have fme-drawn, and she look it and 
weal a\\a 3 % and I know not her dueiling-pIaccJ When thou 
scest me pa^s by, rise and lay hold of me, and den and of int 
the cloth, to the intent that I ma} arrange her affair with 
her spouse and that matters go right with ihec in h, r regard/' 
According I \ he icpiircd to the Dr.i par's shop and sal down 
by liim and asked him, ** Thou knowcsl the turbamhcloth I 
bought of thee?” “Yes” “ Knowest thou what is come 
of It ? ” “ No.” “ After I bought it of thec I fumigated 
myself* and it fortuned that the turband-cloth was burnt in two 
places; so 1 it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine* 
(hawer, and she tool: it and faxed foith with it; and 1 know not 
luT home/* When the l')iapei heard thK, he was slat lied by tlu 
thought tint lie had suspected his wafe wrongfully, and marvelled 
at the story of the turbaiubrlolh, and hn mind wms made cas} 
anent her. After a shott wdule, up came the old woman, where* 
upcm the young man spnrng to his feet and seiying her, demanded 
of her the turband*cIoth. Said she, “ Know that I entered cm 
of the houses andwuauki and prayed in tiie pra\er*place^; and 
I forgot the tiuband cloth tlicie and went out. Kow I w^cct not 
the house in which I piaycd, nor ha\c I been divinely directed * 
thereto, ami I go round about every day till the mght, so haply 1 
may light on the dwelling, for 1 know not its owner.” When the 
I^iaper heard these w'ords, he said to the old woman, “Vciil}. 
Alkih icstorclh to thee what thing thou hast lost, kle gladdened 
by good news, for the lurband-cloth is wnlh me and in my house/” 

1 Here I follow Mr ra}no, who hassUlfully fine*dra\vn ihe holes in Uk 
origin'll tr\t 

2 SLC'i.rl \i nUhtihrlKMii , \nl \it ni^ht dccccKi 

3 Arab. •* Mitsall’i/* which ma> bj: cUht r a pnvii'ir carpel, apurcphc' 
in a hou^e. or a sm\ll chap J hkc that ncir Shinir which H.Uir immortahstxl 

'♦ Bnnss l>o>, the Mip th.it’A m the cup, m highest Iluavcn man ne’er shall 

lind 

Such valcr> marf;c as Rnl nAbld, MiralU’s mares rose entwmed ’* 

4 Arab “ Ihiid.i/’^ di\me diriction to lliurt or salvation The old 
Kiwd wa* soil drt' u\ as a devotee, and keep^* up the cant of )icr caste Ko 
'.cnsibtc man m the J^ast ever allow 3 a rchtSious old woman to pars hi» 
threshold. 

5 In this tale “poetical justice** is n^^ihcted. but the teller skilfulK 
cau‘.ed the wife to be raMshed and not to bo a pirticep^ cnmmis. The lovei 
escapes scotTrt*' because MoilcmN, as well as limdus, hold tint the amourist 
under c< ttam conditions is justifietl in obtaminn his object by fan means or 
loui See p 1 17 of “ HarK ldea», a C^roup of I Imdoo Stones,*' collected and 
collated by Auurjan [l\ 1 ''ArbiUhnot] London, Aliens, iSSi, 

\0L l\. 


O 
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And lie arose forthright and handed to her the turband-cloth, as 
it was, and she handed it to the young man. Then the Draper 
made peace with his wife, and gave her raiment and jewellery, 
till she was content and her heart was appeased. When the 
king heard his Chamberlain's story, he was dazed and amazed 
and said to him, “Abide on thy ser^uce and ear thy field for that 
the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more 
return thither.^'' Then he bestowed on him an honourable robe 
and made him a costly present; and the man returned to his 
^vife and people, rejoicing, his heart having been set at rest 
concerning his wife. “ Nor " (continued the Wazir), “ O King 
of the age, is this rarer or stranger than the story of the beautiful 
wife, a woman gifted of amorous grace, with the ugly Man, her 
husband.*' When King Shah Bakht heard the Minister's speech, 
he deemed it delectable and it pleased him; so he bade him hie 
to bis house, and there he tarried his day long. 

OTtotntp-Tiitlf) J3itjl)t of i]}t 

When the evening evened, the King summoned his Wazir and 
bade him tell the tale. So he said, “ 'Tis well. Hear, O King, 


THE TALE OF THE UGLY MAN AND HIS 
BEAUTIFUL WIFE:' 

There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of 
children, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than 
he of favour nor a more complete in comeliness ; no, nor a more 
perfect of prudence. When he came to man's estate, his father 
married him to his first cousin, the daughter of one of his 
paternal uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither^’as she 
laudable for qualities; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but 
he bore with her for the sake of kinship. One day, he fared 
forth in quest of certain camels” of his which had strayed and 
hied him on all his day and night till eventide, when he was 
fain to seek hospitality in an Arab camp. So he alighted 
at one of the tents of the tribesmen and there came forth to him 
a man short of stature and foul of favour, who saluted him with 


1 from the “Tale of the I^ing and his Wazir’s Wife “ 

\ol IV night dlwv 111 ® • 

2 Arab “Ibl/' a specific name it is presently ooDosed to 
she-dromedary, and “ Rahilah,’ a ridmg-camel. ^ A^ah, a 
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thesalim; and, locl^tring him in a corner of the tent, sat enter- 
taininp him nhh chat, the chccncst tliat might ho. When his 
food ^^as dressed, the Arab's ^vife brought it to the guest, and he 
looked at the nustrc'^s of the tent and savr a semblance than 
v.hich no seemlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and loveliness, 
her symmetry and perfect grace, amazed liim, and he was struck 
with astonishment, gazing now at her and then at her mate. 
When his looking grew* long, the man said to him, ** Ho, thou 
son of the worthy I Busy thyself with thine own business:, for 
by me and tins woman hanucth a wondrous talc which is even 
better than that thou sccsi of her beauty; and I will tell it to 
thee w*hen w*e ha\c made a finish of our food/' So, when they 
had ended eating and drinking, the young man asked his host 
for the story, and he said .—Know* tliat in my youth I was the 
same as thou scest me in the matter of loathliness and foul 
favour; and 1 had brethren of the fair^^st of the folk; wherefore 
my father preferred them over me and used to show* them kind¬ 
ness, to my exclusion, and made me serve in their stead, like as 
a master employcth slaves. One day, a dromedaiy of his strayeil 
from the herd of camels, and he said to me, “ Go tliou forth m 
quest of her and return not but w*ith iier." I replied, “ Send 
other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this 
and scolded me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to 
such a pass with him that he took a thong-whip and fell to 
beating me. So I arose and saddling a nding-camcl, mounted 
her and sallied forth at random, purposing to go into the 
w*olds and wilds and return to‘ him never more. I fared on 
all iny night and the next day, and coming at eventide^ to 
the encampment of this my wife's people, alighted down wuth 
and became the guest of her father, w*ho was a Shaykh 
well stricken in years. Now^ when it wms the noon of night, I 
arose and w*ent forth the tent at a call of nature, and none 
knew* of my case save this woman. The dogs follow^ed me as 
a suspected stranger, and ceased notw^orr>ing me* till I fell on 


1 Here is used m Us literal sense, **I c%ened’* (came at 

evening), and thh vl tlic ca*^r seven such verbs, Asbaha, Azha, 

Arhara, A’lnma, Zalla, .and B^Ua, which cither conjoin the sense of the 
*:enicncc with thur respective times, morning, evening, forenoon, noon ami 
the first sun-down v.atch, all day and all night, or are used '‘clegautl>/' as 
grammarians saj, for the .simple becoming” or *' being ” 

2 The Badavvi dogs arc as d.angcrous as those of ^lontcncgro, but not so 
treacherous, the latter v ill sncal: up to the stranger and sudclcnl> bite him 
most MCiously 1 once had a narrow escape from an ignoble death near the 
slaughter-house of Alexandna-R.amlah, where the beasts were unusually 
ferocious A pick .assailed me at carlv daw n and but for an iron stick and a 
convenient wall I should have been torn to pieces 
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my back into a pit, ^vhereln was water, a deep hollow and a 
steep; and a dog of those dogs fell in with me. The woman, 
ho was then a girl in the bloom of youth, full of strength and 
spirit, was moved to ruth on me, for the calamity whereinto I was 
fallen, and coming to me With a rope, said to me, “ Catch hold of 
the rope.” So I hent it and clung to it and she haled me up, 
but, ^Yhen I was half-way up, I pulled her down and she fell with 
me into the pit; and there we abode three days,'she and I and 
the hound. When her people arose m the morning and did not 
see her, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and 
missing me also, never doubted but she had fled with me.^ Now 
she had four brothers, as they were Saker-hawks, and they took 
horse and dispersed in search of us. When the day 3»’ellowed on 
Ihs fourth dawn, the dog began to bark and the other hounds 
answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling 
to him. The Sha^dch, my wife*s father, hearing the howling of 
the hounds, came up and standing at the brink of the hollow, 
looked in and beheld a marvel. Now he was a brave man and 
a sensible, an elder experienced in affairs, so he fetched a cord 
and bringing forth the three, questioned us tAvain of our case. I 
told him all that had betided and he fell a-pondenng the affair. 
Presently, her brothers returned, thereupon the old man 
acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, ‘‘ O my 
sons, know that your sister intended not aught but good, and if 
ye kill this man, ye will earn abiding shame and 3^6 wnll wrong 
him, and wrong your own souls and eke 3^our sister; for indeed 
there appeareth no cause such as calleth for killing, and it may 
not be denied that this accident is a thing whose like may well 
occur, and that he may easily have been the victim of suchlike 
chance.” Then he addressed me and * questioned me of my 
lineage, so I set forth to him my genealogy and he, exclaiming^ 
“ A man of her match, honourable, understanding,” offered me 
Ins daughter in xvedlock. I consented to this and marrying her, 
took up my abode with him and Allah hath opened on me the 
gates of weal and wealth, so that I am become the richest in 
monies of the tribesmen , and the Almighty hath stablished me 
in that -which He hath given me of His bounties. The 3^oung 
man mar\^elled at his tale and lay the night with him; and when 
he arose in the morning, he found his estrays. So he took them 
and returning to his folk, acquainted them with uhat he had 


I These elopements are of most frequent occurrence 
m 52 


see Pilgrimage.. 
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<^ccn md nil tint Ind befallen him. (continued the 

Warir) **is this strnnt^cr or rarer than the story of the Kin^ who 
last kingdom and v;caUb and wife and children, and Allah restored 
them to him and requited him wdth a realm more magnificent 
than that which he had forfeited and better and finer and greater 
of wealth and degree.” The Minister's story pleased the King 
and he bade him depart to his ab^de 


Or (r\i3tntm§irtl) Jlijbt cf t^r ;fRnnt!), 

Win N* came the night, the king summoned his Wa:^ir and batic 
him tell the story of the King who lost kingdom and wafe and 
wealth. He replied^ “Hearing and obeying! Give ear, O 
sovran, to 

77/A‘ TALE OF TUK KIXG UTIO LOS'I KIXCfDOM AND 
WIFE AXD WEALTH AND ALL III RESTORED 
THEM TO IHMX' 

There WMs once a king of the kings of nind,whowas a model 
of morals, prai^^mvorthy in p)hc\, hef of justice to his lieges, 
lavish to men of learning and piety and abstinence and devout- 
ness and worship, and shunning mischtef-nnkers and froward 
folk, fools and traitors. After such goodly fasliion he abode in 
his kingship what Allah the Most High willed of watches and 
days and twelvemonths,’ and he married the daughter of his 
father's brother, a beautiful woman and a winsome, endowed 
with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's 
house in deliracy and delight. Slie bare him two sons, the most 
lieauleous that might be of boys, wdicn came Destiny from wdiose 
decree is no deliverance, and Allah the !Most High raised up 
against the King another king, wdio came forth upon his realm, 
.md was joined by all the folk of the city that had a mind to 
lewxlness and frow*ardness. So he strengthened himself by means 
nf them against the King and compassed bis kingdom, routing 
Jiis troops and killing his guards. The King took his wnfe, the 
mother of his sons, and what ho might of monies and sated his 

*1 The p^mcipil incidents, the lo'tn and recovery of wife and children, 
j'ceur in tlic Slorv’ of the Knight Placidns (Gesta Ronanornm, But the 

< cclcsiastical talc’tcller docs not do p'jcucal pisiicc ujysn any offenders, and 
he Mlcly slanders the ifO'eat Cresar. Trajan 

2 * r , a long tjm( : the idiom has already I>eon noticed In the onginal we 
ha\c *' of da) 5 and )cara and twelvemonths ** m order that ’* A'vvAm ” (years) 
may jingle with *' Ayvflm " (days). 
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life and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he 
should wend. Whenas wayfare grew sore upon them, there 
met them Inghwajmien on the way, who took all that was \vith 
them, so that naught remained to each of them save a shirt and 
trousers ; the robbers left them without even pro vaunt or camels 
or other riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till 
they came to a copse, which was an orchard of trees on the 
ocean shore ^ Now the road which they would have followed 
was crossed by a sea-arm, but it was shallow and scant of water; 
wherefore, when they reached that place, the king took up one of 
his children and fording the W’ater wuth him, set him down on the 
further bank and returned for his other son, whom also he seated 
b}’’ his brother. Lastly, returning for their mother, he took her 
up and passing the w’ater wnth her, came to the place w here he 
had left his children, but found them not. Thereupon he looked 
at the midst of the island and saw an old man and an old woman, 
engaged in making themselves a reed-hut: so he set doivn his 
wdfe over against them and started off in quest of his children, but 
none gave him news of them and he Avent round about right and 
left, 3"et found not the w hereabouts they were. On this wise fared 
It wnth him ; but as to the children, they had entered the copse to 
make w'ater, and they found there a forest of trees, wherein, if a 
sturdy horseman” strayed, he might wander by the week, and 
never know its first from its last. So the boys pushed into it and 
w'otted not how they should return and went astray in that wood, 
for a purpose willed of Allah Almighty, whilst their father sought 
them but found them not. So he returned to their mother and 
they abode \veeping for their children ; as for whom, when they 
entered the forest, it swalloived them up and they fared at hap¬ 
hazard, 'wandenng in it many days, knowing not whence they 
came or w^hitber they ^vent, till the}’' issued forth, at another side, 
upon t e open country, kleamvhile, their parents, the king and 
queen, tamed in the island, over against the old man and his old 
w Oman, and ate of the fruits and drank of the rills that were in it 
^ ^ 3 .ys, as they sat, behold, up came a ship and 

^ ^ foj^ pronsionmg vnth 'water, where¬ 

upon they looked one at other and spoke. The master of the 


descnbe on the*SL^ts S^tropiSse^l natural parks \vhich tra\ellers 

Hence the pro\ er? Al t nder but a good and a hard rider 

aperta ^ l^abr maftuh " = uomo a cat alio sepoltura 


3 «c. the crew and the islanders 
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craft was a Mngian man, and all tliat %\as therein, both crc\^’‘and 
goods, belonged to him, for he uas a trader and went round 
about the world. Now greed of gain deluded the old man, the 
owner of the island, and he fared to the ship and gave the Guebre 
news of the Kincr’s w^ife, setting out to him her charms, till he 
made him long for her and his soul moved ^ him to practise 
treachery and cozenage upon her, and take her from her husband. 
Accordingly, lie sent to her, saying, ** Aboard with us is a w’oman 
with child, and we dread lest she be delivered this night: hast 
thou aught of skill in midwifery ? She replied, ** Yes/* Now it 
was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the 
ship and deliver the woman, for that the labour*pangs wxre come 
upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money, 
llcrcat she embarked confidently, vnlh heart at ease for herself, 
and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner had she come 
thither than the sails were Imistcd and the canvas was loosed^ 
and the ship set sail. When the King saw this, he cried out and 
his wife ^^ept in the ship and would have cast herself into the 
waves; but the Magian bade his men lay hands on her. So they 
seized her, and it was but a little wdiile ere the night darkened 
and the ship \anishcd from the King’s eyes; whereupon he 
fainted awMy for excess of weeping and lamentation, and passed 
his night bvw ailing his wnfc and Ins children. And w’hen the 
morning morrowcd he began improvising these couplets®:— 

O Wot Id, how long, this spite, this enmity ? 

Say me, dost ever spare what spared can he ? 

And look! my friends have fared fam and free! 

They went and w’cnt wi* them my duar delight 
EVn from the day when friends to part were dight 
And tuibid made their lost hfc*s clarity 

By Allali, nc*cr I wist their worth aright 
Nor ever wot 1 worth of friends unite 
Till fared they, leaving flame in heart of me I 

I’ll ne’er forget them since what day each w’ight 
Hied and withdrew' fro’ mo lus wclMo\cd sight 


I Arab. ‘Mlaflas,” a word not eavy to render. In grammar Lumsden 
renders U by and the learned Captain X-ockcit {Mint AmiU in an 

awful long note (pp 195 to 221) by “mode/' grammatical or logical. The 
\alue of Ins dwjuwition ts its proving that, as the Arabs borrowed their 
romance from the Persians, so they took their physics and metaphysics of 
grammar and s>ntax, logic and science in general, from the Greeks 
a XVc should say the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread. 

3 The rhymes arc disposed in the quaintest wa>, showing extensive 
corruption Mr Pa^nc has ordered them into couplets with a “bob** or 
jcfram: I have followed suit, preserving the original vaganes of rhymes. 
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And yet I ^\eep this parting-blow to dree 

I vow an Hca\en deign my friends return 
And cry the crier m mine ears that yearn 

**The far is near, right soon their sight shall see! ** 

Upon their site my cheeks Til place, to sprite 
ril say, ** Rejoice, thy friends return to thee I ’’ 

Nor blame my heart when friends were hcf to flee: 

I rent my heart ere rent my raimentiy. 

He sat weeping for the severance of his wife and children till the 
morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, unweeting 
what he should do, and ceased not walking along the sea-shore 
days and nights, unknowing wdiither he went and taking no food 
^ave the herbs of the earth, and seeing neither man nor wdidhng 
nor other Jiving thing, till his iva^^fare brought him to a mountain- 
top. He sojourned in the highland and abode aw'hile, there 
alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its founts; then he 
came down thence and trudged along the high road three days, 
wdien he hit upon tilled fields and villages, and ga\e not oyer 
going till he made a great city on the shore of the salt sea and 
came to its gate at the last of the da}". The gatekeepers allow ed 
him no admission ; so he spent his night anhungered, and wdien 
he arose in the morning, he sat dowm hard by the portal. Now" 
the king of the city W"as dead and had left no son, and the 
citizens fell out anent wdio should be ruler over them * and their 
w'ords and redes differed, so that civil w"ar w-as like to befall them 
thereupon. But it came to pass that, after long jangle, they 
agreed to leave the choice to the late king’s elephant, and that . 
he unto w-hom he consented should be long and that they would 
not contest wdth him the sw'ay. So to this they sw-are and on 
the morrow, they brought out their elephant and fared forth to a 
^ite wdthin sight of the city; nor w"as there man or w’oman but W"as 
present at that moment. Then they adorned the elephant and 
raising the throne on his back, gave him the crowm in his trunk; 
and be w"ent round about examining the countenances of the folk, 
but stopped not over against any of them till he came at last to 
the forlorn I^ng, the exile w’ho had lost his children and his wdfe, 
w"hen the beast prostrated himself to him and placing the crowm 
on his head, took him up and set him upon his back. Tliereupon 
the people all prostrated themselves and gave mutual joy of this 
and the drums ^ of good tidings beat before him, and he entered 


1 Arab *' Kuwab,*’ broken plur (that is, noun of multitude) of Naubali, 
me Anglo-Indian Now but This is apphed to the band placing at certain 
' intervals before the gate of a Rajah or high official 
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the city and went on till he reached the House of Justice and the 
Audience-hall of the Palace and y\{ do\s n upon the throne of the 
kingdom, crown on head; uliereat the lieges entered to con¬ 
gratulate him and to bless him. Then he ad<irossed Iiiinself, as 
was his wont in the kingship, to forwarding the affairs of the folk 
and ranging the hoops according to their ranks .and looking into 
their afTiirs and tho'^cofall the R>ols. He also released those 
w'ho were in the dungeons and abohshed the custom-dues and 
<:a\c honourable robes and }a\ished gre.at gifts and bestowed 
largesse and conferred favours on the Emirs and Wa/irs and 
Lords of the realm, and the Ciiambcrlains'and Nabobs pre- 
ihem^tlvrs bi fore him and did him liomage. So the city 
people lejoiced in him and slid, Indeed, this be none other tlian 
a King of the greatest of the kings/* And presently he assembled 
the s*tgcs and the theologians and the sons of the Snirans, and 
conveised with them, and asked them subtile questions and 
casuistical pioblems, and talked over wnh them things manifold 
of all faslunns that might direct him to ifctiiude in the kingship; 
and he questioned them also of m\ stcrics and religious obligations, 
and of the laws of tlie laud and the regulations of rule, and of that 
which it be^’cemeth the bege lord to do of looking into the affiirs 
of the hoges, and repelling the foe and fending ofTliis malice wath 
force and light; so the subjects' ronUMilmenl redouble.!, and their 
exultation in that which Allah Almighty had xonchsafed them of 
his knu^hip over them. On such wise he upheld the ordinance 
of the realm, and the affairs abode stabhshed n]ion the accepted 
custom and local usage. Now the late king had left a wife and 
two daughters, and tlie people x\ould fain Imc married the 
Princess ro\al to the new king that the rule might not pass clean 
awaay from the old rulers, .\ccordingIy, they proposed to him 
that he should wed her or the other of the deceased king's 
daughters, and he promised them this, but pul riicm off from 
lum, of his lo'^pect for the covenant he had made xvith his 
former w'ifo, his cousin, that he would mari^^ none other than 
herself. Then he betook hi!U‘=:clf to fasting by day and praying 
through the night, muUipl3ang lus alms-deods and beseeching 
Allah (extolled and exalted he He!) to reunite him wath his 
children and Ins wife, the daughter of his father's brother. When 
a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wdicrcin were 


I Arab Captain Trctler (“Our Xlis^on to the Court of 

Morocco in i8So“ Pdinbur;:h. Pone:!!*?, iSSr) speal of the “chcer> 

hule llSjcb orRc'\n> thin is too had. vhy cannot travellers, 
consult an Oncntihst v/ben treating of Oriental subjects? 
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many merchants and much merchandise. Now it was their 
custom from time immemorial that the long, whenever a ship 
made the port, sent to it such of his pages as he trusted in, who 
took agency of the goods, to the end that they might be first 
shown to the Sovran, who bought as much of them as befitted 
him and gave the merchants leave to sell whatso he wanted not. 
So he commissioned, according to his custom, a man who should 
fare to the ship and seal up the bales, and set over them one who 
could watch and ward them. Meanwhile, the Queen his wdfe, 
when the ^klagian fled v.nth her and proffered himself to her and 
lavished upon her abounding wealth, rejected him and was like 
to kill herself^ for chagrin at that which had befallen and for 
concern anent her separation from her husband. She also 
refused meat and drink, and resolved to cast herself into the sea ; 
but the jNIagian chamed her and straitened her and clothed her in 
a coat of wool and said to her, “ I \\ill continue thee in wretched¬ 
ness and humiliation till thou obey me and accept me.’’ So she 
took patience and looked for the Almighty to deliver her from the 
hand of that accursed; and she ceased not travelhng with him 
from countr}^ to country till he came with her in fine to the city 
wherem her husband was king and his goods were put under 
seal. Now the woman was in a chest and two j^ouths of the late 
king’s pages, who were now in the' new King’s sendee, were 
those who had been charged with the watch and ward of the 
craft and her cargaison. When the evening evened on them, 
the twain began talkmg and recounted that which had befallen 
them in their days of childhood, and the manner of the faring 
forth of their father and mother from their coimtr}’' and kingdom 
when the ^vicked overcame their realm, and how they had gone 
astray in the forest, and how Fate had severed them from their 
parents; for short, they told their tale from first to last. When 
the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her sons 
and cried out to them from the chest, I am your mother, Such- 


I Suicide is rare m ?iIoslem lands, compared %Yith India, China, and 
similar *• pagan *’ countnes. for the Mussulman has the same objecUon as the 
Christian '* to rush into the presence of his Creator ** The Hindu also has 
some curious prejudices on the subject; he will hang himself, but not b} the 
neck, for fear lest his soul be defiled b^^ exiting through an impure channel In 
England hanging is the commonest form for men, then follow m due order 
drowning, cutting or stabbing, poiso9, and gun-shot. women prefer drowming 
(except in the cold months) and poison India has not yet found a Dr Ogle 
to tabulate suicide, but the cases most famihar to old Anglo-Indians are 
leaping down cliffs (as at Giruar), drowning, and starxmg to death And so 
little IS life \alued that a mother will moke a \o\v obhging her son to suicide 
mmselt at a certain age 
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.nn-cnc, and the lokcn hclwccti you twain and me is thus and 
thus,*' The }uxuv^ nun knew the token, and falling upon the 
chest brake the lock and brought out their motlicr, who seeing 
them, strained them to her bosom, and they fell \ipon her and 
f.vnted away, all three. When they came to theinseKcs, they 
v/ept awhile and the people a‘-<;'^rnblcd about them, marvcHmg 
at tint they j-au, and questioned them of their case. So the 
iVinccsvicd each with other who should he (he first to 
disc»^\cr the i'tor} to the folk; and when the Magiau saw' this, he 
up. crymer out. “ A) ick ! and ‘^Ruin 1 ” and said to them. 
Why an<l wherefore liavc )c broken open my chest ? Verily, 
1 had in it jcvcI^ and )0 have stolen them, and this damsel is 
my sLwx-girl and she hath agreed wdth )ou both upon a device 
to take Tiiv wealth." Then he rent his raiment and cried for .aid, 
‘^axing, 1 aping'll to Allah and to the just King, so he may quU 
me of tin w r. >:v;ous 3 ouths I They both replied, ** This is our 
mother and thou stolest her” : whereupon words waxed manifold 
betwetn them and the folk plunged into talk with many a “he 
V4ur* and “'tv/as saidcanceinmg theii affair and that of the 
pretended sli\o«girl, and the strife mcioased between them, so 
that at last thc\' carried them all four to the King's court. 
When the two joung men jirc^enled themselves between his 
hands :iin\ stntt^d rlicir case to him and to the folk and the 
s<ivt.an hc.ard their speech, he Lncw» them, and Ins heart was like 
to lly forjoy: the tearb poured from his e\es at their sight 
and the sight of his wife, and he thanked Allah Almighty and 
praised Him for that Me had deigned reunite them. Then he 
bade the folk wbov/ere present about him be dismissed, and com¬ 
manded the Magian and the v/oman and the two youths be to 
morrow'cominiltcd to his armour} * for the night, ordering that they 
should keep guard over them all until the Lord should make the 
morning to morrow’, so he might assemble the Kazis and the 
justiciaries and Assessors and determine between them, according 
to Holy Law’, m the presence of the four judges. So they did 
this, and the King passed the night praying and praising Allah of 
Albmight for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and 
power and victory over the wnght wdio had w’roiiged him, and 
thanking Him who had reunited him wnth his owm. When the 
nioining morrowed, he assembled the Kazis and Deputies and 


I Arab-** Zar,'id-Kh*ln\h/'before noticed* \ol m niebt dedvun Here 
it would menu a tcmpDr.ar> prison for criminals of high degree Vc Sac>, 
Chrcstoia. 11 179 
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Assessors^ and summoning the Magian and the two youths and 
their mother, questioned them of their case; whereupon the tw’o 
young men began and said, “ We are the sons of King Such-an- 
oue, and foemen and lewd fellows gat the mastery of our realm ; 
so our sire fled forth with us and wandered at hap-hazard, for 
fear of the foe.” And they recounted to him all that had betided 
them, from beginning to end.- Quoth he, “Ye tell a mar\'el-tale. 
but what hath Fate done with your father? ” Quoth they, “We 
know not how Fortune dealt with him after our loss.” And he 
%\as silent. Then he bespake the woman, “And thou, what 
sa3'est thou ? ” So she set forth to him her case and all that 
had betided her and her husband, from the beginning of their 
hardships to the end, and recounted to him their adventures up 
to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and 
woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she reported that 
which the IMagian had practised on her of fraud, and how he had 
carried her off in the craft and ever3^thing that had betided her of 
humiliation and torment; all this while the Kazis and Judges 
and Deputies hearkening to her speech as the3’’ had lent ear to 
the others’ adventures. When the King heard the last of his 
\\ufe’s tale, he said, “ Verih", there hath betided thee a might3’^ 
grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband 
did and what came of his affair?” She replied, “Nay, by 
Allah; I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no 
hour unremembered in righteous pra3"er, and never, whilst I live, 
will he cease to be to me the father of m3^ children, and my cousin 
and my flesh and m3^ blood.” Then she wept, and the King 
bowed his head, v,hilst his e3'es welled tears at her tale. 
Presently he raised his head to the ^lagian and cned to him, 
“ Sa3’' thy sa3% thou also.” So the iMagian replied, “ This is my 
slave-girl, whom I bought with m3^ money from such a land and 
for so man 5 ’ dinars, and I made her my betrothed ® and loved her 
exceedingl3" and gave m3" monies into her chaige; but she falsed 
me in m3’^ substance and plotted with one of my lads to sla3" me, 
tempting him by a promise that she would kill me and become 
his wife. When I knew this of her and was assured that she 
purposed treason against me, I awoke from m3" dream of 
happiness, and did ^\ith her that which I did, fearing for my life 
from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a tnckstress with 


1 Arab " *Adul,** I have said, means in INrarocco» that land of lies and 
subterfuges, a pubhc notary 

2 This sentence is inserted by Mr. Payne to complete the sense. 

3 te,he intended to marry her when time served 
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her tongiic nnd she hath tauglit these two youths this pretence, 
hy way of sleight and of her guile and licr niaiice: so be j ou not 
deluded by her and by her talk/\ “Thou hesti O accursed/' 
a Jed the King and kide lay hands on hifu and iron hhu. Then 
lie tinned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his 
breast, weeping sore and saying, “ O ail je people who arc 
present of Ka/is and Asscs^-ors and Lo:ds of the land, know that 
these twain arc my sons, and that this is iny wife and the 
daughter of my father’s brother; for that whdonic I was king in 
such a realm/' And he recounted to them his history* from com* 
mcncemtnt to conclusion, nor is there aught of frmlion in 
repetition; wdicreupon llic folk cried out with weeping and 
Availing for the stress of what they heard of nurAellous chances 
and tiiat Avondious story* As for the king’s wife, he bide cany 
her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all 
that befitted and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the lieges 
flocked to oHcr up prayers for him and give him joy of his re¬ 
union with hit> wife and children* When they h:ul made an end 
of blessings and congratukiPons they iKsought the king to hasten 
the punishment of the Magnn, and heal their hearts with 
tonnentmg and abasing him. So he appointed them for a d ly 
ou which they should assemble to witness Ins re.jtnlcment and 
that which ‘^^hotild betide him of torment, and shut himself up 
with his wife and two sons, and abode thuh private with them 
three days, during v;h:ch they were veiled from the folk. On 
the fourih day the King entered the Hammani, and faring forth, 
s*it down on the throne of his kingship, crown on head, where* 
upon the folk came in to him, accuuimg to their custom and after 
the measure of their scicial diirnitles and degrees, .ind the Emirs 
and Wa/irs entered, and clco the Chambeilains and Nabobs and 
Captains of war and the Ealconers and Armbearers and Com- 
inanders of the body-gmard. Then he sealed his two sons, one 
on his right and the other on Ins left haiuU whilst the subjects all 
slCKid Ik fore him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to 
Allah the Most High and glouficalum of Him, and were instant 
in orisons fur the king and in setting foith his %irtiics and 
evccllcnt qualities. He answered them w‘uh the most gracious 
of answers and bade carry the Magiaii outside the city and set 
him on a litcth scatkild whicli had been budded for him there; 
and he said to the folk, “ Eehokl, I will toUuie him with torments 
of al! lands and fashions/' Then he began telling them that 
which ho had wrought of villainy with Ins cuusin-wife and what 
he bad caused her of sevciancc between her and her husband and 
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him to tell the talc. So he said, ‘^Hearkening and obedience* 
Give car, O sen ran, to 

IJIE TALE OF SALIM, THE YOUTH OF KIIOR.ISAN, 
AND SALMA, HIS SISTERS 

Know, O king (but Allah alone knoweth Ilis secret purpose 
and is versed in the past »and the foredone among folk bygone) 
that there was once, in the puts of Khorasan, a man of its 
adluont, who as a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants^ 
and was Messed with two children, a son and a daughter.* He 
A\as diligent exceedingly in rearing them, and they were educated 
with the fairest of education; for he used to teacli the hoy, who 
taught his sister all that he learnt, so that, by means of her 
brother, the damsel became perfect in the knowledge of the 
Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters. Now the bo3’’s 
name was Salim and that of the girl Salmd. When the}' grew' 
up and were fully grown, their father built them a mansion 
beside his own and lodged them apart therein, and appointed 
them slave-girls and serxnnls to lend them, and assigned to each 
of them pay and allowances, and all that they needed of high 
and lo\%*; meat and bread; wane, dresses, and vessels and what 
not else. So Sahm and Salma a!>odc in that palace, as they 
were one soul in two bodic'^, and they used to sleep on one couch 
tind rise amorn w'ith single purpose, wdnie firmly fixed in each 
one's heart were fond affection and familiar friendship for the 
other. One night, when the half ivas spent, as Sahm and Salmn 
sat recounting and conversing, they lieard a noise on the ground 
floor; so they looked out from a latticed casement which gave 
upon the gate of their father's mansion, and saw a man of fine 
presence, whose clothes were hidden under a w'ldc cloak. He 
came straight up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, 
lapped a light rap; w’hcrcupon the door opened and behold, out 
came their sister, with a lighted taper, and after her their mother, 
who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, “ O dearling 
of my heart and light of mine eyes and fnut of my vitals, enter.** 
So he w’cnt in and shut the door, whilst Sahm and Salma abode 
amazed. The youth turned to the girl and said to her, “ O sister 
mine, how deomest thou of this trouble, and what advice hast 


I Arab frem Pers Khwajah and Khav';cc\oI tv right dlv 
, 2 ProbabI) meaning b> one motlicr whom he lo^C(i best of alt lus wi\es: 

in ihc same page \sc read of their sister. 
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thou to offer She replied, ‘‘0 iny brother, indeed I know 
not what I shall say anent the like of this; but he is not 
disappointed who divine direction seeketh, nor doth he repent 
who counsel taketh. One getteth not the better of the traces 
of burning by haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath 
descended ^ on us and a calamity foreordained to us \ so we have 
need of wise rede to do it away and contrivance which shall 
wash our shame from our faces.*’ And they ceased not watching 
the gate till daybreak, when the young man opened the door and 
their mother farewelled him ; after which he went his way and 
she entered, she and her hand-maid. Hereat said Salim to his 
sister, Know thou I am resolved to slay this man, an he return 
the next night, and I will say to the folk, He was a robber, and 
none shall weet that which hath befallen. Then I will address 
myself to the slaughter of hosoever k&oweth what is between 
the fellow and my mother.*^ But Salma said, I fear lest an 
thou slay him in our dwelling-place, and he be not con\icted of 
robberhood, suspicion and ill-fame will revert upon ourselves, 
and w e cannot be assured that he belongeth not to a tribe \Yhose 
mischief is to be feared and whose enmity is to be dreaded, and 
thus w lit thou have fled from hidden shame to open shame and 
to disgrace public and abiding.’* Asked Sahm; “ What then is 
it thy rede to do ^ And she answered, “Is there no help but 
thou kill him ^ Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the 
slaughter of a soul without just cause is a mighty giave matter.” 
When Shahban- heard this, he^ said within himself, “ By Allah, 
I have indeed been hasty and reckless in the slaying of women 
and girls, and Alhamdolillah—lauded be the Loid!—wdio hath 
occupied me wuth this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for 
that the slaughter of souls is a grave matter and a grievous * 
By the Almighty, if Shah Bakht spare the Wazir, I wull assuredly 
spare Shahrazad®*” Then he gave ear to the story and heard her 
say to her sister:—Quoth Salma to Sahm, “ Hasten not to slay 
him, but overthink the matter* and consider the issue wdiereto it 
may tend , for w'hoso considereth not of actions the end hath not 
Fortune to friend *’ Then they arose on the morrow' and busied 
themselves wuth contriving how' they should turn aw'ay their 


1 Come do^\n, 1 1 , from hea\en 

2 This IS the Bresl Edifs form of Shahr} dr=city-keeper (hie Marzban 
guardian of the Marches), for citj-friend The learned Weil has preferred it 
to Shahr) ar 

3 Sic in the ^lac Edit Shahrazdd,” and here maling nonsense of the 
word It IS regretable that the ling’s reflections do not run at times as in th.o 
text his compunctions lead wqW up to the denoument 
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parent from that man, and the mother forefelt mischief from them, 
for what she saw in their eyes of change, she being wil}^ and 
keen of ^Yit, So she look precaution for herself against her 
children, and Salma said to Salim, Thou sees! what we have 
fallen through this woman, and very sooth she hath sensed 
our puqwc and wottclh that we ha\c discovered her secret. So, 
doubtless, she anil plot against us the like of that a\hich we plot 
for her; for indcctl up to now* she had conceded her affair, and 
from this time forth she will become harsh to us; wherefore, 
methinks, there is a thing forcwTiltcn to us, avhercof Allah 
(extolled and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and 
wherein He carricth out His commandments," He asked, 
** What is that ? and she answered, ** It is that avc arise, I and 
thou, and go forth this night fiom this laud and seek us a town 
w’hercin avc may wone and witness naught of the doings of 
yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from 
the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following coupletH— 

Tis Iinppiest, best for thee, the place to ^ca^e, • Tor then no eye can 

see, nor heart can grieve." 

Quoth Salim to her,® ” ’Tis for thee to decide and right is thy 
rede; so let us do this, in the name of Allah the Almighty, trust¬ 
ing in Him for guiding and grace.*’ Accordingly they arose and 
took the richest of their raiment and the lightest of that wdiich 
was in their treasuries of gems and things of price and gathered 
together much matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and 
hired them servants of other than the people of the country ; and 
Salim bade his sister Salma don man’s dress. Now she w'as the 
likc:,t of all creatures to him, so that, wdicn she was clad in man’s 
clothing, the folk knew* no difference between them:—extolled be 
the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no god but He 1 
q'hcn he told her to mount a marc, whilst he himself took 
another, and they set out under cover of the night ; nor did any 
of their family or household l.now^ of them. So they fared on 
into Allah’s w*idc w’orld, and ga\e not over going night and day 
for a space of tw*o months, at the end of vriiich they came to a 
city on the sea-shore of the land of Makran,® by name Al-Sharr, 

X Iho cnrclc^s text says ’’couplets ** It has occurred inxol i. night x\i . 
to I quote Torrens (p i jq) 

2 in the text Salma is made to speak, utterly confusing the dialogue 

3 Tho wcU-Known Baloch province beginning west of Sind ; the term is 
supposed to be a corruption of Mrihi-Khor,in»Ichlloophngi The reader 

wishes to know more about it will do well to consult ‘'Unexplored Balu¬ 
chistan.** etc (Grirtith and Farran. 18S2), the excellent work of my friend 
Mr. Ernest A. rJo}er, long Chief of the Telegraphic Department, Cairo 
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and it is the first city in Sind.^ They lighted dora within sight 
of the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a 
populous city and a goodly, seemly of semblance and great, 
abounding in trees and nils and fruits and wide of suburbs 
which stretched to the neighbouring villages. So the young 
man said to his sister Salma, »Tarry thou here in thy place, 
till I enter the city and make proof of it and its people, and seek 
us out a stead which we may buy and whereto we may remove. 
An it befit us, w^e will make us a home therein, otherwise will 
we take counsel of departing elsewhere,’^ Quoth she, Do this, 
trusting in the bounty of Allah (to whom belong honour and 
glory"') and in His blessing.” Accordingly he took a belt, 
wherein were a thousand gold pieces, and girding it about 
his waist, entered the city and ceased not going round about 
its streets and bazars, and gazing upon its houses and sitting 
with those of its citizens w’hose aspect showed signs of %vorth 
and wealth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to 
return to his sister, and said to himself, “Needs must I buy 
w’hat we may eat of ready-cooked food ; I and my sister.” 
Hereupon he addressed a man who sold roast meat and who was 
clean of person, albe foul in his way of getting a living, and said 
to him, “ Take the price of this dishful and add thereto of fowls 
and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and 
sweetmeats and bread, and arrange it in the plates.” So the 
Kitchener took the money and set apart for him what he desired, 
then calling a porter, he laid it in the man’s crate, and Salim, after 
paying the price of provisions and porterage in fullest fashion, 
was about to go aw"ay, when the Cook said to him, “ O youth, 
doubtless thou art a stranger?” He replied, “Yes”; and the 
other rejoined, “ ’Tis reported in one of the Traditions that the 
Apostle said, Loyal admonition is a part of religion; and the 
wise and ware have declared counsel is of the characteristics of 
True Believers. And venly that which I have seen of thy ways 
pleaseth me, and I would ’fain give thee a warning.” Rejoined 
Sahm, “ Speak out thy warning, and may Allah strengthen thy 
purpose ^ ” Then said the Cook, “ I^ow, O my son, that in this 
our city, when a stranger enlereth and eateth of fiesh-meat and 
dnnketh not old wane upon it, ’tis harmful to him and disturbeth 
his body with disorders W"hich be dangerous. Wherefore, an 
thou have provided thee somewhat of wine it is well, but, if not, 
haste to procure it, ere thou talce the meat a nd cany it away.” 



Ti,^ Talc af Siahvi, tic Youth of Klcaasan, is; 

Quoth S\!im, Allah requite thee wiih wnl—Cinst thou shew 
me where liquor is sold ? and quoth the Cook, “ With me is all 
thou sceliest/' The youth asked, ^*Is there a way for me to ‘'Ce 
it ? and the Cook i^pranj^ up and answered, ** Pass on,” So 
he entered, and the man showed him somewhat of wine; hut he 
said, I desire better than this”; whereupon he opened a do(jr 
and entenng, said to Salim, ** Come in, and follow me.” Accord- 
iiv;ly Salim followed Inm till he brought him to an underground 
chamber, and showed him somewhat of wine that suited liim. So 
he occupied him v.'ith looking at it, and taking him unawares, 
sprang upon him from beliind and threw^ him to tlic ground and sat 
upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; 
whereupon there bclidcd Salim that wherewith Allah made him 
forcet all that he had decreed to him,^ and lie cried to the Cook, 
** Why dost thou this thing, O good fellow ? Be mindful of the 
.Umighty and fear Him. Scest thou not I am a stranger man ? 
And knowest thou not I have behind me a forlorn, defenceless* 
woman. Wherefore wilt thou kill me ? ” Quoth the Kitchener, 
Needs must I kill thee, so 1 may lake thy money”; and quoth 
Salim, “ Tal:e my money, but kill me not, neither enter into sin 
against me; and do with me kindnes'^, for indeed the taking of 
my c(>iu IS mote venial than the taking of my life.” The Cook 
replied, Tins is nonsense. Thou ennst not deliver thyself 
herewith, O youth, because in thy deliverance is my destruction.” 
Cried Salim, “ I swear to thee and give thee the bond of Allah 
(to whom belong honour and glor}* 1 ) and His co\cnant, wdiich He 
tcok of His Prophets that 1 wuU not discover thy secret; no, 
never.” But the Kitchener replied, AwMy 1 Aw%ay ! Alas 1 
Alas* To this there is no path.” However, Salim ceased not 
to conjuie him and humble himself to him and weep, while the 
Cook persisted in his intent to cut Ins throat: then he shed tears 
and recited these couplets*:— 

Haste not to that tliou dost dcMrc, for haste is still unblcst; Be merciful 
to men, as thou on mercy reckoncst: 

For no hand is tlicre but the hand of God is over it, And no oppressor 
but shall be with worse than he opprest. 

Quoth the Kitclicner, ** There is no help save that I sl.ay thee, O 
fellow'; for an I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.” But Salim 


1 j.f, think of nothing but his present pen I 

2 Arab *' Munkali’ah r: lit. ** cut off* (from the weal of the world). See 

Pdgnmngc. i 22 t i. 

3 Ihc lines arc in vol 1. night xku and vol. iii night cccviu I here quote 

Mr Fa}nc. 
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said, O my brother, I will ad\ase thee somewhat^ other than 
this/’ Asked the Cook, What is it ? Say and be brief, ere I 
cut thy throat ”; and Salim answered, Suffer me to live and 
keep me as thy I^Iamelnke, thy white slave, and I will work at a 
craft of the skilled workmen, ^\here^roJn there shall result to thee 
eiery day two dinars/’ Quoth the Jvifehener, ‘‘What is the 
craft ? ” and quoth Sahm, “ The cutting of gems and jewels/* 
\Mien the man heard this, he said to himself, “ ’Twill do me no 
hurt if I imprison him and fetter him and bring him that whereat 
he may work. An he tell truth, I wdll let him live, and if he 
prove a liar, I will kill hmi/* So he took a pair of stout shackles 
and fitting them on Salim’s legs, jiriled him within his house and 
charged a man to guard him. Then he asked him what tools he 
needed for work, and Salim described to him whatso he required, 
and the Cook went out from him awhile and brought him all he 
uanted. Then Salim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used 
e\ ery day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and custom 
uith the Kitchener, vlio fed Inm not but half his fill. Thus 
befell it with Salim; but returning to his sister Salma, she 
awaited him till the last of the day, yet he appeared not; and she 
expected him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there 
came no news of him. So she wept and beat hand on breast, and 
bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and the dis¬ 
appearance of her brother; and she improvised these couplets.— 

Salam t’>oul Would I could see you again, « To the joy of my heart’ 
and the coolth of my eyes: 

you are naught but my hope and the vhole of my hope ♦ And under 
my ribs^ lo%e for you buried lies. 

She tamed on this wise awaiting him till the end of the month, 
but no tidings of him came nor happened she upon aught of his 
trace, wherefore she was troubled \Yith exceeding trouble, and 
sending her servants hither and thither in search of him, abode in 
the sorest that might be of chagnn and concern. When it was 
the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning, and 
bidding one of her men cry her brother throughout the city, sat 
to receive wsits of condolence, nor was there any in toum but 
made act of presence to condole with her; aud they were all 
sorp^ or her, doubting not her being a man. When three nights 
had passed over her with their days of the second month, she 
despaired of him and her tears never dried; then she resolved to 


1 j f , I ha\ e pother proposal to mate 

2 I f, m m> heart’s core the figure has often occurred 
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(ake up her al>ode in that city, and making choice of a d\\clhn}( 
lemovcd thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit 
\\ith her and hear her speech and avitne^^s her fine breeding; nor 
rxash but a little nhilc ere the king died and the folic diflered 
anent whom they should inve^-t with the kmgship after him, so 
that cml a\ar was like to befaU them. However, the men of 
judgment and the folk of understanding and the people of ex* 
pcriencc directed them to crotvn the joulh who had lost his 
brother, for that they still held Salma to be a man. They con¬ 
sented to this one and all; and, betaking themselves to her, 
offered the kingship.' She refused, but they weie uigent 
with lier, till she consented, sa3dng vrithin herself, * 01 }' sole 
desire in the kingship is to find my brother.’" Then they sealed 
her upon the throne of the realm and set the crown upon her 
head, after which she undertook the husinc^'S of governance and 
ordinance of affairs; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy. 
On such wise fared it with licr; but as for Salim lie abode wdth 
the Cook a v.holo yc.ir’s spice, bunging him tW'O dinars a da^ , 
and when his affxir waxed long^omc, the man felt for him and 
pitied him. P;e‘=^eijtly he promi^'cd him release on condition lhat» 
if he let him go, he should not di^co\ or his ill-deeds to the Sultan; 
for that it wms lies wont now* and then to entrap a man and carr^ 

^ him to Ills hoti*^c 4 ind slay him and lake his money and cook his 
Hc^h and ghc il to the folk to cit." So he asked him, O youth, 
wilt Ihon that I release tliec from this thy mueiy, on condition 
that thou be reasonable and never discoier aught of thine affair?” 
Salim answ'ercd, ** I w ill sw car to thee by w halsoevcr oath thou wait 
administer tlial I vdll Iceep thy secret and will not speak one 
syllable anent thee, what while I am in the land of the being,” 
Quoth the Kitclicncr, ** I puqiosc to send thee forth with my 
brother and cause thee voyage with him over the sea, on condition 
that thou be to him a Mameluke,a bougliten slave, and wdien he 
cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou 


1 These cuilden eU valion*?, so common in the tZast and not unknown to 

the \Vc'^t m the Napoleonic da>5, explain how the legend of '* Joanna Papis<;a" 
(Pope John XII 1 ), who succeeded Leo IV in A D 855, and was succeeded b\ 
Penodicl 111 . found ready Mief amongst the enemies of paf ac\ She was an 
IZnghsh ^i-oman born m German>. who came to Rome and profc-^scd thco!og> 
with tclal, wherefore the people enthroned lier “ Pope Joan " governed with 
i\cmp!ary visdom, but dunng a procession on Rogation Sunday she was 
dclncrcd of a fine bo> in the «*arect. some make her die on the spot; other*; 
declare that she perished in prison. . 

2 That such things should liappen in times of famine is only natural: but 
not at other seasons This abomination on the part of the butcher is, however, 
more than once alluded to in The Nights see v oh i night xxxu 
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be delivered from prison and slaughter.” And quoth Salim, ‘‘*Tis 
^vell: be it as thou sa3^st, may Allah the Most High requite thee 
^\lth weal!” Accordingly the Cook equipped his brother and 
fieighting him a craft, stowed therein a cargaison of merchandise. 
Then he committed Salim to him and they set out with the ship 
The Lord decreed them safety, so that they arnved at the first 
city of Hind, which is Imown as Al-Mansurah,^ and cast anchor 
there. Now the king of that city had died, lea\dng a daughter 
and a widow who, being the quickest-witted of women and 
cleverest of the folk of her day, gave out that the girl was a boy, 
so that the kingship might be established unto them. The troops 
and the Emirs gave credit that the case was as she avouched, 
and that the Princess was a Prince; wherefore they obeyed her 
bidding, and the Queen-mother took ^order for the matter and 
used to dress the girl in man’s habit and seat her on the throne 
of the kingship, so that the Lords of the land and the chief 
ofiicers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do 
her service and depart, nothing doubting but she was a boy. 
After this fashion they fared for months and 3^ears, and the Queen- 
mother ceased not to do thus till the Cook’s brother came to the 
town in his ship, and with him Salim. He landed with the youth 
and displayed him for sale to the Queen who, when she saw him, 
prognosticated well of him; presently she bought him and was 
kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then began she 
to prove him in his moral parts, and make assay of him in his 
affairs, and she found in him all that is in kmgs’ sons of under¬ 
standing and fine breedmg and good manners and qualities 
Thereupon she sent for him in private and said to him, ‘‘ I am 
uunded to do thee a ser\nce, so thou canst keep a secret.®” He 
promised her all that she desired, and she discovered to him her 
in^^stery m the matter of her daughter, saying, will marry thee 
to her, and commit to thee the governance and constitute thee 
king and ruler over this city.” He thanked her and promised to 
carry out all she should order him, and she said to him, “ Go 
forth to Such-an-one of the neighbouring provinces privily.” So 
he went forth, and on the morrow she made ready loads and gear 


u * ^ differ as to the site of this city, so celebrated in the mediffival 

nistorj^ of Al-^lam most probably it stood where Hyderabad of Smd now is 
i ne question has been ably treated by Sir Henry M Elliot in his “ History of 
posthumous papers by Professor Howson 
by-the-by, the average Eastern does with e\en more dilBcuUy 
th^ European For the most part the charge to secrecy fixes 

IWe J ^ forgotten that it is to be kept secret 

irience the most unpleasant results 
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and gifts and bc^^towed on liim abundant substance, all of which 
they loaded on the backs of bagcragc-caniels. Then she gave out 
among the folk that the nephew of the king, the son of his brother, 
was come, and bade the Grandees and troops go forth to meet liim 
in a body: she also decorated the city in his honour and the 
keltic-drums of good tuhn^s beat for him, whilst alt the kings 
household went out and dismounting before lurn, escorted him 
into, iind lodged him w’ilh the Queen-mother in the palace. Then 
she bade the Headmen of the state attend his assembly ; so they 
obeyed and witnessed of his breeding and good parts that wdiJch 
amared them, and made them forget the breeding of the kings 
who had piecodcd hinn^ Wlicn thc}' were growm to like him, 
the Queen-inother bcg.in sending privily for the Emirs and 
Councillors, one by one, and swearing them to conceal her 
project; and when she was a^-sured of their discretion, she dis¬ 
covered to them lint the King had left naught save a daughter, and 
that she had done this only that she might continue the kingship 
in his famih,and that the iale should not go forth from them; 
after which she informed them that she avas minded to marry her 
daughter vrith her nephew, the ncw‘-comer; and that he should 
he the holder of the kingship. They approved her proposal, and 
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them and assured 
herself of their md, she published the news abroad and threw o/T 
all concoalmcnt. Then she sent for the Kazis and Assessors, who 
drew up the contract of marriage between Salim and the Princess, 
and they lavished gifts upon the soldiery and overwhelmed them 
with largesse. The bride was incontinently carried in procession 
to the young man, and the kingship was established to him. They 
lamed after this fashion a whole year w’hcn Salim said to the 
Queen-mother, “ Know' that my life is not pleasing to me nor can 
I abide with you in content till I get me tidings of my sister, and 
learn how her affair hath ended, and how she hath fared after me. 
So I wall go forth and be absent from you a year’s space; then 
wall I return to you, In^hallali—an it please God the i^fost High I 

_and I win of this that avhich I hope.’' Quoth she, I wall not 

tnist to thy wwd, I)Ut avili go wath thee and help tliee to w’hatso 
thou wdshest and further thee myself therein.” Then she took a 
ship and loaded it wnth all manner things of pnee, goods and 
monies and the like. Furthermore, she appointed one of the 
Wazir^,, a man in w’hom she trusted for his conduct and con¬ 
trivance, to nile the realm, saying to him, ‘‘ Abide in governance 
a full }car and ordain all thou ncedcst.” Presently the Queen- 
mother and her daughter and son-in 4 aw' Salim went down to the 
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ship, and sailed on till they made the land of Makran. Their 
arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they nighted in their 
ship, and when the mom was near to dawn, the young king 
landed that he might go to the Hamniam, and walked market* 
wards. As he drew near the bath, the Cook met him on the way 
and knew him; so he seized him and pinioning him straightly, 
earned him to his house, where he clapped the old fetters on his 
feet, and cast him back into his former place of durance vile ^ 
Sahm, finding himself in that sorry condition and considenng 
that wheremth he was afflicted of tribulation and the reverses of 
his fair fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned 
to fetters and pnson and hunger, wept and groaned and lamented 
and impro^dsed these couplets,— 

My God, no patience now can aid afford; * Strait is my breast, O Thou 
of Lords the Lord: 

My God, ^\ho in resource hke thine hath force? * And Thour the 
Subtle, dost my case record. 

On this wise fared it vnth Sahm; but as regards his vnfe and her 
mother, v hen she awoke in the morning and her husband returned 
not to her with break of dawn, she forbode ail manner of calamity 
and, straightway ansing, she despatched her servants and all who 
were nuth her in quest of her spouse; but they happened not on 
any trace of him, nor could they hear aught of his news. So she 
bethought herself concerning the case, and plam'id and wept and 
groaned and sighed and blamed Fortmie the fickle, bewailing the 
changes of Time and reciting these couplets^:— 

God keep the days of love*delight I How passing sweet they verel 
How joyous and how solaceful was life in them vhilerel 
Would he were not, who sundered us upon the partiog-dayl How 
many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid baref 
Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me 
Of him I lo\ e yet for himself gained nought thereby whatever, 

When she had made an end to her verses, she considered her 
affaw and said within herself, By Allah, all these things have 
betided by the predestination of Almighty Allah and Has decree, 
and this upon the forehead was written in lines/* Then she 
landed and walked on till she came to a spacious place, and an 

o ^ appears impossible* and >et history tells us of a celebrated 

bun, IQiajT al-Nassaj (the Wea^er), who being of dark complexion was 
• return from his pilgrimage at Kufah by a stranger that said, 

rhou art my negro slave and thy name is idiaiT.” He was kept at the 
loom for jears, Ull at last the man set him free, and simply said, **Thou wast 
notmysla\e” (Ibn lOiall i 51^) 

2 These lines ha\ e occurred before I quote Mr. Paj ne for variety 
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open, where she asked of folk and hired a house. Thither 
she transported forthright all that was in the ship of goods, and 
sending after brokers sold ail that was with her. Presently she 
took part of the pi ice and began enquiring of the folk, so haply 
she might scent out tidings of the lost one; and she addressed 
herself to lavishing alms and preparing medicines for the tick, 
clothing the nailed and watering the dry ground* of the forlorn. 
She ceased not so doing a whole >car, and little by little she sold 
off her g<x>ds and gave clnaritable gifts to the sick and soiry; 
whereby her report w*as bruited abroad in the city and the folk 
.abounded in her prairc All this while Sahm lay in fetters and 
strait prison, and melancholy gat hold of him by reason of that 
whereuUo he hnd fallen of this affliction. At last, when care 
w'axed on him and calamity grew lontr^^onic, he fell sick of a sole 
^ickmess. Then the Kitchener, seeing his plight (and \ erily he 
was like to sink for much suffering), loosed him from the fetters, 
and bringing him forth of the prison, commilted him to an old 
W'onian, wlio had a nos*c the bigness of a gngglet,^ and Indc her 
nurse him and medicine him and sene liim and entreat him 
Irindly, so haply he miglit be made w’hole of that his ricknes^. 
Accordingly the old woman took him and carr}dng him to her 
lodging, began musing bin) and giving' liim to eat and diink; 
and when he was dcli\ered of that torment, lie reco\crcd from the 
malady which Inti afihcted him. Kou the old woman h,u\ heard 
from the folk of the lady who ga%o alms to the sick, and indeed 
the news of her houniics reached both poor and rich; so she 
arose, and bringing out Sahm to the door of her house, laid lum 
upon a mat and wrapped Iiim in an AbA-gown and sat over 
against lum. Presently, it befell that the lady passed by them, 
and the old woman seeing her rose to her and blessed her, saying, 
** O my daughter, O thou to wdiom belong goodness and benefi¬ 
cence and charity and almsdoing," know that this young man is a 
foreigner, and indeed lack and lice and hunger and nakedness and 
cold slay him.** When the lady heard this,* she ga\c her alms, 
and presented her with n part of that wduch was with her; and 


1 Arab, ** TosUl stvUataU-Munlali'in ht. “ raminjj on the drouth- 
hardened earth of the cut^ofif '* The mclnphor h admissible in the eyes of an 
Arab who holds \sater to bo the chicfcst of blessings, and makes it synonymous 
with bounty and liertcficcncc 

2 possibly Ibis is said in mere fun I but, as Easterns are practical ph>- 
s>iognom*sts, it may hint the fact that a large nose jn womankind is the sign 
of a mascnhnematnrc 

3 Arab. *' Zah^t \%'a Sadakat/'«ht pajing of poor rate and purifying thy 
property by alrosdecds See \ ol i night xxsin 
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indeed her charitable heart inclined to Salim, but she knew him 
not for her spouse. The old woman received the alms from her 
and carrying it to Salim, took part for herself and with the rest 
bought him an old shirtin which she clad him, after she had 
stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the frock 
she had taken from off him and arising forthwith, washed his 
body of that which was thereon of grime and scented him with 
somewhat of scent. She also bought him chickens and made 
him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him, and he abode 
with her in all comfort of condition till the morrow. Next 
morning the old woman said to Salim, “ When the lady cometh 
to thee, anse and buss her hand and say to her:—I am a 
homeless man and indeed cold and hunger kill me ; so haply she 
may give thee somewhat that thou mayest expend upon thy 
case.” And he answered, To hear is to obey.” Then she took 
him by the hand and carrying him ^\dthout her house, seated 
him at the door; and as he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, 
whereupon the old woman rose to her and Salim kissed her hand 
and, looking at her the while, blessed her.« But when he saw her, 
he knew her for his wife; so he shrieked and shed tears and 
groaned and plained, at which she came up to him and threw 
herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, 
even as he knew her. So she hung to him and embraced him, 
and called to her serving men and attendants and those who were 
about her; and they took him up and earned him forth of that 
stead. When the old woman saw this, she cned out to the Cook 
within the house, and he said to her, “ Fare thou before me.” 
So she forewent him and he ran after her and ceased not running 
till he overtook the party and seizing Salim, exclaimed, What 
aileth you to take my slave-lad ? ” Whereupon the Queen cned 
out at him, saying, “ Know that this is my husband, whom I had 
lost ” , and Salim also cried out, saying, “ Mercy * Mercy » 
I appeal to Allah and to the Sultan against this Satan 1 ” There¬ 
with a world of folk straightway gathered together, and loud rose 
the cnes and the clamours between them; but the most part of 
them said, “ Carry their case up to the Sultan.” So they referred 
the matter to the king, who was none other than Salimas sister 
Salma. Then they repaired to the palace, and the dragoman 
went in to Salma and said to her, “ O kmg of the age, here is a 


I I have noted (vol i night xxviu) that Kam'is Chemise, 

Caraesha. Camisa) is used m the Hmdoslani and the JBenc^aU dialects 
Like Its synonjms prffitexta and shift.it has an equivocal meaning, and here 
probably sigmfies the dress peculiar to Arab devotees and devout beggars 
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Tic Talc of Sahui, ihc Youth of KhuaHiiu 

Hindi woman, who conielh fiom the land of Hind, and she hatli 
laid hands on a sciarMnt, a younp^ man, claiming him as her 
liiisband, hath been lo* 5 t to her tliesc two years, and she 
journeyed not hither save for his sake, and in \cry'sooth the^'t' 
m.tnydajs she hUh done almsdccds in thy city, And here is a 
fellow, *a Kitchener, who dcclareth that the young man is his 
slave.'” When the Queen heard t})ese^\ords, her Mtals quivered, 
and she groaned from a grieving hcait, and called to mind her 
brother and that which had bcUdod him. Then she bade those 
around her biing them bctvxcn her iruuls, and ^\hcn she saw 
them, she knew her Inother and v.cls about to cry aloud; but 
her reason restrained her; yet could she not prc\tnt iieiself rising 
up and sitting dowm.^ At hst, howcxci, she enforced her soul to 
patience, and said to them, '' Let each and every of you acquaint 
me with liis cose.” So Sahm c.ime fonuard and )d^s^ng ground 
before the king, laudtxl him and rehled to him his story from 
lu-st to last, until the lime of their coming to that city, he and 
hi*: sister, tdhng him hou lie had entered the place and had 
fillcn into the hands of the Cook, and that which had bclidcd 
him, and ^^lntso he had sufiered from him of beating and collars, 
of fellers and pinioning, till the man had made him his brother's 
M.'uncluke, a l^ughten sla\e, and how tlie brother had sold him 
iu Hind and he had become king by marrying the Princews: and 
how life was not lovcscune to him till he should foicgather 
with his sister, and now the same Cook had fallen in witli him 
a second time and had pinioned and feltcied him. Brief, he 
acquainted her with that which had betidcd him of sickness and 
sorrow for the space of a avhole year. When he had made an 
end of his speech, his vife slraightuays came forward and 
told her story, from incept to termination, how her mother 
bought him* from the Cook's piUner and the people of the 
kingdom came under his rule; nor did she cease telling till she 
came, in her history, to that city and acquainted the king with 
the manner of her meeting her husband. When she had made 
an end of her adventure, the Kitchener exclaimed, “ Alack, what 
iMjfalb us from lying rascals. By Allah, O king, this woman heth 
against me, for this youth is my rcarling,* and he wms bom of one 

I 1 omit here and clsevvhcrc the parenthetical formula Kfila al-R'avl.” 
Dtc -=*Tho Slor>-tcUcr sa)eth, rcmindm;; the reader of its significance m a 
work collected from tin mouths of professional Tale-tellers and intended 
mainly for their use 

z The usual sign of emotion, already often mentioned 

3 It being no shame to Moslems if a slave become King 

^ Arab. ** Tarbiyati/' i.f, he was brought up m m> house 
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of my slave-girls.^ He fled from me and I found him again ’* 
When the Queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the Cook, 
The decree between you shall not be save in accordance with 
justice/’ Then she dismissed all those who were present and 
turning to her brother, said to him, “ Indeed thy truth is stablished 
ivith me and the sooth of thy speech, and praised be Allah who 
hath brought about reunion between thee and thy wife! So now 
begone with her to thy country, and cease to seek thy sister 
Salma, and depart in peace.” But, hearing this, Salim replied, 
By Allah, by the might of the All-knowing King, I will not 
turn back from seeking my sister till I die or I find her, 
Inshallahl” Then he called his sister to mind and improinsed 
from a heart disappointed, troubled, afflicted, these couplets:— 

O thou who blam’st me for my heart, in anger twitting me, * Hadst 
tasted what my heart did taste, thou woiildst be pitying me I 
By Allah, O my cinder for my sister leave, ah I leave, }>ly heart to 
moan its grief and feel the woes befitting me. 

Indeed I grew to hold her dear privily, publicly; * And in my bosom 
bides a pang at no tune quilting me, 

And in my vitals burns a flame that ne’er m as equalled by « The fire 
of hell, and blazeth high to Death committing me. 

Now when Ins sister Salma heard what he said, she could no 
longer restrain her soul, but threw herself upon him and 
discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw 
himself upon her swooning awhile, after which he came to 
himself and cned, “Lauded be the Lord, the Bountiful, the 
Beneficent!” Then they plained each to other of that they 
had suffered from the pangs of parting, whilst Salim’s wife 
wondered at this, and Salma’s patience and endurance pleased 
her. So she saluted her with the salam, and thanked her for 
her fair boons, saying, “By Allah, O my lady, all that we are 
in of gladness never befell us save by thy blessing; so praised 
be Allah who deigned vouchsafe us thy sight ^ ” Then they 
tarried all three, Salma, Salim and his wife, in joy and happiness 
* and delight three days, veiled from the folk; and it was bruited 
abroad m the city that the king had found his brother, who was 
lost for many a year, and had saved him from the Cook’s house. 
On the fourth day, all the troops and the lieges assembled 
together to see the King, and standing at his gate, craved leave 
to enter. Salma bade admit them; so they entered and paid 
her royal suit and service, and gave her joy of her brother’s safe 
return. She bade them do homage to Salim, and they consented 
and sware fealty to him, after which they kept silence awhile, so 
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Tic 7\t!c of Solhr, (he Youth oj Kloritsatt* 

they miuht hear %vhat the l.inir should command. Tlicn quoth 
Suhna, ye pathciinp of soldiers and subjects, ye wot that 
ye forced me \MHy.nilly to accept the Unp^^hip and besought me 
thereof, and I consented to }oitr dcstres anent my being raised to 
rule over you; and I did this against my wilt; for I would ha\e 
you know that I am a woman and that I dismu’sed myself and 
donned man’s dress, so pcradvenluro my ease might be concealed 
when I lost my brother. But now Allah hath deigned reunite 
me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king 
ami Sultan over the people, and 1 a \\omau; because there is 
no Sulianaic for women, v;henas men arc present.* For this 
leason, an it suit you, set my biother on the throne of the 
kingdom, for thus is he ; and I will busy myself ^\Uh the worship 
of Allah the Most High, and than1vSgi\ing to Him for my reunion 
uitli my brother. Or, an yo prefer it, take your kingslup and 
make whom you will ruler and liege lord thereof.” Upon this 
the folk all cried out, '^rning. ‘*\Vc accept him to king o%cr 
us”; and they did liirn suit and smdeo, and gave ])im joy of the 
kingship. So the preachers preached the sermon- in his name 
and the comt-pocts praised him; and ho lavished largesse upon 
the soldiery and the suite, and overwlielmcd them with fivours and 
liounties, and w%ns prodigal to the Ryots of justice and equity, with 
goodly pv^Hcy and polity. When he lind efifected this much of 
his a^ect, ho caused bring forth the Cook and his liouschold to 
tlic diwau, but spared the old woman wlio had nursed him, 
because she had been the cause of Ins deliverance. Then all 
.asscmldcd without the town and he tormented the Cook and 
those who were wdlh him with all manner torments, after wdiich 
he did him to die by the foulest of deaths’’ and binning him with 
fire, scattered his uslics far and wide in the air. After this Sulim 


j TJ'.crc is no Sake lav, among<;t Modi ms; hut the or custom 

of AMslam, eWahhshed by the succession of tlic first four Caliphs, to the 
prcjntl.ee of A>jshah and other masterful v.omen, would be a strong precedent 
against queenly rule It is the reserse walh the Hindus who accept a Ivani as 
willingly as a ihajab, and who l>chc\c wdth Huiopeans that when Kings reign 
women rule, and tirr vns:t 'lo the vulgar Moslem feminine government 
appears impossible, and I was once asicd by an Afghan, ‘'What would 
hapj>cn if the queen were m cUddbtd?** 

2 Arab '’Khutliah,** the sermon preached from the pulpu (Mimbar) aftci 
the congregational prajcrs on rndaj noon It Is of two Kinds, for which sec 
I^ne, M n., chap, in This public mention of hts name and inscribing it 
upon the ncwly-minltd money arc the special prerogatnes of the l^foslcm 
King. hence it often hapi>cns that usurpers cause a confusion of KluUbah 
and coinage, 

3 For a specimen of which, blowing a man up with bellows, see 
Al-Mos'udi, chap cxxiu 
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abode in the governance, invested with the Sultanate, and ruled 
the people a ^vhole year, w^hen he returned to AhMansurah and 
sojourned there another year. And he and his wife ceased not to 
go from city to city, and tarry in this a year and that a year, till 
he w^as vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he 
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his 
deputy in one kingdom and he ruled in the other; and he lived, 
he and his wife and children, w^hat while Almighty Allah wdled.^’ 

“ Nor ” (continued the Wazir), “ O King of the age, is this story 
rarer or stranger than the King of Hind and his wionged and 
envied Minister.” When the King heard this, his mind w^as 
occupied,° and he bade the Wazir hie to his own house. 

(iIT)e anU JSijiDt of tSc 

When the evening evened, the King summoned the Minister and 
bade him tell the story of the ICing of Hmd and his Wazir. So . 
he said, “ Hearkening and obedience. Give ear, O auspicious 
King, to 


THE TALE OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS 
WAZIRP 

There wns once in the Hind-land a king illustrious of w^’orth, 
endowed wnth understanding and policy, and his name was Shah 
Bakht, He had a Mmister, a godly man and a sagacious, right 
prudent in rede, conformable to him in governance and just in 
judgment; for w^hich cause his emners w^ere many and many 
w^ere the hypocntes w^ho sought faults in him and set snares for 
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bakht’s eyes hatred 
against him and sowed in his heart despite towards him; and 
plot follow^ed plot, and their rancoin: waxed until the king was 
brought to arrest him and lay him in jail and to confiscate 
his w^ealth and degrade him from his degree. When they 
knew that there was left him no possession for which the long 
might lust, they feared lest the sovran release him, by the 
influence of the Wazir’s good counsel upon the king’s heart, 
and he return to his former case, so should their machinations 
be marred and their degrees degraded, for that they knew that 


1 t f . a long time the idiom has been noted before more than once 

2 I r , with \\hat he had heard and what he was promised. 
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Tic Tixlc of tie K\n^ of Hind ixnd his ITfrcin 

the IJni: would need v.hatso he lKidkno\\n from that man, nor 
would forget aujfht w])crcw’]th he was familiar in him. Nowit 
came to pa‘^s that a certain person of perverted belief' found 
a way to the adorning of falsclmod with a semblance of fair* 
seeming, and there proceeded from him that whereby the hearts of 
Ac foUt were occupied, and their minds wxrc comiptcd by his 
Ipng tales ; for that he made use of Indian quiddities^ and forged 
them into proof for I lie denial of the Maker, the Creator, e\toi!ed 
be Ills might and exalted be He and glorified and magnified 
al>o\c the speech of the dcnicrs! lie avouched that it is the 
planets which order all worldly affairs, and he set dowm twcKc 
niansions’ to twelve Zodiacal signs, and made each sign thirty 
degrees,* after the number of the days of the month, so that in 
twelve mansions there arc throe Inmdred and sixty, after the 
number of the days of the year; and he wTought a w’oik, wherein 
he lied and was an infidel and denied the Deity, be He for ever 
blcs‘^cd ! Then lie laid hold of the king’s heart and the enviers 
add haters aided him against the Minister, and wxn tlic royal 
favour and corniptcd liis intent against the Warar, so that he got 
of him that which he got, and at last his lord banished him 
and thrust him away, l^y such means the wicked man obtained 
that which he sought of the Minister, and the ease w*as prolonged 
till the afiairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill 
go\criimcrU,;tnd the most part of the king’s reign fell off from him 
and he came nigh unto ruin. On this wdse he was assured of the 
loyalty of his whilomc sagacious Warir and the excellence of his 
ordinance and the rectitude of his rede. So he sent after him and 
brought him and the wicked man before him and, summoning to 
his presence the Lords of his land and the Chiefs of his chieftain* 
t>hip, ga\c them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wdeked 
man from his perverted belief.^ Then arose that wise Minister and 
skilful, and praised Allah Almighty and lauded Him and glorified 
Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed wnth 


1 Arab Sbakh'; mnfsud,** i r., an infidel 

c Arab. Bunud,” ptur of l^e^ian ** band'**= hypocrisy, deceit, 

3 Arab Bnruj pi of Burj lit cr towers, an astrological term equiva¬ 
lent to our ••bou'^cs*’ or constellations which form the Zodiacal si^ns sur¬ 
rounding the hca\cni> as towers gird a citj ; and applied also to the lunar 
mansions So in Abllariri (Ass of Damascus). ** I swear by the sky with Us 
towers.*' the incept of Koran chapt Ixxxv ; nee also chapts xv. 26 and x\v. 
02. " Burj ” is a word with a long hisior>'. m'pyo? hurg, burgh, etc, 

4 Arab. ** Bundukah ” a httlc bunduk, nut, filbert, pellet, rule, musket 
bullet. 

5 See John Uaistcr's ** Boole of the Seven Planets; or, Seven Wandering 
Momcb,*' London, 15<}8. 



240 


Supple7ne7ital Nights. 

the miscreant and overcame him and silenced him; nor did he 
cease from him till he compelled him to make confession of repent¬ 
ance from that which he had misbelieved. Therewith King Shah 
Baliht rejoiced with exceeding great joy and cned, “ Praise be to 
the Lord who hath saved me from this man, and hath preser\"ed 
me from the loss of my kingship and my prospenty * ” So the 
alfair of the Wazir returned to order and stablishment, and the 
lang restored him to his place and raised him to higher rank. 
Lastly, he assembled the folk who had stnven against him and 
destroyed them all, to the last man. “ And how like ” (continued 
the Wazir), “is this story to that of myself and King Shah Bakht, 
with regard to that which befell me of the changing of the King 
and his crediting others against me; but now is the fairness of 
my fashion fulfilled in thine eyes, for that Allah Almighty hath 
inspired thee with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity 
and patience to hear from me whatso He allotted to those who 
forewent us, till He hath shoTO forth my innocence and made 
manifest imto thee the truth. For lo and behold 1 the days are 
now past, wherein it was declared to the king that I should labour 
for the loss of my soul,^ that is vathm the month; and lookye, the 
probation-time is gone by, and past is the season of evil, and it 
hath ceased by the protection of the King and his good fortune.*’ 
Then he bowed his head and was silent. When King Shah Bakht 
heard his \\^azir’s speech, he was abashed before him and con¬ 
founded, and he marv^elled at the gravity of his intellect and his 
long-suffenng So he sprang up to him and embraced him, and 
the Minister kissed his feet. Then the King called for a costly 
lobe of honour and cast it over Al-Rahwan, and honoured him' 
vuth the highmost honour and showed him especial favour and 
restored him to his degree and Wazirate. Furthermore, he im¬ 
prisoned those who had devised his destruction with lies and 
leasing, and gave him full leave and license to pass judgment upon 
the Interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the 
Wazir abode in the ordenng of the realm until Death came to 
them , “ And this ” (added Shahrazad) “is all, O king of the age, 
that hath come down to us of Kang Shah Bakht and his Wazir.” 


J t f I for the king whom I Io\ e as my own soul 


SfnxhfiK<id a fill 


2.^1 


SHAMRAZAD AND SHAHKVAR. 

As for King Shnliryar, he %\onclorcd at Shahrnznd with the utmost 
wonder, and drew her near to his heart of his abounding; nficction 
for her*, and she was magnified in his eyes and he said wnthin 
himsclh ‘*By Allah, the like of this is not dcscr\ing of slaughter, 
for indeed the time favoureth us not with her equal. By the 
Almighty, I have been reckless of mine affair, and had not the 
Lord overcome me with His ruth and pul this one at my service 
so she might recount to mo instances manifest and cases truthful 
and admonitions goodly and traits edifying, such as should restore 
me to the right road, I had come to min I Wherefore to Allah be 
the prai«:c herefor, and 1 l>esccch the Most High to make my end 
wdlh her like that of the Warir and Shah Bakhtf* Then sleep 
overcame the king and glory be unto Him who slcepoth iiotM 
When it was the ^inc hundied and thirtieth Hight, Shahra/ad 
Slid, “O king, there is present in my thought a talc which Ircateth 
of womcifs trickery, and wdicrcin is a warning to whoso wall he 
warned, and an admonishment to wdioso will be admonished, and 
whoso hath sight and insight; but I fear lest the hcanng of this 
bcUttlc me with the Hegedord and low cr my degree in his esteem; 
yet 1 hope that tins will not be, because ’tis a rare talc. Women 
are indeed mischief-makers; their craft and their cunning may not 
be told nor may their wiles be known; while men enjoy their 
company and are not instant to uphold them in the nght w^ay, 
neither arc they vigilant over them wnth all vigilance, but relish 
their society and take whatso is wnnsomc and regard not that 
wdnch IS other than this. Indeed, they arc like unto the crooked 
rib, which an thou go about to straighten, Ihou distortest it, and 
which an thou persist in straightening, thou hreakest it^; soil 
bcho\ cth the wnsc man to be silent concerning them.*’ Thereupon 
quoth Dinar/ad, O sister mine, bring forth that which is wdth 
thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning 
the guile of women and their wnles, and have no fear lest this 
lessen thee with the king ; for that women are, like jewels, of all 


1 The Bred Edit (m 318-21) to assume that the talcs \serc told m 

the carlj mghl before the rojal pair slept. This is no improvement, \\c prefer 
10 Ihmh that the tune ssas Kfore peep of day. Nvhen Easterns usually awake 
and have nothing to do till ihe dauii-prajcr 

2 See \ol ii, night bell 
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kinds and colours. When a gem falleth into the hand of an 
expert, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth all beside it. Eke 
he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like the 
potter,^ who filleth his kiln 'svith all the vessels he hath moulded 
and under them kindleth his fire. When the baking is done and 
he taketh out that which is in the kiln, he findeth no help for it 
but that he must break some of them, w^hilst others are w^hat the 
folk need and \vhereof they make use, w’hile yet others there are 
which return to be as they were. So fear thou not nor deem it a 
grave matter to adduce that Avhich thou know’est of the craft of 
\vomen, for that in this is profit for all folic.*’ Then said 
Shahrazad, “ The}^ relate, O king (but Allah alone knoweth the 
secret things) the Tale of— 


I Arab Al-Fdklur No wonder that the First Hand who moulded the 
RIan-mud is a Utn comtmin in Eastern thought The Pot and the Potter began 
wnth the old Egyptians “Sitting as a potter at the wheel, god Cneph (in 
Philaj) moulds clay, and gives the spirit of life {the Genesitic “ breath *’) to 
the nostnls of Osins ” Then we meet him in the Vedas, the Being “ by 
whom the fictile \ase is formed, the clay out of which it is fabncated %Ve 
find him next in Jeremiah (win 2), “Arise and go down unto the Potter’s 
house,*’ etc, and in Homans (ix 21), “ Hath not the Potter power o\er the 
clay ? He appears in full force in Omar-i-Khayj 5 ra (No xxxvn) — 

For I remember stopping bj the way 
To watch a Potter thumping his w’et Clay. 

And with Its all obliterated Tongue 
It murmur’d—“ Gently, Brother, gently, pra> 1 ** 

Lastl> the Potter shows in the Kasidah of Haji Abdu al-Yazdi (p 4) *— 

“ The first of pots the Potter made by Chrj sorrhoas* blue-green wa\ e; 

Methinks I see him smile to see what guerdon to the world he ga\e ” 
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TO H1:NKV IRVIXG, l>p. 


M\ nr\r ln\ ing, 

To n coTi<;uniinntr nrli*-! like joursrlf 1 need liarclK 
that Tlic rtill oHor*^ inatu a virgin tninc to tlio 

riavvsright; and I in^'Ciibe tliU volnnio to vou, not only in admira¬ 
tion of vonr getuu*^, but m tbc Iiopc tliat vou will find nican*^ 
of exploiting the hiddr n wealth vs Inch awaits only )onr “Open, 
Sesame! ** 


h,vci vaut'- sinroioly, 

RICHARD F. nURTON. 
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AL-I^IALIK AL-ZAHIR RUKN AL-DIN BIBARS 
AL-BUNDUKDARI AND THE SIXTEEN 
CAPTAINS OF POLICE.'” 

TfirREwas; once in the climes* of Eg^^pt and the city of Cairo, 
under the Turks, a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding 
mighty Soldans, bight Al-Malik aKZiihir Rukn ai-Din Bibars 
aUBundukdari,* ^\ho was used to storm the Islamite sconces and 
the strongholds of ** The Shore^ and the Nazarinc citadels. His 
Chief of Police in the capital of his kingdom, was just to the folk, 
all of them; .and Al-Malik abZahir delighted in stories of the 
common sort, and of that wduch men purposed in thought; and he 
loved to see this wdth his owm eyes, and to hear their sayings with 
his owm cars. Now it fortuned that he heard one night from a 
certain of his nocturnal reciters^ (hat among women arc those 
wdio arc doughtier than the doughtiest men and prow’crof prow'css, 
and that among them are some who will engage in fight singular 
with the sword and others wdio beguile the quickest-witted of 
Walis and baffle them, and bring dowm on them all manner of 
miseries; wdicrcfore said the Soldan, would Jicf hear this of 
their legerdemain from one of those wdio have had to do with 
it, so I may hearken unto him and cause him discourse.” And 
one of the stor}'-tclierb said, “O king, send for the Chief of 
Police of this thy city.” Now* 'Alam al-Din® Sanjar was at that 
lime Wall and he was a man of experience, in affairs well versed ; 
so the king sent for him, and when he came before him, he dis¬ 
covered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Sanjar, 

1 Bre^l ndit»vol xi pp 321*99. niKhis dccccxxx-xl 

2 Arab “lUim" from the Gr KXtyto, oficn xi*;ed a*; among«;t ns (r^., 
•‘other dimes”) for land 

3 Bibari, v }io';e name js still famous and mostly pronounced •* 13 a>bars,” 
the fourth of the Baharitc Mamelukes, vhom I would call the *'Soldans” 
Onginall) a slave of Al-S^hh, seventh of the AyyubUcs, he rose to power b> 
the normal process, murdering hts prcdccc^ssor, in A D 1260, and he pushctl 
his conquests from S)na to Armenia. In his day Saint I.x)uis died before 
Tunis (A.D. 1270) 

There are sundr)'Silhils or shore-lands “Sahil Mlsr” is the River¬ 
side of Cairo ohen extended to the whole of Lower ng>p( (vol, i night xxviii) 
here it means the lowlands of Palestine once the abode of the noble Philistines, 
and laslij the term extends to the sea-board of Zanzibar, where, however, it 
IS mostly used in the pUir *' Saw Ahil ”=r the Shores 

5 Arab ” SammAr ” (from Samar r=convcrsalio nocturna),£= the story¬ 
teller who in camp or house whiles away the evening hours, 

0 ” Flag of the Faith ”. Sanjnr in old Persian «a Pnnee, a King 
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\vill do my endeavour for that which our lord seeketh.” ^ Then he 
arose and returning to his house, summoned the Captains of the 
watch and the Lieutenants of the ward and said to them, Know 
that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bridal banquet, 
and I desire that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also 
vn\l be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which 
you have heard of rare occurrences, and that which hath betided 
you of experiences.** And the Captains and Runners and Agents 
of Pohce answered him, ‘'*Tis well: BismilIah->-in the name of 
Allah ^ We vdll make thee see all this with thine own eyes and 
hear it with thine own ears.** Then the Chief of Police arose 
and going up to Ai-Malilr al-Zahir, informed him that the assembly 
would meet on such a day at his house; and the Soldan said, 
“ *Tis well,** and gave him somewhat of coin for his spending- 
money. When the appointed day came the Chief of Police 
set apart for his officers and constables a saloon, which had 
latticed casements ranged in order and giving upon the flower- 
garden, and Al-Malik al-Zahir came to him, and be seated him¬ 
self and the Soldan, in the alcove. Then the tables w^ere spread 
for them \vith food and they ate and when the bowl went round 
amongst them and their souls were gladdened by meat and dnnk, 
they mutually related that which was with them and revealed 
their secrets from concealment. The first to discourse was a 
man, a Captain of the Watch, hight Mu’in al-Din/ whose heart 
was v/holly occupied with the love of fair women; and he said, 
“ Harkye, all ye people of high degree, I will acquaint you with 
an extraordinary affair which fortuned me aforetime.*’ Then he 
began to tell 


THE FIRST CONSTABLE’S HISTORY." 

Ki^ow ye that when I entered the service of this Emir,® I had a 
great repute, and every low fellow and lewd feared me most of all 


1 ** Alder of the Faith ** 

2 These policemen’s tales present a cunous contrast ith the detective 
stones of M Gabonau and his host of imitators In the East the pohce, like 
the old Bow Street runners, were and are still recruited principally amongst 
the criminal classes on the pnnciple of '* Set a thief,” etc We have seen that 
the Barmecide Wazirs of Baghdad “anticipated Founer’s doctrine of the 
passionel treatment of laiiless mchnations,” and employed as subordinate 
officers, under the Wall or Prefect of Police, accomplished villains like 
Ahmad al'Dauaf (vol ui ccbav), Hasan Shuuman and Mercury Ah (ibid), 
and even Viomen (Dahlah the Crslfty), to coerce and checkmate their former 
comrades IMoreover, a gird at the police is always acceptable, not only to a 
coffee-house audience, but even to a more educated crowd , witness the treat¬ 
ment of the “ Charley^’ and the “ Bobby” in our truly English pantomimes 

3 le » the Chief of Pohce, as the sequel shows 
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tnnnlrincl, and ^vhcn I rode tliro\i|;h the cily, each and even* of the 
folk\vo\ilci point at mo with tiicir finncr^^ and s>gn at nicAvkh their 
eye?;. It happested one day, a*; I J^at in the pal \cc of the Prefecture, 
hack-propped ac^inKt a wall, con^^idcring in m}se]f, Muidcniy there 
fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it wa*; a purse sealed and 
tied. So I hent it in hand and !ol it had in it an hundred 
dirhams,* but 1 found not who threv.* it and I said, ** Lauded be 
the Lord, the Kin" of th.c Kinrtdonis-1 Another day, as I sat 
in the same %va}% somewhat fell on me and startled me, and 
looUyc, 'Iwas .a purse like the first: I took it and huhn" the 
mal^r, made as tiioiigh I slept, albeit sleep was not with rnc. 
One day as I thus shammed sleep, I suddenly sensed in iny lap a 
hand, and in it a purse of the finest; so I seized the hand and 
behold, Hv.as that of a f ur woman. Quoth I to her, " O my lady, 
who ait thou ? and quoth she, *' Ri^e and come away from here, 
that 1 may make myself Icnown to thcc.'^ Presently I rose up and 
following" her, walked on, without tairyini;^, till we slopped at the 
door nf a lnj;h4uuldcd hou^^^ whereupon I asked her, “O my 
lady, v/ho art thou ? Indeed, thou hast done me Idndness, and 
what is the rm'^on of this?'* She answered, “By Allah, O 
Captain’ Muhn, I am a v/oman on vdiom love and longing are 
sore for desire of the daughter of the Ka/d Amin abHiikm.* Now 
there was bctwTcn me and hcrwdial w’a^', and fondness for her fell 
upon my heart and I agreed upon an assignation with her, accord¬ 
ing to possibility and convenience; but her father Amin al-Hukin 
took licr and wxnt av/ay, and my heart clcavctli to her and 
yearning and distraction waaxed sore upon me for her sake.*’ 1 
said to her, mar\elhng the v.dulc at her words, “What w^ouldsl 
thou have me do?*’ and said she, “O Captain Mu’ui, I w'ould 
have thee lend me a helping hand,” Quoth I, “ Where am I and 
w’hcre is the daughter of the Ka/i Amm al-Hukm^?** and quoth 
she, “Be assured that 1 w'ould not have thee intaidc upon the 
Kazi’s daughter, but 1 w ould fain w ork for the winning of my washes. 


T Abcftu A 

2 j f. of tlic uoriels visibk and in\isibk* 

3 Arab •• Mulnddam*' ^ec\ol in ccIjv 

\ *'FaUhful of Command”, it ma> l)o a title as \\cll as a PN Tor 
*• Al-Amin/’ see \ol in night cccx\x\ni 

5 I f . *MNhal ba%c 1 to do \sUh,*‘ etc . or “hou great is the difference 
betveen me and her.** The phrase is still popular in Kg>pt and S>na: and 
the interrogatnc form only intensifies it 'the student of Hgyptian should 
nlwa)s try to answer a question by a question Ills labours ha\o been greatly 
facilitated by the conscientious work of my late friend Sputa Bey I tried hard 
lo persuade the late Rogers Bey, whose knowledge of Rgjptian and Sjrian (as 
opposed to Arabic) wojj considerable, that a simple grammar of Egyptian was 
r.n."h wanted : li*' promi #ed to undertake il, but cleatli cut short the design. 

VOU IX 
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This IS my will and my Avant winch may not be wroughten save 
by thine aid/* Then she added, “ I -mean this night to go with 
heart enheartened and hire me bracelets and armlets and anklets 
of pnce; then amU I hie me and sit in the street Avhcrein is 
the house of Amin abHukm; and when his the season of the 
round and foUr are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those avIio are 
with thee of the men, and thou Avilt see me sitting and on me hue 
raiment and ornaments, and Avilt smell on me the odour of Ottars; 

hereupon do thou question me of my case and 1 aviU say —hail 
from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies^ and I 
came down into the tOAvn for a purpose *, but night overtook me 
all unawares, and the Zu way lab Gate“ Avas shut against me and all 
ihe other portals and I knew not whither I should Avend this night. 
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodly fashion of its 
ordinance and its cleanliness, I sheltered me therein against break 
of day. When I speak these words to thee A\dth complete self- 
possession/ the Chief of the Avatch wall haA^e no ill suspicion of 
me, but will say" —^There’s no help but that Ave leaA’’e her Avith 
one who will talce care of her till morning. Thereto do thou 
rejoin —*Tw^ere best that she night wath Amin al-Hukm and he 
AVith his w'lA es^ and children until dawn of day. Then straightway 
knock at the Kaz/s door, and thus shall 1 liaA^e secured admission 
into his house, without mcon\^enience, and ivon my wdsh; and— 
the Peace ^ I said to her, “ By Allah, this is an easy matter.” 
So, Avheu the night Avas blackest, Ave rose to make our round, 
followed by men an ith girded swords, and Avent about the ways and 
compassed the city, till we came to the street® Avhere was the 
AYoman, and it Avas the middle of the night. Here we smelt 
mighty rich scents and heard the clink of rings. so I said to my 
comrades,Methinks I espy a spectre” ; and the Captain of the 
Nvatch cried, “ See ivhat it is ” Accordingly, I undertook the Avork, 
and entering the thoroughfare presently came out again and said, 
I have found a fair Avoman, and she telletli me that she is from 
the Citadel, and that dark night surprised her, and she saw’^ this street, 
and noting its cleanness and goodly fashion of ordinance, knew’' 
that it belonged to a great man ® and that needs must there be in 


1 Arab plur QfK?ab(Ut deputies, hevUenatits) =5= a Kabob 

2 For this famous and time-honoured buildine, see vol i tiient 

3 Arab ** Tamkm,*’gra\ity. assurance 

4 Arab ** I)al-hu, ” Ut lus family, a decorous circumlocution for his 
A‘i\es and concubines 

? J ^ thoroughfare 

begaa to rule, he found 
liousehoWer, under pa n 

of confiscation, should keep the street before his house perfcctl) clean '1 lus 
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it a n^innlian to keep watch <A'ei iu so she pheltcrctl her ihoicin.” 
Quoth the Captain of the u.Uch to me, *'Takc lier and cany her 
fo thy house**; hut quoth I, ‘M stn'k lefugc with Allah*^ My 
hon«*e i'; no slroiur liox,- and on tine woman arc trinlcets and fine 
clothim^, Hy Allah, will nf»t duposil the I.uly Svi\e with Amin 
aMiuktn, in who^c street she lialh been since the fn^t slarkoninK 
of the darkness; therefore do thou leue hei with him till the 
break of day.*’ lie rejoined, ‘^Dowhatso thou willesl.** So I 
rapped at the gate and out came a black slave of his slaves, 

to whom said I, *‘0 nu lord, take this woman and let her be with 
yon till da} shall dawn, for that the lieutenant of the Emir Alam 
al-Din hath found her with tnnkols and fine apparel on her, 
sitting at the door of }our house, and wx feared lest her respon¬ 
sibility l>c upon you*; wherefore 1 suggested Hwcrc mcetest she 
night with you.*’ So the chattel opened and took her in with him 
Now* when the morning moin)wed,lhc first who presented himself 
before the Emii was the Ka/a .\min al-Hiikm, leaning on two of 
his negro s]a\cs; and he was crvmg out and calling for aid and 
saying, “O Emir, crafty and perfidious, yesternight thou depnsitedst 
with me a woman and broughtest lur into my house and liome, 
and she arose in the dark and took from me the monies of the 
little orphans my w\irds,* sis groat liags, each containing a 
thousand dinars,- and made ofi‘; but as for me, I will s:iy no 
syllabic to thcc except in the Soldnn’s presence.^” When the 
Wall heard these w‘ords he w*as troubled, and rose and sat dowm 
in his agitation; then he took the Judge and placing him by his 
side, sootiicd Inm and cxliorted him to p itience, till he had made 


•was Uor.r after cxampi'-s hiU hern rnirtt\ an<l the vc^wh wa*? lint <incc 

tint Umc Cairo nr\tr laitA ih«' pinout* I arn wTitmi; at Tangier v here a 
Mahomnitg Ah n much nantccl 
it*, Alhh for fend ^ 

a Arab ** Mu'ilauda’ ’'"-a stionp place vhcre goods arc deposited and left 
in charge 

3 Ikcatne, if she came to i;mf the people nf the street, and cspcciallv 
tho*^iO of the adjominc hou<<‘s, t into trouble Hence in Modfm 

cities. UVe Damascus and To?, tin Har'u or quarttrs an cIo'C I at niqht with 
strong wooden doors, and the guards will not op^ n them cveept bj means of a 
silver Vcy Mohammed Ah abnhdud this inconvenience, but fined and im- 
priboned all m^ht‘WaUcrs who carne^l no lanterns See Vilgrimage, vol i 
173 

As Kari of the quarter he was t\-oflicio guardian of tlie orpines and 
ihcir propertv, and halde to severe punishment (unless he could pav for the 
hixurv) m ca^e of fraud or nc;dcct 

3 Altogether six thousand dinars £2,000 This sentence is borrowed 
from the sequel and necessar) to make tlu* sense clear 

f) i.r , ** I am goinj; at once to complain of thee Iwfore the kinn unkss 
ihou give me due satisfaction restoring the monc> and finding the tiuef/* 
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an end of talk* when he turned to the officers and questioned 
them of that They fixed the affair on me and said, “We know 
nothing of this matter but from Captain Muhn al-Din.” So tlie 
Kazi turned to me and said, “Thou wast of accord to practice 
upon me with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel 
As for me, I stood, with my head bowed ground-wards, forgetting 
both Sunnah and Farz,^ and remained sunk in thought, saying, 
“ How came I to be the dupe of that randy \vench ? *’ Then cried 
the Emir to me, “What aileth thee that thou answerest not^*' 
Thereupon I replied, “ O my lord, *tis a custom among the folk 
that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allow’ed 
three days* grace do thou have patience vnth me so long, and if, 
at the end of that time, the culprit be not found, I will be 
responsible for that which is lost.** When the folk heard my 
speech they all approved it as reasonable, and the Wall turned to 
the Kazi and swate to him that he would do his utmost to recover 
the stolen monies, adding, “ And they shall be restored to thee.** 
Then he w’cnt away, wdnlst I mounted w'ithout stay or delay, and 
began toring and fro-ing about the world without purpose, and 
indeed I ^vas become the underling of a w^oman writhout honesty or 
honour, and I w^ent my rounds m this w^ay all that my day and 
that my mght, but happened not upem tidings of her, and thus* 
I did on the morrow\ On the third day I said to myself, “ Thou 
art mad or silly *’, for I w^as wandenng in quest of a woman who 
knew me^ and I knew her not, she being veiled wffien I met 
her. Then I Avent round about the third day till the hour of mid- 
aftemoon prayer, and sore waxed my cark and my care, for 
I kenned that there remained to me of my life but the morrow, 
when the Chief of Police would send for me, How^’ever, as 
sundowm-time came, I passed through one of the main streets, 
and saw' a woman at a window' *, her door was ajar and she was 
clapping her hands and casting sidelong glances at me, as who 
should say, “ Come up by the door ** So I went up, without fear 
or suspicion, and when I entered she rose and clasped me to her 
breast I marvelled at the matter and quoth she to me, “ I am 
she whom thou depositedst with Amin al-Hukm.*’ Quoth I to 
her, “ O my sister, 1 have been going round and round in request 
of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed which will be chronicled 
and hast cast me into red death® on thine account.** She asked 

1 The Practice (of the Prophet) and the Holy Law (Koranic) see vol 
1 night xvu , \ol 111 night ccclwiii , and vol iv night ccccxw. 

2 In the co^upt te\t, ** who kneNN me not ” , thus spoihng the point- 

3 Arab '* Maut Ahmar*’=Molenl or bloody death For the vanous 
coloured deaths, see \ol v night devM 
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me, Dr»t;t thou spc.'iK thus to me an! Utfnt a captnui f)f uv n ? ** 
and I ans\%crcd» “lunv Mu«u!d I r.ut Iv tinuhhd, that I in* 

in concern far an nfTair I Uun omt and over in juum!, nuire hy 
tolvcn th U I coutiniK; rny <la\ loait o'ui" about 5<“;rdnni: fnr 
thcc ami in the nit;hl I vvatcli it^ ^ and pi v:u;t‘>^ ?( tied 
vhc, “ Xavt^lU ^^hall K tvdt wcaU and them < \iAi the b* iter 
of hiin,"^*’ So Mu' and emmt to a che^t» tin ve cut 

therefrota ?^ix In':s full of r;oUl and ‘•aid to me, ** Thie m vvlnt I 
took from Amin abllukm'e hnu^ej. So an thou will, rr d<»:r u ; 
chx the whole is law full} Miunc ; and if thou <>-ire other than 
tins, thou *^halt obtain it; far 1 have inonitn in phnlv and I Ind 
no de^^iqnhordn save to marry thcc/* 1 hen ! lie aio^e, urd s-pen- 
ing other etjestr-brou|;ht out therefrom wealth pal ore, and 1 'uvl 
to her, ‘*0 niy sister, I have nn wMi for all tlm^, nm do I want 
,au"ht oNcept to bo quit rf tluU vvimrrin 1 am/* Otauli ** 1 
came not forth of the Ka^/s hptre v ithenU fncpuiin: hr ihm»' 
acquittance/* Then ^.mS to vm\ **\Vhcn the n)< :n>u dl 
mom and Amin al-IIukm shall cn»ne to berr wiih hun ull 
he have nude an end of hh speech, and v tu n lie ah u, 
return him no reply: and if the V/ali aA,::~^\Vha »il\> ih 
that thou answcrcsl me not? do thou rej^an:^ v> 1 .td .uul 
master^ know that the two vvc»rcls arc mt aUKv, but i 

no helper for the conquered one-save Aihh AlnU’/atv. 1 Lr‘ 
Kara will cr\', What is the incininr; of ihy vavin/, Thr two 
vrords arc not rdike? And do thou retort :—l dcpMsp,td with 
thee a damsel from the pahcc of the SulUn. and tuo-t Id tdy 
some enemy of hers m tliy household hath tran^^rc^'cd apainst 
her or she hath Ikcu ‘•ccrctly mmdcicvk Vuily, there were 
on her raiment and c»rnimcius v.ctlh ;i thomand ducats, and 
hadst thou put to the question tho‘-c who are with tine of flavcn 
and slave-girls, needs must thou have htlcn onfome traces of 
the: crime. When he hcarcth this from thee, his trouble will 
redouble, and he will be amated and wall make oath that thou 
hast no help for it but to go with hi?n to hk house: however, 
do thou say, That will 1 not do, for I am the party nggricvt'tl, 
more especially because I am under suspicion with theo. If he 


I t f, for Het of slcpp 

n { e .oi the Kori 

3 Arab ‘ vrtibitb/’ in the tlnolo/.ic an actirjn which K rot sjnfnl 
t'/-rm'iiorquaMV,mful frih (KJ, vut^vrU ‘'rvrmmr4.attcv.(<P‘; soSlnbnrad 
“ceased to say her sa> permitted ** (b; Sit d^rjar) 

4 Arab “ Yil Kinwand*-e< \of niuht dccKiii 

5 1 f., we both make different rquallv crchblc, but vithtnil 

proof, and the case will a^;am» t me becau'^c tiicu .trt tlic rrtaur stmt 
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redouble in calling on Allah's aid and conjure thee by the oath 
of divorce, saying, Thou must assuredly come, do thou reply, By 
xMlah, I uill not go, unless the Chief also go avith me. Then, as 
soon as thou coinest to the house, begin b}' searching the terrace* 
roofs; then laimmage the closets and cabinets, and if thou find 
naught, humble thyself before the Kazi and be abject and feign 
th}self subjected, and after stand at the door and look as if thou 
soughtest a place u'herein to make ^vater,^ because there is a dark 
corner there. Then come forw ard, vrith heart harder than syenite* 
stone, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its 
place Thou wilt find there under it a mantilla-skirt; bnng it 
out publicly and call the Waii in a loud voice, before those who 
are present Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, 
exceeding for freshness, and therein a woman’s walking boots and 
a pair of petticoat-trousers and somewhat of linen.” When I 
heard from her these words, I rose to go out and she said to 
me, '‘Take these hundred sequins, so they may succour thee, 
and such is my guest*gift to thee ” Accordingly, I took them 
and leaving her door ajar returned to my lodging. Next morning, 
up came the Judge, nnth his face like the ox-eye,^ and asked, 
“ In the name of Allah, where is debtor »and uliere is my 
property^” Then he wept and cried out and said to the Wall. 
“Where is that ilkomeued fellow', who aboundeth in robber}" 
and villainy Thereupon the Chief turned to me and said, 
“Why dost thou not answer the Kazi”, and I replied, “O 
Emir; the tivo heads'^ are not equal, and I, I have no helper*; 
but, an the right be on my side, Twill appear," At this the 
Judge grew" hotter of temper and cried out, “Woe to thee, O 
ill-omened wight > How wilt thou mal<e manifest that the right 
IS on th}" side ^ ” I replied, “ O our lord the Kazi, I deposited 
wuth thee and in thy charge a w"oman wdiom we found at thy 
door, and on her raiment and ornaments of price. Now" she is 
gone, even as } esterday is gone5, and after this thou tumest upon 
us and suest me for six thousand gold pieces. By Allah, this is none 
other than a mighty great W’rong, and assuredly some fee*^ of hers 
in thy household hath transgressed against her' “ With this the 

^ I Arab “Irtnad seeking a place soft and slop.ng. so that the spray 
ma> not defile the dress All tins in one word' 

2 Arab * Banar.” the red brflit/’iUmus syiv^si r, often used for such com* 
pansons In Algeria it is called ’Arawah see the Jardm Parfumc, p 245, 
note My 

3 I . parties 

4 I f, amongst men 

5 Almost as neat as *' ou sont les neigcs dantan ’ ** 

6 Arab ** Adi.” one transgressing an enemv, a scoundrel 
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WcUh rcdoiiblcd, and he swore by the ino^l solemn of 
OiXhs that I shmild with liiin iind <;ejrch his house. I replied, 
“ Bv All.ih 1 will nut .1^0, indos^ the Wall with ns; for, an he 
pri.^ent, he and the oHiccis, Ihuu will not duo lowoik tin 
widvcd wdl n]'on me/* So ihc Kvzi ro^e and sv.ore an oath, 

** By the truth of Him who created rnanUmd, wo will not 
go but with the Binir 1 *’ Accordingly we icp ured to the Jndgt *s 
houve, accompanied by the Chief, and going up, searched it 
tinoogh, but found naught; wdicreat foir fell upon me and Uio 
Wall turned to me and said, “Fie upon thee, O dbonuned 
fallow*! tlmvi hast put us in shame befoie the men/* All ihi^, 
.and 1 wept and went round about right and left, willi the tears 
junniug down my face, till \\\i wxre about to go foith and drew 
near the dooi of the house, 1 looked at the place wdiich the 
woman Iiad mentioned and asked, \\^hat is yondci dark place 
1 see^ ** Then said I to the men, “Pull up' this jar with rnc/‘ 
They did iny bidding, and I saw somewhat npp^‘'tring uni\cr the 
jar and said, “ Rummage and look at w'hat is undci it/* So they 
searched, and behold, they came upon a woman*s mantilla and 
petticoat-troupers full of blocd, wdnch when I oppied I fell down 
m a fainting-fit. Kow when the Wall fuuv this, lie said, “By 
Allrdw the Captain is excused P’ Then my connadcs came 
round about me and sprinkled water on my face liU 1 recovered, 
when I arose and acco^^ting the Karl (who was co\crtd with 
confusion), raid to him, “ Thou reest that suspicion Is fallen on 
thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, because this 
woman’s family wil! as-^-urcdl) not sit down quietly under hei 
loss/* Therewith the Ka/iV heart quaked and fluttered for thai 
he knew* the suspicion had ro\cited upon him, wlierefoie his colour 
yellowed and his Hmbs smote together; and he paid of his own 
mmey, after the measure of that he had lost, so v*c would quench 
Ih t fire for Imn,* Then we departed from him in peace, whilst 1 
said within myself, “Indeed, the woman falsed me not,*’ After 
that I tamed till three da\s had passed, when 1 went to the 
Ilanmiam and, changing my clothes, betook myself to her home, 
but found the door shut and covered with dust. So 1 asked the 
neighbours of hei and they answered, “This house hath been 
empty of habitants these many days; but three days agonc there 
came a woman with an ass, and at supper-lime last night she 
look licrgear and went away/* Ilercat I turned back,bewildered 
in my wal, and for many a day aftci I enquired of the dwellers m 


1 It \ as proUal)!) stucl^ in tho ground like ai amp! ora 

2 I f , hu h up the m.ator 



2^6 Suppiemcnfal Ntghfs 

that street concerning her, but could happen on no tidmgs-of her. 
And indeed I wondered at the eloquence of her tongue and the 
readiness of her talk, and this is the most admirable of all I have 
seen and of whatso hath betided me* When Al-Mahk al-Zahir 
heard the tale of LIu’m al-Din, he marvelled thereat. Then rose 
another constable and said, ‘'O lord, hear what befell me in 
bygone days/' 


THE SECOND CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

I WA.S once an overseer in the household of the Emir Jamdl 
al-Dm al-Atwash al-Mujhidi, who was made governor of the two 
protnnces, Sharkiyah and Gharbiyah,^ and I was dear to his heart 
and he hid from me naught of whatso he desired to do; and he 
was eke master of his reason.- It came to pass one day of the 
days that it was reported to him how the daughter of Such-an-one 
had a mint of monies and raiment and ornaments, and at that 
present she loved a Jeivish man, whom every day she invited to 
be pnvate vnth her, and they passed the light hours eating and 
dnnking in company and he lay the night vnth her. The Wall 
feigned not to believe a word of this story, but he summoned the 
watchmen of the quarter one night and questioned them of this 
tittle-tattle. Quoth one of them, “ As for me, O my lord, I saw 
none save a Jew® enter the street in question one night; but I 
have not made certain to whom he went in ; and quoth the 
Chief, “ Keep thine eye on him from this time fonvard and note 
what place he entereth.” So the watchman went out and kept 
his eye on the Judsean. One day, as the Prefect sat in his house, 
the watchman came m to him and said, ‘‘ O my lord, in very 
sooth the Jew goeth to the house of Such-an-one.” Whereupon 
Al-Atwash sprang to his feet and went forth alone, talking mth 
him none save myself.* As he went along, he said to me, 


1 In Egypt, the former being the Eastern of the Seven Provinces ex¬ 
tending to the Pelusium branch, and the latter to the Canobic The •• Barari,’* 
or deserts, : c , grounds not \\atered by the Nile, he scattered between the two, 
and both are bounded South by the Kalubij ah Province and Middle Egypt 

2 J f, a man ready of wat and immediate of action, as opposed to his " 
name Al-At\vash=one notable for levity of mind 

3 The negative is emphatic. “ I certainly saw a Jew," etc 

4 The " Irish bull" is in the text, justified by—^ . 

They hand-in-hand, with w^andering steps and slow 
Through Eden took their solitary way 
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Irtdced, this girl is a fat piece of meat.**' And \%c ga\c not 
over going till we cnnic to the door of the houro and stood there 
until a h.mcUmaid came out, as if to buy them something wanted. 
We w'aitcd till slie opt'ncd the door,* wluncupon, wnthout question 
<^r anwer, we foiced our way into the house and nished in upon 
the gtrl, whom we found seated with the Jcwmu a saloon witli 
four datfcs, and coohing-pots and candles therein. When her 
eyes fell on the Wali, she knev/ him and rising to her feet, said, 
** Well come and welcome and fiir cheer! ]^y Allah, grc.it 
honour hath betidcd me by my lord's visit and indeed thou 
dignificst lU} dwelling." Ilercat she earned him up to the dais 
and, seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and 
gwe him to drink ; after winch she put ofl all that was upon her 
of raiment and ornaments and t}ing them up in a keichief, said 
to him, my lord, this is thy poition, all of U.” Then she 
turned to the Jew and said to him, ** Rtbc, thou also, and do c\en 
as I " : so he arose in haste ami went ontAcr) hardly crediting 
his delhcrancc.^ When tlic girl was assured of liis escape, she 
put out her hand to her clothes and jcw'ols and, taking them, saul 
to the Chief, ** O Emir, is the lequUal of kindness other than 
kindness ? Thou hast deigned to visit me and c.it of my bread 
and salt; so now aVise and depart from us without ill-doing; or 1 
w'dl give a single outcry% and all w’ho arc in the slieet will come 
fortli." So the Eimr went out from her, witiiout having gotten 
a single dirham; and on tins wise she delivered the Jew by the 
scemiincss of her straUigcm. The company admired this tale, 
and as for the Wall and Al-Malik abZaliir, they said, “Ever 
de\iscd any the like of this device?*' and they marvelled wnth 
the ullcrcst of marvel. Then arose a third constable and said, 
“Hear what bclidcd me, for it is yet stranger and rarer.** 


THE THIRD CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

I WAS one day abroad on business wnth certain of my comrades; 
and, as we walked along, behold we fell in wdlh a company of 

I we should say, ** There arc gootl pickings to be had out of this job ” 
Even m tlie last j,»cneratiou a Jew or a Chnsuan intnqiung with an Egyptian 
or S)nan MoskmaU would ]>c oficred tlie choice of dcatli or Al-Islam. 

a The Wali dared not break open the door because he was not sure of his 
game 

3 The Jew*^ rose seeming)) to fetch his valuables and ran away, thus 
leaving the Wall no proof that he had been there, as Moslem law, which 
demantis ocular testimony, rejects circumstantial evidence and ignores such 
partial wuncs'^es the policeman who accompanied his Chief This I ha\e 
before explained 

VOI, l\. 


T 




25S Supplemental Nights. 

^\omen, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest of 
them and the handsomest. When I saw her and she saw me, she 
lagged behind her companions and waited for me till I came up to 
her and bespake her. Quoth she, 0 my lord (Allah favour thee’) 
I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and I fancied that thou 
kne%vest me. An it be thus, let me learn more of thee.*’ Quoth 1 , 
** By Allah, I know' thee not, save that the Most High Lord hath 
cast the love of thee into my heart, and the goodliness of thy 
qualities hath confounded me , and that \vherewith the Almighty 
hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot wdth shafts hath captivated 
me.” And she rejoined, “ By Allah, indeed I feel the like of that 
wdiich thou feelest, ay, and c\ en more , so that nicseemeth I have 
knowm thee from childhood.” Then said I, “ A man cannot well 
effect all w hereof he hath need in the market-places.” She asked 
me, ‘‘ Hast thou a house ? ” and I ans\vered, “ No, by Allah, nor is 
this city my dwelling-place,” Rejoined she, **By Allah,,nor have 
I a place , but I will contnve for thee ” Then she w^ent on before 
me and I follow cd her till she came to a lodging-house^ and said to 
the Housekeeper, “Hast thou an empty room ^ ” The othei 
replied, “ Yes - ” * and my mistress said, “ Give us the ke3^*' So 
W'e took the key and going up to see the room, entered to inspect 
it; after wdneh she went out to the Housekeeper and gi\nng her a 
dirham, said to her, “ Take the donemroi the key® for the chamber 
pleaseth us, and here is another diiham for thy trouble. Go, fetch 
us a gugglet of wvater, so W'e may refresh ourselves and rest till 
Siesta-time pass and the heat decline, wdien the man will depart 
and bring our bag and baggage.” Therewith the Housekeeper 
rejoiced and brought us a mat, two gugglets of w^ater on a tray, a 
fan and a leather rug. We abode thus till the setting-in of mid- 
afternoon, wdicn she said, “Needs must I make the Ghusl-ablution 
ere I fare ” Said I, “ Get w'ater wdierewnth w^e may both wash, 
and drew forth from my pocket a score or so of dirhams, thinking 
to give them to her, but she cned, “ Refuge wnth Allah’” and 
brought out of her pocket a handful of sih^er, saying, “ But for 
destiny and that the Almighty hath caused the love of thee fall 
into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened.” 


1 Arab “ Raba*,*’ht =spnng-quarters See Marba*, vol 11 night c\lii 

2 Arab "Ni'am,” an evception to the Abbe Sicard’s rule **La consonne 
X est I’expression naturelle du doute chez toutes les nations, par ce que le son 
que rend la touche nasale, quand I’homme incertain examine s’ll fera cequ on 
uii demande , ainsi ne ox, ne ot, xe ec, ne il, d'ou I'on’a fait iwntiiot.ncCtntl 

3 hor this '* Halawat al-Miftdh,’* or s\\eetmeat of the key-money, the 
rrench denici « Dicu^ Old English ** God’s penn\,*' see vol v. night deexx, and 
Pilgrimage. 1 62 
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Ouoth I, Accept this in mpnt.il of that ^^hich thou lubl bpent*'; 
:iud quoih bhc, “ O luy lord^ l)3''-and-hy, Avhenns mating is prolonged 
Ik tween us, thuu wilt see if the like of melooheth unto money and 
moans or no/* Then the lid) took ajar of water and 
the lavator\% made the Ghu'^l-ablntion' and picsenily coming forth, 
prayed the mid-afternoon prayer and ciavod p.udon of Allah 
Almighty for the mh into which she had fallen, Now^ I had asked 
her name and ^he answered, “ Ka^hunah,’ '* and dc'^cnbocl to me 
her dwelling-place. When I s:i\v' her make the ablution, I said 
w'lthm nn^eU, *'This woman dath on this wasc, and shall 1 not 
do the like of her doing’ ** Then quoth I to her, ** Peradventure^ 
thou wait seek us another jar of w,itcr?** Accordingly she W'ent 
out to the Housekeeper and said to her, “ O my sister, lake this 
Xusf and fetch us for it water wdieicwiih we may wash the flags.*’* 
So the llovir'.keepcr hrouglU two jars of water, and 1 took one of 
them and, giMiig her inv clothes, cnltied the lav,alory and bathed. 
When I had made an end of bathing, I ciicd out, s i^mg, IJarkye, 
n\y lady Rayh.inah!" However, none answered me. So I went 
out and found her not; but 1 did find that she had taken 
ekahes and all that was in them of silver, to wii, four hundred 
dirhams. She hid also earned off my turband and my kcichief, 
and 1 lacked the wherewithal to \cil my sh.unc; so I sufiered 
somewhat than wdnch death is less gne\ous, and bode looking 
about the place, hoping.that liaply I might espy a rag wheiewuth to 
hide my nakedness. Then 1 sal a little and ])rcsently going up to 
the door, smote upon it; whereat up came the Hcni‘=ckccpcr and I 
^aid to her, “ O my si‘-ter, what liaih .Mlah done with the woman 
who was heie ? ** She replied, The ladv came dowm just now and 
—Pin going to co\er the bo\s with the clothes, adding, and I 
have left him sleeping; an he av ake, tell him not to stir till the 
clulhcs come to him.” Then cried I, O my sister, secrets are 
safe wuth the fair-dealing and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman 
is not my wife, nor ever in my life have 1 seen hci before this day!” 
And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged of her to cover 
me, infonning her that my wdiolc person wms clean unconcealed. 
She laughed and cried out to the w'omcn of the lodging-house, 
sajxng, Ho, ITitinudH Ho, Khadijahl Ho, Hadfah! llo, 


1 For Us rules and right jK-rfornnnee sec vol iv mght ccccxi 

2 I f , the ** Basil (issa)/' mostb a servile name, see vol i piqe 17. 

3 Anb *' I^‘.illa/’ u‘^cd io express the hope or expectation of some event 
p:)s ible occurrence, thus distinguished from "Layta**—Would heaven! 

min.im ' O si! etc—expressing desire or volition 

I Anib “ Bal.U,’* in Cairo the Hat slabs of limestone and sandstone 
brought from thclurah(juarncs,which supplied stone for theJizahPyramids 

T 2 
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Saninah I ** Whereupon all those who were in the place of 
women and neighbours flocked to me, and fell a-mocking me and 
saying, “ O pnnp,^ what hadst thou to do with gallantry ?” Then 
one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another 
said, “ By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the 
time she said she liked thee and was in love with thee ^ What is 
there m thee to love ? A third said, This is an old man vath- 
out wisdom” , and all vied one with other in exercising their wits 
upon me, I suftenng mighty sore chagrin. However, one of the 
women took compassion on me after a wdiile, and brought me a rag 
of thm stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my shame, 
and no more, and abode awhile thus, then said I in myself, “ The 
husbands of these women wnll presently gather together upon me 
and I shall be disgraced.” So I vent out by another door of the 
lodging-house, and'young and old crowded about me, running after 
me and crying, “A madman 1 A madman"' ” till I came to my 
house and knocked at the door, v hereupon out came my wife and 
seeing me naked, tall, bare of head, cried out and ran in again, 
saying, “ This is a maniac, a Satan ' ” But, when my family and 
spouse knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, “ What aileth thee ? ” 

I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and 
had been lilce to slay me; and when I assured them that the 
rogues would have slaughtered me, they praised Allah Almighty 
and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft this woman 
practised upon me, and I pretending to cleverness and wihness. 
Those present marvelled at this story and at the doings of 
women, then came forward a fourth constable and said, ‘‘Now 
that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet stranger 
than this; and ’twas after the following fashion.” 


THE FOURTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY, 

We were sleeping one night on the terrace-roof, when a woman 
made her way through the darkness into the house and, gathering 
mto a bundle all that was therein, took it up that she might go 
away with it. Now she was big with child and nigh upon her 


1 Arab ‘’Yd Mu’arras *'* here=0 fool and disreputable* see vol i night 

wxui ^ 

2 These unfortunates in hot chmates enjoy nothing so much as throning 

♦ ^ which bum their feverish skins * see Pilgrimage, in 3S5 Hence 

tne boys of Eastern cities, who are perfect imps and flibbertigibbets, ahvajs 
raise the cry *' IMajniin ” when thej see a man naked whose sanctity does not 
account for his nudity 
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time of tlclurry; when she p.ickcd up the bundle and prepared 
to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the oonnn^ of 
the lal)our<p mgs and bare a child in the dark. Then she sought 
for the hre-sticks and. when they burned, kindled the lamp and 
went lound about the house with the little one, and it was 
weeping. The W’ail awoke us, as we lay on the roof, and W'c 
marvelled. So w*o n^se to see what was to do, and looking dowm 
through the opening of the saloon,' saw .1 woman, who hid lit 
the lamp, and heard the little one ciying. As we were pceiing, 
she heard our words and raising her head to us, siul, “Are ye 
not ashamed to deal thus with us and hire our shame ^ Wist 
ye not that the day bclongcth to you and the mght to us? 
Jk‘goiie from us 1 By Allah, were it not that }c ha\o been nn 
neighbours these many yens, I would assuiedh^ bring down 
the hou^e upon \Vc doubted not but that she was of 

the Jinn and drt.w back our heads; but, wdien we rose on the 
morrow% we found that she hid taken all that wms with us and 
made off with it*; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and 
had practised on us a dc\ice, such as was never before praclisul; 
and we repented, whenas repentance availed us naught. The 
company, hearing this tale, marvelled th(*reat with the utmost 
marvelling. Tiitn the fifth constable, who wms the licuttnant 
of the bench,* came forward and said, “Tins is no wonder and 
there I'efell me a stor}* which is rarer and stianger than this,” 


THE FIFTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY, 

As I sal one day at the door of the Prefecture, behold, a wmman 
suddenly entcied and as though consulting me “ O mv 


1 Aral) “ Daur nl Ka’.ah tlic rouiui ojKauny: iiM'it iii U.i lor 

and \l uilaoon 

’ Arab •’t^a Tnkh‘’!f.mna” with the i mphatic tcrminaiion called h\ 
f^rarem inarei Neu aVtaiVid”—the s ot uduncUon Here U is ihcrcihiph* 
cand fo^m the Nun al-S tkihh nr hca\) % The addition of lA (not)f 
** IJi varrabanna “ ““ let him ccrtainK not strike, answer. to the intensive or 
corrolkiraiivc nt.ntivc of tlv* C>u cJlccttd b> two negations or even morv 
In Arab c, as m KvUn and Hmih-ih, tv^o neiraUvcs make an ahirnntive 

3 Hartuntion and dct^ith in warm chmaii'^ cspceiaUv the datnp-liot Ide 
nevpt, are tos, compared v ith Iwth processes in the temp-rates nf Hiirop. 
Tht‘1 IS noticed bv c\cr> traveller I It nee probably Kasterns have never 
‘tudied the artificial nuthatiasia v Inch is now appearnn: m liicrntuie 
See p 113, “Mv Path to Atheism.” b> Annie no»<\nt London rreethoucht 
Publishing Company, eS StontciUter Street, PC. 1B77. based upon the 
UtopH of the Inqhlv rcli^Mous 1 liomas Moore Abo “ Ps^^av on Puthanasia,*' 
b> P V Wblhams, Jim , and Mr Tolltmache m the '* Nineteenth Centurj ” 

4 1 f . he V lio^c turn it is to sit on the IkhUi outside the jyjhce-ofiice in 
readiness for emergencies 
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lord, I am the %Yife of Siich-an-one the Leach, and with him is 
a company of the notables' of the city, dnhking fermented drinks 
in such a place.” When I heard this, I misliked to make a 
scandal; so I bluffed her off and sent her away unsatisfied. 
Then I rose and ^\alked aione to the place in question, and sat 
wnthout till the door opened, A\hen I rushed in and entering, 
found the company even as the woman aforesaid had set out 
and she herself "ndth them. I saluted them and they returned 
my salam and rising, treated me vnth. honour and seated me and 
sensed me with meat. Then I informed them how one had 
denounced them to me, but I had driven him away and had 
come to them by myself; so they thanked me and praising me 
for my kindness, brought out to me from among them two 
thousand dirhams,^ and I took them and went away. Now two 
months after this adventure, there came to me one of the Kazi’s 
officers, with a paper, wherein was the judge’s unt, summoning 
me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went into the 
Kazi, whereupon the plaintiff, he who had taken out the sum¬ 
mons, sued me for two thousand dirhams, declarmg I had 
borrowed them of him as the agent or guardian of the woman. 
I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for that 
sum, attested by four of those who were in company on the 
occasion, and they were present and bore witness to the loan. 
I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, sweanng 
that I would never again follow a woman's counsel Is not this 
marvellous ^ The compan}^ admired the goodliness of his tale, 
and it pleased Al-'Mahk al-Zahir; and the Wall said, ‘‘By 
Allah, this is a strange story * ” Then came forward the sixth 
constable and said to those present, “ Hear my adventure and 
that which befell me, to uut, that which befell Such-an-one the 
Assessor, for kis rarer than this and finer.” 


THE SIXTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A CERTAIN Assessor one day of the days w^as taken wathawoman, 
and much people assembled before his house, and the Lieutenant 
of police and his posse came to him and rapped at the door. The 
Assessor peered from house-top and seeing the folk, said, “ What 


1 Arab '* ’Udul" (plur of ’Adil), gen men of good repute, qualified as 
^\^tne'5ses in the law-court, see \ol lu night ccc\hu It is also used (as 
below) for the Kari's Assessors 

2 About 
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do ye %\*ani ? Replied they, “ Spc.ik with the Lieutenant of 
police, Such-an-onc/’ So he came down, and as he opened the 
door they cried to him, ** Drinj; forth the woman who is*with thee.” 
** Arc }c not ashamed ? How* shall I bring forth my wife ? *’ ‘‘ Is 
she thy wife by baolc’^ or wnlhout in iriingc-hncs? ’* “ She is iny 
W'lfc accoiding to the 35 oolc of Allah and the Institutes of His 
Apo*^lIe/‘ ‘‘Where is the contract?” “Her linos arc in her 
mother's house.” “Arise thou and come down and show us the 
wnt.” “Go from hei w*ay, so she may come forth.” Now*, as 
*oon as he got w’lnd of the matter, he had written the bond and 
fashioned it after the fashion of his w*ifo,^ to suit with the ease, 
and he had w'ntlen therein the names of certain of his friends to 
sene as witnesses, and forgcdlhc sii^natuies of the drawer and the 
w'lfe’s nc\t friend, and made it acontiact of maniage wdtii Ins wafe 
and a legal dccd.^ Accordingly, when the woman was about to 
go out from him, he gave her the contiacl he had forged, and the 
Emir sent with her a servant of his, to cam* her home to hei 
father. So the servant went watli her and when she wms inside, 
she said to him, “ 1 will not return to the citatum of the Emir; but 
let the A*^scs«^ors pie*:cnt themselves and take my contract.” 
Hereupon the servant canied this message to the Lieutenant of 
police, who was standing at the Assessor's door, and he said, 
“This is permissible.” Then said the Assessor to the sonant, 
“ Fare, O eunuch, and fetch us Such-an-onc the Notary ”, for that 
he was his friend, and *tvvas he whose name he had foigod as the 
drawor-up of the contiact.* Sotlic Lieutenant sent after him and 
fetched him to the Assessor, who, w'hen he saw him, said to him, 
“ Get thee to Such-an-onc, her wdth whom thou marnedst me, and 
cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee,^demand of her the 
contract and take it from her and bring it to us.” And he signed 
to him, as much as to say, “ Lear me out in the He and screen me, 
for that she is a strange woman and Ham in fear of the Lieu* 
tenant who standeth at the door; and we beseech Allah Almighty 
to screen us and you from the w*oes of tins woild. Amen.” So 

1 Arab *'KitAh *'-book, urittcn bond This ofliciotisncs3 of the 

nci^hbour^ is rhoroiuOd} b} ^^osKm custom, and t)ic same scene 

\sould take place in this our day Jake the Hindu's, but in a minor decree, 
ihc Moslem's luighbvours form a volunteer police svhich oversees his ever> 
action In the ease of the Hindu this is icqutred b> the CMgcncies of caste 

2 //,*, ’vnum(. The contract of A with 13 , dauj^htcr of Such-an-onc, etc 

3 Arab ** Hujjat," which mav also me m an excuse 

IJic last clause is sup])hcd b^ Mr Payne to slop a gap in the broken 

text 

5 Ihc text idioUcall) sajs, “To the King " 

0 In the text “ KahniP’tswc, for I; a common vulgarism in Eg}pt and 
S> ria 
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the Notary v^’ent up to the Lieutenant, who was among the 
witnesses, and said, “ 'Tis ivelh Is she not Such-an-one whose 
marriage-contract we drew up m such a place ? Then lie betook 
himself to the woman’s house and cned out upon her; rvhereat 
she brought him the forged contract and he took it and returned 
with it to the Lieutenant of police.^ When the officer had taken 
cognizance of the document and professed himself satisfied, the 
Assessor said to the Notar}% *‘Go to our lord and master, the 
Kazi of the Kazis, and acquaint him wnth that W'hich befalleth his 
Assessors.” The Notarj^ rose to go, but the Lieutenant feared for 
himself and was urgent in beseeching the Assessor and in kissing his 
hands till be forgave him ; whereupon the Lieutenant went away 
in the utmost concern and affnght. On such wise the Assessor 
ordered the case and earned out the forger}^ and feigned marriage 
with the woman; and thus escaped calumny and calamity by the 
seemhness of his stratagem.’^ The folk marvelled at this with the 
aittermost mangel and the seventh constable said *—^There befell 
me in Alexandria the God-guarded a w’ondrous thing, and ’tivas 
this.® 


THE SEVENTH CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

There came one day an old woman to the stuff-bazar, with 
a casket of mighty fine W'orknianship, containing trinkets, and 
she W’^as accompanied by a young baggage big wuth child The 
crone sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know 
that the girl 'svas pregnant by the Prefect^ of Police of the city, 
took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars 
and deposited wnth him the casket as security. She opened the 
casket and showed him that W’hich was therein and he found it full 
of trinkets of price; so he trusted her with the goods and she 
fareivelled him, and carrying the stuffs to the giil who w^as ivith 
her, ivent her way. Then the old w*oman was absent from him 
a great while, and ivhen her absence was prolonged, the drapei 


I This clause has required extensive trimming, the text making the 
h^ the contract (which ’uos already ^^ritten) in the uoman's 

a Arab “Husn tadblr” =s:ht **beauty of his contrivance*' Husn, hke 
fcaAo?, pulcher* beau and bello, is applied to moral and intellectual qualities 
as^vrfl as to physical and material Hence the A.aAo vepeur, or old gentleman, 
which m Romaic becomes Calogero, a monk 

^ some one told me the follo\\uig tale 

4 Arab '* Miitaualh see\ol \ night \\v 
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(]cspaiic‘il of her. so he \\cnt tip to the Prefect's house and asked 
anent the \\oman of his household v.ho had taken his stufTb on 
credit; but could obtain no tidings of her ncjr happen on ain 
trace of her. Then he brought out tiic cnslcet of jewellery and 
showed It to experts, who told him that the tnnkets were gilt 
and that their woUh was but an hundred dirhams. \Vhen he 
hcaid this, he was sore concerned thereat .uni presenting himself 
before the Deputy of the Sultan made Ins complaint to him. 
whereupon the ofiicial Icnew that a sleight had been scr\ccl upon 
him, and tliat the sons of AdanP had co/cned Inm and conqueted 
him and cribbed his slufls Xow’ the magistrate in question 
WMS a man of experience and judgment, well xeiserl in affairs, 
so he said to the draper, ‘*Rorno\e '-nmcw'hat from thy shop, 
including the casket, and to-morrow mf^rmng break the lock 
and cry out and come to me and complain that they ha\c 
plundered all tliy shop.^ Also mind thou c^ill upon Allah for 
aid, and wad aloud and acquaint the people,^so Ih.it a world of 
folk may flock to thee and sight the breach of the lock and that 
which is missing from thy shop; and on this wise display it to 
every one who presenteth himself that the news may be noised 
abroad, and tell them that thy chief conceni is for a casket of 
great value, deposited with thee by a great man of tlie town, 
and that thou standout in fear of him. Ihit be thou not afraid, 
and still sa> ever and anon in th}* saving:—My casket was the 
casket of Such-an-one, and 1 fear him and dare not bespeak 
him; but you, O company and all >0 who aic present, 1 cmII 
you to witness of tins for me. And if there be with thee more 
than tins s.i)ing, s:iy it; and the old woman will assuredly 
come to thee/' The draper answeicd with “To hear is to 
obc\/ and going foUh from the Dcjnity's presence, betook 
hiinseif to hLs shop and brought out thence the casket and a 
somewhat making a great display, winch he remo\ed to Ins 
house. At break of day he aro^^e and going to Ins shop, broke 
the lock and shouted and shrieked and called on Allah for aid, 
nil each and every' of the folic assembled about liim, and all 
w'ho were in tlie city were present, whereupon he cried out to 
them, saying even as the Prefect had bidden him; and this 
W'as bruited abroad. Then he made for the Prefecture, and 
presenting himself befoic the Chief of Police, cried out and 
complained, and made a show' of distraction. After three da}s 


Ilf, his Moiilem neighbour? 

2 In the tc\t IS a fearful confusion of genders 
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the old woman came to him and bringing him the thousand 
dinars, the pace of the stuffs, demanded the casket.^ When he 
saw her, he seized her and earned her to the Prefect of the 
city, and when she came before the Kazi, he said to her, “Woe 
to thee O Sataness^ did not thy first deed suffice thee, but 
thou must come a second time? ” She rephed, “ I am of those 
who seek their salvation- in the cities, and we foregather every 
month; and yesterday we foregathered " He asked her, “Canst 
thou cause me to catch them?” and she answered, “Yes, but, 
an "thou wait till to-morrow, they ^\all have dispersed; so I will 
deliver them to thee to-night.” The Emir said to her, “Go”; 
and said she, “ Send Avith me one who shall go with me to them 
and obey me in what so I shall say to him, and all that I bid 
him he shall not gainsay and therein conform to my way.” 
Accordingly, he gave her a company of men, and she took 
them, and bnnging them to a certain door, sfiid to them, “ Stand 
ye here, at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, seize him; 
and I will come out to ^ou last of alL” “ Hearing and obeying,” 
answered they, and stood at the door whilst the crone went in. 
They waited a whole hour, even as the Sultan’s deputy had 
bidden them, but none came out to them, and their standing 
waxed longsome, and when they 'were weary of waiting, they 
^\ent up to the door and smote upon it a hea^^ blow and a 
violent, so that they came nigh to break the wooden bolt. 
Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but 
found naught; so he returned to his comrades and said to them, 
“ This is the door of a dark passage, leading to such a thorough¬ 
fare; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went 
away.®” When they heard his words, they returned to the 
Emir and acquainted him with the case, '^vhereby he knew that 
the old woman was a cunning craft-mistress, and that she had 
mocked at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them 
to save herself. Witness, then, the wiles of this woman and 
that which she contrived of guile, for all her lack of foresight 
in presenting herself a second time to the diaper and not sus¬ 
pecting that his conduct was but a sleight; yet, when she found 


1 Her object was to sue him for the loss of the pledge, and to demand 
fabulous damages 

2 Arab '• Ya'tamiduna huda-hum*’=purpose the right direction, a skit 
at the devotees of her age and sex. ana an impudent comment upon the 
Prefect’s address, '* O she-de\ul * ” 

3 The tnek has often been plajed m modern times at fairs, sho\\s, etc 
Witness the old Joe Miller of the “ Mo\ mg Multitude ” 



The Cor,iti.ihlCs Jfntoiy ^^>7 

iK-rsolf hnni upon CAlaniity, ^hc s(raii:;ht\vay dexised a dexicc for 
hex ilvVw crunco. When the coinpany heard the sex enlh constable's 
slor 3 % they xxcrc moved to nnrih i^alorc* than which naught 
could be more ; and AbMahk abZahu Ihbars rejoiced in that 
xxhieli he hcatd and said, “ Verdy, there betide things in this 
v.orld XX herefrom kings arc shut out by reason of their exalted 
degree r Then came forwird another person from amongst the 
company and •* 'I'hea? hath rc'ichcd me through one of my 
friends a simil xr stor} bearing on the malice of xx'omcn and their 
xxiles, and it is more xxondroiis and marvellous, more dixerting 
md more delectable, lluin all tliat hath been told to you." Quoth 
the company there present, Ti 11 ns thy talc and expound it unto 
us, so XX 0 may see that which U hath of extraordinaiy." And he 
began to re! Uc 


THli: EIGHTH CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

Yr must knoxx that a company, amongst xxhom was a friend of 
mine, once united me loan entertainment; so I xxent xxith him, 
and XX hen xxc came into his house and sat doxxm on his couch, he 
said to me, This i$ a blcs'.ed day and a day of gladness, and 
XXho is he that hxetli to see the like of thus day ? I desire that 
thou practise xvitli ns and distpproxc not our proceedings, for 
Ihnt thou hast been accustomed to fall in xxith those xxho ofTci 
this.^" I consented thereto and their talk happened upon the 
like of this subject.^ Presently, my friciui, xxho had invited me, 
arose from among them and said to them, “ Listen to me and 
I xxill acquaint you xxith an adventme xxlnch happened to me. 
There xx^as a certain person xvho used to Mbit mo in my shop, 
and I knew him not nor he knexv me, nor ever in his life 
bad he seen me; but he xxas xxont, \x*hcnc\cr he xxxanted a 
oirnam or txxvg by xxay of loan, to come to me and ask me, 
u/thout acquaintance or introdurlion belxxecn me and him, and 
1 would gix’c him xxhat lie required. I told none of him, and 
matteis abode thus between us a long while till he began 
a-borroxxdng at a time ten or txxenty dirhams, more or Ic^s. 
One day, as I stood in my shop, behold, a xxoman suddenly came 
up to me and stopped before me ; and she was a presence as she 


1 Appircntly meaning the forbulden pleasures of wine and wassail, loo^^c 
talk and i.alcs of women’s wiles, a faxoiinte subject with the lewder sort of 
Moslem 

2 t <, women’s tncl s 
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were the full moon rising from among the constellations, and the 
place was a-hght by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes 
on her and stared in her face; and she fell to bespeaking me with 
soft voice. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her 
speech, I lusted after her; and as soon as she saw that I longed for 
her, she did her errand and, promising me an assignation, went 
away, leaving my thoughts occupied with her and fire a-flame in 
my heart. Accordingly I abode, perplexed and pondering my 
affair, the fire still burning in my heart, till the third day, when 
she came again and I could hardly credit her coming. When I 
saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and 
craved her favour with speech and invited her to my house; but, 
hearing all this, she only answered, ** I will not go up into any 
one’s house.” Quoth I, “ I will go with thee,” and quoth she, 
** Arise and come with me.” So I rose and putting into my sleeve 
a kerchief, wherein was a fair sum of silver and a considerable, 
followed the woman, who forewent me and ceased not walking till 
she brought me to a lane and to a door, which she bade me unlock. 
I refused and she opened it and led me into the vestibule As 
soon as I had entered, she bolted the entrance door from within 
and said to me, “ Sit here till I go in to the slave-girls and cause 
them enter a place whence they shall not see me.” ** ’Tis well,” 
answered I, and sat down • whereupon she entered and was absent 
from me an eye-twinkling, after which she returned to me, without 
a veil, and straightway said, “Arise and enter in the name of 
Allah ” So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over 
going till we reached a saloon When I examined the place, I 
found it neither handsome nor pleasant, but desolate and dreadful, 
without symmetry or cleanliness; indeed, it was loathsome to look 
upon and there was in it a foul smell. After this inspection I 
seated myself amiddlemost the saloon, misdoubting; and lo and 
behold • as I sat, there came down on me from the dais a body of 
seven naked men, without other clothing than leathern belts about 
their waists. One of them walked up to me and took my turband, 
whilst another seized my kerchief that was in my sleeve, with my 
money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a 
fourth came and bound my hands behind my back with his belt. 
Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me 
down, fell a-hahng me towards a smk-hole that was there, and 
were about to cut my throat, when suddenly there came a violent 
knocking at the door As they heard the raps they were afraid, 
and their minds ere diverted from me by affright, so the woman 
went out and presently returning, said to them, “ Fear not, no 
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harm ishall bctuie you this day. Tis only }our comrade who 
hath brought you your dinner.’' With this the new-comei 
entered, bunging with liiin a roasted lamb; and when he came 
in to them, he ashed, /'What is to do with \ou that ye have 
tuched up sleeves and bag-lrouscrs ? ” Kephed tliey, “ 'J'lils js a 
head of g%imo wehe caught,” As he heard these words, be came 
up to me, tind peenng in my face, cried out and said, " By Allah, 
thK IS my hiotlier, (he son of my mother and father? A??ah f 
AUaii! ” Tlicn he loosed me from my pimon-bonds and bussed 
my hCvid, and behold it was my friend wlio used to borrovr silver 
of me. When I Ki'^sed his head, he kissed mine and said, O 
my brother, be not aflVighted ”; and he called for my clothes 
and com and restored all to me nor was auglU missing. Also, 
he brought me a poicclain bowd full of sherbet of sugar, wdth 
lemons therein, and gave me to dunk; and the company came 
and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to 
me, “ O my loul and my brother, now* have bread and salt pas^^ed 
between us, and thou hast discovered our secret and our case; 
but secrets with the noble arc safe.” I replied, As I am a 
law’fully-bcgotten child and a w’cll-born, I wall not name aught 
of this nor denounce you I ” They assured themselves of me by 
an oath, then they brought me out and I w’cnt my way, very 
hardly crediting but that I was of the dead. I lay ill in m}' house 
a w’holc month; after wdiich I w’ciU to the Hatnmam and coming 
out, opened my shop and set selling and buying as was my w^ont, 
but saw’ no more of that man or of that w’oman till, one day, 
there slopped before my shop a young Turkoman,^ as he were llie 
full moon , and he v;as a sheep-mviclsint, and had with him a 
leathern bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep he had sold, 
lie was followed by the w’oman, and when he stopped over 
against my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and 
indeed he inclined to her w’ith great inclination. As for me, I 
WMS dying of solicitude for him and began casting furtive 
glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round 
and saw' me signing to him; wdiercupon the w’oman ga/cd at me 
and made a signal W'ith her hand and w’cnt awsiy. Tiie Tiuko- 
mau followed her, and I deemed him dead without a doubt; 
wherefore 1 foiircd wnth cvcceding fear and shut my shop. 
Then I joiuneyed for a year’s space .ind returning, opened 
my shop; w’hcrcupon, behold, the w’oman as she walked by 
came up to me and said, This is none other than a great 


1 Thti ” Turkoman ” m the text first comes m afterwards 
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absence.’* I replied, I have been on a journey ”; and she 
asked, “ Why didst thou wink at the Turkoman I answered, 
“ Allah forfend^ I did not wink at him.” Quoth she, “Beware 
lest thou thwart me”; and went away. Awhile after this a 
familiar of mine in^ted me to his house, and when I aime to him 
we ate and drank and chatted. Then he asked me, “O my 
friend, hath there befallen thee aught of sore trouble in the length 
of thy life^” Answered I, “Tell me first, hath there befallen 
thee aught ^ ” He rejoined —Know that one day I espied a fair 
^\oman, so I followed her and sued her to come home with me. 
Quoth she, I mil not enter any one’s house but my own ; so come 
thou to my home, an thou will, and be it on such a day. 
Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger^ came to me, 
proposing to carry me to her; and when he announced his purpose 
I arose and went with him, till we arnved at a goodly house and 
a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he 
bolted it behind me and would have gone in; but I feared mth 
exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he 
would have had me enter, bolted it and cried out at him, saying, 
“ By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will slay thee-; for I am 
none of those whom thou canst readily cozen > ” “ What deemest 
thou of cozening ^ ” “ Venly, I am startled by the loneliness of 

the house and the lack of any keeper at its door; for I see none 
appear.” “ O m}^ lord, this is a private door.” “ Private or 
public, open to me.” So he opened to me and I went out and 
had gone but a little way from the door when I met a woman, 
who said to me, “A long life was fore-ordained to thee, else 
hadst thou never come forth of yonder house ” I asked, “ How 
so ^ ” and she answered, “ Enquire of thy friend Such-an-one ” 
(naming thee), “ and he will acquaint thee with strange things.” 
So, Allah upon thee, O my fnend, tell me what befell thee of 
wondrous and marvellous, for I have told thee what befell me.” 
“ O my brother, I am bound by a solemn oath,” “ O my friend, 
false thine oath and tell me.^ ” “ Indeed, I dread the issue of 

this.” But he urged me till I told him all, whereat he mar\’’elled. 
Then I went away from him and abode a long while, wthout 


1 Arab "Kasid,” the old Anglo-Indian ‘‘Cossid**. see vol vi night 
dccKvi 

2 Being a merchant he ^\ore dagger and sword, a safe practice as it deters 
attack, and far better than carr} mg hidden w eapons, demngers and revolvers 
which, ongmating m the United States, have now been adopted by the most 
od\ ilised nations in Europe 

3 I have noted (vol 11 night Iwv , 111 night Ccciv) the easy expiation of 
perjur} amongst Moslems, an ugly blot in their ^noral code 
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further jitwi'* da>, I met another of my fncnch \Kho ^nul to 
mo, **A neij^hhour of mine Inilh iiuitod me to hear Mutteis,'* 
hut I i-aid :—uill not foiecMtlur uith any one.** Ho\tc\cr, he 
prc\ailed upon me; rtpaired to the place and found there 

a person, who came to meet us and said, ** Ihsmiihid !” Then he 
pulled out a Ivey and opened tlie duor, wliercupon entered and 
he locked the door after u<;. Quoth 1, are the first of the 
folk; but where be the singers* voices ?'' Hu rv^plrcd, Thc> ic 
within the hcni^c: this is but a pn\ate door; so he not amazed at 
the absence of the folk,'* My fnend said to me, “ Behold, we arc 
two, «and what can lhc\ dare to do with us?^’ Then he brought 
us into the house, and when we entered the s,\loon we found it 
dcsohlc exceedingly and dreadful of aspect. Quoth my friend, 
“We aie fallen into a trap, but there is no Majesty and there L 
no flight sa\c in Allah, the Glorious, the Grc,it ^ And quoth I, 
“ ^^ay God never rerpnte thee for me with cood^ " 1 hen we sat 

clov n on the edge of the dais, and suddenly I e^pi^’d a closet 
beside me; so I peered into it and my friend a^ked me, “ What 
thou?’* I answered, “I see thcic wealth in store and 
coqises of murdcrc d me n galore. Look." So he looke^d and cried, 
“ By Allah, we arc down among the dead ^ ” and we fell a-weepmg, 
1 and he. As v.c were thus, behold, four men cune in upon us, by 
the door at which we had entered, and they wetc naked, wearing 
only leathern bolts alivUit their w.usts, and made for my fnend. lie 
iui at them, and dealing one of them a blow with his sword- 
pommel, knocked him down, whereupon llui other three rushed 
upon him. 1 M'k.cd the opporlunitv to escape while the} were 
occupied with him, and csp\ing a door by m> side, slipped into it 
and found myself in an undeigiound room, without issue, even a 
wandowc So 1 made sure of death, and said, “ Thcic is no Majesty 
and thcic is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, tlic Great 
Then I looked at the top of the vault and saw in it a lange of 
gla/cd ard coloured lunettes*; so I clambered up for dear life, till 
1 leached the lunettes, and I out of my wits for fcai. I made 


1 ; f , cau r m the name of .VlKh 

2 Anib “Saff Kamaujat mm ahXujaj." TJic Kamarijahis dcruedb) 
I.anc (IntrOvl ME) from Kamar»-moon; by Baron Von Hammer from 
Khumjiravavh, second of the Banu-Tiilun dynastj, at the end of the ninth 
<.cntur> All. when btained jjiass was introduced into Bg\pt XB—It 
inu‘l date from many centimes before The Kamaiijah art coloured glass 
windows about z hcl high b\ iS inches wide, placed in a row along the upper 
jnrt of the Mashrabhah or projecting laUice-wmdow, and are formed of small 
panes of bnghtl)-slamcd glass ‘et m nms of gjp.um-plastci.thf whole framed 
in vood Here (he allusion is to the ** Manual " or dome sliapcd sK) light 
crowning the room Sccvolv night Ictcvwv. 
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shift to remo^^e the glass and scrambling out through the setting, 
found behind them a wall which I bestrode. Thence I saw folk 
walkuigin the street; so I cast myself do\\n to the ground and 
Allah Almighty preserved me, and when I reached the face of 
earth, unhurt, the folk flocked round me, and I acquainted them 
with my adventure. Now as Destiny decreed, the Chief of 
Police was passing through the market-street, so the people 
told him what was to do and he made for the door and bade 
laise It off its hinges. We entered with a rush and found the 
thieves, as they had thrown my friend down and cut his throat; 
for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, ‘‘Whitlier 
shall yonder fellow v end ^ Venly, he is in our grasp.” So the 
Wah hent them with the hand^ and questioned them of their 
case, and they confessed against the woman and against their 
associates in Cairo. Then he took them and "went forth, after 
he had locked up the house and^ sealed it; and I accompanied 
him till he came without the first house. He found the door 
bolted from witdiin; so he bade raise it and we entered and 
found another door. This also he caused pull up, enjoining his 
men to silence till the doors should be hfted, and we entered and 
found the band occupied \nth neu game, whom the woman had 
just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut. The 
Chief released the man and gave him back whatso the thieves 
had taken from him, and he laid hands on the woman and 
the rest and took forth of the house a mint of money, with 
which they found the purse of the Turkoman sheep-merchant. 
They at once nailed up the thieves against the house-wall, whilst, 
as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her mantillas and 
nailing her to a board, set her upon a camel and ivent round about 
the town with her Thus Allah razed their dwelling-places and 
did away from me that which I feared from them All this befell, 
whilst I looked on, and I saw not my fnend who had saved me 
from them the first time, whereat I wondered to the utterest of 
wonderment. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, 
and indeed he had renounced the ivorld and donned a Falar’s 
dress; and he saluted me and w^ent away.^ Then he again began 
to pay me frequent visits, and I entered into conversation wuth him 
and questioned him of the band and how’^ he came to escape, he 
alone of them all. He replied, I left them from the day on 
ivhich Allah the Most High delivered thee from them, for that 

I : f , easily arrested them 

Gil reader will not forget the half-penitent Captain of Bandits m 
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they would not obey my say; so 1 swarc I would no longer con¬ 
sort with them/* Quoth I, Allah, I man el at Ihcc, for that 
assuredly thou was! the cause of my presentation ^ ** Quoth he, 
*<Thc uoild 3S full of this sort, and we beseech the Almighty to 
send us safety, for that these wretches practise upon men with 
c\ery kind of malpractice/* Then said I to him, ^'Tcll me the 
rarest adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast 
wont to work/* And be answered, ‘'O my brother, I was not 
present when they did such deeds, for that my part wdlh them 
w\as to concern my*idf with selling and bu}ing and feeding them; 
but it hath reached me that the rarest thing wdiich befell them 
w*as on tins wi^^e/* 


THE TH1EF*S TALE. 

The w'oman who acted decoy for them and trapped their game, 
and used to inveigle damrels from marriage-banquets, once 
caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she 
had a wedding in her owui house, and fixed for her a day when 
she should come to her. As soon as the appointed time arrived, 
the woman presented her^'Clf and the other carried her into the 
hou’^c by a door, declaring that it was a private wdeket. When 
site enicrad the saloon, she saw men and braves^ and knew that 
she had iallen into a snare; so she looked at them and said, 
“ Hark>c, my fine fellows-! I am a w’oman and in my slaughter 
there is no glor), nor have ye against me any feud of blood- 
wite wherefor ye should piusue me; and that which is upon me 
of raiment and ornaments ye arc free to take as law’ful loot/’ 
Quoth they, “ We fear ihy denunciation ”; but quoth she, 
“I wull alwdc with you, neither coming in nor going out/’ So 
they laid, We grant thee thy life/’ Then the Captain looked on 
her and she plca^^cd him; so he took her for himself, and she 
abode with him a whole year doing her very^ best in their service, 
till they became familiar with her and felt assured of her faith. 
One night of the nights she plied them with drink and they drank 
till they became drunken; whereupon she arose and took her 
clothes and five hundred dinars from the Captain; after wdiich she 


1 Arab champion*!, ntlilrios, etc, phir of Batal» a brave 

so lialalats^a Mraeo As the root Baiala«it was vain, the form “Battel** 
ina> mean cither a hero or a bad lot, see \oh m, night deedww , and 
\oi vu , Terminal Bs^ay, § x, A 

2 Arab "I U}an’\ plur of I'atfi; see vol. i, night vn 
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fetched a razor and shaved off all their beards. Then she took 
soot from the cookxng-pots and blackening their faces^ opened the 
doors and fared forth; and when the thieves recovered from their 
drink, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had 
practised upon them. All present marvelled at this his story, 
and the ninth constable came fonvard and said, “ I uili tell you a 
right pleasant tale I heard at a wedding.” 


THE NINTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A CERTAIN singing-girl vas fair of favour and bruited of repute, 
and it happened one day that she fared forth to a garden 
a-pleasuring As she sat in the summer-house; behold, a man 
lopped of the hand stopped to beg of hei, and suddenly entered 
in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, 
“An alms, for the love of Allah*’” but she answered, Allah 
open ’ ” and insulted him. IMany days after this, there came to 
her a messenger and gai e her the hire of her going forth.* So 
she took with her a hand-maid and an accompanyist ^; and when 
she came to the place appointed, the messenger brought her into 
a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth 
she) we entered therein and found nobody, but we saw the room 
made ready for an entertainment with candles, dried fruits and 
wine, and in another place .we saAV food, and in a third beds. 
Thereupon we sat dowm and I looked at him Avho had opened the 
door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I mishked 
this, and when I sat a little longer, there entered a man, who 
filled the candelabra in the saloon and lit the waxen candles, and 
behold, he also w’as handlopped. Then flocked the folk and there 
entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the 
house w as full of these companions ^ When the session w^as com¬ 
plete, the host came in and the company rose to him and seated him 
in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who 


1 This ^\as in popular parlance “ adding insult to injury ”, the blackening 
their faces was a promise of Hell-fire 

2 Arab " Sha}}an h ’llah*” lit =:(Gi\e me some) Thing for (the lo\e of) 
Allah The answer in Eg\pt is Allah ja^tik Allah will give it thee (not 
I), or, “Yaftali ’Allah,' = Allah open (to thee the door of subsistence) m 
Marocco "Sir fi halik" (pron Sirfhak)=:Go about th) business In all 
cities there is a formula which suffices the asker, but the Ghashim (|ohnny 
Raw) who ignores it, is pestered only the more bv his protestations that " he 
left his purse at home.” etc 

3 * f , engaged her for a rev el and paid her in adv ance 

4 Arab "Rasilah"=a (she) partner, to accompany her on the lute 

5 Suggesting that thej are all thieves who had undergone legal mutilation 
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had fetched me, and he \vas clad in sumptuous clothes, but his 
hands were in his sleeves, so that I hnew^ not how‘ it w«iswith 
them. They brouirht him food and he ate, he and the cotupany; 
after which they w:i<;hcd hands and the ho^^t boj;an c*i''tnm at me 
furtive glances. Then they drank till they were drunken, and 
when they had taken Ica\c of their wits, tlie host turned to me 
and said, “Thou dealtest not in friendly fashion wdth him who 
sought an aims of thee, and thou saidst to him:—How loathsome 
aU thou! ” I considered ium and behold, he was the lophand who 
had accosted me in my pleasancc.^ So I asked, “ O my lord, wdiat 
is this thou sa}est?’* and he answered, “Wait; thou shalt 
remember it." So he shook his head and stroked his 

beard, whilst I clown for fear. Then he put out his hand to 
nn mantilla and walking-boots and laying them by Ins side, cried 
to me, “Sing, O accuiscd ! ” Accordingly; I smg till I was tired 
out, what while they occupied thenwelves with their ease and 
drank themselves drunk, and the heat of tlieir drink ledoublcd. 
Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and saul, “ O my lady, fear 
not; but when thou hast a mind to go, let me know\’' Quoth I, 
“ Thinkest thou to delude me ? ’’ and quoth he, “ Nay, by Allah ! 
But I have nuh on thee for that our Captain and chief purposelh 
thee no good, and methinketh he wall kill thee this night,'* Said P 
to him, “An thou be minded to do me a fa\our, now* is its time’*, 
and said he, “When our Chief risetli to his need and gocth to the 
Chapel of Ease, I will precede him with the light and leave the 
door open ; and do thou w*end wluthersoevcr thou wiliest.*’ Then 
I sang and the Captain cried, “’Tis good.” Replied I, “Nay, but 
thou Tt loatlisoine.” He looked at me and rejoined, “ hy Allah, 
thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world*” But his 
comrades said to him, “ Do it not,” and gentled him, till he added, 
“An it must be and there be no help for it, she shall tarry 
here a w’holc \car and not fare forth.” My answer was, “I am 
content to submit to whatso plenseth thee: if I have failed in 
respect to thee, thou art of the element.” lie shook his head 
atul drank, then arose and w cut out to do his need, w hilst his 
comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry- 
making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my friends, 
and w’c all slipped out into the corridor. We found the door 
open and fled forth, unveiled^ and unknowing w’hither W'e W’ent; 
nor did w'c halt till we had fared afar from the house and 


1 Arab **Nu/hat-i'‘ *^ce vol i night \lv 

2 Ar.ab *'Mnhattak^t” ; usually “with torn \cils'* (fern pUir), here 
'•without \cils,** metaphor, meaning m disgrace, in dishonour 


U 2 
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happened on a Cook cooking, of ^vhom I asked, ‘‘ Hast thou a 
mind to quicken the dead ^ He said, ‘‘Come up'*; so we 
went up into the shop, and he whispered, “ Lie down ” Accord¬ 
ingly, we lay down and he covered us with the Halfah grass,' 
wherewith he was used to kindle the fire under the food. Hardly 
had we settled ourselves in the place when e heard a noise of 
kicking at the door and people running right and left and 
questioning the Cook and asking, Hath anyone passed by 
thee?’* Answered he, ‘‘None hath passed by me.” But they 
ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when 
they turned back, disappointed Then the Cook removed the iceds 
and said to us, *‘ Rise, for ye are deluered from death ” So we 
arose, and we were uncovered, sans veil or mantilla, but the 
Cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our homos and 
fetched us veils; and we repented to Allah Almighty and re¬ 
nounced singing, for indeed this was a mighty narrow escape after 
stress.^ Those present man'elled at this, and the tenth constable 
came for\vard and said, “ As for me, there befell me that wbich 
Avas yet rarer than all ye have yet heard Quoth Al-I^Ialik 
al-Zahir, “ What was that ^ ’* And quoth he, “ Deign give ear 
to me.” 


THE TENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A ROBBERY of stuffs had been committed in the city and as it 
a great matter I was cited,^ I and my fellows, they* pressed hard 
upon us * but we obtained of them some days* grace and dispersed 
in search of the stolen goods. As for me, I salhed forth wath five 
men and w^ent round about the city that day; and on the morrow 
we fared forth into the suburbs. When we found oursehes a 
parasang or tw^o parasangs away from the city, w’axed athirst; 
and presently we came to a garden. There I went in alone and 
going up to the water-wheel,® entered it and drank and made the 
Wu 2 u-ablution and prayed. Presentl}^ up came the keeper of the 
garden and said to me, “Woe to thee * Who brought thee to this 


1 For this reedy Poa, see \ ol 1 night \v\^ 

2 I ha\e repeatedly noticed that singing and all mnsic are, in religious 
parlance, ** Xlakruh,” biameable though not actually damnable , and that the. 
first step after “ getting religion ” is to forswear them 

3 1 ^, to find the thief or male good the loss 
* 4 t £ , the claimants 

5 Arab “Sakiyah” see\ol u night xiii 
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A\'\tcr-\\hccl rand ho stnotc me and Fqiiec7xd ni3‘nhi** till 1 \;as 
like to die Then he hound me with oik of his Inilli; and made 
me work the witci-whceh me as I walked round with a 

cattlcA\hip'^ he had with him, till my heart w*as a-fire; after which 
he loosed me and 1 wont out, knowing not the way, Xow when 
I came foith, 1 fainted, I sat down till my trouble subsided; 
tlicn I made for m\ comrades and saicl to them, “ I ha\e found 
money and inalefactoi, and I aiTiH;hf<^d him not neither troubled 
Iiim, lest he should flee, but now, come, let us to him, so w*c 
may contii\e to Ia> hold upon him/' Then I took thorn and we 
repaired to the keeper of the jrarden, who had tortured me with 
tunding, with the intent to make him taste the like 01 that which 
he had done with me and lie against him and cau*:e him cat many 
n slick. So we rushed to the water-wheel and sci/.ed the latpcr. 
Xow* there was with him a youth and, as we were pinioning the 
gardenci, he said, IX Allah, I was not \^ith him and indeed kis 
si\ months since I entered this city, nor did I set ejes on the 
stilus until tne\ were brought hither/* Quoth we, Sliow us the 
:>iuhs *, upon winch lie earned us to a place wherein was a pit, 
beside the water-wiu‘el, and digging theio, brought out the stolen 
good'' with not a ilucad or a stitch of them niiS‘=ing, So we took 
them and CAinicd the ketper to the Prcfectme of Police, where w’e 
stnppcd him and beat him wnth pilm-rods till he confessed to 
thefts mamfold. Now I did this h} way of mockery against my 
comiades, and it succeeded. The company mar\elled at this 
story with the utmost marvelling, and the eleventh constable rose 
and said, ** I know a sloi) jet stranger than this, but it happened 
not to nnsclf/’ 


THF. ELEVENTH CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

TuLunwas once in times of yore a Chief Officer of Police, and 
there passed by him one day of the dajs a jew*, bending in hand 
a basket wherein w’orc five thousand dinars; wdiereupon quoth 


r The lower orders of Eiript and S>ria arc addicted to this bcar-like 
altaclv’ in Idc manner the ne?^roc^ imitate fightmg-rams b> butting with their 
ston; lioad'i Let me remark that when Herodotus (in 12), after Psammcmlus* 
battle of Pclusuim in BC 52*1. made the remark that the Egyptian crania 
were hardened b\ shaving and insolation, and the Persians were softened by 
weanng hcad-clolhs, he tripped in lus anthropolog) The Iranian skull is 
naturally thm compared with ihat^of the negroid Eg>plian and the negro 

2 Arab *‘FarValah,“ c^payeXXtor from flagellum, cattlc-whip with 
leathern thongs Lane, M E . Fleischer GIos. 83-84, Dozy, s v. 
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that officer to one of his slaves, Art able to take that money ^ 
from yonder Jew’s basket^ ” ‘‘ Yes,” quoth he, nor did he tarry 

beyond the next day ere he came to his lord, bringing the basket. 
So (said the officer) I bade him, Go, hwry li in such a place”; 
whereupon he went and buned it, and returned and told me. 
Hardly had he reported this vhen there arose a clamour like that 
of Doomsday and up came the Jew, with one of the king’s officers, 
declanng that the gold pieces belonged to the Sultan, and that he 
looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days’ 
delay, accoiding to custom, and I said to him who had taken the 
money, “ Go and set in the Jew’s house somewhat that shall 
occupy him with himself ” Accordingly he went and played a 
mighty fine trick, which vas, he laid in a basket a dead woman’s 
hand, painted v ith henna, and having a gold seal-nng on one of 
the fingers, and buried that basket under a slab in the Jew’s 
home. Then w’e came and searched and found the basket, where¬ 
upon without a moment of delay we clapped the Jew in irons for 
the murder of a w^oman As soon as it was the appointed time, 
there entered to us the man of the Sultan’s guaids, who had 
accompanied the Jew, wdien he came to complain of the loss of 
the money,* and said, The Sultan saycth to you, Nail up" the 
Jew’ and bring the money, for that there is no wa}*^ by wduch five 
thousand gold pieces can be lost,” Wherefore we Ivnew’ that our 
deMce did not suffice. So I w’ent forth, and finding a young man, 
a Haurani," passing along the road, laid hands on him forthright 
and stripped him, and w’hipped him wuth palm-rods. Then 1 
threw him m jail, ironed, and carrying him to the Prefecture, 
beat him again, sa} ing to them, “ This be the robber who stole 
the com,” And we stro\e to make him confess, but he would 
not Accordingly, w e beat him a third and a fourth time, till we 
were aw’eary and exhausted, and he became unable to return a 


1 This clause is supplied to maVe sense 

2 j f , to cruelf\ him bj nailing him to an upright board 

3 ^ f . a. nati\e ot the Hauran, Job's country east of Damascus, now a 
luxuriant waste, haunted onl} b> the plundering Bada\Mn and the Druzesof 
the hills, ^^ho are no better, but Us stretches of nuns and league-long s^\athc> 
of stone o\er which the nne was trained, show what it has been and what it 

agam when the incubus oi Turkish mis-nile shall be remo'ved from it 
H^r Schuhmacher has latclj noted in the Hauran sundry Arab traditions of 
Au Nawa, where helued, the Hammam ’A)>ub, where he 

washed his leprous skin , the Daj r Ays ub a monaster^^ said to date from the 
third centurj , and the Makan Ayj ub at Al-Markaz, w here the patriarch and 
his wife are buried The *• Rock of Job,” cohered by a mosque, is a basaltic 
monolith 7 feet high by 4, and is probably connected with the solar worship of 
the old PheenjClans 
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reply; but, ^\hcn we had made an end of heatin;^ and tormenting 
him, he said, “ I will fetch the money tlu^ very moment/* Pie« 
sently we went wn’th him til! he came to the place wlu'ie my slave 
had bunod the gold, and he dug there and brought it out; whereat 
I mar\encd with the utmost mar\cl, and we carried it to the 
Prefect*^ house. When the Walt saw tlie monc) and made sure 
of it with his own eyes, he lejoiced with joy cvceeding and i)e- 
stoued on me a lohe of honour. 'I’hen he restored the com 
stnughtway to the Sultan, and we left the youth in durance vile, 
whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, “bay me, 
did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buried^t the 
money ? ** and he replied, “ No, by Allah the Great T* So 1 went 
in to the young man, the prisoner, and plnul him with wire' till 
he recovered, when I said to him, “'fell me how^ thou stolest the 
money?*' Answered he, “ By Allah, I stole it not, nor did 1 
ever set eyes on it till I brought it foith of the earth 1 " Quoth 
I, “Hov so?’’ and quoth ho, “Know* that the cause ot my 
falling into your hands was my parent's imprecation against me; 
because I entreated her evilly* ye^^tcinight and beat her, and she 
said to me, P»y Allah, O my son, the Loid shall assuredly ga: 
the oppressor prevail over thee I Now she is a pious woman. 
So 1 w*cnt out forthnglit, and thou sawest me on my way* and 
didst that vdiicli thou didst; and wdicn beating was prolongjd on 
me, my senses failed me and 1 heard a voice ‘basing to me. Fetch 
it. So I said to y'ou wdiat I said, and the speaker - guulod me til) 
I came to the place, and there befell wdiat befell of the bringing out 
of the money." I admired tins with the utmost admiration, and 
knew- that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myscH 
for his release and cured him, and besought him of acquittance 
and absolution of responsibility. All those w*ho were present 
marvelled at this story With the utmost mar\cl, and the twelfth 
constable came foiwMrd and said, “I wall tell you a pleasant 
trait that I hcaid from a certain person, concerning an adxcnturc 
wdiich befell him with one of the thieves." 


I This habit, “ torquere raero,’* uos a favourite with the mciUx'val Arabs 
^ Its effect \ane. groatl) with men's characters, making some op^n-hcarted and 
communicauvc. and others more cunning and secretive tlian in tic normal 
state So far it is an cvcellcni detection of disposition, and man) a man who 
passes olf V ed v hen sober bxs shown himself m liquor a rank snob xVmong 
the lower orders it provokes v;hat the Pi^rsians call Itad-mastl (levin niechant) 
see rUgnmage. in ^ 

e 'Unsmysterj is not imiamibar to the moJern ‘’spiritualist , and all 
eastern tongues have a special term for the mv^icnous Voice Sec vol 1 
night \v. 
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THE TWELFTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

(Quoth be) I was passing one day in the maiket, when I found 
that a robber had broken into the shop of a shroff, a changer o 
monies, and thence taken a casket, wherewith he had made off 
to the burial-ground. Accordingly I followed him thither and 
came up to him, as he opened the casket and fell a-lookmg 
into It, whereupon I accosted him, saying, “ Peace be on yotiL^ ” 
And he was startled at me, so I left him and went away from 
him. Some months after this, I met him again under airest, 
in the midst of the guards and ‘Mnen of violence,*’’ and he 
said to them, “ Seize this man.” So they laid hands on me and 
earned me to the Chief of Police, who said, What hast thou 
to do with this wnght ? ” The robber turned to me and looking 
a long ivhile in my face, asked, Who took this man ^ ” and 
the officer answered, ‘‘ Thou badest us take him; so we took 
him ” And ho cried, “ I ask refuge of Allah ^ I know not 
this man, nor knoweth he me, and I said not that to yow 
but of a person other than this.” So they leleased me, and 
a while after the thief met me in the street and saluted me 
wnth the salam, saying, “ O my lord, fnght for fright ^ Hadst 
thou taken aught from me, thou hadst a part m the calamity 
I replied to him, “Allah be the judge betw*een me and thee 
And this is what I have to recount Then came forw^ard the 
thirteenth constable and said, “ I wall tell you a tale W’^hich a 
man of my friends told me.” 


THE THIRTEENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

(Quoth he) I w’ent out one night of the nights to the house of a 
friend, and wdien it w^as the middle of the night I sallied forth 
alone to hie me home. When I came into the road, 1 espied a 
sort of thieves and they espied me, whereupon my spittle dned 


1 Arab **Ala}kum’' addressed to a single person This is generail} 
explained by the *' Salam ” reaching the ears of Invisible Controuls, and even 
the Apostle We find the words cruelly distorted in the Pentamerone of 
Giambattista Basile (partly translated by John E Taylor, Loudon. Bogue. 
1848). **The Pnnee, coming up‘to the old woman heard an hundred 
Licasalemme,'* p 383 

2 Arab ” Al- 2 alamah *', the policeman, seevol v night dev u 

3 t ^ , m my punishment 

4 1 on Doomsday thou shalt get thy deserts. 
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up; InU I feicnod luyself dntnlxon and stag^jerod from side to side, 
cr^dng out and sa}inp, I am drunken.’' And 1 went up to the 
\\n!l«i rieht and left and made a*? if I saw* not the thieves, who 
followed me afoot till 1 reached niv home and knocked at the door, 
w’hcn theywtuU away. Some few* da\s after this, as I stood at 
the do)r of my house, behold, there came up to me a \oung man 
with a clnin about his reck and with him a trooper, and he said 
to me, O nn lord, an alms for the love of All di ! " I replied. 

Allah op'^n ! ” and he kioked at me a long while and cried, 
“ 'Fhat wdnch thou shouldst give me would not come to the w‘orth 
of thy turband or thy waistcloth or what not else of tin habit, to 
say nothing of the gold and the silver wlnVli were about th\ 
person,*’ I .asked, “And how so ’ “ and he answered, “On 
such a night, when thou fellest into peril, and the tlne\es w*ould 
ha\c stripped thcc, 1 was with them and said to tiicm, Yonde: 
man is my lord and nn master who reared me. So was I and 
only I the cause of thy clehvciance, and tlnis I saved thee from 
them.” When I hoard thi^, 1 said to him, “Slop” , and entering 
my house, brought him that winch Allah Almighty made easy to 
me.' So he went his v.a} , and this i.*' all 1 ha\e to siy Then 
came forward the fomteenth constable and said, “ Know that the 
tale I have to tell is raiei and ploa-^anter than this; and 'tis as 
follows.** 


THE FOURTEENTH CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

I HAD a drapers shop before I entered this corporation,- and 
there used to come to me a person whom I knew not, sa\c by his 
face, and I would give him whatso he sought and ha^e pUience 
with him, till ho could pay me. One night, J foregathcicd with 
certain of my friends and wc sat down to liquor so we drank and 
weie merr\ .md pki>ed at Tab”, and we made one of us W«i7ir 
and another Sultan and a third Torcliboarei or Headsman.^ 

1 I c ,wlnt I couUl well aftonl 

2 Ar.ab 1 Iirfah s a trade, a gin Id. a corporation, here the ofTiccrs of police 

3 Gen "tjp’Cat” (\ol il niqht cwn ) Here it would mean a rude form of 
tables or backgammon, m which ilie pla\ ers who throw certain numberh are dub¬ 
bed Sultan and \\ .azir, and demean thcmscKts accordingh \ fav oaritc bit of 
fun with C.urcne bo\s of a past generation was to “ make a Pasha '*, and for 

this proceeding, see Pilgnmage,\ol i 119 

4 In Marocco there is great cUflicuUy about finding an c'cculioner, who 
becomes obnoMous to the ih'ir, tnidetUt or btood-rc\cnge Tor sailing the 
criminal's head, however, the soldiers seize upon the nearest Jew and compel 
him to clean out the brain and to prepare it for what is often a long journey. 
Hence, according to some, the local name of the Ghetto, Al-Mallah,c=the 
salting-ground 
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Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without bidding, and 
we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the 
Sultan to the Wazir, “ Bring the Parasite who cometh in to the 
folk, without leave or licence, that we may enquire into his case; 
after which u ill I cut off his head ” ; so the headsman arose and 
dragged the spunger before the Sultan who bade cut off his head. 
Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut clotted 
curd^, so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew 
from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our brains 
and we became in the foulest of plights. Then my friends lifted 
up the corpse and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst 
I took the head and made for the river. Now I was drunken and 
my clothes were drenched with the blood, and as I passed along 
the road I met a robber. When he saw me, he knew me and 
cned to me, “ Such-an-one 1” “ Well ? said I, and he rejoined, 

“What IS that thou hast with theeSo I acquainted him with 
the case, and he took the head from me. Then we fared on till we 
came to the river, where he washed the head and, considenng it 
straitly, exclaimed, “ By Allah, verily this be my brother, the son 
of my sire, and he used to spunge upon the folk ; after which he 
threw that head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man 
for dread ; but he said to me, “ Feai not, neither do thou grieve, 
for I acquit thee of my brother’s blood.” Presently, he took my 
clothes and washed them and dried them and put them on me, 
after which he said to me, “ Get thee gone to thy house.” So I 
returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, 
when he said to me, “ Allah never desolate thee * I am thy friend 
Such-an-one, who used to take of thee goods on credit, and I owe 
thee a kindness , but henceforward thou wilt never see me more ” 
Then he went his ways. The company marvelled at the manliness 
of this man and his clemency - and courtes)% and the Sultan said, 
“ Tell us another of thy stones, O Shahrazad.^ ” She replied 
“ *Tis well ’ They set forth ^ 


1 Mr Payne suspects that "laban,” milk, esp artificially soured (see 
jol V. night dciii), IS a clencal error for “ jubn ” — cheese This may be, but I 
follow the text as the exaggeration is greatei 

~ relinquishing his blood-w ite for Ins brothei , 

3 The Storj-teller, probably to relieve the monotony of the Constables 
histones, here returns to the original cadre We must not forget that in the 
Bresl Edit the Nights are running on, and that the charming queen is relating 
the ad\enture of Al-Mahk al-Zahir 

•D ^ *'Za’amii ” = the) opine, the\ declare, a fa\ ourite term with the 

Urcsi Edit 



The 7\\k oj the Old SJiatpcf. 




A MERRY JEST OF A CLEVER THIEF/* 

A inn r of the thie\es of the Arah'^ went one inght to a ceitain 
man’s hnu^^c, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people 
of the liousc N'orprised him. Now on the heap w'as a great copper 
lassc. and the thief bmied himself in the corn and co\cred Ins 
head \s ith the tas<;c, so that the lolk found him not and w ent their 
\\a\s; Inst, as they were going, behold, there came a might}" gi^at 
breaking of wind^ forth of the corn. So the} w’cnt up to the 
tasse and raising it, disco\ercd the thief and laid hands on hmu 
Quoth he, ‘ I hrt\e sa%cd you the trouble of seeking me: for 
1 purpo^-ed, ui hicaking wind, to direct you to lu} huhng-place; 
whcrefoic do \uu be ens} with me and ha"'*e ruth on me, so 
may Albli have ruth on \ou! ” Accotdmgl} the} let inin go and 
harmed him not. “And for another story of the sune kiiur’ 
(she continued), “ hearlcen lo 


THE TALE OF THE OLD SHARPER.;* 

Thi:ul was once an old man renowned for clc\er roguery, and 
he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole tlience 
a quantity of stuffs, then they scpai'atcd and returned eacli to his 
quarter. Awhile after tlie old man assembled a company of 
his fcHov^s and, a<= the} sat at dtiuk, one of them pulled out a 
costly piece of cloth and said, “Is theto any one of }(hi will dare 
sell this in its own market whence it w'as stolen, that we ma} 
confess his superior subtlety ^ Quoth the old man, “ I will”, and 
they said, “ Co, and Allah Almighty open to thee the door ^ ” 
So early on the nioriow’, lie took the stiuT and uu tying it to the 
niaikct whence it had been stolen, sat clowai at the ver} shop out 
of which U had been purloined, and ga\c it to the broker, wdio 
henl it m Iiand and erud it for sale. Its owmer knew" it and 
bidding for it, bought it and sent after the Chief of Police, 
who seized the Shat pci and, seeing him an old man of grave 
presence and handsomely clad, said to him, “ Whence hadst thou 

I Arab “Znlah,” the of terms for hat the Trench nuns prettily 

termed vn sen > : I find in.i; i'rntt albO in \ov ii of ihc Cent nomellc^ 
Nouvelles * Captain I-oeketi (p 32) quotes Strepsiades m llie Clouds, 
l^povra kqjki^T) rrarrd^, ‘’hi cause he cannot express the bathos of the 
orijjinal (in the Talc ol ja afar and the old Badass 1) without descending to 
the oracular languagcof Oiacoma Kodogina, the engastr) mythian prophetess ” 
But Slcrnc was by no means so squeamish 




284 Supplemental Kights. 

this piece of stuffs ’* Quoth he, I had it from this market and 
from yonder shop whcie I ^\as sitting.” Quoth the Wall, “Did 
its owner sell it to thee^” and quoth the robber, “Not so; I 
stole it, this and other than it.” Then said the Chief, “How 
earnest thou to bring it for sale to the place whence thou stolest 
it ? ” “I will not tell my tale save to the Sultan, for that I have 
a profitable counsel wherewith I would lief bespeak him.” “Name 
It ^ ” “ Art thou the Sultan ? ” “ No * ” “ Til not tell it save to 

himself. ” Accordingly the Wall earned him up to the Sultan and 
he said, “ I have a counsel for thee, O my lord. ” Asked the 
Sultan, “ What is thy counsel ? ” And the thief said, “ I repent 
and will deliver into thy hand all vho are evildoers , and whom¬ 
soever I bnng not, I will stand in his stead ” Cried the Sultan, 
“ Give him a robe of honour and accept his profession of penitence.” 
So he ent down from the presence and, returning to his com¬ 
rades, related to them that which had passed, when they confessed 
his subtlety and ga\e him that Avhich they had promised him. 
Then he took the rest of the booty and went up therewith to 
the Sultan, who, seeing him, recognised him, and he was magnified 
in the royal eyes, and the king commanded that naught should be 
taken from him After this, when he A\ent down, the Sultans 
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was 
forgotten, and so he saved the booty for himself. Tnose present 
marvelled at this, and the fifteenth constable came forward and 
said, “Know that among those who make a trade of tnckery 
are those wdiom Allah Almighty taketh on their owm testimony 
against themselves.” It w'as asked him, “How’ so?” and he 
began to relate 


THE FIFTEENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY,^ 

It is told of a thie\ing person, one of the bra\es, that he used to 
rob and cut the w’ay by himself upon caravans, and w’henever the 
Chief of Police and the Go\ ernors sought him, he W’ould flee from 
them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it came to pass 


I This tale is a replica of the Cranes of Ib} cus This was - j 

man who when returning to Corinth, his home, was set ^ 

slam He cast his dying e>es hea\enwards and, seeing a 
called upon them to avenge him, and this the> did by fl> mg over tne mea 
of Corinth on a daj when the murderers were present, and one ° x' 
“ Behold the a\engers of Ibycus > " Whereupon they were taken and P - 
death So sa> s Paulus Hieroii) mns, and the affecting old tale has > 
been sung in charming verse by Mr Justin H McCarth> (“Serapion 
London. Chatto and Wmdus ) 
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that a ccitAin man jo\irne\ul alontr the road \\ herein was that 
robber,run!tins jnan\\assumdc-handecl and Knew not the sureptiils 
bcfcltinj^^ his way. bo the highwayman came out upon him and 
said to htnu “ Unnjrout that u)iich is \yiih thee, for 1 mean to kill 
thee and no mi'^takc/’ Ouoth the tia\cller, “Kill nu* not, but 
annc\ these saddle-bai^s and duidelhat v hkh is in them and take 
to thee the fourth pait.** And the thief answcud, “ i will not take 
au^hi but the w holed'* Kejoincd the tra\ cllci, “ Take half, and Jet 
mi- go ” : but the robber replied," I will ha\ e naught but the whole, 
and ckc I will KiJi thee/' So the wa\ farci said, “ Take it/* Accoid- 
ingly the hichwavnian took the baddlediags and oflered to slay the 
traveller, who <nid, “What is this? Thou hast against me no 
bloodTcud that should make my slaughter mcumbciu/' Quoth 
the othoi, “ Needs must I bill ihcc**; whciuipon the traveller dis¬ 
mounted from Ins hor^ie and grovelled before him, beseeching 
the thief and bcspctking him fair. The man hearkened nut to hi^ 
praxers' but cast him (o the ground; xxheTCupon the traveller 
raised his eyes and seeing a francohn thing over 1 im, said, in his 
agon}, “O rranculmp hear testimony that tins nnn sla}cth me 
unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I ha\c given him all that was 
with me and cnticatcd him to let me gcj, foi ni} cliildicr/s nke; 
yet would he not consent. Hut be thou witness *igamst him. for 
Allah lb not unmindful of deeds a\ Inch the opniessors do/* The 
highwayman paid no heed to what he heaul, but smote him and 
cut ofT hiB head Aftei this, the rulers compounded with the 
high wax man for his submission, and when he came before them, 
they ennehed him and he became m such favour wuh the lieu¬ 
tenant of the Sultan that he used to cat and dunk with him, and 
there befell betw'ccn them familiar convcise which lasted along 
while till in fine there chanced a curious chance. The lieutenant of 
the Sultan one day of the da) s made a bampiet, and therein wms a 
roasted francohn, winch when the robber s:w he laughed a loud 
laugh. The lieutenant was angeicd against him and sad to him, 
“ What is the meaning of th} laughter ? Seest thou any fault or 
dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of good manners ^ ” Answered 
the highwayman, “ Not so, by Allaii, O my lord , but 1 saw yonder 
francohn, winch brought to my mind an extraordinary thing ; and 
*tw’as on this wise. In the da}sof my youth 1 used to cut the 
w^ay, and one day I wayliiid a man, who had with him a pair of 
saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, “ Leave these 

1 TliH scene perfectly iriie to Badav i life, my Pif:;nma?;c, ni 68 

2 Arab ** Burraj *’. so ii is rendtrccl in the I rench iranblation of 
AI-Mas'udi, vn, 347 
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saddJe-bags, for I mean to slay thee/* Quoth he, Talce the fourth 
part of that which is in them and leave me the rest **; and quoth 
I, Needs must I talcc (he whole and kill thee without mistake ’* 
Then said he, Take ihe saddle-bags and let me wend myway 
but I answered, ‘‘ There in no help but that I slay thee.*’ As we 
were in this contention, behold, he saw a francolm and turning to 
it, said, “ Bear testimony against him, O Francolm, that he slayeth 
me unjustly, and letteth me not go to lU}’' children, for all he hath 
taken my money,** However, I had no pity on him neither 
hearkened to that winch he said, but smote him and slew him and 
concerned not myself Avith the evidence of the francolm/* His 
story troubled the lieutenant of the Sultan and he was enraged 
against him with a sore rage; so he drew his sword and smiting 
him, cut off his head while he sat at table, whereupon a voice 
recited these couplets.— 

An wouldst not be injurtid, injure not; • Bat do good and from Allah 
win goodly lot; 

For vbat happeth b) Allah is doomed to be « Yet thine acts are the 
root I would ba^ c thee wot/ 


t A fair fnend found the idea of Destiny in The Nights become almost a 
night-mare Yet here \\c suddenly alight upon the true Johnsonian idea that 
conduct makes fate Both extremes are as usual false AMien one man fights 
a dozen battles umNOunded and another falls at the first shot, ue cannot but 
acknowledge the picscnce of that mjstenous *Muck*’ vhose laws, now utterl} 
unknown to us. may become fatmhar with the ages I may note that the idea 
t)f an appointed hour bejond winch life may not be prolonged, is as old as 
Homer (ll m 4S7) 

The leader has been told fvol v night dc\cr) that ''Kaz 5 *’ is Fate in a 
general sense, the unnersal and eternal Decree of Allah, tvhile “ Kadar’* is its 
special and particular application to man’s lot, tlxat is Allah’s will in bringing 
forth events at a ceitam time and place But the former is popularl) held 
to be of two aitcgones, one Kazd aJ-Muham which admits of modification 
and Kazd al-Muhkam. absolute and unchangeable, the doctrine of irresistible 
predestination prcaclied with so much energ\ bj St Paul (Romans i\ i 5 '^ 4 ) ♦ 
and ail the world 01 er men act upon the former while theoretically holding 
to the latter Hence “Chinese Gordon.'^ whose less to England is greater 
than even his fnends suppose, wrote, “ It is a delightful thing to be a fatimst, 
meaning that the Di\ me direction and pre-ordination of all things sai ed him 
so much trouble of forethought and afterthought In this tenet he was not 
only a CaKimst but also a Moslem, whose contradictory ideas of Fate and 
Freewill (with responsibdifj) are not only beyond Reason but are contrary’ 
to Reason, and although" we may admit the aigmurium 
suggesting that there are things above (or below) human intelligence, we 
are not bound so to do in the case of things which are opposed to the 
common sense of mankind Practicallj, hov\ever. the Moslem attitude is 
to be loud m confessing belief of “Fate and Fortune” before an meat 
happens, and after it woseh to console himself with the conviction that in 
no way could he have escaped the occurrence And the belief that this 
destiny was in the hands of Allah gives him a certain dignity especially m the 
presence of disease and death, which is wanting in his nv’al religionist the 
duastian At the same time the fanciful picture of the Turk sitting slohdly 
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Now this voice thcfrancolin \\hich bore witnc'^s against him. 
1 he company present mar\cllcd at this laic and all cried, Woe 
to the oppressor r* Then camcforwaul the sixteenth constable 
and said, ‘‘And 1 for another \\nll tell you a marvellous story 
which IS on this wise." 


THE SIXTEENTH CONSTABLE*S HISTORY. 

I \Yi NT foi th one day of the days, intending to tra\ cl, and sudden!) 
fell upon a man avhosc wont it was to cut the way. When he 
came up with me he offcied to slay me, and I s,\id to him. “ I have 
nought with me whereby thou niaysl profit.'’ Quoth he, “My 
profit shall be the taking of th) life,” 1 asked, “What is the 
cause of this ? Hath there been enmity bel^YeLn us aforetime ? ” 
and he answered, “X.i}'; but needs must 1 slay thee.” There¬ 
upon 1 ran .uvay from him to the n\cr side: but he caught me 
up and casting me to the ground, sat down on im breast. So 
J sought help of the Slrnkh of the Pilgnrnsd mid cned to him, 


under a shower of bccansr- Tatr* wdl nrt fnd hiin out unless it be so 

written, 11 71 frtib (d fanc> ra^'ch found in rt d bft. 

There arc four rreat |V)in!^ bfdr.putc aniorgj,! the '?rhooImen in Al-Isbm ; 
(1) the Unuv and Allnbutcs of Allah , (2) His promises and threats» (3) his. 
toncal as the office of ; and (j) Prcdcsumtion and the jiKttce thereof 

Oil the latter subject opinions range 01 cr the whole cicle of possibihliCi, 
Tor in^^tnrcc, the Mu larjhit s, whom the learned \Vcd makes the Protestants 
and Kationalids of AlAslam, contend tint the word of Allah was created 
iriuhj\tOt n^o, an act'dent and liable to |>crish, and one of their <:chool, the 
K.Min\ah («ln\tng pov C’’) acmes the cMstcnre of Pate and contends that 
AU ih did rot create c\il but left man an nbsoluieb free a'^enl On the other 
iund, the Jaban\ah (or M«jabbarc=lhe compelled) n .an absolute Patahst 
who bcl;c\cs in the omnipotence of Destiny and deems that all wisdom 
consists m conforming with its decrees AbMas luh {chapt h ) illustrates 
this h) the sasmg of a ^toslLm philo^-opher that chess was the in\ention of a 
MuTazii. while Na’il (backgammon with dice) was that of a Mujabbar proving 
that play can do nothing against destiny. Betwt cn the two arc the \shan)ah . 
tnraraers who'^c stand-point is hard to "define. tht) would sav, *• Allah creates 
the power b> which man acts, but man wills the action.“ and care not to 
answer the qutr\, ** XVho created the wilP ’* (See Pocock, Sale and the 
Dabistan, ii 35:1) Thus Sa’adi says in the Guhstan (id c), *‘Thc wise ha\c 
p’-onounced that though dsth bread l>e allotted. >ct it is so conditional!) upon 
using means to arqmrc it, and although calnmitj be predestined, jet it is right 
to secure one’s sell against the jwrials b) which u may ha\c access *’ Last!), 
not a few doctors of Law and Religion hold that Kaza al-Mnhknm, however 
rbsolulc, regards onl) man’s after or final state, and upon this subject they 
arc of course as wise as other people, and—no wiser I-ane has treated the 
Moslem faith in Destm> \cr> ably and bill) (Vrabian Nights, \ol i pp 5S-61), 
and he licmg a man of moderate and orthodox \iews gives xaluablc testimony. 

I Arab. *'Sha\kh al-Hiij)Aj *' Some Santon like Hasan al-Mar.ibit, then 
invoked by the Meccan pilgrims see Pilgrimage, i 321 It can hardl) refer 
to the famous Hnjj ij bin Yusuf al-Sakafi (vol 111 night ccxxxvu ) 
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** protect me from this oppressor * And indeed he had drawn 
a knife to cut my throat when, lo and behold < there came a 
mighty great crocodile forth of the river, and snatching him up 
from off my breast plunged into the water, with him still bending 
knife in hand, men within the jaws of the beast * whilst I abode 
extolling Almighty Allah, and rendering thanks for my pre¬ 
servation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of 
that wrong-doer.^ 


TALE OF HARUN AL-RASHID AND 
ABDULLAH BIN NAFP.^ 

Kkov^ thou, O King of the Age, that there was in days 
of yore and in ages and times long gone before, in the city of 
Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a Caliph Harun al-Rashid hight, 
and he had cup-companions and tale-tellers to-entertain him by 
night. Among his equerries was a man named Abdullah bin 
Nafi', who stood high in favour ^vith him and dear to him, so 
that he did not forget him a single hour. Now it came to pass, 
by the decree of Destiny, that it became manifest to Abdullah 
how he was grown of small account with the Caliph, who paid 
no heed unto him nor, if he absented himself, did he ask after 
him, as had been his habit This was grievous to Abdullah, 
and he said iMthin himself, “ Venly, the souls of the Commander 
of the Faithful and of his Wazir are changed towards me, and 
nevermore shall I see in him that cordiality and affection where¬ 
with he was wont to treat me ” And this was chagrin-full to 
him and concern grew upon him, so that he recited these 
couplets — 

Whoso’s contemned in his home and land * Should, to better his case 
in self exile hie * 

So fly the house where contempt a^\alts, * Nor on fires of grief for 
the parting fry, 


^ Nere the Stones of the Sixteen Constables abruptly end, after the 
fashion of the Cresl Edit They are summarily dismissed e\en without the 
normal ■* Bakhshish *' 


2 Bresl, Edit 
dccccxli-dcccclvh 


vol M pp 400-473 and \ol \u 
ror Kabhghai, see \ol 1 , night \xiv 


PP 


4-50, nights 
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Cnulc Ambcr^n^* is but ofTal \Uiurc • ’lis l)urn; but nl)ron(l on our 
nrcks 5j])all ; 

And Kohl at home is a kind of stone, • Cast on face of earth and on 
loads to he; 

Hnt \\hen home abroad it ^^lns hii;hesi woUh * And thrones between 
o>ehd and ball of c\o. 

(Quoth the saver,) Then he could brook this matter no lonj;er; 
so he wont foith from the dominions of the Pnnee of True 
Believcis, under pretence of MSiting cettain of his kith and kin, 
and look with him nor scr\ant nor comrade, neither acquainted 
any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared 
deep into the w*old »nnd the sandwastes, unknowing whither he 
went. After awhile, he unexpectedly fell in with tra\ellcrs who 
wane making the land of Hint! and journc\cd with them. 
When he came thither, he lighted dowm in a city of that 
countr}^ and iiouscd him m one of liie lodging-houses; and 
iheie he abode *i while of dajs, relishing not food neither 
solacing inmsclf walh sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhams 
or dinnl^, hut for that his mind was occupied with musing upon 
the shifts of Destiny, and bemoaning himself for that the 
reaching sphere had turned against him in enmity, and the 
da\s had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the 
Imam.’ .\ftcr such fashion he abode a space of da}S, and 
presently he homed liini in the land, and took to himself friends 
and got him many familiars, wdth whom he addressed himself 
to dnersion and good cheer. lie used also to go a-plcastiring wdth 
Ins companions and their hearts were solaced b}" his company, 
and he entertained them every evening with stories and dis¬ 
plays of his manifold accomplishments,^ and diverted them with 
delectable verses and told them abundance of stories and 
histories. Presently, the report of him reached King Jamhur, 
lord of Kashgar of Hind, who sent in quest of him, and great 
wxas hi*^ desire to see him. So Abdullah repauedto his court, 
and going into him kissed ground before him, and Jamhur 
welcomed him and treated him with kindness, and bade lodge 


1 Mr. P.vyne nropo'^c‘1 to translate '* *Anbar ” by amlxsr, the scnu-fos«;ilised 
resin much used jp modern da>s. espcctally in Turkey and Somaliland, for 
bead necklaces Cut. as he says, the second Unc distinctly alludes to the 
perfume which is sewn in leather and hung about the neck, after the fashion 
of our anc.cnl pomanders (fomvtt d'ainhe), 

2 t e t the Cahph 

3 Arab *'Adab’'’ see vol i night xui. etc In Moslem dialects, which 
borrow’ more or less from Arabic, " Bi-adabi *'i:=being ivlthout Adab, means 
rudeness, disrespect, ** impertinence (in Us modern sense) 

X 
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him in the guest-house, Avhere he abode three days, at the end 
of which the king sent to him a chamberlain of his chamberlains, 
and bade bring him to the presence. When he came before 
him, he greeted him, and the truchman accosted Jhim, saying, 
“ Verily, King Jamhur hath heard of thy report, that thou art 
a pleasant cup-companion and an eloquent teller of night-tales, 
and he would have thee company with him o’ nights and^ 
entertain him with that which thou knowest of histones and 
pleasant stones and verses.” And he made answer, ^*To hear 
IS to obey'” {Quoth Abdullah bin iNafi’,) So I became his 
boon-companion and entertained him by night with tales and 
talk, and this pleased him vith the utmost pleasure, and he 
took me into favour and bestowed on me robes of honour and 
set apart for me a lodging; indeed he was bountiful exceedingly 
to me, and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. 
So I sojourned with him a while of time, and every night I 
caroused and conversed with him till the most pait of the dark 
hours was past, and when drowsiness overcame him, he would 
nse and betake himself to his sleeping-place, saying to me, 
‘‘ Forsake not my service and forego not my presence.” And 
I made answer with, “ Hearing and obeying.” Now the king 
had a son, a nice child, called the Emir Mohammed, who was 
winsome of youth and sweet of speech * he had read books and 
had perused histones, and he loved above all things in the world 
the telling and hearing of verses and tales and anecdotes. He 
was dear to his father, King Jamhur, for that he oumed no 
other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the 
lap of love, and he was gifted with exceeding beauty and love¬ 
liness, brilliancy and perfect grace he had also learnt to play 
upon the lute and upon all manner instruments, and he was 
used to converse and company with friends and brethren. 
Now it was his wont, when the king arose seeking his sleeping- 
chamber, to sit in his place and require me to entertain him 
With tales and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise 
1 abode with them both a great while in all joyance and delight, 
and the Pnnce still loved me with mighty great love, and treated 
me with the utmost* tenderness It fortuned one day that the 
king’s son came to me, after his sire had Wlthdra^vn, and cried, 
“O Ibn Nafi’i” ‘‘At thy ser^uce, O my lord”; would 
have thee tell me a wondrous story and a marvellous matter, 
which bast never related either to me or to my father 

Jamhur. “ O my lord, what story is this that thou desirest of 

me, and of what kind shall it be of the kinds ? ” “It mattereth 
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liUfc, so it he a goo<ily story, uhethor it befell of olden tide or 
in these times,” **0 my Iord» I know by rote many stories 
rf various kinds: so which of the kinds prcferrcsl thou, and 
wilt thou ha\e a story of mankind or of linnddncP” “Tis 
welP An thou hn^t c^^pied aiiglit wdth thine eyes and heard 
It with thine cais, tell it me.” Then he bctliought himself and 
said to me, “I conjuie thee by my life, tell me a tale of the 
talcs of the Jinn, and that which thou hast heard of them and 
seen of thenP” I replied, ‘‘O my son, indeed thou conjurest 
me by a mighty conjuration; so lend an Cvir to the goodliest of 
stories, ay, and the strangest of tlicin and the pleasantest and 
raicst.” Quoth the Prince, ”Say on, for I am attentive to thy 
speech"'; and quoih I, *' Hear then, O my son, 


IIIE TALE OF THE DAMSEL TOHrAT ALA<ULUB 
^AND THE CALIPH IIARUH ALAMSHIDP 

The Vi^eregent of the Lord of the three Woilds, Harun ab 
Kashid, Inid a boon-companion of the number of his boon- 
companions, by name Ishak bin Ibi.ahim al-Xadim al-Mausihd 
who was the most accomplished of ilie folk of his time m 
smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithfurs 
lo\c for him, he set apart Pr him a palace of the choicest of his 
palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct hand-maidens m the 
arts of ringing and of lute-playing. If any slave-girl became, 
by his instruction, clover in the craft, lie carried her before the 
Cahph, who bade her perform upon the lute; and if she pleased 
him, he w^ould order her to the Ilanrn; else ivould lie restore 
her to Ishalds palace. One day, the Commander of the Faithfurs 
breast was straitened; so he sent after his W«a/zr Ja’afar the 
Bamiccide and Ishak the cup-companion, and klasrur the 
eunuch, the Sw’order of Ins \engeancc, and wdien they came, 
he changed his habit and disguised himself, wdnlst Ja’afar and 
Ishak and klasrur and AI-FazF and Yunus® (who w^ere also 
present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the 
postern, to the Tigris, and taking boat fared on till they came 
to near Al-Taf,* w'hen they landed and walked tdl they came 


t if, Isaac of the greatest of Arab musicians, see \ol in. 

rugbt ccKkiv , ^ , 

a The elder brother of Ja’afar, b> no means so genial or fitted for a roj.al 
frolic See Terminal E*^sa> . , , , , 1 

3 Ibn JJabib, a friend of Isaac, and a learned gnxmmanan who lectured 

at Basrah , , , ., w . - t 

^ A buhurb of Baghdad, mentioned b> At-Mas t di 
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to the gate of the high street. Here there met them an old 
man, handsome in his hoariness and of a venerable bearing and 
a dignified, agreeable of aspect and apparel. He kissed the 
earth before Ishak ablNIaiisih (foi that he knew only him of 
the company, the Caliph being disguised, and deemed the 
others certain of his friends), and said to him, ‘‘O my lord, 
there is presently with me a hand-maid, a lutamst, never saw 
eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I 
was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know 
of her, but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. 
So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she take thy fancy, 
well and good; othennse I will sell her.’* Quoth Ishak, “Go 
before me to thy quarters,^ till I come to thee and see her.” 
The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon 
quoth Al-Rashid to huh, “O Ishak, who is yonder man and 
what is his want^” The other replied, “O my lord, this is a 
man Said the Slave-dealer hight, and ’tis he that bu3^eth us 
maidens and iSIamelukes. He declareth that with him is a fair 
slave, a lutamst, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that 
he could not fairly sell her till he had passed her before me 
in re\aew.” Quoth the Caliph, “Let us go to him so we may 
see her, by way of solace, and sight what is in the slave-dealer's 
quarters of slave-girls” ; and quoth Ishak, “ Command belongeth 
to Allah and to the Commander of the Faithful ” Then he 
forewent them, and they followed in his track till they came 
to the slave-dealer's quarters, and found a building tall of wall 
and large of lodgment, vnth sleepmg-cells and chambers therein, 
after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the 
wooden benches. So Ishak entered, he and his company', and 
seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves 
by looking at the hand-maids and Mamelukes, and watching 
how they were bought and sold, till the vending came to an 
end, when some of the folk went away and some remained 
seated. Then cned the slave-dealer, “Let none sit with us 
except whoso purchaseth by the thousand dinars and upwards.” 
Accordingly those present vnthdrew, and there remained none 
but Al-Rashid and his smte; 'whereupon the slave-dealer called 
the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of Fawwak,® 
lined with Grecian brocade, and she was hke the sun shining 
high in the shimmering sky. When she entered she saluted, 

\ Containing the rooms in ■i\hich the girl or girls ivere sold See 
Piigntnage, 1 87 00 

2 Dozj quotes this passage, but cannot explain the word Fa\%'\vak 
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and silting dov;n, took the lute and smote upon it, after she 
had touched Us strings and tuned it, so that all present ^\ere 
ama/^cd. Then she sang thereto these couplets.— 

I>rccre o* Morn, an thou breathe o*or the lined one's land, • I)c‘li\cr 
iny greeting to all the dear band I 

And declare to them rtill I am pledged to their lo\c * And m\ longing 
excels all that lo\er unmanned . 

O xc nho haxc blighted m\ heart, cars and l\cs, « My passion and 
ec^^la'^y grow out of hand; 

And torn IS m\ sprite e\crv night amHi desire, • And nothing of sleep 
can in\ eyelids command 

Ishak exclaimed, "Brava, O damsel I By Allah, this is a fair 
hour V Whereupon she spiang up and kissed his hand, saying, 
" O my lord, in very sooth the hands stand still before thy prc'^cnce 
and the tongues at tliy sight, and the loquent when confronting 
ihce x\a\ dumb; but thou art the loosci of the vcib^" Then she 
clung to him and cned, "Stand’*; so he stood and said to her, 
"Who art thou and what is thy need?” She raised a comci of 
the veil, and behold she was a damsel as she were the full moon 
rising or the le\en glancing, with two side-locks of hair which 
fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 
"O my lord, know’ that I li.ixe been m these quarters some five 
months, during which I have withheld myself from sale till thou 
shouldst be present and see me; and yonder slave-dealer also 
made th} coming apietcxt for not vending me, and forbade me for 
all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come 
hither and vouchsafe me thy company, and gar me and thee 
foregather.” Quoth Ishak, "Tell me what thou wouldst have”; 
and quotli she, " 1 beseech thee, by Allah Almighty, that thou 
buy me, so I may be with thee by way of service.” He asked, 
"Is that thy desire?” and she answ'cred, "Yes.” So Ishak 
returned to the skivc-dcaler and said to him, " Ho thou, Shaykh 
Sa id Said the old man, "At thy service, O my lord,” and Ishak 
continued, *“ In the corridor is a chambet, and therein wones a 
damsel pale and wan. What is her price in dirhams, and how much 
dost thou ask for her ? ” Quoth the skive-de^der," She whom thou 
mentionesl, 0 my lord, is chilled Tohfat al-Humakd^l” Ishak 

j '*A passage lias apparently dropped out liere The Khalif seems to 
have gone awa> without buying, leaving Ishac Wund, whereupon the latter 
W.1S accosted b} another Ma\e-girl, who came out of a cell in the corridor ” 
So sa)s Mr Payne, \ol n 207 The "raiser of the vciP* means a fitting 

purchaser , , r , 

2 If," Choice gift of the Fools/’ a skit upon the girl’s name, "1 ohfat al- 
Kulub”j= Choice gift of the Ilcails Her folly consisted in refusing to be 
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asked, “What is the meaning of Al-Hnmaka? and the old man 
answered, “ Her price hath been weiglied and paid an hundred 
tunes, and she still saith. Show me him who would buy me; 
and when I sbow^ her to him, she saith, This one I mislike; he 
hath in him such and such a default. And in every one wdio would 
fain buy her she noteth some defect or other, so that none careth 
now to purchase her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she find 
some fault in him.” Quoth Ishak, “ She seeketh at this present 
to sell herself, so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her 
price and send her to the palace.” Quoth Sa id, “ O my lord, her 
pnee is an hundred dinars, though, w*eie she free of this paleness 
that is upon her face, she would be w^orth a thousand gold pieces; 
but wanton folly and wanness have diminished her value; and 
behold I wall go to her and consult her of this.” So he betook 
himself to her and enquired of her, “Wilt thou be sold to Ishak bin 
Ibrahim abIMausili ? ” She replied, “Yes”; and he said, “LeaAe 
folly, for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishak the 
cup-companion^ ? ” Thereupon Ishak went forth the slave-dealer’s 
quarters and overtook Al-Rashid who had preceded him; and 
they ceased not %vallang till they came to their landing-place, ivhere 
they embarked in the boat and fared on to Thaghr al-Khauakahv 
As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishak 
al-Nadmi, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the 
Ham mam. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her gear and 
they decked her with earnngs and bracelets, so that she redoubled 
in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its 
full. When Ishak letumed home from the Cahph’s palace, Tohfah 
rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the 
hand-maids had done with her, and thanked them for so doing and 
said to them, “Let her home in the house of instruction and 
bnng her instruments of music, and if she be apt at song teach 
her; and may Allah Almighty vouchsafe her health and weal' ” 
So there passed over her three months, while she homed with 
him in the house of instruction, and' they brought her the 
instruments of music. Furthermore, as time went on, she was 
vouchsafed health and soundness, and her beauty W’axed many 
times bngbter than before, and her pallor W’as changed to w'hite 
and red, so that she became a seduction to all who saNV her. 

soM at a high pnee, and this is often seen in real life It is a Pundoncr 
gckod ^losleras not to bu}* a girl and not to ha\ e mantal relations 
with hew e\en when bought, against her will 

etnphati^'^^ cannot go to Connth The question makes the assertion 

2 i , The Narrows of tlie (Demshes’) con\ent 
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One <hy, Ishak bade summon all \\ho were with him of slavc- 
giik from the liousc of instruction, and carried them up to 
Al-RasludV palace, leaving; none in Ins house sa^e Tohfah 
and a cookmaid; for that he thought not of Tohfah, nor did 
bhe come to his mcmoiy, and none of the ciam'>eW reminded 
him of her. When she saw tliat the house ^\as empty of the 
sla\e-^irls, she look the lute (now she was singulai in her time 
f)r smiting \\\y)\\ the lute, nor hid she her like in the world, 
no, not Ishak himself, nor any other) and sang tliereto these 
couplets* — 

When soul desircth one that is its ante • It ne\er winncth dear desire 
of Fate: 

My life for him who^e torture'^ tare niy frame, • And de lU me pmc he 
can alone abate I 

He saith (that onl> he to heal nunc ill • Wiiosc sight is medume to in\ 
doleful state), 

“O scoffor-wigiit, hoi\ long \Mlt mock my woe • As though did Allali 
notliing else create’ ” 

Now Ishak had returned to Ins house oa an occasion that called 
for him; and when he entered the \csUhule, he heard a ‘.ound 
of singing, the like whereof he had nc\er heird in the woild, 
for that It was soft as the hiee/x and more strengthening than 
oil* of almonds. So the pleasure of it gat hold of him, and 
delight so seized Inin, that he fell dowm fainting m the vestibule. 
Tohfah heard the noise of footfalls, and, laying the lute from 
her liand, went out to see what was the matter. She found 
her lotd Ishak lying asv.^oon in the entrance; so slic took him 
up and strained him to her bosom, saying, “ I conjure thee in 
Allah’s name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught of ill befallen thee ’ ’* 
When he heard her ^olce, he recovered from his fainting, and 
asked her, “Who art thou?” She answered, “I am thy slave- 
girl, Tohfah and he said to hci, “Art thou indeed Tohfah’” 
“Yes,” replied she; and he, “By Allah, I had indeed forgotten 
thee, and remembered thee not till this moment! ” Then he 
looked at her and said, “Verily, thy case is altered to other 
ease, and thy wanness is changed to rosmess, and thou hast 
redoubled in beauty and loveliness. But wms it thou wdio wvist 
singing just now'’” She wms troubled and afTrighted, and 
answered, “Even I, O my lord”; whereupon Ishak seized 

1 Arab ” Akwa min dabm ' 1 -lauz *’ These unguents have been used m 
the Cast from time unmemonak whilst the last generation in England knew 
nothing of anointing with oil for incipient consumption A late friend of mine, 
Dr Stocks of the Bombay Establishment, and I, proposed U as long back ab 
i8 j5. but m those dajs it was a far cr> from SmU to London 
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upon her hand, and carrying her into the house, said to her, 
Take the lute, and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like 
in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!’* Quoth she, 
O my lord, thou mockest me. Who am I that thou shouldst 
say all this to nie^ Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.’* 
Quoth he, “ Nay, by Allah, 1 said but the truth to thee, and I 
am not of those on whom pretence imposeth For these three 
months' nature hath not mo\ cd thee to take the lute and sing 
thereto, and this is naught save a rare thing and a strange. 
But all this cometh of strength in the art and thy self-restraint.” 
Then he bade her sing; and she said, “ Hearkening and 
obedience.” So she took the lute and tightening its strings 
to the sticking-point, smote thereon a number of airs, so that 
she confounded Ishak’s wit, and for delight he was like to fly 
Then she returned to the fust mode and sang thereto thebe 
couplets:— 

By your ruined stead aye I stand and stay, * Nor shall chanije or 
d\\ elling depart us tv ay ! 

No distance of homestead shall gar me forget • Your lo\o, O fnemls, 
but I } earn alw^y; 

Ne'er flics >our phantom the babes of these e\ne You .uc moons 
in Night-tide’s murkest array; 

And \Yii\i growing passion mine unrest grows ^ And each mum I find 
union dissolved 111 w oes. 

When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, 
Ishak looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to 
kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, “ Allah, 0 
my lord, do not that' I *’ Cried he, Be silent. By Allah, I had 
said that there was not in the world the like of me, but now 
I have found my dinar in the art but a danik,- for thou art more 
excellent of skill than I, beyond comparison or approximation 
or calculation ^ This very clay will I carry® thee up to the 
Commander of the Faithful, Hamn al-Rashid, and when his 
glance hghteth on thee, thou w'llt become a Princess of w^oman- 
kmd. So Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou 
becomest of the household of the Prince of True Believers, do not 
thou forget me ^ ” She replied, “ Allah, O my lord, thou ait 
the root of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.” Thereat 

1 The sequel \mU explain wii^ ohe acted in tins way. 

2 ie, thou has made my geld piece (10 ..hill 1 worth only a doit by thy 
supenont} m the and m>ster> of music 

3 Arab *• Uaidiki," faadiyah (ud of Ada, he assisted) means sending, 
forwarding In Hgjpt and Syria we often find the form ** Waddi ” for \ddi, 
imperative 
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he took her hand and made a co\ enant with her of Ihi*^, and she 
*^wore to him that she ^\ouldnot forget him. Then said he to her. 
By Allah, thou art the tlesuc of the Coinmandei of the Faithful! 
Now take tlie lute and sing a song which thou shalt sing to the 
Caliph, when thou goesr in to him.” So she took the lute and 
tuning it, improvised these couplets:— 

Hi*;)o\erhnd nith on In-; \\aoful mood • And oVnvept him as^still In 
cou( h ho* stood : 

And paired him dunk of hm lip <Ie\\s,and winc^ * Ihc he died and this 
food \\as ins Liii ‘I good. 

Ishak stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, “ Know 
that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel 
pleascth me, she shall not end her song but before the Prince of 
True Ikdievcis. But now tell me, liow came it that thou tnrncdst 
with the s!a\e-dcaler five months and wastnot sold to any one, and 
thou of this skill,especially when the price set on thee W’as no great 
matter^” Hcreat she laughed and answered, “ O m} lord, my 
story is a wondrous and my case a marxellous. Know that 1 
Inilonged aforetime to a Magliribi merchant, wdio bought me when 
I was three years old, and there were in his house many sla\e-girls 
and eunuchs; but 1 w‘as the dearest to him of them all. So he 
kept me with him and used not to address me otherwise than, * O 
daughterling,* and indeed to this moment 1 am a clean maid. 
Now there wms with him a damsel, a luianist, and she reared me 
and taught me the art, even as thou scest. Then was my master 
removed to the mercy of Allah Almight)and his sons duided his 
monies. I fell to the lot of one of them, but twns only a little 
wdnlc ere he had w'abted all his wealth and there was left him 
naught of coin. So I gave up the lute, fe.Uing lest 1 should fall into 
the hand of a man wdioknew not my worth, for well I wot that needs 
must my master sell me, and indeed but a few days p issed ere he 
canied me forth to the quarters of the slave-merchant who buyeth 
damsels and displaycth them to the Commander of the Faithful. 
Now I desned to learn the art and mystery , so I refused to be sold 
to other than thou, until Allah (extolled and exalted be He») 
vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon 1 came out to 
thee, as soon as 1 heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. 
Thou heartenedst my heart and bouglitest me; and since I entered 
thy house, O my lord, I have no?- taken up the lute till now , but 
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to-day, when I was left private by the slave-girls, I took it; and 
my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed* 
or not. As I was singing, I heard a footfall in the vestibule, so 
springing up, I laid the lute from my hand and, going forth to see 
what was to do, found thee, O my lord, after this fashion ” Quoth 
Ishak, “ Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune By Allah, I know 
not that which thou knowest in this art t'' Tiicn he arose and 
opening a chest brought out therefrom striped clothes,® netted 
with jewels and gieal pearls and other costly gems, and said to 
her, In the name of Allah, don these, O my lady Tohfah." So 
she arose and donned that dress and veiled herself and went up 
vnth Ishak to the palace of the Caliphate, where he made her 
stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Pnnee of True 
Belie\ers (with whom was Ja'afar the Barmaki) and kissing the 
ground before him, said to him, “ O Commander of the Faithful, I 
have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes of seer her like for 
excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is 
Tobfah,” Al-Rashid asked, “ And where be this Tohfah^ who 
hath not her like in the world ? Answered Ishak, ** Yonder she 
standeth, O Commandci of the Faithful ; and he acquainted the 
Caliph with her c?se from first to last. Then said Al-Rashid, 
“ ’Tis a marvel to beat thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. 
Admit her tint we may look upon her, for venly the morning 
may not be hidden ** Accordingl)^ Ishak bade admit her, so 
she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Prince of True 
Believers, she kissed ground before him and said, “ The Peace be 
upon thee, O Commander of the faithful Fold and Asylum of all 
who the true Creed hold and Quickener of justice in the Worlds 
threefold * Allah make thy feet tread on safest wise and give 
thee joy of what He gave thee in generous guise, and make thy 
harbourage Paradise and Hell-fire that of thine enemies * Quoth 
Al-Rashid, And on thee be the Peace, O damsel * Sit.*' So she 
sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and 
tightening its stnngs played thereon in many modes, so that the 
Prince of True Believers and Ja’afar were confounded in sprite 
and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode 
and improvised these couplets .— 

O mine eyes! I swear by Hun I adore, ♦ Whom pilgnms seek thronging 

Arafat; __ 

1 t e , if m> hand had lost its cunning 

2 Arab *'Thiyab *Amudijah” ’AmM=: tent-prop or column, and Khatt 

*Amud==a perpendicular line 

3 * ^ , a choice gift The Caliph speaks half ironically ** Where’s this 
wonderful present,’* etc So further on when he compares her w'lth the 
morning 



j7ii Ttili of iU Dos^mcl Tohjilf ^lAAW;//* 299 

An tliou cal! my name on the Kra%c of tnc» • Til reply to thy call 
thotiqh nn hoius i;o rot; 

1 cni^e none for fnend of my heart *^a\e thee ; • So hcheve me, foi tiuc 
.ire tlu' \^cll he-^ot* 

Al-Kashi(i con'^ulercd het comeliness and the f^oodliness of her 
shilling and lur eloquence, and what other qualities she coinpiised, 
and rojoired with joy exceeding; and for the stress of that which 
o\crcnnie him of dcliglU he descended from the couch and sitting 
down with her upon the tloor, «^aid to her, ‘‘Thou hast done well* 
O Tohfali. ]>y Allah, thou art indeed a choice gift M ” Tlicn he 
turned to Khak and said to him, “Thou dcaltest not jubtl>, O 
Ishak, in the description of this damsel, nor didst thou fairly set forth 
all that she compnseth of charms and ail; for that, by Allah, she 
is inconcei\ably more skilful than thou , and I know’ of this craft 
that which none knoweth sa\c P” Exclaimed the Wazir Ja'afar, 
“ By Allah, thou sayst sooth, 0 my lord, O Commander of the 
FaiUifuk Indeed, she hath done away my wit, hath this damsel/* 
Quoth Ishak, “By A.llah, O Tnncc of True Beheters, I had said 
that thcic was not on the face of the earth one who knew the ait 
of the lute like myself; but when I heaid her, m 3 skill became 
nothing worth in mine 0303 .’* Then s.ud the Cahph to her, 
“ Repeat th 3 ’ playing, O Tohfah/* So slie lepeatcd it and he cried 
to her, “Well doncl ” Moicoter, he said to Ishak, “Thou hast 
indeed brought me a mar\cllous thing, one which is Avorth in mine 
^ eyes the empiic of the world/* Then he turned to Masrur the 
eunuch and said to him, “ Carry Tohfah to the chamber of honour/’ 
Accordingl 3 % she went aw a} with the Castrato, and the Caliph 
looked at her raiment and ornaments, and seeing her clad in 
clothing of choice, asked Ishak, “O Ishak, w’hence hath she these 
robes ^Answered he, “O my lord, these are soinculrat of th)' 
bounties and Ihy largesse, and they aie a gift to her from me. By 
Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the w'orld, all <.f it, were httic 
in comparison with her I Then the Calipli turned to the Wazir 
ja’afar and said to him, “Give Ishak fifty thousand dirhams and a 
robe of honour of the choicest apparel.” “ Hearing and obeying,” 
replied Ja’afar, and gifted him with that which the Caliph ordered 
him. As for AbRashid, he w’as private with Tolifali that night 
and found her a pure virgin and rejoiced in her; and she took high 
rank in his heart, so that he could not sulTer her absence a single 
lioui, and committed to her the keys of the affaiis of the realm, for 
that winch he saw’ in her of good breeding and fine w’lt and leal 


1 Again the usual nun upon the name 
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will. He also gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand 
dinars, and a quantity of raiment and ornaments, gems and jewels 
woilh the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for 
her, he would not entrust her to any of the hand-maids or eunuchs; 
but, whenever he went out from hei, he locked the door upon her and 
took the key with him, against he should leturn to her, forbidding 
the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or 
poison her or practise on her with the knife; and in this way he 
abode awhile. One day, us she sang before the Commander of the 
Faithful, he was delighted A\ith exceeding delight, so that he 
offered to kiss her hand ^; but she drew it away from him and 
smote upon her lute and bioke it and wept. Al-Rashid wiped 
away her tears and said, ‘‘O desire of the heart, v hat is it inaketh 
thee weep ? Alay Allah not cause*an eye of thine to shed tears 
Said she, “ O my lord, what am 1 that thou shouldst kiss my 
hand ? W ilt thou have* Allah punish me for this, and my term 
come to an end and my felicit}^ pass away ? For this is what none 
ever attained unto/* He rejoined, “Well said, OTohfah. Know that 
thy rank in my esteem is high, and for that which delighted me of 
what 1 saw in thee I ofleied to do this, but I uill not return unto 
the like thereof, so be of good cheer, \\ ith eyes cool and clear, for 
I have no desire to other than thyself, and will not die but in the 
love of thee, and thou to me art queen this day, to the exclusion 
of all humankind/* Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and 
this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and 
he became unable to brook se\ erance from her a single hour. Now 
Al-Rashid one day went forth to the chase and left Tohfah in her 
pavilion As she sat perusing a book, with a candle-branch of gold 
before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a inusk-apple 
fell down before her from the top of the saloon," So she looked 
up and beheld the Lady Zubaydah bint al-Kasim,® who saluted her 
with a salam and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tohfah 
sprang to her feet and said, “ O my lady, were I not of the number 
of the new,^ I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave 
me of those noble steps * ” The Lady Zubaydah called doum 


tw action of a ser\ ant or a sla\ e, practised 

humiliating ^ ^ ''hen in danger of life or extreme need and therefore 

down from the ^larnrah, or small dome built o\ er 
\oI 1 night \vv P'lrpose of light by day and \entilation b> night See 

Seevol M nigL dccxcrind 



501 


The Tiik of the Diiftisd Tohjot aJ-KhluK 

upon hci and replied, I knew this of thee; and, by the 
life of (he Commander of the Faitlifuk but that it is not of my 
^\ont to go forth of my place, 1 had come out to do my 5?cr\icc to 
thee/' 'i'hen quoth she to her, '‘Know. O Tohfah, that the 
Commancier of (he baithful hath descitcd ah lus concubine*^ and 
favourites on thine account, even myself hath he abandoned on 
this wise, and 1 am not content to be ns one of tlie mistresses, 
}ct hath he made me of them and forsaken inc, and I have sought 
thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but 
once a month, in order that I may not be the like of the hand¬ 
maids and concubines nor lake rank luth the sla\e-girls, and 
this is my need of thee " Answered Tohfah, “ Hearkening and 
obedience * ] 3 y Allah, O my lady, I would that he might be with 

thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy hcau 
might be heartened, for that I am one of tin hand-maids and thou 
m every case art my lady.'’ The Pniicess Zuba\dah thanked her 
for this and taking lea\e of her returned to her palace. When 
the Cahph cnine back from the chase and course, he belo<»lc him¬ 
self to Tolifah's pavilion and bringing out the key opened the 
lock and w ent in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his 
hand, and he gathered her to his breast and sealed hei on his 
kiicc.^ Then food was brought to them, and Ihc} ate and A\ashcd 
their hands; aftei which ‘-he took the lute and sang till Al-Raslml 
was mo\cd to sleep. \\ hen aware of this she ceased singing, and 
told him hei ad\enturc with the Lady Ziibajdah, saying, ** 0 
Pnnee of True Believers, I would have thee favour me wnth a 
favour and hearten my heart and accept my intercession and 
reject not my supplication, but fare thee forthiighl to the Lady 
Zubaydah.” Noiv this talk befell aftei he had stripped himself 
naked »and she also had cloficd her dress; and he said, ** Thou 
shouldst have named this ere wx stripped ourscb es naked, I and 
thou!” But she answered, sajdng, “0 Commander of the 
Faithful, I did this not except in accordance wdth the sajingof 
the poet in these couplets :— 

Of al! inlorcc‘;sions can none succeed, * Sa\e wliatso Tohfah bint 
Mnrj.^n suc’d: 

No intercessor who conics cnvcilcd^; • She sues the best wdio sues 
inotlicr-niule.'' 

When Al-Kashid heard this, her speech pleased him and he 


1 He l>cing sealed on the carpet at the time 

2 A quotation from Al-Farardat. who had quarrelIccl with his wife Al- 
Howiir (see the talc in Ibn Khalldan. i 52ih hence *Mhe naked intercessor'' 
became pro\ erbial for one who cannot be w ithstood 
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strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and 
locked the door upon her, as before; \\ hereupon she took the book 
and sat perusing it awhile. Presently, she set it aside and taking 
the lute, tightened its stnngs; and smote thereon, after a wondrous 
fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things to dance, and 
fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting these couplets — 

Cease for change to wail, * The world blames A\ho rail; 

Bear patient its shafts * Tliat for aye prevail. 

How often a joy ^ Grief-garbed thou shalt hail: 

How' oft gladding bliss * Shall appear anud bale ’ 

Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, hand¬ 
some in his hoariness and stately of semblance, who was dancing 
in goodly and winning wise, a dance whose like none might dance. 
^So she sought refuge with Allah Almighty from Satan the Stoned 
and said, “ I will not give over what I am about, for whatso the 
Lord willeth He fulfiileth.'' Accordingly, she went on singingtill 
the Shaykh came up to her and lussed ground before her, saying, 
'‘Well done, O Highmost of the East and the West ^ May the 
world be not bereaved of thee * By Allah, indeed thou art perfect 
of manners and morals, 0 Tohfat al Sudur^* Dost thou know 
me ? ” Cried she, “ Nay, by Allah, but methinks thou art of the 
Jann.” Quoth he, “ Thou sayst sooth; I am Abu al-TaAvaif® 
Ibhs, and I come to thee every night, andvith me thy sister 
Kamanyah, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy 
life; and her pastime is not pleasant to her, except she come 
to thee and see thee whilst thou seest her not. As for me, I 
approach thee upon an affair, whereby thou Shalt gam and rise 
to high rank with the kings of the Jann and rule them, even as 
thou rulest mankind; and to that end I would have thee come 
with me and be present at the festival of my daughter’s wedding 
and the circumcision of my son^; for that the Jann are agreed 
upon the manifestation of thy command. And she answ^ered, 
** Bismillah , in the name of the Lord.^*' So she gave him the 

lute and he forew^ent her, till he came to the Chapel of Ease,'' and 

- 

1 t f , Choice Gift of the Breasts, that is of hearts, the continens for the 
contentum 

2 Pron “Abuttawaif,” the Father of the (Jinn-) tribes It is one of the 
jMoslem Satan’s manifold names, alluding to the number of his ser\ants and 
worshippers, so far agreeing with that amiable Christian doctnne, '* Few shall 
be sa\ed ” 

3 Mr Pajne supplies this last clause from the sequence 

4 ’ j *' let us go ” with a euphemistic formula to defend her from e\il 
intiuences Ibhs uses the same w’ord to prevent her being frightened 

5 Arab *'AI-Mustarah.” a favounte haunting place of the Jinn, like the 

offices for human impurity For its six names, Al-Khala. 
n ^^hMiifawarza. AI-Kamf, AI-Miistarah. and Mirhtr. see AI- 
. las uai, chap c\x\u , and Shirishi's commentary to Hariri's ^7 Assembl) 
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behold, therein a door and a «;tair\vay. When Tohfali saw 
this, her reason tied; Init Iblis rhceied her with chat. Then he 
descended the steps and she followed him to the bottom of the 
stair, where she found a passage and they fared on therein till 
they came to a hoi*sc standing, leady saddled and bridled and 
accoutred, yiioth Iblis, “ Ihsnullab, O ni) ladyTobfahT' and 
he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse 
heaved hke a ^va^e under her, aiid pvitting forth wmgs soared 
upwards with her, while the Shaikh (lew* by her side, whereat 
she w*as afTrighled and clung to the pommel of the saddle^; nor 
wa*; it but an hour ere lhc\' came to a fair green meadow, fresh- 
flow cred as if the sod Iheicofw^ere a fine robe, purilcd wnth all 
manner bright hues. Amiddlcmost that mead was a palace 
lowering high in air, with crenelles of red gold, set with pearls 
and gems, and a tw‘o-Icavcd door; and about the gateway were 
much people of the chiefs of the ]ann, clad in costliest clothing. 
When they saw the Sha\kh, the\ all cried out, sa 3 ing, “The 
Lady Tohfah is come * ** And as soon as she reached the palace- 
gate they pressed forward m a body, and dismounting her from 
the horse's back, earned her into the palace and fell to kissing 
her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof 
seers ne'er saw the like; for therein wcie four halls, one facing 
other, and its wmHs were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It w’as 
high-buildcd of base, wade of space, and those who descried it 
would be posed to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood 
a throne of red gold set with pearls and jew'els, up to which led 
five steps of sihcr, and on its right and on its left were many 
chairs of gold and silver. Quoth Tohfah, “ The Shaykh led me 
to the cstrade and sealed me on a chair of gold beside the throne, 
and o\cr the dais wms a curtain let dowm, gold and silver wrought 
and brojdcred with pearls and jewels/’ And she wms ama/ed 
at that which she beheld in that place and magnified her Lord 
(evlollcd and exalted be He!) and hallowed Jiim, Then the 
kings of the Jnnn came up to that throne and seated themselves 
ihcfcon; and they were in the semblance of Adam^ sons, except¬ 
ing two of them, who appeared in the form and aspect of the 
Jann, each with one eye sht endlong and jutting horns and pro¬ 
jecting tusks/ After this there came up a young lady, fair of 


1 Wnch, in the is high and prominent whilst the can lie forms a 
back to the scat and the rider sUs as in a bain ’s chair The object is a firm 
scat when fighlmg , across countr) ** it is cvcccdinglj drmgcrous 

2 In Swcdcntiorg’s “Arcana Ccelesda'' we read, “when man's inner 
sight IS opened, which is that of his spirit. then there appear the things of 
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favour and seemly of stature, the light ofwhose face outshone 
that of the waxen flambeaux, and about her vere other three 
women, than whom none fairer abode on face of earth. They 
saluted Tohfah with the salam and she rose to them and Idssed 
ground before them; wheicupon they embraced her after return¬ 
ing her greeting' and sat down on the chairs aforesaid. Now 
the four women who thus accosted Tohfah were the Pnneess 
Kamariyah, daughter of King Al-Shisban, and her sisters, and 
Kamariyah loved Tohfah vith exceeding love. So, when she 
came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Shaykh 
Ibhs cried, Fair befall the accolade ^ Take me between you 
At this Tohfah laughed and Kamariyah said, “ O my sister, I love 
thee, and doubtless hearts have their witnesses,^ for since I saw 
theel have loved thee.” Replied Tohfah, “By Allah,hearts have 
sea-hke deeps, and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy 
hand-maid.” Kamariyah thanked her for this and kissing her 
once more said, “ These be the wives of the kings of the Jann 
greet them with the salam* This is Queen Jamrah,^ that is 
Queen Wakhimah, and this other is Queen Shararah, and they 
come not but for thee.” So Tohfah rose to her feet and bussed 
their hands, ? nd the three queens kissed her and welcomed her 
and honourec her with the utmost honour. Then they brought 
trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid 
vith pearls and gems; its raised rims weie of or and emerald, 
and thereon were graven^ these couplets:— 

To bear provaunt assigned, • By hands noble designed, 

For the generous Tin made * Not for niggardly hind 1 

So eat safe all I hold * And praise God of mankind. 

After reading the verses they ate, and Tohfah looked at the two 
kings who had not changed shape, and said to Kamariyah, “ O 


another life which cannot be made visible to the bodily sight ” Also 
spirits, when seen by eyes other than those of their infernal associates, present 
themselves conespondence in the beast which represents their particular 

lust and life, in aspect direful and atrocious ’* These are the Jinns of Northern 
Europe 

1 This exchange of salams was a sign of her being in safet}^ 

2 Arab '* Shawdhid,” meaning that heart testifies to heart 

3 j/, a live coal, afterwards called Zalzalah, an earthquake, see post, 

p 318 ** Wakhimah ” — an unhealthy land, and “ Shararah "=a spark 

4 I need hardly note the inscnptions upon the metal trajs sold to 
Europeans Thej are usually imitation words so that infidel eyes may not 
look upon the formulae of pra}er, and the same is the case wuth table-cloths, 
etc , showing a fancy Tohgra or Sultanic sign-manual 
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my lady, ^\hat be this feral and that oilier like unto him? By 
Allah, mine eye may not sulTer the sight of them,*' Kaniariyah 
laughed and answered, O my sister, that is my sire Al-Shisban 
and the otlicr is hight M,aymun the Sw'ordcr; and of the arrogance 
of their souls and their insolence, they consented not to change 
heir created shapes. Indeed, all of whom thou secst here arc 
laturc-fashioned like them; but on thine account they have 
:hanged favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the com- 
orling of thy mind, so thou niightcst become familiar with them 
ind be at thine case,'* Quoth Tohfah, O iny lady, verily I 
:annot look at them. How* frightful is this ^^a)mun wath his 
nonocular face * Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and 
ndecd I am in affriglit of him,’* Kainariyah laughed at her speech, 
ind Tohfah continued, By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my 
>}cw*ith the Iwain*^*’Then cried her father Al-Shisban to her, 
‘\Vhat be this laughing?** So she bespoke him in a tongue 
lone understood but they tw’O, and acquainted him with that 
.Uiich Tolifah had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious loud 
augh as it wxre the roaring thunder. Presently the) ate, and 
he t.ablcs were removed and they washed their hands; after 
.\hich Ibhs the Accursed came up to Tohfah and said to her, 
* O my lady, thou gladdenest the place and cnlightencst and 
jnbcllishest it wdth thy presence; but now^ fain would these 
vings hear somew*hat of thy singing, for Night hath dispread her 
unions for departure and there abidcth of it but a little,** Quoth 
;hc, “ Hcanng and obeying.’* So she took the lute, and touching 
ts strings wdth rare touch, played thereon after w‘ondrous wdse, 
>o that it seemed to those w*ho were present as if the palace 
airged like a wave wdth them for the music. Then she began 
anging and chanting these couplets:— 

Folk of my faith and oath, Peace with you be I • Quoth )c not 1 shall 
meet you, )ou meet me ? 

ril chide >ou softcnvisc than breeze o* mom, • Sweeter than spring of 
coolest clarity, 

r faith mmc c)clicl5 arc with tears chafed sore; ♦ ^fy \itals plain to 
)0u some cure to sec. 

My fnendsl Onr union to disunion changed * Was a)c my fear for 
*twas my certaint). 

ril ‘plain to Allah of all ills I bore; • For pine and yearning miser)* 
still I dree. 

I 11 , I cannot look at them long 

VOL. IX. ^ 
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The lungs of the Jann were moved to delight by that sweet sing 
mg and seemly speech and thanked Tohfah therefore; and Queen 
Kamariyah rose to her and threw her arms round her neck and 
kissed her between the eyes, saying, ‘‘ By Allah, Tis good, O my 
sister and coolth of mine eyes and core of my heart ’ ” Then said 
she, “ I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely sing¬ 
ing*’; and Tohfah answered with *‘To hear is to obey.” So she 
took the lute and playing thereon in a mode different from the 
former fashion, -sang these couplets — 

I, oft as ever grows the pine of me, ♦ Console my soul with hope thy 
sight to see. 

Haply shall Allah jom our parted lives, * E’en as my fortunes far from 
thee cast He 1 

Then ohl vho thrallest me bj' force of love— * Seii:^d by fond 
affection’s mastery, 

All hardships easy wa\ when thou art nigh; ♦ And all tlie far drai\s 
near vhen near thou be. 

Ahl be the Ruthful light to lover fond, ♦ Lo\edorn, ffame-v asted, 
readj^ Death to dree I 

Were hope of seeing thee cut off, my loved; ♦ After tlune absence 
sleep mine eyes would flee I 

I mourn no worldly joj^ance, my delight ♦ Is but to sight thee vhile 
tliou seest my sight 

At this the accursed Iblis was hugely pleased and thrust up 
his finger behind him,^ whilst Maymun danced and said, “ O 
Tohfat al-Sudur, soften the sound^, for, as pleasure entereth into 
my heart, it arresteth my breath and blood.” So she took the 
lute and altermg the tune, played a third air; then she returned to 
the first and sang these couplets :— 

The waves of >our” lo\e o’er my life have rolled ; » I sink while I see 
you all aid withhold • 

\ou have drowned my \’itais m deeps of your lo\e, * Nor can heart 
tind sprite for your loss be consoled 
Deem not I forget my troth after you: ♦ How forget what Allah 
decreed of old * ^ 

Love clings to the lover who nights in grief, * And ’plains of unrest 
and of woes ensouled. 


a diabolical way of clapping his hands in applause This 
of the Foul Fiend has an element of grotesqueness which is rather 
Chnstian than Moslem 

al-Saut,” w’hich may also mean either “ lower th\ \oice,” 
or change the air to one less touching ” 

3 " Your" for "th^ " 

4 i f , written on tiie ** Guarded Tablet" from all eternity. 
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'1 ht^ kin”S and all who wcie jnesent rejoiced m this with 
joy exccedinKh and the accursed Iblis came up to Tohfah and 
kis^ini^ her hand, saul to her, Wn\\ theie abuleth but little of 
the night; so tarry wnth us till the morrow, when we will apply 
ourselves to the wedding* and the circumcision.**' Then ail the 
]inn w'cnt .nvay, whereupon Tohfah lo-e to her feet and Ibhssaid; 


I Arab *'Al-*Ur'* wWl-Tuliur/' ^\h^ch can onI> mean, ‘Uhe \\tJding 
(uhicli docs not drop out of the tale) and the circumciston ” 

z 1 here propo'^c to consider at some lenqth tins cunous cuNtnm. which 
hv> prevailed amorn^sl so many widcU separated nicct> Circumcis’on was 
doubtless practiced irom .ages immemorial h) the ]>coplcs of Central Africa, 
and Welder found traces of U in a rnumnu of the with century B C The 
Jew-s boiTowcd It from the Uu\plian priesthood and made u a manner of 
incramenl, ** imcircumciscd ” be nq=:*'unbaptii>Ld,*' that is bad)anan,heretic, 
n was a ‘cal of rcconcilntion a siqn of alliance between the Creator and the 
Chorea People .a token of naiionahly jmpo cd upon the body }>oluic Thus 
U became a cruel and odious protestation aeamst tre brotherhood of man, and 
the cosmopolitan Romans derided tbe acrp-c ac \e'*pi 1 he Jews at>0 used 
the term figuiatucU as the *■ circumcision of fruits (Lev xn 23). and of the 
heart (iJem x 16): and the old law gi^es copious historical details of us 
ori’in and continuance Abraham was circumcised at n't 00, and did 
the same for his son and household (Gen \vu epc;) The rUc caiisril a 
reparation bcW*Len Moscs and hi 5 wife (Tsod n 25) It v as sus^xaded 
during the Desert Wandurings and was rc>um*'d h*. Joshua (\ 3-7) 

Among*^! the carh Christian^; opinio is couLcrnmc the utc duTered 
Although the rotincler'of Chri'^tmint) was circumcisc.d, : 5 t Paul, wJio aimed 
at a ciisuinjvsUtnn faith, di‘"Couraged It in the pluMca! phase St Augustine 
still Ml* lamed that the rite rcmoicd original'sin despue the rather*, who 
preceded and followed him, Justus, Tcrtiillian, Ambiose and others ihit it 
gradiialh lapsed into desuetude and wa*. prcscr\ed onl> m the outhing 
r..gions " Patilus Jovius and Munster found it practised in Ah>ssmia but as 
,n mark of nobihU confined to the dese^ ndnnts of “ Nicaulcs,quc^n of Sheba ’* 
'I he Ab>ssinians"still lollo.v the jews in performing the rile within eight da\s 
aitci* the birth, and bajUisc bo> s after fort) .and girls after eighty da)s When 
a circumcised man became a" Jew he was hied before three witnesses at the 
place where the prepuce had be'^n cut off, and this was called the ** Blood of 
alhanct ’* Apostate lews cflaccd the sign of circumcision so in i Malt 1 iC* 
fec’^-um sibi fin putia et rccc.v.eniiU a Testamento Saiicto Thus making 
prepuces was called b) the Hebrews Mebh(/oUm = recmitis. and there is an 
allusion to it la 1 Cor \ii iS, 19, pi) cTTifrn-mrf^at (Parrar. Paul. 11 70) St 
Jerome and others denj the posMbility, but MiniKau (Akropadie) relates 
now Isathcr Conning b) liniments of oil, suspending weights, and wearing the 
Mrg'i in a bo\ gained in 13 da}s 7J lines 'Ihe process is stiU practised by 
Armsnlans and other Chnstians who, comi-vellcd to Islamise, wish to return 
to Christianity 1 cannot, however, find a similar ariifue applied to a circum- 
ci‘'*,d clitoris The simplest form of circumcision is mere amputation of the 
prepuce, and X have noted {vol iv night ccccsK ) tb*' diftcrence between the 
Modem and the Jev ish ntc, the latter according to some bung supposed to heal 
in Iindlicr way. But the varieties of circumcision are immense Probably 
none is more terrible than that practised in the Prov mce Al-Asir, the old Ophir, 
lying south of Al-IIijdz, where it is callc<l SalUi, ht —scarification The 
patient, usually from ten to IweUc jear.. old, is placed wy^on raised ground, 
holding m right hand a spear, whose heel rests upon his foot and wliose point 
shews every tremour of the nerves The tribe stands about him to pass 
judgment on his fortitude, and the barber performs the operation with the 
Jumbijah-daggcr, sharp as a razor First he makes a shallow* cut, severing 
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“ Go ye up with Tohfah to the garden for the rest of the night/ 
So Kamanyah took her and went ^vith her into the garden, which 
contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and 


only the shm across the belly immediately below the navel and similar 
incisions down each groin, then he tears off the epidermis from the cuts 
downwards and flays the testicles and the penis, ending'wath amputation of 
the foreslvin ^Meanwhile the spear must not tremble, and m some clans the 
lad holds a dagger over the back of the stooping barber, crying, *' Cut and 
fear not!” AVhen the ordeal is over, he exclaims, "Allaho Akbar*” and 
attempts to walk tow^ards the tents, soon falling for pain and nerv ous exhaustion, 
but the more steps he takes the more applause he gains He is dieted with 
camel’s milk, the wound is treated with salt and turmeric, and the chances in 
his favour are about ten to one No body-pile or pecten ever grows upon the 
excoriated part, which preserv'es through life a hvid, ashen hue Whilst 
Mohammed Ah Pasha occupied the province he forbade " scarification ” 
under pam of impalement, but it was resumed the moment he left Al-Asir 
In Africa not only is circumcision indigenous, the operation vanes more or less 
in the different tribes In Dahome it is termed Addagwibi, and is performed 
between the twelfth and twentieth year The rough operation is made 
peculiar by a double cut abov e and below , the prepuce being treated in the 
Moslem, not the Jewish fashion (loc cU ) Heated sand is applied as a styptic, 
and the patient IS dieted with ginger-soup and warm drinks of ginger-water, 
pork being especially forbidden The Fantis of the Gold Coast circumcise m 
sacred places, f g , at Accra on a Fetish rock nsing from the sea The peoples 
of Sennaar, Taka, ^lasawwah and the adjacent regions follow the Abyssinian 
custom The barbarous Bissagos and Fellups of North-Western Guinea make 
cuts on the prepuce without amputating it, while the Baquens and Papels 
circumcise like Moslems The blacks of Loango are all verpae,” otherwise 
they v\ould be rejected by the women. The Bantu or Caffre tnbes are 
circumcised between the ages of fifteen and eighteen, the "Fetish boys,” as 
we call them, are chalked white and wear only grass belts: they live outside 
the \illages in special houses under an old ** medicme-man,” who teaches 
them not only vinle arts but also to rob and fight The " man-making ” may 
last five months, and ends in fetes and dances, the patients are washed in the 
river, they burn down their quarters, take now names, and become adults, 
donning a kind of straw thimble ov er the prepuce In :Madagascar three several 
cuts are made, causing much suffering The Poly nesians circumcise vihen child¬ 
hood ends and thus consecrate the fecundating organ to the Deity In Tahiti 
the operation is performed by the priest, and m Tonga only the pnest is 
exempt The Maones, on the other hand, fasten the prepuce ov’er the glans, 
and the w’^omen of the ^larquesas Islands have shewn great cruelty to ship¬ 
wrecked sailors who expose the glans Almost all the known Australian tribes 
circumcise after some fashion Bennett supposes the rite to have been 
borrowed from the Malays, while Gason enumerates the " Kurrawelhe vvonk- 
’ among the five mutilations of puberty Leichhardt found circumcision 
about the Gulf of Carpentaria and in the nv er-v alleys of the Robinson and 
1 lacarthur others observ ed it on the Southern Coast and among the savages 
noticed by Salvado James Dav\son tells us " Circum- 
ci untur pueri, etc , in Western Victoria Brough Smv th, who supposes the 
object is to limit population (?). describes on the Western Coast and in 
Central Australia the Corrobery "-dance and the operation performed with 
a quartz-flake Teichelmann details the nte in Southern Australia, where the 
assistants all men, women, and children being driven away—form a '* manner 

IS laid for circumcision He then 
iionnal two names, public and secret, and is initiated into the 
n ^ Australians also for Malthusian reasons 

produce an artificial hypospadias, while the Karens of New Guinea only split 
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nng-do\c and cuilcw,' and olher than Ihcbc of all the Umds. 
Therein were all manner of fruits . its channels^ a\cic of gold and 
silver, and the watci thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, %\as 
like the bellies of fleeing serpents, and, indeed, it \\as as it wore 
the Garden of Eden,^ Wlien Tohfah heiield this, she called to 
mind her lord and wept sore and said, ** I bc^ccch Allah the Most 
High to\ ouchs ife me speedy dcinerance, and return to my palace 
and to iny high estate, and quccndoin and glory, and reunion 
with my lord and master, Al-Rashid/’ Then she w’alked about 
that garden and saw in its midst a dome of wdntc marble, raised 
on columns of black teak w’hcrcto hung curtains purflcd with 
pearls and gems. Amiddleinost tins pavilion w‘as a fountain, 
inlaid with all Kinds of jacinths, and theicon a golden statue of 
a man, and bc'^idc it a little door. She opened the door and 
found herself in a long corridor; so she followed it and entered 
a Hainmam-bith walled with all kinds of costly marbles and 
floored wnth a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein w’cre four 
cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the 
bath was of glass colrnircd with all \anctiesof colours, such as 
confounded the understanding of those wdio have insight and 

the prepuce Ionj;mKhnaU> (Comuos, p 3f'0, Oct 187O)* the nuhqens of Port 
I.tncoln on the \NeM Coist split the wrgarenditur ucqiic ad urcthram a 
parte nifera penis lx.tv.ecn the .ves of twelve and foiut»'en, sa\s H J C\re m 
1^15 Mjssionarj bcliurmann declares that tnt\ open the urethra Gason 
de'>criht,s in the l 5 io\cnLtnbc the ojxiration **Kulpi. * which is iKrformedwhon 
tin beard is loni; cnoiii;h fm* l>in^ The member is placc<l upfjn a slab of tree 
bark, the urtthra is incistd with a quartr*fiakc mounted in a handle, and 
a splinter of birk is inserted to I cep the cut oixn Circumcibion was also 
\ novsn to the Ntw' World Herrera relates tint certain Mesicans cut off the 
cars and prepuce of the new [y-twrn child, caiwing manv to die 1 he Jew's did 
not adopt tfie ttmale circimicjsion of nj;>pt described b\ lluct on Ongen — 
Circumcisio feminarum fit rescctione rq? t e/K/i/js' (si\c chtondis) qua> pars in 
Anstraluim miihenbus ita cre^'cit ut ferro ei>t cocieenda ” Here wc ha%c the 
nnrnial confusion Ixitween tveision of the n>mph.e (iisuaU> for filniklion) and 
circumcision of the clitoris Hnicc notice■» this chiondcctom) among the 
Abvssiniaiis Werne describes the c'Cision on the Upper White Nile, and 
J ha\e noted the coinpheated oporaiioii among the Somali tubes GirJs 
in Hahome arc circvimci^td b> ancient femmes, and a woman m the 
natural state would be derided b> c\er)one (See my Mission to Daliome. 
11 159) The Australians cut out the clitoris, and as I have noted elsewhere 
evnfpate the o\ary for Malthusian purposes (Joiini Anthrop Inst , \ol 

Mii of tSS\) . , „ , , . 

J Arab ‘*Ka>rawfm** which is still the common name for curlew', the 
ixcwit and plover being called (onomatopoeticall}) “ Bibat ” and m Marocco 
Vahudi. certain impious Jews having been turned into the Vancllus Cnstatus 
which still wears the black skull-cap of the Hebrews 

2 Arab "Sawdki,” the leats which irrigate the ground and arc opened 
and closed with the fool 

3 'ihc eighth (m altUiule) of the manj-sloned Heavenb 
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amazed the wit of every \Mght. Tolifah entered the bath, after 
she had doffed her dress, and behold the Hammam-basin was 
overlaid uith gold set ^^^th pearls and red balasses and green 
emeralds, and other je^\els• so she extolled Allah Almight} 
and hallowed for the magi^ihcence of that which she 

saw of the appointments of that bath. Then she made her 
Wuzu-ablution in that basin and pronouncing the Prohibition,^ 
prayed the dawn«prayer and what else had escaped her of onsons"; 
after which she w^ent out and w'alked in thab garden among 
jessamine and lavender and roses and chamomile and gillyflowers 
and thyme and \doIets and basil ro}^!, till she came to the door of 
the pa\olion aforesaid. There she sat dowm, pondering that A\hich 
w^ould betide Ah Rashid after hei, when he should come to her 
apartment and find her not; and she plunged into the sea of her 
solicitude, till slumber overtook her and soon she slept. Presently 
she felt a breath upon her face, w^hereupon she awoke and found 
Queen Kamariyah Inssing her, and with her her three sisters, 
Queen Jamrah, Queen Wakhimah and Queen Shararah. So she 
arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost 
joy, and they ceased not, she and they, to talk and converse, what 
w^hile she related to them her history, from the time of her 
purchase by the IMaghrabi to that of her coming to the quarters 
of the slave-dealer, where she besought Ishak .al-Nadim to buy 
her,*^ and how’ she w’on union wuth Al-Rashid, till the moment 
when Ibhs came to her and brought her to them. They gave 
not o\ er talking till the sun declined and yellow’ed and the hour of 
its setting drew’ near and the day departed, whereupon Tohfah 
w’as urgent in supplication^ to Allah Almighty, on the occasion of 
the sundow’n-prayer, that he W’ould reunite her A\ith her lord 
Ai-Rashid. After this, she abode W’ith the four queens, till they 


1 Arab *' Ihramat h al-Salat/* j t , she pronounced the formula of Intention 
(Kiyai) v.nhout \\bich pra\er is not \alid, ending with Allaho Akbar=Allah 
IS All-great Thus she had clothed herself, as it were, in prajer, and had 
retired from the world pro temp 

2 1 f , the pra}ers of the last da> and night which she had neglected while 
in company with the Jmns The Hammam is not a pure place to pra> in. 
but the Farz or Koranic onsons should be recited there if the legal term be 
hard upon its end 

3 Sla\es, male as well as female, are as fond of talking over their sale as 
European dames enjoj looking back upon the details of courtship and marriage 

A, Arab “ Du*a,'’=:supplication, prajer, as opposed to “ Salat **=divine 
worship, "prajers” For the technical meaning of the latter see \ol in 
night ccliK I have objected to ^Ir Kedhoiise s distinction without a 
difference between Moslems worship and praver \ohintar) prajers are not 
prohibited to them, and their praises of the Lord, are mingled, as amongst all 
worshippers, with petitions 
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arose and entered the palaccj ^vherc she found the u«\\cn tapers 
lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver, and censing 
vessels of silver and gold filled vvitli lign-aloes and ambergii*;, and 
there were the kings of the Jann sitting So slic saluted them 
vnth the salam, kissing the cartli before them and doing them 
service; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight* Then she 
ascended the cstradc and sat down upon her chair, vv hi 1 st King 
Al-Shisban and King AI-Muefir ^ and Queen Luluah' and othei 
kings of the Jann sit on chairs, and they brought choice tables, 
spread vvnth all manner meats befitting royalties. They ate their 
fill; after which the tables were remov'cd and Ihcv vv ashed their 
hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the 
wine service and set on tasses and cups and ilagons and beakers 
of gold and silver and bowds of cij'stal and gold; and the}* poured 
out the wines and they filled the flagons. Then Ibhs took the 
bowl and signed to Tobfah to sing: and she said, “To heai is to 
obey I ” So she bent the lute in hand and tuning it, sang these 
couplets:— 

Drink wine, O yc lovers, I rede you alu Ay, * And praise Ins worth who 
loves night and day, 

’Mid the nivrtlc, narcissus and lavender, • And the scented heibs that 
bedeck the tray. 

So Ibhs the Damned drank and said, “ Brava, O desire of hearts I 
But thou owest me still another aria/’ Then he filled the cup 
and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, “ Hearkening and 
obedience,” and chanted these couplets .— 

Yc wot, 1 am wdiclmcd in despair and dcspight, « Yc dight me blight 
that delights vour sight; 

Your wone is between inv unrest and inj ejes, . Nor tears to melt 
>011, nor sighs have might. 

How oft shall I sue you for juslice, and >ou • With a pining death m\ 
dear lov c requite ^ 

But >our har^hne^s is duly, >our farncss near, • Your hate is Union, 
joui wrath is delight: 

Take >our fill of reproach as you will: you claim • All my heart, and 
I reck not of safety or blame 

All present were delighted, and the sitting-chamber was niov^ed 
like a w*avc with mirth, and Iblis said, “Brava, O Tohfat 
al-Sudur! ” Then they left not liquor-bibbing and rejoicing and 
making merry and tambounmng and piping till the night waned 


I Ai-Muzfir-^thc Twister, Zafiiir at-Jmn = Adiantiim capiUus venens 
Luluah^The Pearl, or Wild Hcifcr, sec vo! \u. night dcccclvi 
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and the dawn waxed near; and indeed exceeding delight entered 
into them. The most of them in mirth was the Shaykh Ibhs, and 
for the stress of that which befell him of joyance, he doffed all that 
was on him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tohfah, and 
among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths worth 
ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced, and 
thrust up his finger behind him, and bending his beard in hand, 
said to her, ‘‘ Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth 
and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.** So she 
improvised and sang these couplets :— 

Barbe of the olden, the one-eyed goat I ♦ What words shall thy foulness 
o’ deed denote ^ 

Be not of our praises so pompous-proud ♦ Thy worth for a dock-tail 
dog’s I wot 

By Allah, to-morrow shall see me drub ♦ Thy nape with a cow-hide* 
and dust thy coat 1 

All those present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and wondered 
at the Witt mess of her visnomy^ and her readiness in versifying, 
whilst the Shaykh himself rejoiced and said to her, ** 0 Tohfat 
al-Sudur, verily, the night be gone; so arise and rest thySelf 
ere the day, and to-morrow there shall be naught save weal.’* 
Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who 
were present of guards, and Tohfah abode alone, pondering the 
case of Al-Rashid, and bethinking her of how it went with him 
after her going, and of what had betided him for her loss, till 
the dawn lightened, when she arose and walked about the palace. 
Suddenly she saw a handsome door, so she opened it and found 
herself in a flower-garden finer than the first—ne’er saw .eyes 
of seer a fairer than it When she beheld this garth, she was 
moved to delight, and she called to mind her lord Al-Rashid and 
wept with sore weeping and cried, “I crave of the bounty 
of Allah Almighty that my return to him and to my palace 
and to my home may be nearhand * ” Then she walked about 
the parterres till she came to a pa\ahon, high-builded of base 
and wide of space, never espied mortal nor heard of a grander 
than it. So she entered and found herself in a long corridor, 
which led to a Hammam goodlier than that aforetime described, 
and its cisterns were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth 

1 Arab *‘ Bi jildi 'l-bakar ” I hope that captious critics will not find 
fault with my rendering, as they did in the case of Fals ahmar=ared cent, 
\o\ 1 night xx\i 

2 Arab " Farasah ”5=lit knowing a horse Arabia abounds m tales 
illustrating abnormal powers of observation I have noted this in vol vi 
night dccciwMi 
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1 ohf.ih, “Extolled be Allah! Indeccl, ihis^ ib none other than a 
mighty gieat king.** Tlien she pulled ofT her clothes and washed 
lier body and made her Ghusl-ablution of the whole person- and 
prayed that \\hich was due from her of prayer fioin the evening 
of the pre\ lous da\ A When the sun rose upon the gate of the 
garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was 
therein of all manner blooms and streams, and hoard the \oices 
of Its birds, she marvelled at what she beheld of the raienesbof 
its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition, and sat nuiMng 
o\er the case of Al-Kashul and pondering what was come of him 
after her. Her tears coursed dowm her cliceks, and the 7ephyi 
bkwv on her; so she slept and knew' no more till she suddenly 
felt a breath on her sidc-facc, whereat she awoke in a fright and 
found Queen Kamariyah kissing her, and she was accompanied 
by her sisters, who said, “ Rise, for the sun hath «^et.** So 
Tolif.ih arose and making the Wuzu-nblulion, prayed her due of 
prayers* and accompanied the foui queens In the palace, w’here 
she saw the wax candles lighted and the king'; silting She 
saluted them with the ‘^nlam and *5catcd herself upon her couch ; 
and behold, King Al-Shisban had shifted Ins semblance, for all 
the pride of his soul. Then came up Ibhs (whom Allah damn ‘) 
and Toll kill rose to him and kissed his h.inds. He also kissed 
her hand and bles'^ed her and asked, “ How' deeinest thou ? Is 
not tins place pleasant, for all its dcsciledness and desolation ^ ** 
Answered she, “None may be desolate in tins place”; and he 
cried, “ Know that this is a site whose soil no mortal dare tread’*; 
but she rejoined, “ I have dared and trodden it, and this is one of 
thy many fa\ours.*’ Then they brought tables and dishes and 
Hands and fruits and sweetmeats and other matters, whose 
description passeth powers of mortal man, and they .itc their 
sufficiency; aftci which the tables wxre removed and the desseit- 
trays and platters set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons 
and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sw'ect- 
scented flow'cis. The first to raise the bowd w'as Ihhs the 
Accursed, wdio said, “O Tohfat abSudur, sing o\er my cup.” 
So she took the lute and touching it, Ccarolled these couplets .— 
WaUe yc, Ho sleepers all I and take your joy • Of Time, and boons he 
dcigntd to bestow; 


Ilf, the ov’ncr of this palace 

2 She made the Ghusl not because she had had connection with a man, 
but because the impurity of Satan's presence called for tiie major ablution 

before prayer ^ t r 1 

3 I f , she conjoined the pravers of mphtfall with those of dawn 

4 I f , those of mid-day, mid-aficrnoon and sunset 
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Then hail the Wine-bride, dram the winc-ptisane « Which poured from 
flagon, flows with flaming glow: 

O Cup-boy, serj^c the wine, bring round the red^ * Whose draught 
gives all W'C hope for here below' * 

WhaCs worldly pleasure save my lady’s face, * Draughts of pure wane 
and song of inusico? 

So Iblis drained his bowl and, when he had made end of his 
draught, waved his hand to Tohfah; then, throwing off that 
which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. The suit 
would have brought ten thousand dinars, and with it was a tray 
full of jewels worth a mint of money. Presently he filled again 
and gave the cup to his son Ai-Shisban, who took it from his 
hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there 
was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her, O Tohfah, 
sing thou somewhat upon these loses,’* She replied, Hearken¬ 
ing and obedience,” and chanted these two couplets;— 

It proves my price o’er all the flowers that I * Seek you each year, yet 
stay but little stouud : 

And high my vaunt I’m dy^d by my lord ^ Whom Allah made the best 
e’er trod on ground - 

So AbShisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, Brava, 
O desire of hearts * ” and he bestowed on her that was upon him, 
to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great unions and 
rubies and purfled wdth precious gems, and a tray wherein were 
fifty thousand dinars Then Maymun the Sworder took the cup 
and began gazing intently upon Tohfah. Now there was in his 
hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, Sing thou some¬ 
what, O queen of mankind and Jinn-kind upon this pomegranate- 
flower , for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.” Quoth 
she, “To hear is to obe}^”; and she improvised and sang these 
couplets:— 

Breathes sw'cet the xephyr on fair parterre; « Robing lute in the 
flamings that fell from air: 

And moaned from the boughs with its cooing rhyme * Voice of ring- 
do\ es, plaining their love and care : 

The branch dresses in suit of fine sen dal green * And in wdne-bues , 
borrow ed from bloom Gulnare.® 


Thf* preferred for the monung draught 

often*delighted m women and perfumes Persian poetry 
^ For vhich, before white, w’as d} ed red by bis sweat. 

dcc\\.\>\ cf Julnar—Boron’s “Gulnare ”—see vol v night 

Persian4r^o t ongm, Gul (Arab Jul) m 

, and Anar, a pomegranate, which in Arabic becomes N5r=fire 



5^5 


21 Talc i»f (Ih Divnsil Tohfai dl-Kitluh 

Maynnin the S\\order diained his bowl and said to her, “Brava, 
O peifcclion of qualities^'' Then he signed to her and was 
absent awhile, after which he leturncd and with him a tra} of 
jewels woilh an hundred thousand ducats, wduch he ga\c to 
Tohfah. Thcioupon Kaniaruah arose and bade her sia\e-girl 
open the clo-et behind the Songstress, wherein she laid all that 
wealth; and coniniitled the key to her, sa\ing, “Whatso of 
riches cometh to thee, laj thou in this closet that is by thy side, 
and after the festivities?, it shall be borne to thy palace on the heads 
of the Jinn.*' 'J'ohfah kissed her hand, and another king, by 
name Munir,' look the bowl and filhng it, said to her, “0 felly* 
Fair, sing to me over my bowl somcwdial upon the jasmine.’' 
She replied %\ith, “ Hearkening and obedience,” and improvised 
these couplets:— 

’Twere as though the Jasmine (\shcn self ‘-he enrobes • On hex bouchs) 
doth di^pla\ to in\ wondering e>ne ; 

In sk\ of green l)<*n I, Inch Beauty enclothcs • Star-groups like studs 
of the mine. 

Munir drank ofT his cup anti ordered her eight hundred thousand 
dinars, whereat Kamariyah rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed 
Tohfah on her face and said to her, “ ] 3 e the w’oild iicNcr 
bereaved of thee, O thou who lordcst it over the hearts of Jinn- 
kind and mankind ’ ” Then she returned to her place, and the 
Shaykh Ibhs arose and danced, till all present were confounded; 
after which the Accursed said, “ Vcnly, thou embelhshcst my 
festnities, O thou wdio commandest men anti Jinn and rejoicest 
jhcir liearls wnth Diy loveliness and the beauty* of thy faithfulness 
to Ihv lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee m 
thy pal ace and placed at thy seiwucc; but now* the daw*n is near- 
hand ; so do thou rise aud rest thee according to thy custom.” 
Tohfah turned and found witli her none of the Jinn; so she Jaid 
her head on the floor and slept till she had gotten hei repose; 
after which she arose .ind, betaking herself to the lakelet, made 
the Wu/u-ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the water 
awhile and meditated the matter of her lord Al-Rashid, and that 
which ha<l betided him after her loss and w*ept with sore weeping. 
Presently, she heard a blowing behind her’^; so she turned and 


X j f, Ihc bnUiant,” the enlightened 

2 j r,, the moral beaut\. 

3 A phenomenon well known to spirUuah‘;ls and to ‘‘The Hou*;c and the 
Haunter'* An old Dutch factory near Hungarian rmme is famed for this 
mode of “obsession * the inmates hear the sound of fooifaUs, etc, behind 
mem, especially upon ihc stair:*, and see nothing 
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behold, a Head without a body and ^\ith eyes sht endlong* it was 
of the bigness of an elephant’s skull and bigger, and had a mouth 
as it were an oven and projecting canines as they were grapnels, 
and hair which trailed upon the ground So Tohfah cried, “ I 
take refuge with Allah from Satan the Stoned * and recited the 
Two Preventives^, \\hat 'while the Head drew near her and said, 
Peace be \vith thee, O Princess of Jinn and men and union- 
pearl of her age and her time ^ Allah continue thee on life, for all 
the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Iniam^^ ** 
She replied, “And upon thee be Peace, O thou whose like I have 
not seen among the Jann ' ” Quoth the Plead, “ We are a folk 
w*ho ma}^ not change their favours and we are bight Ghuls 
mortals summon us to their presence, but w^e cannot present 
ourselves before them without leave. As for me, I have gotten 
leave of the Shaykh Abu al-Taw*aif to appear before thee, and I 
desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy 
palace and question its Haunters® concerning the plight of thy 
lord after thee and return to thee, and laiow% 0 Tohfat al-Sudur, 
that betwxen thee and thy lord be a distance of fifty years' 
journey for the hona-fide traveller,” She rejoined, “ Indeed, thou 
gne\est me anent him betwxen 'whom and me is fifty gears’ 
journey ”, but the Head* cried to her, “ Be of good cheer and of 
eyes cool and clear, for the sovrans of the Jann wall restore thee 
to him in less than the twunkhng of an e 3 x,*’ Quoth she, “ I 
will sing thee an bundled songs, so thou wult bnng me news of 
ni}" lord and that v/hich be tided him after me.” And quoth 
the Head, “Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so 
I may go to thy lord and fetch thee tidings of him, for that 1 
desire, before I go, to beat thy voice, so haply thirst® may 
be quenched ” So she took the lute and tuning it sang these 
couplets — 


^ I The t\\ o short Koranic chapters, The Da> break (c\m ) and The Men 
(cxi\ and last) e\identU so called Irom the words wdneh occur m both (\erset5 
1, I take refuge with ’*) These *■ Ma’uzatdni," as thej are called, are recited 
as talismans or pre\ entu es against evil, and are w orn as amulets inscribed on 
parchment, thej are also often used in the five canonical praj ers I have 
translated them m \ ol ui night cl\xvj 

2 The antistes or fugleman at pra^ er w’ho leads off the orisons of the con¬ 
gregation . and applied to the Caliph as the head of the faith Seeiol u 
night Kwi and vol lu night ccLwv 

3 Arab '* Ummar," i ^ , the Jinn, the “ spiritual creatures’* which walk 
this earth, and other non-humans who occupy it 

4 A parallel to this bodiless Head is the Giant Face, w Inch appears to 
traxellers (who expect it) in the Lower Yalle\ of the Indus See Smd 
Ke-\isited, 11 155 

5 Arab “Ghahli” 


= my 3 earning 
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1 hey I^avc innrchctl, >ct no empty stead left they ♦ Tliey are gone, nor 
iicart grieves me tint fled be tliey: 

M> heart forebode the berenx.il of friends: • Allah ne’er bcrca\csteads 
Mherefrom sped be they! 

Tliough they Ind the stations where led 'were lhe\\ » I’ll follow till stars 
fall in disarra)*! 

Ye slumlwr, but ^\ake -^hall ne’er fly these hds; * *Tis 1 boar what y o 
never bore—wclbav ay t 

It had irked them not to farewell who fates « ^VIlh the parting fires 
that my heart way lay. 

My fneudSt* your meeting to me is much • But more is the patting 
befell us Iway*: 

You’re my heart’s delight, or you present be * Or absent, with you is 
nu’ soul for ay e 1 

Thereupon the Head wept exceeding sore and cried, ‘*Oniy lady, 
indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and 1 have naught hut my 
life; so*lake it.” She replied, “Nay, an I but knew that thou 
wouldbt bring me news of lord AbRaslnd, 'twcrc fainer to me 
than the reign of the \vorId’^; and the Head answered her, “It 
shall be done as thou do sire st.” Then it disappeared, and return¬ 
ing to her at the last of the night, said, “ O my lady*, know that I 
ha\e been to thy palace and have questioned one of its Haunter*^ 
of the of the Commander of the Faithful, and that which 
befell him after thee, and he said —When the Prince of True 
J3elic\ers came to Tohfah’s apartment and found her not and satv 
no sign of her, he InifTetcd his face and head and rent his raiment. 
Now there was in thy chamber the Castrate, the chief of thy^ 
houseliold, and the Caliph cned out at him, saying:—Bring me 
Ja’afar the Barmaki and his father and brother at this very 
moment! The Eunuch went out, bewildered in his wdt for fear 
of the King, and wdicn he stood in presence of Ja’afar he said to 
him. Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy 
father and thy brother. So they' arose m haste and betaking 
themselves to the picsencc, said, O Prince of True Believers, 
ivhat may be the matter? Quoth he, There is a matter wduch 
passeth description. Know that I locked the door and, taking 
the key with me, betook myself to my uncle’s daughter, with 
xvhom I lay the night, hut, when I arose in the morning and 
came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tohfah. Quoth 
Ja’afar.—O Commander of the Faithful have patience, for that 
the damsel hath been snatched aw'ay, and needs must she return, 
seeing that she took the lute vvith her, and 'tis her owm lute 


I Arab "Ahbibu-nd’* plur. for singular r- my belo.cd 
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The Jinns have assuredly earned her off, and we trust in Allah 
Almighty that she will return. Cried the Caliph .—This^ is a 
thing which may nowise be ^ And he abode in her apartment, nor 
eating nor drinking, while the Barmecides besought him to fare 
forth to the folk; and he weepeth and tarneth on such fashion 
till she shall return. This, then, is that which hath betided him 
aftci thee/' When Tohfah heard his words, they ere grievous 
to her and she wept vith sore weeping; whereupon quoth the 
Head to her, “ The relief of iVllah the ^^lost High is nearhand , 
but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.” So she took the 
lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. The Head e\- 
claimed, “ By Allah, thou hast been bountiful to me, the Lord 
be with thee^” Then it disappeared and the season of sundown 
came * so she rose and betook herself to her place in the hall; 
whereupon behold, the candles sprang up from under the earth 
and kindled themselves Then the kings of the Jann appeared 
and saluted her and kissed her hands and she greeted them with 
the salam. Presently appeared Kamariyah and her three sisters, 
and saluted Tohfah and sat down; whereupon the tables were 
brought and they ate; and when the tables were removed there 
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tohfah took 
the lute, and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to 
the Songstress. Now she had in her hand a violet, so Tohfah 
improvised these couplets:— 

I’m clad in a leaf-cloak of green; * In an honour-robe ultramanne: 

I’m a wcQ thing of lo\eIicst mien • But all flowers as my "v assals are 

seen: 

An Rose title her “ Hom-pridc,” I ween * Nor before me nor after she’s 

Queen. 

The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tohfah a dress 
of cloth-oLpearl, fringed with led rubies, worth twenty thousand 
ducats, and a tray whereon were ten thousand sequms. All this 
while Llaymun’s eye was upon her, and presently he said to her, 
“ Harkye, Tohfah 1 sing to me.” But Queen Zalzalah cned 
out at him, and said “ Desist,^ O ^laymun. Thou sufferest not 
Tohfah to pay heed to us ” Quoth he, “I will have her sing to 
me”: and many words passed between them and Queen Zalzalah 
cned aloud at him Then she shook and became lilce unto the 
Jinns, and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said' to him, “ Fie 

Ilf, her return 

1 ** bt return * but here meaning to stop It is much used 

Igr donkej-bojs from Cairo to Fez m the sense of ** Get out of the 
Hence the Spamsh arre ^ which ga\e rise to amero = a camer^'a muleteer 
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upon thee 1 Whtil art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus ^ 
By Allah, but for the lespcct clue to kings and my fear of troubling 
the session and Ihefestnal and the mind of the Sha3lvh Ibhs, 1 
would assured!}" beat the folly out of thy head 1 When Ma} nuin 
heard thc^c her A\ord^» he rose, \Mth the fire shooting from his 
eyes, and said, “ O daughter of Iinkik, wliat .irt thou that thou 
^ shouldst outiage me ^\ith the like of this talk^’' Replied she, 
** Woe to thee, O dog of the jmn, knowest thou not thy place? ** 
So sa\ing, she ran at him, and oflercd to stnkc him with the 
mace, but the Shaykh Ibhs arose and casting his turband on the 
ground, cned, “Out on thee, O ^^aymun 1 Thou dost always 
a\ith us on this a\ isc Wheresoc\ cr tliou art present, thou troiiblest 
our pleasure 1 Canst thou not hold thy peace until thou go forth 
of the festival, and this brideTeasl be accomplished ? When the 
circumcision is at an end and yo all icturn to your duellings, then 
do as thou wiliest. Fie upon thee, O Mayinun ^ Wottest thou not 
th it Imkik IS of the chiefs of the Jinn ’ But for my good name, 
thou shouldsl ha\c seen what would have Iietkicd thee of humilia¬ 
tion and chastisement; yet on account of the festival none may 
speak. Indeed thou cxceedest: dost tliou not ken that hei sister 
Wakhiniah is doughtier* than any of the Jann^ Learn to know 
thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life ? So Ma} niiin was 
silent and Iblis turned to Tohfah and s^dd to her, “ Sing to the 
kings of the Jams this day and to-mght until the morrow, when 
the boy will he ciicuiuciscd and each shall return to Ins own 
place.” Accordingly she took the lute, and Kamariyah said to 
her (now’ she had a citron in hand), “ O my sister, sing to me 
somewhat on tins citron,” Tohfah replied, “To hear is to obey,” 
and improvising, sang these couplets *— 

I’m a dome of fine gold and right cunningly dight; • And my sueetness 
of } oath gladdeth every sight * 

2^1 y vine is ever the drink of Kings ♦ And I’m fittest gift to the friendliest 
sprite. 

At this Queen Kamariyah rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
drained her cup, crying, “ Brava ^ O thbu choke Gift of hearts ^ ” 
Furthermore, she look off a sleeved robe of blue brocade, fringed 
with red rubies, and a necklace of white jcw’cls, w’ortli an hundred 
thousand ducats, and gave them to Tohfah. Then she passed 
the cup to her sister Zaixalah, who hent m her hand herb basil, 
and she said to Tohfah, “ Sing to me somewdiat on this basiL” 


I Arab "Afras,*‘ht *= a better horseman. 
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She replied, ** Hearing and obeying/’ and improvised and sang 
these couplets.— 

the Queen of herbs in the stance of wine ♦ And in Heaven Na’im 
are my name and sign , 

And the best are promised, in garth of Khuld, ♦ Repose sweet scents 
and the peace divine i: 

What prires then with my piicc shall vie ? ♦ What rank even mine, 
in all mortal’s eyuc ? 

Thereat Queen Zalzalah rejoiced with joy exceeding, and bidding 
her treasuress bung a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets 
and the same number of earrings, all of gold, crusted with jewels 
of price, whose like nor mankind nor Jinn-kind possessed, and an 
hundred robes of van-colouied brocades and an hundred thousand 
ducats, gave the whole to Tohfah, Then she passed the cup to 
her sister Shararah, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so 
she took it from her and turning to the Songstress, said to her, 
Tohfah, sing to me somewhat on this/’ She replied, 
Hearkening and obedience,’' and improvised these couplets:— 

With tlic smaragd wand doth my form compare; * *Mid the finest 
flowers my worth’s rarest rare : 

My eyes are likened to Beauty’s eync, # And my gaze is still on the 
bright partiirre. 

When she had made an end of her song, Shararah was moved to 
delight exceeding and, dunking off her cup, said to her, Brava, 
O thou choice Gift of hearts I ” Then she ordered her an hundred 
dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand ducats, and passed 
the cup to Queen Wakhimah. Now she had in her hand some¬ 
what of Nu’uman’s bloom, the anemone; so she took the cup 
from her sister and turning to the Songstress, said to her, “0 
Tohfah, sing to me on tins.” Quoth she, “ I hear and I obey,” 
and improvised these couplets — 

I’m a dye was dj'cd by the Ruthful’s might ; * And all confess me the 
goodliest sight: 

I began in the dust and the clay, but now « On the cheeks of fair 
women I rank by right 

Therewith Wakhimah rejoiced uith joy exceeding and, drinking 
off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Roumf brocade and a 
tray wherein were thirty thousand ducats. Then she gave the 
cup to Queen Shu’a’ah,^ Regent of the Fourth Sea, who took 

1 A somewhat crippled quotation from Koran Ivi 87-8S “As for him who 
is of those brought near unto Allah, there shall be for him easance and basil 
and a Garden of Delights (Na’im) ” 

2 t r , Queen Sunbeam 
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it and said, " O iny lady Tohfali, tin" to me on the gillyflower," 
She replied, “Hearing and obeying,” and impro\ised these 
couplets:— 

The tune of my presence ne’er draws to a close, • Amid all ^vl^osc 
jo^ance ^\ilh mirth o’or^lo^\s ; 

When topers gather to sit at ^Mnc * Or in nighlh shade or ^\hcn 
morning siiou s, 

I filch from the flagon to fill the bowls • And the crystal enp where the 
wine beam glows. 

Queen Shu’a’ah rejoiced with joy exceeding and, emptying her 
cup, ga\e Tohfah an hundred thousand ducats. Then up sprang 
Ihlis (wliom Allah curse and cried, “ Verily, the dawn 
hghtcnelh”; whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of 
them, and there abode not one of them sa\c the Songstress, who 
w'cnt forth to the garden and, entering the Hainmam, made her 
Wuzu-ablulions and prayed whatso lacked her of prayers. Then 
she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to 
her near an hundred thousand green birds, wdiich filled the 
branches of the trees with their multitudes, and tlie}* warbled in 
various \oiccs, whilst Tohfah marvelled at their fashion. Sud¬ 
denly appeared eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, studded wnth 
pearls and gems and jacinths, both white and red, and having 
four step'^ of gold, together with many carpets of sendal and 
brocade and Coptic cloth of silk sprigged with gold; and all 
these they spread in the centre of the gniden, and, setting up 
the thione thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk, Nadd' 
and ambergris. After that there came a queen; never save 
c^es a fairer than she nor than her qualities; she was robed 
in rich raiment, broidercd with pearls and gems, and on her 
head was a crown set with vanous kinds of unions and jewels. 
Aliout her were fnc hundred slave-girls, Ingh-bosomed maids, as 
they were mnnns, screening her, right and left, and she among 
them like the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the 
most worthy of them in majesty and dignity. She ceased not 
walking till she came to Tohfah, whom she found ga/mg on her 
in amareincnt, and when the Songstress saw her turn to her, she 
rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed 
ground between her hands. The queen rejoiced in her and 
putting out her hand to her, drew* iier to herself and seated her by 
her side on the couch; wheicupon the Songsticss kissed her 
hands, and the queen said to her, “ Know, O Tohfah, that all 

I Sec vol 1 nr?:ht \xv for this compound perfume which contains 
ambergris, and other essences 
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which thou treadest of these carpets belongeth not to any of the 
Jinn, Nvho may never tread them without thy leave,^ for that I am 
the queen of them all and the Shaykh Abu al-Taw'aif Iblis sought 
my permission to hold festivaP and prayed me urgently to be 
present at the circumcision of his son. So I despatched to him, 
in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, namely, Shu’u’ah, Queen 
of the Fourth Sea, wdio is vice-reine of my reign. When she wrs 
present at the w edding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she 
sent to me, informing me of thee and setting forth to me thy 
grace and amiability, and the beauty of thy breeding and thy 
courtesy.® So I am come to thee, for that w^hich I have heard of 
thy charms, and hereby I do thee a mighty great fa\oiir in the 
eyes of all the Jann.^’* Thereupon Tohfah arose and kissed the 
earth, and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So 
she sat down and the queen called for food; w^hen they brought a 
table of gold, inlaid wdth pearls and jacinths and jew'els and bear¬ 
ing kinds manifold of birds and Auands of various hues, and the 
queen said, “ O Tohfah, in the name of Allah! Let us eat bread 
and salt together, I and thou/’ Accordingly the Songstress came 
forw^ard and ate of those meats, and found therein someivhat the 
like whereof she had never eaten; no, nor aught more delicious 
than it, w^hile the slave-girls stood around the table, as the ivhite 
compasseth the black of the eye, and she sat conversing and 
laughing with the queen. Then said the lady, “ O my sister, a 
slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst:—^Hoiv loathly is what 
yonder Jinni iMa^^mun eateth®!” Tohfah replied, “By Allah, 0 
my lady, I have not any e^’e that can look at him,® and indeed I 
am fearful of him/’ When the queen heard this, she laughed till 
she fell backwards and said, “ O my sister, by the might of the 
gra^ung upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of Allah, I 
am queen over ail the Jann, and none dare so much as cast 
on thee a glance of the eye**; w’hereat Tohfah kissed her 
hand. Then the tables W’cre removed and the twain sat talk¬ 
ing. Presently up came the kings of the jinn firom ever}' side, 
and kissed ground before the queen and stood in her service, 
and she thanked them for this, but moved not for one of 

^ can hardly see the sequence of this or nbat the carpets ba\etodo 

2 Here, as before, some insertion has been found necessar) 

3 Arab ** Dukhulah lit =: th> entering, entrance, becom.rg famihar 

4 Ur m this there shall be to thee great honour o\ er all the jmn ^ 

^ amends the text, “How loathly is 30nder Gemc ^ 

.ueimoun» There is no eating (in his presence) **; referring back lo p 305 

0 * r cannot bear to see himl 
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them. Then appeared the Shaikh Abu a^Ta^^aif Iblis (Allah 
curse him ’) and lusbcd the earth before her, saying, “ O my 
lady, may I not be bereft of these stepsM*' She replied, **0 
Shaykh Abu abTawaif, it beho\cth thee to thank the bounty 
of the Lady Tuhfah, 'who Avas tlie cause of my coming.*’ 
Rejoined he, “ Thou sayest sooth,” and kissed ground. Then 
the queen fared on towards the palace, and there arose and 
rdighted upon the trees an lumdrcd thousand birds of manifold 
hues The SongstrCsSS asked, ** How many are these birds ? ” and 
Queen Wakhmiah answ ered her, Know% O my sister, that this 
queen is bight Queen al-Shahba- and that she is queen over ail 
the Jann from East to West. These birds thou scest are of her host, 
and unless they appear in this shape, earth \Yould not be wide 
enough for them. Indeed, they came foith with her and arc pre¬ 
sent wdtii her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee 
after the measure of that whicli hath been given to thee from the 
fust of the festival to the last thereof®; and indeed she honoureth 
us ail with her presence.” Then the queen entered the palace and 
sat dowm on the couch of the circumcibion^ at the upper end of 
the hall, whereupon Tohfah took the lute and pressing it to her 
breast, touched its stnngs suchwisc that the w'lts of all present 
weic bewildered, and Shaykh Ibhs cried to her, “O my lady 
Tohfah, I conjure thee, b}’ the life of this noble queen, sing for me 
and prai‘>e thyself and cross me not.” Quoth she, ** To hear is to 
obey; still, but for thine adjuration, I had not done this. Say me, 
doth an) praise hinibclf ? What manner thing is this ? *’ Then 
she improvised these couplets.— 

In all fetes I’m Choice Gift^ to the nunstrel-raco , 

Fulk attest my worth, rank and my pride of place, 

\\ hile Fame, merit and praises with honour cngraco. 

Her Acrscs pleased the kings of the Jann and they cried, ** By 
Allah, thou sayst sooth I ” Then she rose to her feet, bending lute 
in hand, and played and sang, w’hilst the jinns and the Sha)kh 
Abu al-TawMif danced. Presently the Father of the Tnbes came 
up to her bussing her bosom, and gave her a Brahmam^ carbuncle 


1 I f “ Ma) thy visits ticker fail me! ” 

2 Ash*coloured^ V crging ujxin while 

3 r f , ** she wil! double thy store of presents 

j The Arab bo), who. unlike the Jew, is circumcised long after infanc> 
and often in his teens, thus making the ceremony conform after a fasluon with 
our''Confirmation,” is displajed before being operated upon, to family and 
friends, and the seal is a couch covered with the richest tapcotiy. bo far 
3t resembles the bnde-throne. 

Q It, Hindu, Indian 
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he had taken from the hidden hoard of Y^fis bin Nuh^ (on whom 
be the Peace), and which was worth the reign of the world, its 
light was as the sheen of the sun, and he said to her, ^‘Take this 
and be equitable therewith to the people of the world She 
kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, “ By Allah, this 
befitteth none save the Commander of the Faithful.” Now Queen 
Al-Shahba laughed with delight at the dancing of Iblls and she 
said to him, “ By Allah, this is a goodly pavane!” He thanked 
her for this and said to the Songstress, “ O Tohfah, there is not on 
earth’s face a skilfuller than Ishak abNadim®; but thou art more 
skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a 
time and have shown him positions* on the lute, and there has 
betided me with him that which betided. Indeed, the story of my 
dealings with him is a long one, but this is no time to repeat it, 
for now I would show thee a shift on the lute, whereby thou shalt 
be exalted over all folk,” Quoth she, Do what seeineth good to 
thee.” So he took the lute and played thereon a wondrous play¬ 
ing vnth rare du isions and mar\^ellous modulations, and showed 
her a passage she knew not; and this Avas goodlier to her than all 
that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing 
thereon, sang and presently returned to the passage which he had 
shown her ; and he said, “ By Allah, thou singest better than 11 ” 
As for Tohfah, it became manifest to her that her former practice 
was all of it wrong, and that what she had learnt from the Shaykh 
Abu al-Tawaif Iblis was the loot and foundation of all perfection 
in the art and its modes. So she rejoiced in that which she had 
^Yon of skill in touching the lute far more than in all that had 
fallen to her lot of wealth and honour-robes, and kissed the ]\Iaster’s 
hand. Then said Queen Al-Shahba, “ By Allah, 0 Shaykh, my 
sister Tohfah is indeed singular among the folk of her time, and I 
hear that she singeth upon all sweet-smelling blooms.” Iblis 
replied, “ Yes, O my lady, and I am in extremest w^onderment 
thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sw^eet-scented flowers, 
which she hath not besung, such as myrtle and tuberose and 
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.” Then the Shaykh 
signed to her to sing someAvhat upon the rest of the flowers, that 
Queen Al-Shabba might hear, and she said, “ Heanng and obe)- 


1 Japhet, son of Noah 

2 Irtlr Pajne translates, "Take this and glorify thj self ^\ ithal o\ er th® 
peoj^e of the \vorld '* His reading certainly makes better sense, but I do not 
see how tlm text can carry the meaning He also omits the bussing of the 
bosom, probably from artistic reasons 

3 skit at Ishak, making the Devil praise him See\ol v night dcKx^n 

4 Arab " Maw azi’” (plur ofMauza*)=ht places, shifts, passages 
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So she took the lute and placed thereon in many inodes, 
then rctunied to the fust and sang these couplets:— 

Tni one of the lover retinue ♦ Whom long pine and patience ha\c 
doomed me: 

And sufferance of parting from kin and friends * Hath clothed me, O 
folk, in IhU \cllou Juic . 

Then, after the joyance had passed ana}*, « Heart-break, abasement, 
and cark I knew, 

Through the long, long day when the lift is light, * Nor, when night is 
murk, my pangs cca^^^e pursue: 

So, *t\M\t fairest hope and unfailing fear, • M> bitter tearb ever How 
anew. 

Thereat Queen Al-Shahba rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
cried, Brava, O queen of delight 1 No one is able to describe 
thee. Sing to us on the Apple.'* Quoth I'ohfali, ** Hearkening 
and obedience/' Then she recited these couplets — 

1 mrpa'^s all forms in iny coquetrv’ • Tor mine inner woith and mine 
outer blcc, 

Tend me noble bands in the sight of all * And *^Iakc with pure waters 
the thirst of me ; 

M\ robe IS of scndal, and eke my veil • Is of sunlight the Ruthful hatl 
hidden he: 

When iny fair companions are marched afar, •In sorrow fro' liome 
they are forced to flee * 

Hut noble hands deign hearten iny heart • With beds where I sit m my 
high degree 

And wlicrc, like full moon at its rise, my light * 'Mid the gaidcn fiuits 
thou shalt over see. 

Outeii AbShahba rejoiceil in this with exceeding jo} and cried, 
‘*Bra\a’ By Allah, there is none cxcelleth thee.” Tohfah 
kissed the giound, then returned to her place and Nersified on the 
Tuberose, sa% ing *— 

Tm a marvel-bloom to be worn on head ! • Though a stranger among 
you fro’ home I fled : 

Make use of wine in in\ company * And flout at Tune who m languish 
sped. 

lAcn so doth camphor my hue attest, * O my loids, as I stand m my 
present stead. 

So gar me your gladness when davvneth day, * And to highmost scat 
in v^our homes be I Jed : 

And quaff > oui cups in all jollity, ^ And cheer and ease shall ne’er cease 
to he 


I The bed (farsh) is, I presume, the straw-spread (’) store-room where 
the apples are preserved. 
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At this Queen Al-Shahba rejoiced with exceeding joy and 
cried, “ Brava, O queen of delight ^ By Allah, I know not how 
I shall do to give thee thy due ! hlay the Most High grant us the 
grace of thy long continuance ! ” Then she strained her to her 
breast and bussed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on 
whom be a curse *), ‘‘This is a mighty great honour * Quoth 
the queen, “ Know that this lady Tohfah is my sister, and that her 
biddtince is my bid dance and her forbiddance my forbiddance. 
So all of you hearken to her word and render her worshipful 
obedience/' Therewith the kings rose in a body and kissed ground 
before Tohfah, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Al-Shahba 
doffed dress and habited her in a suit adorned ^\nth pearls, lewels 
and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand ducats, and wTote for 
her on a slip of paper ^ a patent appointing her to be her deputy. 
So the Songstress rose and kissed ground before the Queen, who 
said to her, “ Of thy favour, sing to us somew^hat concerning the 
rest of the sw’eet-scented flow’^ers and herbs, so I rnay hear 
thy chant and solace myself with witnessing thy skill.’* She 
replied, “To hear is to obey, O lady mine,” and, taking the lute, 
improvised these couplets:— 

My hue evcelleth all hues in light, » And I w ould all eyes should enj'oy 
my sight; 

My site IS the site of fillets and pearls ♦ Where the fairest brows are 
with jasmine dight * 

My light’s uprist (and what light it shows ♦ Is a silvern zone on the 
waist of Night. 

Then she changed the measure and improvised these couplets:— 

I*m the gem of herbs, and in seasons tw'am ♦ kly try^st Lkeep with in>, 
lovers-train: 

I stmt not union for length of time * Nor visits, though some be of 
severance fam; 

The true one am I and my troth I keep, * And, easy of plucking, no 
hand disdain. 

Then, changing measuie and the mode, she played so that 
she bewildered the wits of those who were present, and Queen 
Al-Shahba, moved to mirth and mernment, cried, “Brava, 0 
queen of delight' ’* Presently she returned to the first mode and 
improvised these couplets on Nenuphar :— 

I fear me lest freke espy me, • In air when I fain deny me; 

So I root me beneath the wave, • And my stalks to bow down apply 
me 


1 Arab *’ Farkh vvarak,” which sounds like an atrocious vulgansm 
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Hcrcat Queen A1 Shahba rejoiced 'wuh exceeding joy, and cried, 
“ Brava, O Tolifah * Let me hear more of thy chant.” Accord¬ 
ingly, fchc smote the lute and changing the mode, 1 ceiled on the 
Moss-rose these couplets •— 

Look on Ka«rin^ tfiosc branchy shoots surronnd; • With greenest 
Icafci*}’ ’us dcckt and crow nod: 

Its graceful bending stem draws < verv gare ► While beauteous bearing 
makes Ihcir Io\c abound. 

Then she changed measure and mode and sang these couplets 
on the Water-lily :— 

O thou who askest Siisan^ of her scent, • Hear thou my words and 
beaut) of ruv la). 

** Emir am I w’bom all mankind desire ** • (Quoth she) ** or present or 
when ta’cn away.” 

When Tohfah had made an end of her song, Queen .M-Shahba 
rose and said, I nc\cr heard fiom an) the like of this ”, and she 
drew the Songstress to her and fell to l\is‘>ing her. Then she took 
leave of her and flew aw a) ; and on like a\isc all the birds took 
flight wnh her, so that they w.nllcd the horizon ; whilst the rest of 
the kings lamed behind. Ktnv as soon as it was the fourtli night 
there came the boy who was to he circumcised, adorned with jewxls 
such as never saw- c) c nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a 
crowm of gold crusted with peirls and gems, the worth a\ hereof 
wMs an hiUKired thousand sequins. He sat dowui upon the couch 
and Tohfah sang to him, till the chirurgeon'* came and they snipped 
his foreskin in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him 
a mighty great store of jew^els and jacinths and gold. Queen 
Kaman\ah h<idc her Eunuchs gather up all this .ind lay it in 
Toll fall’s closet, and it was as much in value as all that h.ul fallen 
to her, front the hrst of the festivities to the last ihorcoi More¬ 
over, the Sha)kh IblIS (whom Allah curse') bestow'cd upon the 
Songstress the crown w'orn by the boy and gave the circumcisee 
another, Avhercat Tohfah’s reason took Ihght. Then the Jinn 
departed, in order of rank, whilst Ibhs farcwelled them, band after 
band. Seeing the Shaykh thus occupied with taking leave of the 
kings, Ma)nuin seized his opportunity, the place being empty, 
and taking up Tohfah on his shoulders, soared aloft wnth her to 


1 The Mo^**-rosc, also the cghntine, or dog-rose, and the sweet-briar. 
A\hosc leaf, unlike o her ro<^ei, is so odorous 

2 Ihe ill) in Ueb.dtrued b) some from its si\ (shash) leaves, and by 
others from its vi\id cheerful brightness “ His bps are iihcs” (Cant \ 13), 
not m colour, but in odoriferous swcctnes<^ 

3 The imlxir is now the usual operator, but all operations began ia 
Europe with the ‘'barber-surgeon ’* 
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the confines of the lift, and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis 
came to look for the Songstress and see what she purposed, but 
found her not and sighted the slave-girls slapping their faces, so 
he said to them, “ Fie on you ! What may be the matter ? ** They 
replied, “ 0 our lord, Maymun hath snatched up Tohfah and flown 
away TOth her.** When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry whereto 
earth trembled, and said, “ What is to be done ? ’* Then he 
buffeted his face and head, exclaiming, ‘‘ Woe to you I This be 
none other than exceeding insolence. Shall he carry off Tohfah 
from my very palace and attaint mine honour ^ Doubtless, this 
!Maymun hath lost his wits.’* Then he cried out a second time, so 
that the earth quaked, and rose on his wings high in air. The 
news came to the rest of the kings; so they flew after him and 
overtaking him, found him full of anxiety and affright, with fire 
issumg from his nostrils, and said to him, O Shaykh al-Tawaif,^ 
what is to do^'* He replied, “Know ye that Maymun hath 
carried off Tohfah from my palace and attainted mine honour.” 
When they heard this, they cried, “ There is no ^lajesty and there 
is no Might save in Allah, the Glonous, the Great. By God he 
hath ventured upon a grave matter and venly he destroyeth self 
and folk ' *’ Then Shaykh Iblis ceased not flying till he fell in with 
the tribes of the Jann, and they gathered together a world of 
people, none may tell the tale of them save the Lord of All- 
inight. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel 
of Lead,' and the people of the sconces saw’ the tribes of the 
Jann issumg from every deep mountain-pass,® and said, “What be 
the new’s ^ *’ Then Iblis wxnt in to King Al-Shisban and acquainted 
him w’lth that wKich had befallen; w’heieupon quoth he, “ Venly, 
Allah hath destroyed Maymun and his many * He pretendeth to 
possess Tohfah, and she is become queen of the Jann I But have 
patience till w’e devise that which befitteth in the matter of 
Tohfah,’* Iblis asked, “ And what befitteth it to do ^ ” And 
Al-Shisban answ’ered, “ We wnll fall upon him and kill him and 
his host with cut of brand.” Then quoth Shaykh Iblis, “ ’Tw’ere 
better to acquaint Queen Kamanyah and Queen Zalzalah and 
Queen Shararah and Queen Wakhimah; and wdien they are 
assembled, Allah shall ordain w^hatso He deemeth good in the 
matter of her release ” Quoth Al-Shisban, < ‘ Right is thy rede,” and 


1 Sic in text {\u 20). It may be a misprint for Abu al-Tawaif, but it can 
also mean *• O Shaykh of the Tribes (of Jinns) 1 *’ 

2 The capital of King Al-Shisban 

3 Arab " Fajj/* the Spanish ** Vega,** which, however, means a mount^n-' 
plain, a plain 
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they despatched to Queen Kamariyah an Ifnt hight Salhah \\ho 
came to her palace and found her sleeping; so he roused her and 
she said. ** What is to do, O Salhab? ” Ciicd he, “O my lady, 
come to the succour of Ihy sister the Songstress, for Maymun hath 
carried her off and attainted thine honour and that of Siiaykh 
Iblis.” Quoth she, ** What sa}st thou ?'' and she sat up straight 
and cried out ^^ilh a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tohfah 
and said, “ By Allah, in \cr\ sooth she used to say that he ga/ed 
at her and prolonged the gare; but ill is that Ashcieto his soul 
hath prompted him/’ Then she lose in haste and mounting a 
Satancss of her Satans, said to her, “ Blv-" So she flew off with 
her and alighted in the palace of her sistei Shararah, whereupon 
she sent for her sisters Zalzalah and Wakhiniah and acquainted 
them with the tuhng^, saving, Know tiuit Mayinim hath snatched 
up Tohfah and tlowui off with her swifther than the blinding le\en/’ 
Then they all flew off in liaste and lighting down m the place 
w’here were their father Al-Shisban, and their grandfather the 
Sha\l h Abu al-l'awaaif, found the folk on the sorriest of situations. 
When their grandfather Ibiis saw* them, he ro'^e to them and wept, 
and they all wept for the Songstress. Then said Ibhs to them, 
** Yonder hound liath attainted mine honour and taken Tohfah, 
and 1 think not otherwise' but that she is like to die of distress 
for herself and her lord AbKashid, and saying;—The wdiole that 
they said and did was false,Quoth Kaman}ah, grand¬ 
father nunc, nothing is left for it but stratagem and de\ ice for her 
deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than ever}thing; and 
know" that yonder accur'^cd when he w’a\clh w’are of 3our coming 
upon him, will ken that he hath no power to cope with 3"ou, he 
who IS the least and meanest of the Jann; but we dread that he, 
wdien a^suicd of defeat, will slay Tohfah ; wherefore nothing will 
serve but that w"c contn\e a sleight for saving her ; else will she 
perish.” 1 Ic asked, ** And what hast thou in nnnd of device? and 
she answered, Let us take him with fair niean*^, and if he obe}", 
all Avill be w^elT; else wall we practise stratagem against him; 
and e\pcct not her deliverance from other than myself.’' Quoth 
Ibhs, ^‘Thc afi'air is thine; contiive what thou will, for that 
'j^olifah is thy sister, and th}" solicitude for her is more effectual 
limn that of any other.” So Kanmriyah cried out to an I frit of 


t I f , 1 am quite sure cmphattcalU 

2 j f , all the jinn’s professions of affection and promises of protection 
were mere hes 

3 Ir the original this apodosis is wanting, see \o\ v nights dciii and 
dc\M. 
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the Ifnts and a calamity of the calamities,^ by name Al-Asad 
al-Tayyar, the Flying Lion, and said to him, ‘^Hie mth my 
message to the Crescent I^Iountliin,® the wone of Maymun the 
Sworder, and enter and say to him, T^Iy lady saluteth thee wath 
the salam and asketh thee —How canst thou be assured for 
thyself of safety, after what thou hast done, 0 ^laymun ? Couldst 
thou find none to maltreat in thy drunken humour save Tohfah, 
she too being a queen ? But thou art excused, because thou didst 
not this deed, but ’twas thy drink, and the Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif 
pardoneth thee, because thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast 
attainted his honour ; but now restore her to her palace, for that 
she hath done well and favoured us and rendered us senucc, and 
thou wottest that she is this day our queen. Belike she may 
bespeak Queen Al-Shahba, whereupon the matter will become 
grievous and that wherein there is no good shall betide thee; and 
thou ^\llt get no tittle of gain. Venly, I gi\e thee good counsel, 
and so the Peace ' *’ Al*Asad answered, “ Heanng and obeying,” 
and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought 
audience of Maymun, who bade admit him. So he entered and 
kissing ground before him, gave him Queen Kamariyah’s message, 
which vhen he heard, he cned to the Ifrit, ‘‘ Return whence thou 
comest and say to thy mistress:—Be silent and thou wilt show 
thy good sense Else will I come and §Size upon her and make 
her serve Tohfah ; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together 
against me and I be overcome by them, I will not leave her to 
scent the wind of this w'orld, and she shall be neither mine nor 
theirs, for that she is presently my sprite® from betiveen niy nbs, 
and how" shall any part with his spnte ? ” When tlie Ifnt heard 
IMaymun’s w’ords, he said to him, ‘‘ By Allah^ O Maymun, art 
thou a changeling in thy wuts, that thou speakest these \vords of 
my lady, and thou one of her page-boys ? ” Whereupon ^laymun 
cried out and said to him, “Woe to thee, O dog of the Jinns’ 
Wilt xhou bespeak the like of me with these w’ords ? ” Then he 
bade those 'who 'were about him bastinado Al-Asad, but he took 
flight and soanng high in air, betook himself to his mistress and 
told her the tidings: Avhen she said, “ Thou hast done well, G 
good knight * ” Then she turned to her sire and said to him, 
“ Hear that 'which I shall say to thee.” Quoth he, “Say on”; 
and quoth she, “ Prede thee take thy troops and go to him, for 


1 Arab ** Dahnat al-Da\\ahi, see \ol i night xlvi 

2 Arab " Al-Jabal al-Mukawwar ” — Chaine de montagnes de forme demi 
circulaire, from Kaur, a park, an enceinte 

3 Arab '‘Ruhr* lit mj breath, the outward sign of hfe 
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\%hcn he hcarcth this, he \m11 in turn lc\y lus many and come 
forth to thee; whereupon do thou ofler hun battle and prolou" the 
fiqht \Mtli him and make a show to him of \\cakness and giving 
^\a}^ Meantime, 1 A\ill devise me a device for getting at Tohfah 
and delbering her, \\ hat wliile he is busied with you in battle; 
and when m) messenger cometh to thee and infoimelh thee that 
I ha\e gotten possession of Tohfah and that she is with me, 
return thou upon Maymun fortlnNilh and overthrow him and his 
hosts, and take him prisoner. I 3 ut, an my dc\icc succeed not 
with him and ’v^e fail to deliver Tohfah, he will assuredly practise 
to slay her, v.dthout recourse, and regret for her will remain in 
our heart*^ Quoth Iblis, “ This is the right rede,^' and bade call 
a march among the troops, 'whereupon an hundred thousand 
knights, doughty wights of war, joined themscKes to him and set 
out for tile countr\ of Maymun. As for Queen Kamariyah, she 
flc\\ off to the palace of her sister WaUhirnah, and told her \^hat 
deed Maymun had done and ho^v he declared that, v.herns he saw 
defeat ncirhand, fie would slay Tohfah; adding, "And indeed, 
he IS rcsoUed upon this; oihciv.ise had he not dated to work 
such sleight. So do thou r outiue the affair as thou sec fit, for m 
rede thou hast no superior.’’ Then they sent for Queen Zal/alah 
and Queen Shararah and sat down to take counsel, one with other, 
concerning what they had best do in the matter. Picsently said 
Wnkhimah, " n'w'cre /uhisable v c fit out a ship m this our island- 
home and embark theicin, disguised as Adam’s sons, and fare on 
till %vc come to anchor under a httlc island that lieth o\cr against 
Maymun’s palace. There will w'c sit <lnnkmg and smiting the 
lute and singing ; for Tohfah vail assuredly be seated there over¬ 
looking the sea, and needs must she sec us and come down to us, 
whereupon we wall take hci by force and she w^ill be under our 
hands, so that none shall be able to molest her any more. Or, an 
Maymun be gone forth to do battle wath the Jinns, we wall storm 
his stronghold and take Tohfah and r.i/e his palace and slay all 
therein. When he hears of this, his Iieart wall be broken and we 
will send to let our father knowg whereat he wall return upon him 
with his troops and he will be destroyed, and we shall ha\e rest of 
him/’ They answ'ered her, saying, "This is a good counsel.” 
Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, * and 
it was fitted out in less than the twankling of an eye; so they 
launched it on the sea, and embarking therein, together wath four 
thousand I frits, set out, intending for Ma}mun's palace. They 


1 i c » Kaf 
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also bade other five thousand Ifrits betake themselves to the 
island under the Crescent Mountain, and there he in wait for them 
ambushed well. Thus fared it with the kings of the Jann ; but 
as regards Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif Ibhs and his son Al-Shisban, 
the twain set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of 
the doughtiest of the Jinn and the pro west of tnem in wing*flying 
and horsemanship, and fared on till they drew near the Crescent 
^lountam. When the news of their approach reached Maynmn, 
he cried out with a mighty great cry to the troops, who ^\ere 
twenty thousand riders, and bade them make ready for departure. 
Then he went in to Tohfah and kissing her, said, ** Know that 
thou art this day my life of the \\orld, and indeed the Jinns are 
gathered together to wage war on me for thy sake. An I van the 
day from them and am preserved alive, 1 will set all the kings of 
the Jann under thy feet and thou shalt become queen of the 
^Yorld.” But she shook her head and shed tears; and he said, 
“ Weep not, for I swear by the virtue of the mighty inscription 
borne on the seal-nng of Solomon, thou shalt ne\ er again see the 
land of men; no, never! Say me, can any one part with his 
life ? Give ear, then, to my words; else will I slay thee.^* So she 
was silent. And forthright he sent for his daughter, whose name 
was Jamrah,^ and when she came, he said to her, “ Harkye, Jamrahl 
Know that I am going to fight the clans of Al-Shisban and Queen 
Kamariyah and the Kings of the Jann. An I be vouchsafed the 
\dctory over them, to Allah be the laud and thou shalt ha\ e of me 
largesse-, but, an thou see or hear that I am worsted and any 
come to thee with ill news of me, hasten to kill Tohfah, so she 
may fall neither to me nor to them.” Then he fare welled her and 
mounted, saving, “When this cometh about, pass over to the 
Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await vhat 
shall befall me and what I shall say to thee ” And Jainrah 
answered, “ Hearkening and obedience.” Now when the Songstress 
heard these words, she fell to u eeping and wailing and said, By 
Allah, naught irketh me but severance from my lord Al-Rashid; 
however, when I am dead, let the w’orld be ruined after nie'*^” 
And she was certified in herself that she was assuiedly lost. Then 
Tvlaymun set forth with his army and depaited in quest of the 
hosts of the Jmn, leaving none in the palace sa^e his daughter 
Jamrah and Tohfah, and an I frit which w’as dear to him. They 
fared on till they met wnth the army of Al-Shisban, and w*hen 

1 I f , a bit of burning charcoal 

2 Arab " Al-} ad al-ba} za *'=ht The white hand, see \ ol iii night ccc\ ii. 

3 Showing the antiquity of Apres nioi le deluge ” 



The Tiik of flic Damsel Tohfai al-KuLd\ 333 

the two hosts came face to face, they fell each upon other and 
fought a fight, a passing sore than which naught could be more. 
After a while, Al-Shisban's troops l>cgan to give w*ay, and when 
!Maymun saw* them do thus, he despised them and made sure of 
\nclory o\cr tiicnu On this w’isc it befell them; but as regards 
Queen Kamaiiyah and her company they sailed on without ceasing, 
till they came under the palace wherein was Tohfah, to wit, that 
of ^^laymun the Sw’order, and by the decree of the Lord of 
destiny, the Songstress herself W’as at that voxy time sitting on the 
belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of 1 Inrun al-Rashid 
and her own, and that which had befallen her and weeping for that 
she was doomed to death. She saw' the \cs?el and what was 
therein of tho^^c we ha\c named, and they in moital guise, and 
said, “Alas, my sorrow' for this ship and for the men that be 
therein I As for KamariNah and her many, w hen the} drew near 
the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing the Songstress 
silling, cried, “ Yonder sittelh Tohfah. May Allah not bereave us 
of her! ** Then they moored their craft and, mahmg for the island 
W’hich l.ay o\ cr against the palace, spread carpets, and sat eating 
anddnnking; whereupon quoth Tohfah, “ Weil cnme.md welcome 
to yonder faces I These be my kinsw'omen, and I conjure thee by 
Allah, O jamrah, that thou let me dow*n to them, so I may sit 
with them awhile and enjoy kindly coincrse with them and 
return.*' Quoth Jamrah, “ I may on no wdse do that"; and 
Tohfah W'ept. Then the folk brought out wane and drank, while 
Kamariyah took the lute and sang these couplets .— 

By Allah, had I iicNcr hoped to greet }OU • Your guide had failed on 
camel to scat \oa I 

Far bore you parting from friend would greet you * Till mcscems mine 
C}Cs for \our \Nonc cnticat you. 

When Tohfah heard this, she cried out so great a cry, that the 
folk heard her, and Kamariyah said, “ Relief is nearhand."* Then 
the Songstress looked out to them and called to them, saying, “ O 
daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from kin 
and countiT: so for the love of Allah Almighty repeat that song I " 
Accordingly Kanianyah repeated it, and Tohfah sw'ooned away. 
When she came to herself, she said to Jamrah, “By the rights, 
of the Apostle of Allah (whom may lie sa\e and assain 1 ) unless 
thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with 
them for a full hour, I wall hurl myself headlong from this palace, 
for that I am aw'eary of my life and know that I am slam to all 
certainty; wherefore will I kill myself, ere you pass sentence upon 
me." And she w'as instant wnth her in asking. When JamraR 
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heard her words, she knew that, an she let her not down, she 
w’ould assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, “ O Tohlah, 
between thee and them are a thousand cubits; but I will bnng the 
women up to thee.’' The Songstress replied, ** Nay, there is no 
help but that I go dou n to them, and solace me in the island and 
look upon the sea anear , then will we return, I and thou , for that 
an thou bnng them up to us, they will be affrighted and there ^\ill 
betide them neither joy nor gladness. As for me, I wish but to be 
with them, that they may cheer me with their company, neither 
give over their merrymakuig, so peradventure I may broaden my 
breast with them, and indeed I suear that needs must I go down 
to them ; else I will cast myself upon them.” And she cajoled 
Jamrah and kissed her hands, till she said, “ Arise, and I will set 
thee down beside them.” Then she took Tohfahundei her armpit 
and, flying up swifther than the blinding leven, set her down with 
Kamariyah and her company , wheieupon she went ^ up to them 
and accosted them, saying, ‘‘Fear ye not: no hann shall befall 
}0u; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on 
you and tallc wdth you and hear your singing.” So they w^elcomed 
her and kept their places, whilst Jamrah sat dowm beside them and 
fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, “ I smell the scent of the 
Jinn ^ 1 Would I w^ot wdience it cometh! ” Then said Wakhiniah 
to her sister Kamariycah, “ Yonder foul slut snielleth us, and 
presently she wnll take to flight; so what be this inaction 
concerning her - ? ” Thereupon Kamariyah put out an ann long 
as a camel’s neck, and dealt Jamrah a buffet on the head, that 
made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then cned 
she, “Allah is All-great®!” And they uncovered their faces, 
whereupon Tohfah knew^ them and said to them, “ Protection ! ” 
Queen Kamanyah embraced her, as also did Queen Zalzalah and 
Queen Wakhiniah and Queen Shararah, and the first-named said to 
her, “ Recene the good tidings of assured safety, for there abideth 
no harm for thee , but this is no time for talk.” Then they cned 
out, wdiereupon up came the Ifrits ambushed in that island, hending 
sw'ords and maces in hand, and talang up Tohfah, flew^ with her 
to the palace and made themselves masters of it, w'hilst the Ifnt 
aforesaid, wdio was dear to Maymun and wdiose name was 


1 Suggesting the nursery rh)me 

Fee, fo, fum, 

I smell the blood of an Englishman 

2 t f , hy not at once make an end of her 

3 The well-known war-cry 
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Dukh:in,' fled Hke an arrow and stinted not till he came 

to Maynuui and found him fighting a sore fight with the jinn. 
When his lord saw him^ he cried out at him, sa\ing, ** Fie upon 
Ihce^ Whom hast thou left in the palace^ Dukhan answered, 
sa5’ing, ** And uho abideth in the palace^ Tiiy belo\ed Tohfah 
they ha^c captured and jtimrah is si nn, and they liave taken the 
palace, all of it.” At these ill tidings Mayniun bufieted his face 
and head and said, “ Oh * out on it for a caianuty! ” Then he 
cried aloud. Now Kaman}ah had sent to her sire and reported 
to him the news, whereat the ra\cn of the wold® cioakcd for the 
foe. So, when Maymun saw that which had belided him (and 
indeed the jinn smote upon him and the wings of eternal se\er- 
ance overspread his ho^t), he planted the heel of his lance in the 
earth and tunung its head to hi^ heart, urged his charger thereat 
and pressed upon it wath bis bica=it, till the point came fonJi 
gleaming from his back, Meanwhile the messenger had made the 
fncndly host with the news of Tohfah^s deliverance, whereat tlie 
Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bnngci of Uef 
tidings a sumptuous robe of honour and made him commander 
over a company of the jann. Then tlie} chaiged home upon 
Mavinun's host, and wiped them out to the last man, and wdien 
they came to Maynuin, the> found that he had slam himself and 
was even as we have said. Presently Kaiuan\ah and her sister 
Wakhimah came up to their grandfather and told him wdiat they 
had done; whereupon he came to Tolifah and saluted her wath 
ihcsalamnnd congratulated heron del2\crance. Then he made 
o\cr Ma^mun’s palace to Salhab; and taking all the rebel’s 
wealth ga\e it to the Songstress, wdiile the troops encamped upon 
the Crescent Mountain. Furthermore, the Sha}kh Abu ab 
Taw’aif said to Tohfah, ** Blame me not,” and she kissed his 
hands, when behold, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, 
as they were clouds, and Queen Al-Shahlia flying in their van, 
drawm sword m gnp. As she came in sight of the folk, they 
kissed ground bctwxcn her hands and slie said to them, “Tell 
me what hath betided Queen Tohfah from yonder dog Maymiin, 
and wdiy did ye not send to me and report 16 me ^ ” Quoth they, 
^*And who wms this dog that we should send to thee on his 
account ? Indeed, he was the least and lowest of the Jinn.” Then 
Ihc}^ told her what Kamanyah and her sisters had done, and how 


1 Lit *' SmoliC/' pop applied, like our word, to tobacco. The latter, 
however, IS not here meant 

2 Arab Ghnrab abbajn/’of the uoldorof parting Scc\ol v nii^ht 
dccxxiv 
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they had practised upon IMnymun and delivered the Songstress 
from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her \vhen he found 
himself defeated; and she said, <‘By Allah, the accursed was 
wont to lengthen his looking upon her ^ And Tohfah fell to 
kissing Al-Shahba*s hand, whilst the queen strained her to her 
bosom and kissed her, saying, Trouble is past; so rejoice in 
assurance of deliverance.*' Then they rose and went up to the 
palace, wdiereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate 
and drank; after wdiich, quoth Queen Al-Shahba, 0 Tohfah, 
sing to us by w a}' of sweetmeat ^ for thine escape, and favour us 
W’lth that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed niy 
thoughts have been occupied with thee.” And quoth Tohfah, 
Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.” So she improvised 
and sang these couplets:— 

Breeze of East - an thou breathe o’er the dear one’s land * Speed, I pray 
thee, my special salute and salain : 

And say them I’m pledged to love them and • In pine that passeth all 
pine I am. 

Thereat Queen AhShahba rejoiced, and with her all who were 
present; and they admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and 
when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kainanyah said to 
her, my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring 
thee to look upon Al-’Anka,® daughter of Eahram Jur, whom 
Al-’Anka, daughter of the wind,' earned off, and her beauty; for 
that there is not her fellow on earth’s face.” And Queen Al- 
Shahba said, O Kamariyah, I also think it w’ere well an I beheld 
her.” Quoth Kamanyah, I saw* her three years ago; but my 
sister Wakhimah seeth her at all times, for she is near to her 
people, and she saith that there is not in the w’orld fairer than she. 
Indeed, this Queen Al-Anka is become a b}wvord for beauty and 
comeliness.” And Wakhimah said, By the mighty inscription 
on the seal-ring of Solomon, there is not her like for loveliness 
here below*.” Then said Queen Al-Shahba, ‘‘An it needs must 
be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tohfah and go wnth her 
to Al-Anka, so she may look upon her * ” So they all arose and 
repaired to Al-Anka, wdio abode in the Mountain Kaf. When 


1 Arab “Halawah” see vol iii night cclix 

2 Here the \ocatne particle '* Ya ’* is omitted 

3 Lit “The long-necked (bird),’* before noticed ^vlth the Rukh (Rocjin 
vol' IV night ccccn Here it becomes a Princess, daughter of Bahram-i-Gur 
(Bahram of Onager, his favourite game), the famous Persian king 

fifth centur), a contemporary of Theodosius the younger and Hononus Tn& 
“ Anka ” IS evidently the Iranian Simurgh 
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she saw them, she drcwnqarto them and saluted them, saying, 
O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you I Quoth Wakhimah 
to her, “Who is lUcc unto thee, O Anka? Behold, Queen Al- 
Shahln is come to thee/' So Al-Anka kissed the queen's feet 
and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tohfah came up to 
her and lei! to kissing her and saying, “Nc^cr saw I a seemlier 
than this semblance/* Then she set before them somewhat of 
food and they ate and washed their hands; after ^Yhich the Song- 
stress took the lute and smote it well; and Al-Anka also pla}cd, 
and they fell to improvising 'verses in turns, 'v\hilst Tohfah em¬ 
braced Al-Anka every moment, Al-Shahba cried, “ O my sister, 
each kiss is w'orth a thousand dinars "; and Tohfali replied, “ And 
a thousand dinars were little therefor ”; whereat Al-Anka laughed, 
and after nighting in her pa\ ilion, on the morrow they took lca\ e 
of her and went aw’ay to Majnum's palace. Here Queen Al- 
Shahba farcwclled them and, taking her troops, xeturned to her 
capital, wdiilst the kings also went away to their abodes, and the 
Sha>kh Abu al-Taw'aif applied himself to (H\erling Tohfah till 
nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Ifrit*^ 
and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten ol 
treasure and raiment, jewels ard robes of honour. Then they 
flew ofiT, whilst Iblis went wuth her, and in less than the twinkling 
of an eye he set her dow n in her sleeping-room, where lie and 
those who W'crc w 4 lh him bade adieu to her and Avent away. 
When Tohfah found herself in her own chamber and on her 
couch, her reason fled for joy, and it seemed to her as if she 
had nc\er stirred thence" then she took the lute and tuned at, and 
touched it in wondrous fashion, and improvised verses and sang. 
The Eunuch heard the smiting of the lute wdthin the chamber 
and cried, “ By Allah, that is the touch of my lady Tohfah 1 ’* So 
he arose and went, .as he v/crc a madman, failing down and rising 
up, till he came to the Castiato on guard at the g.ate of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When his fellow’ 
neutral saw him, and he like a madman, slipping dowm and 
stumbling up, he asked him, “What aileth thee, and what 
bringeth thee hither at this hour ? *’ The other answ’crccl, “ Wilt 
thou not make haste and av;aken the Prince of True Believers ? *’ 
And he fell to erpng out at him; wdiereupon the Cahph aw^oke 
and heard them bandying w’ords together, and Tolifah's slave 
ayxng to the other. “Woe to thcel Aw^aken the Commander of 
the I'aithful in haste ” So quoth he, “ O Saw^db, wdiat hast 
thou to say ?" and quoth the Chief Eunuch, “ O our lord, the 
Eunuch of Tohfah’s lodging hath lost his wits and cricth: 
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Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!** Then said 
Al-Rashid to one of the siave-girls, ^^See Avhat may be the 
matter.** Accordingly she hastened to admit the Castrato, who 
entered at her order; and when he saw the Commander of the 
Faithful, he salamed not, neither kissed ground, but cned in his 
huriy, ‘‘Quick; up ^vith thee! My lady Tohfah sitteth in her 
chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see 
ail that I say to thee 1 Hasten! She sitteth awaiting thee.*’ 
The Caliph was amazed at his speech and asked him, “ What 
sayest thou ^ ** He answered, “ Didst thou not hear the first of 
the speech? Tohfah sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing 
and lute plapng. Come thy quickest 1 Hasten ^ ’* Accordingly 
Al-Rashid sprang up and donned his dress; but he believed not 
the Eunuch’s words, and said to him, “ Fie upon thee \ What is 
this thou sayest ? Hast thou not seen this in a dream ? ’* Quoth 
the Eunuch, “ By Allah, I wot not what thou sayest, and I was 
not asleep”; and quoth Al-Rashid, “An thy speech be sooth¬ 
fast, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will free thee and give 
thee a thousand gold pieces; but, an it be untrue and thou 
have seen this in dreamland, I will crucify thee/* The Eunuch 
said within himself, “ O Protector, let me not have seen this 
in vision!” then he left the Caliph and running to the chamber 
door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon 
he returned to Al-Rashid and said to him, “ Go and hearken 
and see who is asleep.” When the Pnnee of True Believers 
drew near the door of the sleeping-chamber, he heard the sound 
of the lute and Tohfah*s voice singing, whereat he could not 
restrain his reason, and was like to faint for excess of delight. 
Then he pulled out the key, but his hand refused to draw 
the bolt: however, after a while, he took heart, and applying 
himself, opened the door and entered, saying, “ Metliinks this 
is none other than a vision or an imbroglio of dreams.” When 
Tohfah saw him, she rose and, coming to rneet him, pressed 
him to her breast; and he cried out a cry wherein his spnte 
was lilce to depart, and fell down in a fit. She again strained 
him to,her bosom, and sprinkled on him rose-water mingled with 
musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself as he were 
a drunken man, and shed tears for the stress of his joy in 
Tohfah’s return to him, after he had despaired of her returning. 
Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she 
had learnt from Shaykh Ibhs, so that Al-Rashid*s wit was 
bewildered for excess of joy, and his understanding Vv’as con¬ 
founded for exultation; after which she improvised and sang 
these couplets:— 
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That I left thee in\ heart to bchc\c is unhef; • For the hfe that’s in it 
ne’er lca\ clh; brief. 

An thou say “I went,” sailh ni> heart** What a fib I” . And I bidt 
beliCMn}:^ and unbelief 

\\ hen she had made an end of her verses, Al-Rashid said to 
her, **0 Tohfah, thine absence was wondrous, yet is thy 
presence still more mar\*elloiis.” She replied, ‘*By Allah, O 
my lord, thou sayst sooth ”, then, talcing his band, she said 
to him, **0 Commander of the Faithful, see what 1 have 
brought W'lth me.” So he looked and spied treasures such as 
neither words could describe nor registers could document, 
pearls and jew'cls, and jacinths and precious stones, and unions 
and gorgeous 10 bes of honour, adorned wuth margantes and 
jewels, and pm fled with red gold. There he beheld what he 
never had beheld all his hfe long, not c\cn in idcui; and she 
showed him that which Queen Al-Shahba had bestow^ed ou her 
of those carpets which she had brought wath her, and that 
throne, the like w^hcreof neither Kisra possessed nor Cajsar, 
and those tables inlaid A\ith pearls and jcw*cls, and those vessels 
which amazed all who looked on them, and that crown which 
w*as on the head of the circumcised bo}^ and those robes of 
honour which Queen Al-Shahba and Shaykh Abu al-Tawmf 
had doffed and donned upon her, and the trays w^herein were 
those treasures; brief, she showed him wealth whose like he 
had never in his life espied, and which the tongue availeth not 
to describe, and whereat all who looked thereon wnre bewildered. 
Al-Rashid w'as like to lose his wits for amazement at this 
spectacle, and wns confounded at that he sighted and wilnessod 
Then said he to Tohfah, ** Come, tell me thy tale from beginning 
to end, and let me know’ all that hath bctided thee, as if I had 
been present.” She answered, ** Hearkening and obedience,” 
and acquainting him with all that had betided her first and 
last, from the time when she first saw’ the Shaykh-Abu al- 
Tawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the 
side of the Chapel of Ease, and she told him of the horse she 
had ridden, till she came to the meadow’ aforesaid, and described 
it to him, together with the palace and that was therein of 
furniture, and related to him how’ the Jinn rejoiced in her, and 
whatso she had seen of their kings, masculine and feminine, 
and of Queen Kamariyah and her sisters and Queen Shu’a’ah, 
Regent of tlie Fourth Sea, and Queen Al-Shahba, Queen of 
Queens, and King Al-Shisban, and that which each one of 
them had bestowed upon her Moreover, she recited to him 
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the story of Maymun the Sworder, and described to him his 
fulsome favour, %Yhich he had not deigned to change, and 
related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, 
male and female, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Al- 
Shahba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her 
vice-reine, and how she was thus become ruler over all the 
kings of the Jann; and she showed him the Avnt of investiture 
which Queen Al-Shahba had written her, and told him what 
had betided her with the Ghulish Head, when it appeared to 
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, 
beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the 
Faithful and of what had betided him after hei. Then she 
described to him the flower-gardens, wherein she had taken her 
pleasure, and the Hammam-baths inlaid with pearls and jewels, 
and told him that which had befallen Jilaymun the Sa\ order, 
when he bore her off, and how he had slain himself; in fine, she 
related to him everything she had seen of wonders and mar\’els, 
and that which sh« had beheld of all kinds and colours among 
the Jinn. Then she told him the story of Al-Anka, daughter of 
Bahram Jiir, with Al-Anka, daughter of the wind, and described 
to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth 
Al-Rashid, “ O Tohfat al-Sadr,"* tell me of Al-Anka, daughter 
of Bahram Jur; is slie of the Jinn-kind or of mankind or of 
the bird-kind ^ For this long time have I desired to find one 
wdio should tell me of her.’* Tohfah replied, ’Tis well, O 
Commander of the Faithful. I asked the queen of this and she 
acquainted me with her case, and told me who built her the 
palace.” Quoth Al-Rashid, “iVllah upon thee, tell it me”; and 
quoth Tohfah, “ I wall well,” and proceeded to tell him. And he 
was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she 
reported to him, and at that which she had brought back of jei\ els 
and jacinths of vanous hues and precious stones of many sorts, 
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. 
As for this, Tohfah was the means of the ennehment of the 
Barmecides and the Abbasides, and the3'^ had endurance in their 
delight. Then the Caliph went forth and bade decorate the city: 
so they decorated it and the drums of glad tidings were beaten; 
and they made banquets to the people for whom the tables were 
spread seven da^’^s. And Tohfah and the Commander of the 
Faithful ceased not to enjoy the most dehghtsome of life and the 
most prosperous, till there came to them the Destroyer of dehghts 
and the Severer of societies; and this is all that hath come do\\m 
to us of their stor3^ 


I Choice Gift of the breast (or heart) 
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WOMEN WILES.^ 

On the following night Dunyazad said to her sister Shahrazad, 
•* O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, pnthee tell us a 
tale which shall beguile our u niching through the dark hours.** 
She replied *—^\Vith love and gladness.^ It hath reached me, 
O magnificent King, that wluloine there was in the city of 
Baghdad, a comely youth and a wclMncd, fair of favour, tall of 
stature, and slender of shape. His name was Ala ahBm, and 
he w’as of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a 
shop w’herein he sold and bought. One day, as he sat in his 
shop, there passed by him a merry giiP who raised her head 
and, casting a glance at the young mci chant, saw’Written in a 
flow’ing hand on the forehead* of his shop door these w’ords, 
*‘Turun nn no cwkvt swf. \u:n*s cr^vt, lOR^SMUcu xs it 
oVEPxoMLTii women’s cu\rT.” When she beheld this, she 
was wToth and took counsel w’ith herself, saying, ** As my head 
liNCth, there is no help but I show him a man’cl-tnek of the wiles 
of women and put to naught this his inscription ^ ** Thereupon 
she hied lier home; and on the morrow’ she made her ready and 
donning the finest of dress, adorned herself w’ith the costliest of 
ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands ^Ylth 
Henna. Then she let dowm her tresses upon her shoulders and 
Avent forth, walking with coquettish gait and amorous grace, 
followed by her sla\e*giri carrying a parcel, till she came to the 
young merchant’s shop and, sitting down under pretext of seeking 
stuffs, saluted him with the salain and demanded of him some- 
w hat of cloths. So he brought out to her various kinds, and she 
took them and turned them over, talking w'ith him the while. 
Then said she to him, “ Look at the shapeliness of my shape and 
my semblance 1 Scest thou in me aught of default ? ** He 


1 From the Calc Edit (1814-1S), Nights cxcvi -cc , vol li, pp 367-37S 
The translation has been compared and collated with that of Langlcs {Pans, 
1814). appended to his Edition of the Vojages of Sindbad The storj^ is 
exceedingly clever and well deserves translation 

2 It IS regretable that this formula has not been preserved throughout 
The Nights it affords, 1 have noticed, a pleasing breah to the long course of 
narrative 

3 Arab. Ban.U-ahhaw’a,’* lit daughters of love, usuall> meaning an 
Anonyma, a fille de joie , but liere the girl is of good repute, and the offensive 
term must be modified to a gay, frolicsome lass 

4 Arab. •' Jabhat,” the lintel opposed to the threshold 
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replied, ** No, 0 my Ldy ; and she continued, Is it lawful in 
anyone that he should slander me and say that I am hump* 
backed ? ” Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and 
when he saw her breasts his reason took flight from his head and 
his heart clave to her and he cned, “ Co\er it up,^ so may Allah 
veil thee ^ ” Qnoth she, “Is it fair of anyone to decry my 
charms ? ” and quoth he, “ How shall any decry thy charms, 
and thou the sun of loveliness?*’ Then said she, “Hath any 
the right to say of me that I am lophanded ^ “ and tucking up 
her sleeves, she showed him forearms as they were crystal; after 
which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking 
forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, “ Is it lawful and 
right for any to decry me and declare that my face is pitted with 
small-pox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared ^ ” and said he, 
“ O my lady, w’hat is it moveth thee to discover unto me that 
lovel}^ face and those fair limbs, wont to be‘so jealously veiled 
and guarded^ Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy 
ransom ! “ And he began to improvise” •— 


White Fait noiv drawn from sheath of parted hair, « Then in the 
blackest tresses hid fioin sight,' 

riasheth hke day irradiating Earth * While round her glooms the 
'nuuk of nightliest night 


-And Shahrazad perceived the daivn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say, \Yhereupon cned Dunyazad her sister, “ 0 
sister mine, how delectable is this tale and how desirable! ” She 
replied, saying, “ And where is this compared w*ith that wdiich I 
wall recount to thee next night, Inshallah ^ ” 


(tbt bunlirrti nnH J3mctp fichcntl) 

Now^ w^hen came the night, quoth Dun 3 ’azad to her sistet 
Shahrazad, “O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, prithee 
finish th}' tale which shall beguile our 'svatching through the dark 
hours ** She replied.—\Yith love and gladness ^ It hath reached 
me, O auspicious King, that the girl said to the young merchant, 
“ ICnow% O my lord, that I am a maid oppressed of my sire, w’ho 
speaketh at me and saith to me, Thou art loathly of looks and 
semblance, and it besitteth not that thou w’ear rich raiment, for 


1 Arab ‘'Ghatti,” still the popular term said to a child 

ness, or to a lady of pleasure \\ ho insults a man by displaj mg an) part of her 
person 

2 She IS compared ^Mth a fiaslung blade (her face) no\s drawn from its 
sheath (her hair) then hidden by it 
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thou and the slave girls are like in rank, there is no distinguishing 
thee from them. Now he is a richard, ha\nng a nughty great 
store of money, and saith not thus save because he is a pmchpenny, 
and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; wherefore he is lo-itli to 
marry me, lest he be put to someuhat of expense in my marriage, 
albeit Almighty Allah hath been bounteous to him and he is a 
man puissant in his time and lacking naught of worldly ^^eal.** 
The youth asked, ‘‘Who is thy father and what is his condition ?” 
and she answered, “He is the Chief Kazi of the ucll-knoum 
Supreme Court, under hose hands are all the Kazis u ho administer 
justice in this city.’* The merchant believed her and she fare- 
welled him and fared a\\ay, lca\ing in bis heart a thousand 
regrets, for that the lo\e of her had prevailed o\cr him, and he 
knew not how he should ^vin to her; therefore he uoned 
enamoured, lo\c-distractcd, unknownng if hc^^ere alive or dead. 
As soon as she was gone, he shut up shop and 'walked straightway 
to the Court, ^\hcrc he^\cnt in to the Chief Kazi and saluted him. 
The magistrate returned his salam and treated him with distinc¬ 
tion and seated him by his side. Then said Ala al-Dm to him, 
“ 1 come to thee seclang thine alliance and desiring the band of 
thy noble daughter.** Quoth the Kazi, “ O my lord merchant, 
welcome to thee and fair \velcome; but indeed my daughter 
befittcth not the like of thee, neither beseemeth she the good- 
hnc <5 of thy youth, and the pleasantness of thy composition, and 
the sAvcctness of thy speech**; but Ala al-Din replied, “This 
talk becometh thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be 
content with her, how should this vc\ thee?*’ So the Kazi 
'was satisfied, and they came to an accord and concluded the 
marriage contract at a dower precedent of five purses^ ready 
money and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, so it might be 
hard for him to put her away, her father having given him fair 
warning, but he would not be warned. Then they wrote out 
the contract-document, and the merchant said, “ I desire to go 
in to her this night.** Accordingly they carried her to him in 
procession that very eveaing, and he prayed the night-pra}er 
and entered the pnvatc chamber prepared for him; but, w’hen 
he lifted the head-gear from the bnde’s head and the veil from 
her face, and looked, he sav/ a foul face and a favour right 
fulsome; indeed he beheld somewdiat whereof may Allah never 
show thee the like! loathly, dispensing from description, inas- 

I The ** MuajjalaU,” or money paid down before consummation, ^vas about 
/*»*;« and the *• Mu’ajjalah,” or com to be paid contingent on divorce, was 
awut £75 In the Calc Edit (u 371). both dowers are £35 
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much as there ^vere reckoned in her all legal defects.^ ^ So he 
repented, when repentance availed him naught, and knew that 

the girl had cheated him.-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day, and ceased to say hei peimitted say. Whereupon 
cned Diinyazad, her sister, “O sister mine, how delectable is 
thy story, and how sweet!'' She replied, saying, And where 
is this compared wnth that which I will recount to thee next 
night, an I be spared and sufiered to live by the King, whom 
Almighty Allah preserve ? " 

(iTIjc antj jr5mctp'ngl)t{) 

Now whenas came the night, quoth Dunyazad to her sister 
Shahrazad, O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, 
prithee finish thy story, wdiich shall beguile our watching 
through the dark hours, for indeed 'tis a hne tale and a 
wondrous." She replied;—‘*With Jove and gladness! It hath 
reached me, O generous King, that the unhappy merchant 
carnally knew the loathly bride, sore against the grain, and 
abode that night troubled in mind, as be were in the prison of 
AbDaylam.- Hardly had the da}^ dawned %vhen he arose from 
her side, and betalang himself to one of the Hammams, dozed 
theie awhile, after wdiich he made the Ghusl-abiution of cere¬ 
monial impunty® and donned his every day dress. Then he 
went out to the coffee house and drank a cup of coffee; after 
which he returned to his shop and, opening the door, sat down, 
with concern and chagrin manifest on his countenance. After 
an hour or so, his friends and intimates among the merchants 
and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and 
t%vos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, A blessing^ 
a blessing^ Where be the sw^eetmeats? Where be the coffee^? 
'Twould seem thou hast forgotten us; and nothing made thee 
oblivious save that the charms of the bnde have disordered Thy 
wut and talcen thy reason, Allah help thee I We give thee joy, w^e 
give thee joy.” And they mocked at him whilst he kept silence 

1 j , all the blemishes which justify returning a slave to the sla\ e-dealer. 

2 Media see \ol i night xlvii The “Dajlamite prison” was one of 
many in Baghdad 

3 See vol iv night ccccxl I may remark that this practice of bathing 
was kept up by both sexes in ancient Rome The custom may ha\e 
onginated in days xvhen human senses were more acute I have seen an 
Arab horse object to be mounted by the master when the latter had not 
washed after embracing a woman 

4 On the morning after a happy night the bndegroom still offers coffee 
and Halwa to fnends 
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before tlicm, being like to rend his raiment and shed tears foi 
rage. Then they ^vcnt away from him, and when it \vas the 
hour of noon, up came his mistress, the crafty gal, trailing her 
skirts and swaying to and fro in her gait, as she were a bianch 
of Ban in a garden of bloom. She was yet more nchly diessed 
and adorned, and more striking and cutting^ in her symmetry 
and grace than on the prcMous day, so that she made the 
passers stop and stand in espalier to gaze upon her. When 
she came to Ala al-Din*s shop, she sat down thereon and said 
to him, ** Blessed be the day to thee, O my lord Ala al-Din! 
Allah prosper thee and be good to thee, and perfect thy gladness 
and make it a wedding of weal and w'elfare^^’ He knitted his 
brows and frowned in answer to her; then asked her, “Wherein 
ha\e I failed of thy due, or wdiat ha\e I done to harm thee, 
that thou shouldst requite me after this fashion ^ She 
answered, “TIiou hast been no wise in default; but *tis yonder 
inscription WTitten on the door of Ihy shop that irketh me 
and \e\cth my heart. An thou ha\c the courage to change it 
and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from 
thine evil plight." And he answeicd, “Thy requirement is 
right easy: on niy head and eyes!" So saying he bi ought out 
a sequin,^ and summoning one of his jMamelukes, said to him, 
“ Get thee to Such-an-one the Senbe, and bid him wTite us 
an epigraph, adorned with gold and lapis lazuli, in these wwds, 
TiICRE be no CRMT save women’s CRAFl, rOR INDLLD THEIR 
CRAET IS A MIGHTY CRAFT® AND OVERCOMETII AND HUMBLETH 

the falses OP MEN." And she said to the wdiite slave, “ Fare 
thee forthright." So he repaired to the Scribe, who wTotc him 
the scroll, and be brought it to his master, wdio set it on the 
-door and asked the damsel, “ Is thy heart satisfied ?" She 
answered, “Yes^ Ansa forthwith and get thee to the place 
before the citadel, wdiere do thou foregather with all the mounte¬ 
banks and apc-danceis, and bear-leaders, and drummers and 
pipers, and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their 
kettle-drums and flageolets, whilst thou ait drinking cofiee Avith 
thy father-in-law the Kazi, and congratulate thee and wish thee 
joy, saying —A blessing, O son of our uncle ^ Indeed, thou 
art the vein* of our eye^ We rejoice for thee, and if thou be 


Ilf, more bewitching 

2 Arab. '* Shanfi ” more usually AshraQ, the Port, Xcrafim, a geld com 
s=s 6 s -7® 

3 The oft-repeated Koranic quotation 

H Arab '• 'Irk *’ our phrase is *' the apple of the eye 
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ashamed of us, venly ^ve pride ourselves upon thee; so, ah 
though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake 
thee, albeit thou forsake us» And do thou fall to throiving 
dinars and dirhams amongst them, whereupon the Kazi will 
question thee, and do thou answer him, saying •—My father was 
an ape-dancer, and this is our original condition, but our Lord 
opened on us the gate of fortune, and we have gotten us a name 
amongst the merchants and with their provost. Upon this he 
will say to thee. Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of 
the mountebanks? and do thou rejoin, I may in nonise deny iny 
origin for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour. The 
Kazi wall say, It may not be that thou shalt be given the 
daughter of a Shaykh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law, 
and 'whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the 
Apostle of Allah,^ nor is it meet that his daughter be in the 
power of a man w’^ho is an ape-dancer, a minstrel. Then do 
thou reply, Nay, O Efendi, she is my lawdul -^vife, and every 
hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I aviU not put her 
away though I be given the kingship of the world. At last 
be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce, and so shall 
the marriage be voided and ye be saved each from other." 
Quoth Ala al-Din, “Right is thy rede," and loclring up 
his shop, betook himself to the place-And Shahrazad per¬ 

ceived the dawn of day, and ceased saying her permitted say. 
\Yhereupon cried Dunyazad, her sister, “ O sister mine, how 
goodly is thy story, and how sweet!" She leplied, sajang, 
“And where is this compaied with that which I vail recount 
to thee next night, Inshallah ? " 

©Ijc pimTircU nnlf J3mctnmint5 

And whenas came the night, quoth Dimj^azad to her sister, “ 0 
sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, pray finish thy tale 
which shall beguile our watching through the dark hours." She 
replied .—With love and gladness! It hath reached me, 0 
generous King, that the young merchant betook himself to the 
place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the dancers, 
the drummers and pipers, and instructed them how they should 
do, promising them a mighty fine reward. They received his word 
with “ Hearing and obeying ”; and he betook himself on the 
morrow, after the morning prayer, to the presence of the Judge, 


1 Tkleamng that he ^vas a Sa) yid or a Sharif 
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who received him with humble courtesy and seated him by his 
side. Then he addressed him and began questioning him of 
matters of selling and bu}ing and of the price current of the 
various commodities which were carried to Baghdad from all 
quarters, ^\hilst his son-in-law replied to all \\hereof he was 
questioned. As they were thus conversing, behold, up came the 
dancers and drummers with their drums and pipers w’lth their 
pipes, whilst one of their number preceded them, A\ith a long 
ixjnnon-like banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with 
voice and limbs. When they came to the Court-house, the Kazi 
cried, “I seek refuge with Allah from }onder Satans**’ and the 
\oung merchant laughed but said naught. Then they entered 
and saluting his %vorship the Kazi, kissed Ala al-Din’s hands and 
said, ** A blessing on thee, O son of our uncle ^ Indeed, thou 
coolest our eyes in whatso thou docst, and w’c beseech Allah for 
the enduring greatness of our lord the Kazi, who hath honoured 
us by admitting thee to his connection, and hath allotted to us a 
portion in his high rank and degree.” When the Judge heard 
this talk, it bewildered his Avit and he 'was dazed and his face 
flushed wdth rage, and quoth he to his son-m-knv, “What words 
arc these ? ” Quoth the merchant, “ Know’cst thou not, O my 
lord, that I am of this tribe ? Indeed, this man is the son of my 
maternal uncle and that other the son of my paternal uncle, and 
if I be reckoned of the merchants, ’tis but by courtesy ! ” When 

the Kazi heard these words his colour changed-And 

Sliahrazad perceived the dawn of day, wdicreupon cned 
Dun} azad her sister, “ O sister mine, how* delectable is 
thy story and how desirable 1 ” She replied, saying, “ And 
w here is its first compared w’ith its last’ But I wnll forthwith 
relate it to you an I be spared and suffered to liv'e by the King, 
whom may Allah the Most High keep!” Quoth the King 
within himself, “By the Almighty, I wnli not slay her until I 
hear the end of her tale I ” 

(tljt CiDo illirr&t of t^c CTIjoiioanli iSiglib nnli a 

No\v wdienas came the night, quoth Diinya/ad to her sister, “O 
sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, prithee finish thy 
tale w'hich shall beguile our w’atching through the dark hours.” 
She replied:—With love and gladness> It hath reached me, 
O auspicious king, that the Kazi^s colour changed, and he w'as 
troubled and w\a\cd wroth wdth exceeding wTath, and wms like to 
burst for stress of rage. Then said he to the young merchant, 
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Allah forfend that this should last ^ How shall it be permitted 
that the daughter of the Kazi of the ^Moslems cohabit with a man 
of the dancers and \dle of origin ? By Allah, unless thou repudiate 
her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison and 
tliere confine thee till thou die* Had I foreknown that thou wast 
of them, I had not suffered thee near me, but had spat in thy face, 
for that thou art more ill-omened than a dog or a bog.^** Then 
he kicked him down from his place and commanded him to 
divorce; but he said, ** Be ruthful to me, O Efendi, for that Allah 
is ruthful, and hasten not: I will not divorce my wife, though 
thou give me the kingdom of Al-Irak,” The Judge was perplexed 
and knew that compulsion was not permitted of Holy Law*; so 
he bespoke the young merchant fair and said to him, “ Veil me,* 
so may Allah veil thee An thou divorce her not, this dishonour 
shall cleave to me till the end of time.” Then hiS fury gat the 
better of his wit and he ciied, “ An thou divorce her not of thine 
own will, I vail forthright bid strike off thy head and slay myself; 
Hell-flame but not shame.*” The merchant bethought himself 
a'whfie, then divorced her x\ulh a manifest divorce nnd a pubhc,^ 
and on this wise he von free from that unwelcome worry. Then 
he returned to his shop and presentl}’’ sought in marriage of her 
father her who had done with him what she did^ and who was 
the daughter of the Shaykh of the guild of the blacksmiths So 
he took her to wife and they abode each with other and lived the 
pleasantest of lives and the most delightsome, till the day of 
death: and,praise be to Allah the Lord of the Three Worlds. 


1 : ^ , than a Je\\ or a Christian So the Sultan, ^^hen appealed 
these religionists, who w'ere as usual squabbling and fighting, answered, 
'* What matter if the dog tear the hog or the hog tear the dog ? ” 

2 '* The Shari'at,” forbidding divorce by force, 

3 1 f , protect my honour , ^ ♦ 

4 For this proverb see vol iv. night ccccxi I ha\0 remarLed tnai 
** Shame” is not a passion in Europe as in the East, the W'estem equi\'alent 
to the Arab ” Haja” would be the Latin '* Pudor,” 

5 Arab '* Taldkan bainan,” here meaning a triple di\ orce before witness , 
making it irrevocable 

6 j f , who had plajed him that tnck. 
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NUR.AL DIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE 
DAMSEL SITT AL-MILAIL^ 


There was once, in da5’s of 3’oreanci in ages and times long gone 
before, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Abu 
abHasan, v.ho had money and means, slave-blacks and sla\ c-girls, 
lands and gardens, houses and Hammams in that city ; but he was 
not blessed with boon of child, and indeed his age waxed great. 
So he addressed himself to supplicate^ Allah Almighty in private 
and in public and in his bows and his prostrations and at the 
season of prayer-call, beseeching Him to \ouchsafe him, before 
his decease, a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions. 
The Lord answered his pra^ cr; his wnfc conceived, and the days 
of her pregnancy w’cre accomplished and her months and her 
nights; and the travail-pangs came upon her and she gate birth 
to a boy, as he were a slice of Luna. He had not his match 
for beauty, and he put to ^^hame the sun and the resplendent 
moon; for he had a beaming face and black e^cs of Babili 
wutchcry^ and aquiline nose and carnelian lips; in fine, he was 
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of folk of his lime, sans 
dubitation or gainsaying. IIis father jo3ed in him wnth exceeding 
joy and his heart wxas solaced and he wms at last happy: he 
made banquets to the folk and he clad the poor and the avkIows. 
Presently he named the boy Sidi Nur al-Din Ah, and reared him 
in fondness and delight among the hand-maids and thralls. When 
he had passed his seventh year, his father put him to school, 
where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of wTiting and 
reckoning; and w'hen he reached his tenth year, he w^as taught 
horsemanship and archery, and to occupy himself with arts and 
sciences of all kinds, part and parts.^ He grew^ up pleasant 
and polite, Avmsome and lovesome; a ravishment to all w^ho 
saw^ him, and he inclined to companying with brethren and 


1 TheBrcsl Edit {vol \u 50-116, nights dccccUni-dcccclw 1 cntitle=5 it 
“Talc oi Abu al-Hasan the Damascene and his son Sidi Nur al-Dm 'x\h 
Sidi means simply '* my lord/' but here becomes part of the name, a practice 
perpetuated m Zanzibar Sce\ol i\ night ccccIxxmi. 

2 j e . at the hours of canonical prayers and other suitable times he madt> 
an especial orison (du'd) for issue 

3 See vol i night ix for the traditional witchcraft of Babylonia 

4 * r, more or less thoroughl} 
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comrades, and mixing with merchants and travelled men. From 
these he heard tell of that which they had witnessed of the 
wonders of the cities in their wayfare, and heard them say, 
“Whoso journeyeth not enjoyeth naught^”; especially of the 
city of Baghdad. So he was concerned with exceeding concern 
for his lack of travel and disclosed this to his sire, who said 
to him, “ 0 my son, why do I see thee chagrined?” Quoth 
he, “ I w'ould fain travel ”; and quoth Abu al-Hasan, “ 0 my 
son, none travelleth save those whose need is urgent and those 
who are compelled thereto by v/ant. As for thee, 0 my son, thou 
enjoyest ample means; &o do thou content thyself with that 
which Allah hath given thee and be bounteous to others, even 
as He hath been bountiful to thee; and afflict not thyself with 
the toil and tribulation of travel, for indeed it is said that travel 
is a piece of Hell-torment.-” But the 3 'outh said, “ Needs must 
I journey to Baghdad, the House of Peace.” When his father 
saw’* the strength of his resolve to travel, he fell in with his 
wishes and fitted him out w*ith five thousand dinars in cash and 
the like in merchandise and sent wdtli him two sernng-men. 
So the youth fared forth, on the blessing of Allah Almighty*; 
and his parent ^\ent out vnth him, to take leave of* him, and 
returned to Damascus. As for Nur al-Din Ali, he ceased not 
travelling days and nights till he entered Baghdad city, and 
laying up his loads in the Wakalah,^ made for the Hammam- 
bath, where he did avay that which was upon him of the soil 
of the road and doffing his travelling clothes, donned a costly 
suit of Yainani stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he loaded 
his sleeve with a thousand miskals of gold and sallied forth 
a-walking and swaying gracefully as he paced along. His gait 
confounded all those who gazed upon him, as he shamed the 
branches wdth his shape and belittled the rose wuth the redness 
of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babdi witchcraft: thou 
w’ouldst deem that wffioso looked on him w'ould surely be pre¬ 
served from bane and bale^; for he wms even as saith of him one 
of his desenbers in these couplets :— 

1 t ^ * *‘he who quitteth not his natne countr) duerteth not himself with 
a sight of the wonders of the \vorld V 

2 For similar sajings, see \ol ^'ll night dcccclxw and my Pilgnmage 
i 127. 

3 ? , rel>*ing upon, etc 

4 The Egj’ptian term for a khan, called in Persia caravanserai (t^mrwan- 
serdi): and in Marocco funduk, from the Greek; whence the Spanish fonda. 
See\ol 1 night IX 

5 Arab. “ Balijah/’ to jingle with ** Babihyah ” 
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Th\ halers and cn\icrs say for jeer • A true sa> that profits \shat cars 
\\ lU hear; 

“ Xo boast 15 his whom the gear adorns; • The boast be his who 
adorns the gear I 

So Sidi Nur ahDiu w'cnt v;alking in the highways of the city 
and viewing its edifices and its bazars and thoioughfarcs and 
gazing on its folk. Presently, Abu Now as met him. (Now^ he 
w’as of those of wdioni it is said, They love fair lads/* and indeed 
there is said wdiat is said concerning him.) When he saw" 
Nur al-Dm All, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, 
Say, 1 take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak ! *’ Then he 
accosted the jouth and saluting him, asked him, ** Why do I see 
my lord lone and lorn ? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and 
knowest not this country; so, with leave of my lord, I wall put 
myself at his sendee and acquaint him with the streets, for 
that I know" this city/* Nur ai-Dm answ*ered, ‘‘ This wall be 
of thy favour, O nuncle/* Abu Nowms rejoiced at this and fared 
on wath him, show ing him the streets and bazars, till they came 
to the house of a sJave*dealer, ivliere he stopped and said to the 
youth, “ From w’hat city art thou ’ ” “ From Damascus/* replied 
Nur al-Din; and Abu Nowaas said, “ By Allah, thou art from a 
blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in these couplets :— 

Now is Damascus a garth adored * For her seekers, the Houris and 
Paradise hoys I' 

Sidi Kur al-Dm thanked him and the tw’ain entered the mansion 
of the slave-merchant. When the people of the house saw" Abu 
Now as, they rose to do him reverence, for that which they knew 
of his rank wdth the Commander of the Faithful, and the slave- 
dealer himself came up to them wdth tw"o chairs whereon they 
seated themselves. Then the slave-merchant w’ent inside and 
returning with a slave-girl, as she were a branch of Ban or a 
raltan-canc, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black 
and wdntc head dress w hose ends fell dowm over her face, seated 
her on a chair of ebony; after w"hich he cried to those who w'cre 
present, ‘‘ I w'ill discover to you a favour as it weie a full moon 
breaking forth from under a cloud-bank.” They replied, “ Do 
so”; whereupon he unveiled the damsel’s face and behold, she 
was like the shining sun, with shapely shape and dawm-bright 
cheeks and thready waist and heavy hips; brief, she was endowed 
w'ith an elegance, w"hose description is unfouud, and was even as 
sailh of her the poet^:— 

1 The lines, are in\ol m. night dcccKvi and\ol mi night dccccl I 
quote Mr Pajne 
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A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, » They’d leave their 
idols and her face for only Lord would Know; 

And if'into the briny sea one day she chanced to spii, » Assuredly the 
salt sea’s floods straight fresh and sweet would grow. 

The dealer stood at the hand-inaid’shead andoneofth6 merchants 
said, I bid a thousand dinars for her.” Quoth another,I bid 
one thousand one hundred dinars **; and a third, “ I bid twelve 
hundred/' Then said a fourth merchant, she mine for 
fourteen hundred ducats/* And the biddings standing still at 
that sum, her owner said, I will not sell her save with her 
consent: an it she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she 
wnlleth/* The slave^dealer asked him, “What is her name?’* 
Answered the othe^, “ Her name is “ Sitt al-MiUh'^’; whereupon 
the dealer said to her, “ With thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder 
merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars/’ Quoth she, 
“ Come hither to me/* So the man-vendor came up to her, 
and when he drew near she gave him a kick with her foot 
and cast him to the ground, saying, “ I will not have that old¬ 
ster/* The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from bis dress 
and head, and cried, “ Who biddeth more of us ? Who is 
desirous^ ? ” Said one of the merchants, “ I,” and the dealer 
said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant ? ” 
She replied “ Come hither to me ” ; but he rejoined, “ Nay; speak 
and I will hear thee from my place, for I will not trust myself 
to thee nor hold myself safe when near thee/* So she cried, 

“ Indeed, I will not have him/* Then the slave-dealer looked at 
her and seeing her fix eyes on the young Damascene, for that 
in very deed he had fascinated her with his beauty and loveliness, 
went up to him and said to him, “ O my lord, art thou a looker-on 
or a buyer? Tell me/’ Quoth Nur al-Dm, “ I am both looker- 
on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen 
hundred ducats ? ” And he pulled out the purse of gold. Here¬ 
upon the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and 
saying, So be it, so be it, or not at all ^ ” Then he came to 
the damsel and said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, shall I sell thee 
to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars ^ ” But 
she answered, “No,” of bashfulness before her master and the by¬ 
standers; whereupon the people of the bazar and the slave- 
merchant departed, and Abu Nowas and AIi Nur al-Din arose 
and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her 
owner’s house, full of love for the young Damascene. When the 


1 Lady or princess of the Fair (ones). 

2 ie ,oi bujTiig 
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night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her hcaif 
hung to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise sha 
abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from 
food. So her lord went in to her and asked her, ** O Sitt al-iyiilah, 
how findest thou thyself?'* Answered she, “ O my lord, dead 
without chance of deliverance, and I beseech thee to bring me my 
shroud, so I may look upon it ere I die.’* Therewith lie \vent out 
from her, sore concerned for her, and betaking himself to the 
ba::ar, found a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on 
the day when the damsel wms cried for sale. Quoth his friend to 
him, Why do I sec thee troubled ? ’* and quoth he, “ Sitt al-MiIah 
IS at the p>omt of death, and for three da}s she hath neither eaten 
nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her ease and she said ‘— 
O my lord, buy me a shroud so I may look upon it ere I die.** 
The draper replied, ** Mctliinks naught ailclh her but that she is 
in love with the young Damascene, and I counsel thee to mention 
his name to her, and declare to her that he hath foregathered with 
thee on her account, and is desirous of coming to thy quarters, 
so he may hear somewhat of her singing. An she say .—reek 
not of him, for there is that to do with me wdiich dislractcth me 
from the Damascene and from other than he, know that she 
snith sooth concerning her sickness ; but, an she siy thee other 
than this, acquaint me therewith.” So the man returned to his 
lodgingand going in to his slave-girl said to her, ** O Sitt al-MiIah, 
I went out for thy need, and there met me the young man of 
Damascus, and he saluted me w'lth the salarn and salutcth thee; 
he sccketh to w in thy favour and prayed me to admit him as a 
guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of 
thy singing.** When she heard speak of the 3’oung Damascene, 
slic gave a sob, that her soul was Iilce to leave hei body, and 
answered, know'eth my plight and how' these three dajs past 
I ha\e not eaten nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, 
by Allah of Alb Might, to do thy duty by the stranger, and bring 
him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.** When her 
master heard this, liis reason fled for joy, and he w’ent to his 
familiar the draper and said to him, Thou wast right in the 
matter of the damsel, for that she is in lo\e with the joung 
Damascene, so how' shall I manage ^ ” Said the other, “ Go to 
the bazar and w’hen thou scest him, salute him, and say to him:— 
Thy departure the other day, without wnnning thy wish, was 
grievous to me; so, an thou be still minded to buy the maid, 
I wdll abate thee of that wdiich thou badcst for her an hundred 
sequins by w'ay of gaining thy favour; seeing thou be a stranger 
voi.. IX. B B 
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in our land. If he say to thee:—I have no desire for her and hold 
off from thee, be assured that he ^vlll not buy; in ^\hich case, let 
me know, so I may devise thee another device; and if he say to 
thee other than this, conceal not from me aught.** So the girPs 
owner betook himself to the bazar, where he found the youth 
seated at the upper end of the place where the merchants mostly 
do meet, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the 
moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man 
returned his salam and he said to him, O my lord, be not 
offended at the damsel’s speech the other day, for her price shall 
be lowered to the intent that I iiiay secure thy favour An thou 
desire her for naught, I will send her to thee, or an thou 
^\ouldst have me abate to thee her price, I will well, for 1 desire 
nothing save what shall content thee; seeing thou art a stranger 
in our land, and it behoveth us to treat thee hospitably and haie 
consideration for thee.” The youth replied, “ By Allah, I ivill 
not take her from thee but at an advance on that winch I bade 
thee for her afore; so wilt thou now sell her to me for one 
thousand and seven hundred dinars ? ” And the other rejoined, 
‘‘O my lord, I sell her to thee, may Allah bless thee m her I” 
Thereupon the young man went to lus quarters and (etching a 
purse, sent for the girPs oivner and weighed out to him the price 
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between the twain. Then said 
he, ** Bring her forth**; but the other replied, ‘‘ She cannot come 
forth at this present; but be thou niy guest the lest of this day 
and night, and on the morrow thou shalt take thy slave-girl and 
go in the ward of Allah.” The youth agreed with him on this and 
he earned him to his house, where, after a little, he bade meat 
and wine be brought, and they ate and drank. Then said Nur 
al-Din to the girl’s owner, would have thee bring me the 
damsel, because I bought her not but for the like of this time ** 
So he arose and going in to the girl, said to her, O Sitt al-Milah, 
the young man hath paid down thy pnee and we have bidden hup 
hither, so he hath come to our quarters and we have entertained 
him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.** There¬ 
with the damsel rose deftly and doffing her dress, bathed and 
donned sumptuous apparel and Tperfumed herself and went out to 
hnn, as she were a branch of Ban or a cane of rattan, followed by 
a black slave-girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the 
young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she 
took the lute from the slave-girl and screwing up its pegs,^ smote 


I Arab **Azan-hu/' ht =itsear6 
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thereon in four-and-lW{,nty modes, after which she icturncd to the 
fnst and sang these couplets:— 

M\ joy in tins ViOild is to see and sit near thee « Thy Io\c*s iny ichgion, 
thy Union my pleasure 

Attest it these tears ^^hen in memory^ I spoor thee, • And unchecked 
doum my checks pours the flood \uthout incasinc 
By Allah, no rival m love liast to fear thee; • Tin tin * la\c as I swarc, 
and this troth is my trcasuic. 

Be not this our last incctui*;: hy Allah I swear thee • Thy sc\crancc 
to me were most bitter displeasure I 

The >oimg man was moved to delight and cried, “By" Allah, 
thou sayest well, O Sitt nl-Milah 1 Let me heai morc.’^ Then 
he largcssed her with fifty gold pieces and they dranh, and the 
cups made circuit among them; and her seller said to her, 
“O Silt al-Milah, this is the season of farewelhng; so let us 
hear somewhat thereon.** Accouhngly she struck the lute and, 
touching upon that which was in her heart, improvised these 
couplets:— 

1 thole longing, remembrance and sad repine, • my licart can brook 
woes in so lengthened hnc, 

O my lords think not 1 foigct }our love; • My ease is sure case and 
cure shows no Mgn. 

If cicalurc could swim in the food of lus tears, % I wcic first to swim 
in these floods of brine: 

O Cup boy withhold cup and bowl from a wretch • Who ne’er ceaseth 
to drink of her tears for wmc 1 

Had I known that parting would do me die, • Iliad shuked to part, 
but—“kwas Fate’s design 

Now whilst they w'crc thus enjoying w’hatso is most delicious of 
case and delight, and indeed the wine was to them sw^cet and 
the talk a treat, behold, there came a knocking at the xioor. So 
the house-master went out, that he might see what might be 
the matter, and found ten head of the Caliph’s eunuchs at the 
entrance. When he saw tins, he wms startled and said, “ What 
is to do ? ** “ The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and 

requireth of thee the slavc«girl w'hom thou hast exposed for sale 
and whose name is Sitt al-Tililah,” “ By" Allah, I have sold her.” 

Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she 
is not in thy quarters.” The slaver made oath that he had sold 
her, and that she wms no longer at his disposal: y et they paid 
no heed to his w"ord, and forcing their way into the house, found 
the damsel and the young Damascene m the sitting-chamber. 
So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, “ This is my 

BBS 
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slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money but they 
hearkened not to his speech, and taking her earned her off to 
the Piince of True Believers. Therewith Nur al-Din’s pleasure 
was troubled: he arose and donned his dress, and his host said, 
“ Whither away this night, O my lord? '' Said he, ‘‘ I purpose 
going to my quarters, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the 
palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my sla\e- 
girl/* The other leplied, “ Sleep till the morning, and fare not 
forth at the like of this hour/’ But he rejoined, “ Needs must I 
go ’’; and the host said to him, Go in Allah his safeguard.” 
So the youth Avent forth and, drunkenness hawng got the 
master}’' of his wdts, he threw himself dowm on a bench before 
one of the shops. Now^ the 'watchmen w'ere at that hour making 
their lounds and they smelt the s\vcet scent of essences and i\ine 
that recked from him ; so they made for it, and suddenly beheld 
the youth lying on the bench, without sign of recovering. They 
poured water upon him, and he aw oke, w’hereupon they earned 
him to the office of the Chief of Police, and he questioned him of 
his case. He replied, “O my lord, I am an alien in this town and 
have been with one of my friends: I came forth from his house 
and drunkenness overcame me/’ The Wall bade carry him to 
his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, Al-Muradi 
hight, said to him, What wdlt thou do ? This man is robed 
m rich raiment and on his finger is a golden ring, Avhose bezel is 
a ruby of great price; so we ayiU carry him aw\ay and slay him, 
and take that Avhich is upon him of clothes and bring to thee all 
^Ye get; for that thou wait not often see profit the Idee thereof, 
especially as this fellow is a foreigner and there is none to ask after 
him,* ” Quoth the Chief, ** This wight is a thief, and that which 
he saith is leasing.*’ Nur aUDin said, “Allah forfend that I 
should be a thief r* but the Wah anstvered, “Thou hest/* So 
they stripped him of his clothes and, taking the seal-ring from his 
finger, beat him watli a gnevous beating, w’hat “while he cried out 
for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but 
none protected him. Then said he to them, O folk, ye are qmt 
of that 'which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my 
lodging.” They replied, “Leave this knaveiy^ O rascaP thine 
intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the IXlorrow^” The youth 
cried, “ By the truth of the One, the Eternal One, I will not sue 


r Here again the policeman is made a ^nIIam of the deepest dj e, bad 
enough to gratify the intelligence of his deadliest enemy, a lodging-keeper la 
London 

2 j , }ou are welcome to it and so it becomes lawful to }OU 
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any for them'*’ hut they said, We find no \\ay to this.” And 
the Prefect bade them bear him to the Tigris and there slay him 
and cast him into the stream. So they diaggcd him away, while 
he W'cpt and said the words wdiich shall iiowuse shame the sa}cr ‘ 
There IS no “Majesty and there is no flight save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great 1 ” When they came to tlie Tigris, one of 
them drew the sw’oid upon him, and AblMuradi said to the 
swoidcr, Smite off his head”; but one of them, hight Ahmad, 
cned. folk, deal softly wuth this poorwictch and slay him 
not unjust I \ and wuckcdly, for I stand in fear of Allah Almighty, 
lest He burn me wnth Ilis fire.” Quoth Al-T^Iuradi, ** A truce to 
this talk*” and quoth the Ahmad aforesaid, An ye do wath him 
aught, I wall acquaint the Commander of the Faithful.” They 
asked, “IIow% then, shall wx do wulli him?” and he answered, 
“ Let us deposit him in prison and 1 will be answerable to you 
for Ills provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he 
is a wuoiigcd man.” Accordingly they agreed to this, and taking 
him up cast bun into the Prison of Blood,' and then went their 
ways. So far as regards them; but rctuining to the damsel, they 
earned her to the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased 
lum; so he assigned her a chamber of the chambers of choice. 
She tarried in the palace, neither eating nor drinking and weep¬ 
ing sans surcease night and day, till, one night, the Caliph sent 
for her to his sitting-hall and said to her, ** O Silt al-Milah, be 
of good cheer and keep thine eyes cool of tear, for I wall make thy 
rank higher th.in any of the concubines, and thou shall see that 
wduch shall rejoice thee.” She kissed ground and wept; wdicre- 
upon the Prince of True Bclie\ers called for her lute and bade 
her sing: so in accordance with that wdiich w\as in her heart, she 
sang these improvised couplets:— 

r5y the slieen of thy soul rind tlie sliccn of thy smile,® * Say, moan’st 

thou for doubt or is’l nng-do\c*s moan ? 

How many have died who by lo\c were slain 1 • Fails iny patience but 

blaming my blamcrs wonc 

Now' when she had made an end of her song, she threw^ the lute 
from her hand and wept till she fainted aw'ay, whereupon the 
Caliph bade carry her to her chamber. But he w'as fascinated 
by her and loved her wuth exceeding love; so, after a wdiile, he 
again commanded to bring her in to the presence, and wdicn she 

1 Arab ’* Sijn al-Bam,” the Carcerc duro inaspnto {to speak Trieslme), 
where men convicted or even accused of bloodshed were confined 

2 Arab "Malusim'’, plur. of Mabsim, a smiling mouth which shows 
the foreteeth. 
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came, he ordered her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and 
chanted to it that which was in her heart and improvised these 
couplets;— 

Have I patience and strength to support this despair’ ♦ Ahjhowcouldst 
thou purpose afar to fare ? 

Thou art swayed by the spy to my cark and care: * No marvel an 
branchlct sw\ay here and tlicrc^ I 

With unbearable load thou woulclst load mo, still * Thou loadest with 
love w’hich I theewards bear 

Then she cast the lute from her hand and fainted away; so she 
was earned to her sleeping-eh amber and, indeed, passion grew 
upon her. After a long while, the Pnnee of True Believers sent 
for her a third time and commanded her to sing. So she took 
the lute and chanted these couplets — 

O of piebald wdld ye dunes sandy and drear, * Shall the teenful lover 
’scape teen and tear ? 

Shall ye see me joined with a lo\cr, who * Still flics or shall meet \ve 
in joyful cheer ? 

O hail to the faw*n wdth the Houri eye, * Like sun or moon on horuon 
clear 1 

He saith to lovers, ** What look 5 c on ? " » And to stonj hearts, “ Say, 
what love ye dear - ? ” 

I pray to Him w^bo departed us • With severance-doom, ‘*Bc oar 
union near 1 " 

When she had made an end of her verse, the Commander of the 
Faithful said to her, ** O damsel, thou art in love ” She replied, 
‘‘ Yes’*; and he asked, “With whom ^ ” Answered she, “ With 
my lord and sovran of my tenderness, for whom my love is as 
the love of the earth for rain, or as the desire of the female for 
the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh 
and my blood, and hath entered into the channels of my bones 
O Prince of true Believers, whenever I call him to mind m) 
vitals are consumed, for that I have not yet won my wish of him, 
and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I had assuredly 
slain myself.” Thereupon quoth he, “Art thou in my presence, 
and durst bespeak me with the like of these words ^ Forsure 
will gar thee forget thy lord.** Then he bade take her away, so 
she was carried to her pavilion and he sent her a concubine 'Wit 
a casket wherein were three thousand ducats and a collar of go 
set with seed-pearls and great unions, and jewels, worth ot ler 
three thousand, saying to her, “ The slave-girl and that w^hich is 


1 The branchlet, as usual, is the jouth's slender form 

2 Subaudtt *'An ye disdain my love 
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with hei Arc a gift from me to thee/* When she heard this, she 
cried, “Allah forfend that I be consoled for the love oi my lord 
and my master, though with an earlh-full of goldT’ And she 
improvised and recited these couplets — 

By his hfc I s\vcar, by liis life I pra\ ; • Tor him fire Td enter unful 
dismay 1 

“Console thee {cry they) ^vith anothci fere -» Thou lo\cst’” and I, 
“ By’s life, nay, NAV! 

He’s moon whom beauty and ^lace airay, • Prom wliose checks and 
brow slunclh light ol da\. 

Then the Commander of the Faubful summoned her to his pie- 
sence a fourth tune and said, “ O Sitl abMilah, sing/* So she 
recited and sang these couplets *— 

The lo\ cr’s heart bv his 1 )d1o\ cd is oft di^^hcarlcncd * And by the hand 
of sickness eke his spntc dispiutul, 

One asked, “ What is the taste of lovc*^** and I to him replied,* 

“ Love is a s>\cct at first hut oft in fine unsweetened/* 

I am (he thrall of Lo\c who keeps the troth of lo%e to them- • But oft 
they pro\cd tiiemscl%cs ^CTrkui)’* in pact with me (hey made. 

What in their camp remains ’ 1 hey bound their loads and fared 
away; • To other feres the veiled Fairs m cm tamed litters sped, 
At even' station the beloved billowed all of Joseph’s charms. * The 
lover woned with Jacob’s v\oc ni cvciy shift of stead. 

When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her 
hand and wept herself a-swoon. So they sprinkled on her musk- 
minglcd rose-water and willow-Hovvcr water; and when she came 
to her senses, Al-Rashid said to her, “ O Sitt al-lMilah, this is 
not just dealing m thee. We lo\ c thee and thou lovest another.*' 
She replied, “ O Commander of the Faithful, there is no help for 
it/' Thereupon he was wnoth wnth her and cned, “By the virtue 
of Hamzah* and *AUF and T^Iohammed, Pnnee of the Apostles, 
an thou name in my presence one other than I, I wall assuredly 
order strike off thy head ^" Then he bade return her to her 
chamber, wdulst she wept and recited these couplets:— 

“Oil brave!” Fd ciy an I m> death could view,* My death were 
better than these griefs to rue. 

Did sabre hew me limb by limb; this were ♦ Naught to affright a lover 
leal true. 


1 In the text *'sleep 

2 ** Them ” and him " for “ her ” 

3 ’Urlub, a Jew of Yathnb or Klmybar, immortalised m the A P (1 454) 
as more promise-breaking than 'Urkub ** 

4 Uncle oi Mohammed See vol vi night dcccMi 

5 First cousin of Mohammed bee ib 
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Then the Cahph T\-ent in to the Lady Zubaydah, complexion- 
altered with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, 
** How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful 
changed of colour? He replied, ‘‘ O daughter of my uncle, I 
have a beautiful slavc-girl, who reciteth verses by rote and telleth 
various tales, alid she bath taken my whole heart; but she loveth 
other than myself, and declareth that she affecteth her foniier 
lord; so I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my 
sitting-hall and sing for other than for me, I will assuredly 
shorten her highest part by a span.” Quoth Zubaydah, ‘‘Let 
the Commander of the Faithful favour me by presenting her, so 
I may look on her and hear her singing, ” Accordingly he bade 
fetch her and she came, upon which the Lady Zubaydah with¬ 
drew behind the curtain,^ where the damsel saw her not, and 
Ai-Rashid said to her, “ Sing to us.” So she took the lute and 
tuning It, iccited these couplets:— 

d my lord 1 since the day vhen I lost your sight, * My life was unglad- 
dened, my heart full of teen ; 

The memory of 3^011 kills me every night; ♦ b}'all theworJdsis 

m3' trace unseen; 

All for love of a Fawm who hath snared my sprite • By lus love and his 
brow as the morning sheen 

Like a left hand parted from brother right • I became by parting 
thro* Fortune's spleen. 

On the brow of him Beaut 3 ' deigned indite * “ Blest be Allah, whom 
best of Creators I w'cen 1 ** 

And Him I pra 3 ', who could disunite ♦ To xe-umte us. Then cry 
“ Amcen I 

When Al-Rashid heard the end of this, he waxed exceeding 
wroth and said, “ iMay Allah not reunite you tv\ain m gladness’ * 
Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented 
himself, he said to him, “Strike off the head of this accursed 
slave-girl. ” So IMasrur took her by the hand and led her away, 
but, when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Caliph, 
“ O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers 
and forefathers, behead me not until thou give ear to that I shall 
say * ” Then she improvised and recited these couplets.— 

Emir of Justice, be to lieges kind * For Justice ,e\er guides thy 
generous mind, 


1 Arab *' Al-Bashkhanah ** 

2 te, Amen See \ ol vii night dccca\xix. 
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And^oh, who blamcst lo%c to him inclining I • Arc losers blnmcd for 
lAchos mido‘=ignocl ? 

By Him Avho ga\o Ihcc rule, deign <^parc my life • For rule on caith 
He hath to thee as<;igncd. 

Then iMasrur earned her to the other end of the sitting-hali and 
l>onnd her eyes, and inalcing her sit stood awaiting a second 
order; whereupon quoth the Lady Zuba^dah, O Prince of True 
Believers, with thy permission, wnit thou not vouchsafe this 
damsel a portion of thy clemency ? An thou slay her, ’t\vcre 
injustice” Quoth he, “What is to be done wath her’” and 
quoth she, “ Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be 
as she descriheth him in beaut}' and loveliness, siie is excused, 
and if he be not on this wise then kill her, and this shall be thy 
plea against herd” Al-Kashid replied, “No harm in this rede”, 
and caused return the damsel to her chamber, sa}ing to her, 
“The Lady Zubaydah saith thus and thus” She lejomed, 
“God requite her for me with good* Indeed, thou dealest 
cqtutably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment.” 
And he retorted, “ Go now' to thy place, and to*moriow' w’e w'ill 
bid them bring thy loid.” So she kissed giound and recited 
these couplets.— 

I indeed will well for whom love I will: • Let chidcr chide and let 
hlamcr blame: 

All lues must die at fixt tide and term • But I must die ere my life 
term came: 

Then oh wliosc love hath afihclod me • We I wall but thy presence in 
haste I claim 

Then she arose and returned to her chamber. Now on the 
morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat in his hall of 
audience, and his Wazir Ja’afar bin Yahya the Barmecide came 
in to him; wdiercupon he called to him, saying, “I w'ould have 
thee bring me a youth wdio is lately come to Baghdad, bight Sidi 
Nur al-Dm Ah the Damascene.” Quoth Ja’afar, “ Hearing and 
obeying,” and going forth in quest of the 5’’outh, sent to the 
bazars and Wakalahs and IChans for three successive days, but 
discovered no trace of him, neither happened upon the place of 
him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the 
Caliph and said to him, “O our lord, I have sought him these 
three days, but have not found him.” Said Al-Rashid, “Alake 
ready letters to Damascus Peradventure he hath returned to 
his owm land ” Accordingly Ja’afar wrote a letter and despatched 


I When ashed, on Doomsday, his justification for ha\ing slam her 
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it by a droincclary-couricr to the Damascus-city; and they sought 
him there and found him not. Meanwhile, news was brought 
that Khorasan had been conquered ^; whereupon Al-Rasbid 
rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all in the gaol, 
giving each of them a ducat and a dress. So Ja*afar applied 
himself to the adornment of the city, and bade his brother Al-Fazl 
iide to the prison, and robe and set free the pnsoners, Al-Fazl 
did as his brother commanded, and released all save the young 
Damascene, who abode still in the prison of blood, saying, “There 
is no Majesty, and there is no ]Might save in Allah, the Glorious, 
the Great! Verily, \vc are God’s and to Him are we returning.” 
Then quoth AbFazl to the gaoler, “ Is there any left in the 
prison ? ” Quoth lie, “ No, ” and AhFazl was about to depart, 
when Nur al-Din called out to him from within the prison, 
saying, “ O our lord, tarry^ awhile, for there reniaineth none in 
the prison other than I, and indeed I am wronged. 'This is a day 
of pardon, and there is no disputing concerning it ’’ Al-Fazl bade 
release him ; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a 
ducat. Thereupon the young man went out, bewildered and 
unknowing whither he should w end, for that he had sojourned in 
the gaol a year or so, and indeed his condition was changed and 
his favour fouled, and he abode walking and turning round, lest 
Al-Muradi come upon him and cast him into another calamity. 
When Al-isluradi learnt his release, he betook himself to the 
Wali and said, “ O our lord, we are not assured of our lives from 
that youth, because he hath been freed from prison and we fear 
lest he complain of us,” Quoth the Chief, “ How’ shall we do ^ 
and quoth AFMuradi, “ 1 'uiU cast him into a calamity for thee.” 
Then he ceased not to follow the Damascene from place to place, 
till he came up with him m a nariow stead and cul-dc-sac, where¬ 
upon he accosted him and casting a cord about his neck, cned 
out, “ A thief * ” The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell 
to beating and abusing Nur al-Din,^ whilst he cried out for 
aidance but none aided him, and AFiMuradi kept saying to him, 
“ But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and 
to-day thou robbest 1 ” So the hearts of the mob were hardened 
against him and again Al-Muradi earned him to the Chief of 

1 Khorasan, which included our Afghanistan, turbulent then as now, was 
in a chronic state of rebellion during the latter part of Al-Rashid's reign 

2 The brutality of a Moslem mob on such occasions is phenomenal no 
fellow-feeling makes them decentlj kind And so at executions even women 
will take an active part in insulting and tormenting the criminal, tearing ms 
hair, spitting in his face, and so forth It is the instinctue brutality 
which wild beasts and birds tear to pieces a wounded companion 
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Police, who bade hew ofi' hi‘^ hand. Accordingly, the hangman 
look him nnd bringing out tiic knife, proceeded to cut off hi’^ 
hand, while AbMuradi said to him, “ Cut and sever the bone and 
fry* not m oil (he stump for him, so he may lose all Ins blood and 
we be at test from him.” But Ahmad, he who had belore been 
the cause of his deliverance, sprang up to him and ciicd, *'0 foil:, 
fear Allah in }our action with this youth, for that I know his 
affair, first and last, and he is clear of offence and guiltless: he is 
of the lords of houses,- and unless desist from him, I will go up 
to the Commander of the Faithful ^and acquaint him with the case 
from beginning to end, and that the youth is innocent of sin or 
crime.’’ Quoth Al-Muradi, “ Indeed, we arc not assured from his 
mischief”; and quoth Ahmad, Set him ficc and commit him to 
me and I will w%arrant )0U against his doings, for ye sh.ill never 
see him again after this. ” So they delivered Nur al-Din to him 
and he took him from their hands nnd said to him, ** O youth, 
have ruth on Ihvsclf, for indeed thou hast fallen into the linnds of 
these folk Iwdce, and if they pievail over thee a third time they 
will make an end of thee; and I in doing thus with thee, aim at 
reward for thee and recompense in Heaven and answer of 
prayer.^” So Nur al-Din fell to kisMiig his hand and blessing 
him said, ** Know' that 1 am a stranger in this your city, and the 
completion of kindness is belter than its commencement; where- 
fore I pray thee of thy favour that thou nvikc perfect to me thy 
good offices and generosity, and bring me to (he city-gate. So will 
thy beneficence be accomplished unto me, and may God Almighty 
requite thee for me with good!” Alim.ul replied, No harm 
shall betide thee : go; I will bear thee company till thou come to 
thy place of safety.” And lie left him not till he brought him to 
the city-gate, and said to him, “ O youth, go in Allah’s guard and 
return not to the city; for, an tliey fall in with thee again, the}’ 
will make an end of thee.” Nur al-Din kissed his hand and 
going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a 
mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered 
therein wnth the night. Now he had with him naught wherewith 
he might cover hinibelf; so he wrapped himself up in one oc the 
mats of the mosque and thus abode till dawm, wdien the Muezzins 
came and finding him seated in such ease, said to iiim, ‘‘ O youth, 


I The popuKr \say of stopping hremorrhnse by plunging the slump into 
burning oil. which continued even in Europe till Ambrose Parc taught men to 
take up the artcnc> 

z If, folk of good famiU 

3 I the result of thy fervent pra}crs to Allah for me 
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what is this plight ? Said he, I cast myself on your protection, 
implonng }Our defence from a company of folk wdio seek to slay 
me unjustly and wTongously, without cause.And one of the 
Muezzins said, ** I wnll protect thee; so be of good cheer and 
keep thine eyes cool of tear,” Then he brought him old clothes 
and covered him therewith; he also set before him somewdiat of 
victual and seeing upon him signs of fine breeding, said to him, 
“ O my son, I grow old and desiring help from thee, I will do away 
th}' necessity.” Nur al-Din replied, “To hear is to obey”; and 
abode wdth the old man, who rested and took his ease, wdiile the 
youth did his service in the mosque, celebrating the praises of 
Allah, and calling the Faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps 
and filling the spout-pots^ and sweeping and cleaning out the 
place of w'orship. On this wdse it befell the young Damascene; 
but as regards Sitt al-IMilah, the Lady Zubaydah, the wufe of the 
Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and 
assembled her slave-girls. And the damsel came, w’^eeping-eyed 
and heavy-hearted, and those piesent blamed her for this, where¬ 
upon she recited these couplets •— 

i'e blame the mourner who w^eeps his w’oc ; • Needs must the mourner 
Slug, w coping sore, 

An 1 sec not some happy day Fll weep » Brme-tears till follow^cd by 
gouts of gore. 

When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubaydah 
bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt 
al-Milah, whereupon she took the lute, and tuning it carolled 
thereto four-and-tw^euty carols in four-and-tw’enty modes, then 
she returned to the first and sang these couplets :— 

The World hath shot me with all her shafts * Departing friends 
paiting-grief t’ aby: 

So in heart the burn of all hearts I bear * And m eyes the tear-drops 
of ever\'^ eye. 

When she had made an end of her song, she w’ept till she garred 
the bystanders w'eep, and the Lady Zubaydah condoled with her 
and said to her, “ Allah upon thee, O Sitt al-Milah, sing us 
somew^hat, so w^e may hearken to thee.” The damsel replied, 
“ Hearing and obeying,” and sang these couplets — 

People of passion, assemble ye I * This day be the day of our agony: 
The Raven of se\crance croaks at our doors; * Our ^a^en which nigh 
to us aye see w'e. 

I Arab '* Al-Abilrik,’' plur of Ibrik, an ewer containing water for the 
Wuzu-ablution I have already explained that a Jloslem wishing to be 
ceremonial!)^ pure, cannot wash as Kuropeans do, in a basin w’hose contents 
are fouled b> the first touch 
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The fricncU v.c lo\c have appointed us ♦ The t^nc^ousc^t paitintt-dulc 
to dree. 

Uisc, by jour lucs^ and let all at once • Fare to sccL our friends where 
their sight we see* 

Then she threv; the lute from her hand and shed tears till she 
drew tears from the Lady Zubajdah, who said to her, ‘*0 Sitt 
al-Milah, he whom tliou Invest mclhiulcs is not in this world, for 
the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, 
but hath not found him Whereupon tlie dam^^el arose, and 
kissing the Princess’s hands said to her, ‘‘ O my lady, an thou 
wouldst have him found, I have this night a icqucst to make 
whereby thou mayst win my need with the Caliph.Quoth the 
Lady, ** And what is it?" and quoth Sitt abMilah,‘‘Tis that 
thou get me leave to fare forth by myself and go round about m 
quest of him three days, for the adage saith, Whoso kccneth for 
licrself is not like whoso is hired to keen M An if 1 find him, 
I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he 
maj do with us wdiat he will, and if I find him not, I shall be 
cut off from hope of him and the heat of that which is with me 
wall be cooled" Quoth the Lady Zubajdah,wall not get 
thee lca\e from him hut for a wdiole month; so be of good cheer 
and eyes cool and clear " Whereat Sitt abMilah rejoiced and 
rising, Kassed ground before her once more and went away to her 
owm place, and right glad waas she. As for Zubaydah, she wxnt 
in to the Caliph and talked wath him awhile, then she fell to 
kissing him between the eyes and on his hand, and asked him for 
that winch she had promised to Sitt al-Milah, saying, O Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this 
Avorld; but, an she go about seeking him and find linn not, her 
hopes will be cut off and her mind wall be set at rest and she will 
sport and laugh and, indeed, while she nourisheth hope, she 
will never take the right direction." And she ceased not cajoling 
him till he gave Silt al-Milah Iea\e to fare forth and make search 
for her lord a month’s space, and ordered her a nding-mule and 
an eunuch to attend her, and bade the privy purse give her all 
she needed, were it a thousand dirhams a day or even more. So 
the Lady Zubaydah arose and returning to her palace bade 
summon Sitt ab^Milah and, as soon as she came, acquainted her 
with that winch had passed; wiiercupon she kissed her hand and 
thanked hei and called down blessings on her. Then she took 


I Arab "Ndihah,” the prxfica or mjriologist See \oI. i night \>cx 
The proverb means, ** If jou want a thing done, do it yourself.’* 
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leave of the Princess and veiling her face with a mask,^ disguised 
herself®; after which she mounted the she-mule, and sallying forth 
went round about seeking her lord in the highways of Baghdad 
three days’ space, but happened on no tidings of him; and on 
the fourth day she rode forth without the city, No\V it was the 
noon-hour and fierce was the heat, and she was aweary, and 
thirst came upon her. Presently she reached the mosque of the 
Shaykh who had lodged the young Damascene, and dismounting 
at the door, said to the old !Mue^zin, “ O Shaykh, hast thou a 
draught of cold water ^ Veiily, I am overcome with heat and 
thirst.” Said he, “’Tis with me in my house.” So he earned 
her up into his lodging and, spreading her a carpet, seated her, 
after which he brought her cold w’ater and she drank and said to 
the eunuch, “Go thy ways wdth the mule and to-morrow come 
back to me here.” Accordingly he w^ent away and she slept 
and rested herself. When she aw’oke, she asked the old man, 
“ 0 Shaykh, hast thou aught of food ^ ” and he answ^ered; “ 0 my 
lady, I have bread and olives.” Quoth she, “That be food 
v\hich befitteth only the like of thee. As for me, I will have 
naught save roast lamb, and soups, and reddened fowls nght 
fat, and ducks farcis with all manner stuffing of pistachio nuts and 
sugar.” Quoth the Muezzin, “ O my lady, I have never heard 
of this chapter ^ in the Koran, nor was it revealed to our lord 
Llohammed, whom Allah save and assain^I” She laughed and 
said, “ O Shaykh, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring 
me pen-case and paper.” So he brought her what she sought, 
and she wrote a note and gave it to him, together with a seal-nng 
from her finger, saying, “Go into the city and enquire for Such- 
an-one the Shroff, and give him this my note.” Accordingly the 
oldster betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and asked for 
the money-changer, to wdiom they directed him, So he gave him 
ring and w’rit, seeing wdiich, he kissed the letter, and breaking it 


1 Arab **Burka\” the face \eil of Eg3pt, SjTia, and Arabia with two 
holes for the ejes, and the end hanging to the waist, a great contrast with the 
** Litham,** or coquettish fold of transparent mushn afiected by modest women 
in Stambnl 

2 * f . donned petticoat-trousers and walking boots other than those she 
was wont to wear 

3 "Surah" (Koranic chapter) tnaj be a clerical error for "Surah *’ (with 
a Sdd) = sort, fashion (of food) 

4 1 his IS solemn religious chaff, the Shaikh had doubtless often dippco 
hi8 hand abroad m such dishes, but hke a good ^Moslem, he contented 
himself at home wnth "wheaten scones and olives, a kind of sacramental food, 
hke bread and wine in southern Europe But his retort would be acceptable 
to the True Believer who, the strictest of conservatives, prides himself on 
imitating in all points the saj mgs and doings of the Apostle 
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open, read at and apprehended al*s contents. Then he repaired to 
the bazar, and buying all that she bade him, Iviid it in a porter's 
crate and made him go with the Shaykh. The old man took the 
Hammdl and went A\ith him to the mosque, where he relieved 
him of his burden and earned the rich viands in to Silt al-r^Iikih* 
She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, oi those 
dainty cates, till the) were satisfied, wdicn the Shaykh rose and 
removed the food from before her. She passed that night m liis 
lodging, and W’hcn she got up in the morning she said to him, 
“ O elder, may 1 not lack thy kind offices for the breakfast] Go 
to the ShrofTand fetch me fiom him the like of yesterday's food.” 
So he arose and betaking Inmsclf to the monej^-changer, ac¬ 
quainted him uith that which she had bidden him. The Shro 
brought him all she required and set U on the heads of Hanimals; 
and the Shaykh took them and ret uni cd with them to the damsel, 
when she sal dow'n wnth him nuci they ale their surficiency, after 
wdiich he removed the rest of tiic meats. Then she took the 
fruits and the flowcis and setting them over against heiscb, 
WTOUght them into rings and knots and writs, whilst the Shaikh 
looked on at a thing whose like he had uuver m his life seen, and 
rejoiced m the sight. Presently sud she to him, O elder, I 
would faui drink.” So he aiosc ami brought her a gugglet ol 
w'alcr, but she cried to him, “Who sard to thee, Fetch that?” 
Quoth he, “Saidst thou not to me, 1 would fain dnnk ? ” and 
(juoth she, “I want not this, nay, I want wme, tlic solace oi 
the soul, so haply, O Shaykh, 1 ina) refresh myself therewith.” 
Exclamud the old man, “ Allali forfaid that strong drink be 
drunk in m 3 ’' liouse, and I a stranger in the land and a 
IVIuczzin and an Imam, wdio icadctli the True Believers in 
prayer, and a servant of the House of the Lord of the three 
Worlds ^ “ Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in tby 

house ? ” Because 'tis unlawful.” O elder, Allah hath forbidden 
only the eating of blood and carrion ^ and hog's flesh: tell me, are 
grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?” ‘‘They are laivfuk” 
“This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey.” “Leave 
this th}^ talk, for thou shall never dnuk wane m my house.” 
“ O Shaykh, people cat and drink and enjoy themselves, and w'c are 
of the number of the folk, and Allah is indulgent and merciiuL*” 


Ilf, animals that died without being ceremonially kiUcJ 
2 Koran 11 lOS This from the Chapter of the L-ow, iihere **Unt 
which dicth of itself (camon), blood, pork, and that over which other name 
but that of Allah (if. idols) hath been iinofcd" arc forbidden But ihe 
vtrset humanely conciiidcb ** Whoso, ho%ve\er, shall eat them bj constraint, 
without desire, or iib a transgrc;>bor, tnen no sm shall be upon him '* 
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‘‘ This is a thing that may not be/’ ** Hast thou not heard what 
the poet saith ? ” And she recited these couplets:— 

Cease thou to hear, O Sim’dn-son,* aught save the say of me; * How 
bitter ’twas to quit the monks and fly the monast’iy 1 
When, on the Fete of Palms there stood, amid the hallowed fane/# 
A pretty Fa^^n whose lovely pride gaircd me sore ^v^ong to dree 
May Allah bless the night we spent when he to us was third, » Wiule 
Moslem, Jew, and Na/iarena all sported fain and free 
Quoth he, from out whose locks appeared the gleaming of the morn,# 
“ S\\ eet IS the wine and s\vcct the flowers that joy us comrades tliree. 
The garden of the gaiths of Khuld where roll and rail amain,* 
Rivulets ’ncath the myrtle shade and Bdn’s fair branchery, 

And birds make carol on the boughs and sing in blithest lay, # Yea, 
this indeed is hfc, but, ah 1 how soon it fades away.” 

She then asked him, O Shaykh, an Moslems and Jews and 
Nazarenes drink wine, who are we that we should reject it^” 
Answered he, “ By Allah, O my lady, spare thy pains, for this 
be a thing whereto I wnll not hearken.”' When she knew that 
he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, “ 0 Shaykh, I 
am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful, and the 
food waxeth heavy on me, and if I dnnk not I shall die of 
indigestion, nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my case ® 
As for me, I acquit myself of blame towards thee,Tor that I 
have bidden thee bew are of the wrath of the Commander of the 
Faithful, after making myself known to thee.” When the 
Shaykh heard her words, and that herewith she threatened 
him, be sprang up and went out, perplexed and unknowing what 
he should do, and there met him a Jewish man, which was 
his neighbour, and said to him, “ How cometh it that I see thee, 
O Shaykh, strait of breast ? Eke, I hear in thy house a noise 
of talk, such as I am unwont to hear with thee.” Quoth the 
Muezzin, *‘’Tis of a damsel who declareth that she is of the slave- 
girls of the Commander of the Faithful, Harun al-Rashid; and she 
liath eaten meat and now would drink wine in my house, but I 
forbade her. However, she asserteth that unless she drink thereof, 
she w'lll die, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my case.” 
Answ'ered the Jew% ** Know% O my neighbour, that the slave^girls 


1 t e , son of Simeon —a Chnstian 

2 Arab and Heb " Haykal,*' suggesting the idea of large space, a temple, 
a sanctuary, a palace, w hich bear a suspicious likeness to the Accadian £-kak 
or great house — the old Egj^ptian Perao (Pharaoh?), and the Japanece 
** Mikado ” 

3 "Wine, canion and pork being law ful to the Moslem if used to save hfe 
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of the Commander of the Faithful arc used to drink wine, and 
when they eat and dnnk not, tlicydie; and I fear lest happen 
some imshap to her, wlicn thou wouldst not he safe from the 
Caliph’s fury.” The Sha}lvh ashed, “What is to be done?” and 
the jew answered, “I have old '\^inc that will suit her.” Quoth 
the Sha}kh, “I'.y the ric^ht of neighbourship, deH\cr me from this 
clesocnt' of calamity, and let me ha\e that winch is with thee* ” 
Ouoth the Jew, “ liisnnlhih, in the name of Allah,” and passing 
to his quarters, brought out a glass flask of \Mne, where^\lth the 
Shnykh returned to Silt al-2^Ii]ah. Tins pleased her and she 
cried to him, “Whence hadst thou this^” 3Ie replied, “I got 
it from the Jew, my neighbour' I set forth to him nn case\\ith‘ 
thee and he gave me this ” Thereupon Sitt al-l\lilah filled a 
cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. 
Then she crowned the cup a fourth time and handed it to the 
Shaykh, but he would not accept it from her. Howe\cr, she 
conjured him, b} her own head and that of the Prince of True 
Ilelicvcrs, that he take the cup from her, till he reccued it 
from her hand and kissed it, and would ha\c set it down, but 
she sw'are him by her life to smell it. Accordingly he smelt 
it, and she said to him, “ IIow^ deemest thou ? ” Said he, * I 
find its smell is sweet”; and she conjured him by the Caliph’s 
life to taste thcieof. So he put it to his mouth, and she rose to 
him and made him diink; whereupon quoth he, “O Pnneess of the 
Fair,- this is none other than good.” Quoth she, “ So deem 1 
hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise^” lie 
answered, the Most High saith:—And rners of w'lnc, 

delicious to the drinkers.*’ And wc will drink it in this world 
and m the nc\t wwld ” She laughed and, emptying the cup, 
ga\e him to dnnk, and he said, “O Piinccss of the Fair, 
indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this.” Then he bent 
in hand from her another and another, till he became drunken, 
and his talk waxed great and his prattle. The folk of the 
quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when 
the Shaykh was ware of them, he opened the window^ and said 
to them, “Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Ever>' one in his 
own house doth whatso he w'illcth and none hindereth him; but 
we dnnk one single day, and ye assemble and come, panders 


1 Arab ** N.izilah/' 1 f , a curse coming clown from Heaven 

2 Here and below a translation of her name 

3 “ A p.cture of Paradise which is promised to the God-fcanng * Therein 
are rivers of veater vchich taint not, and rivers of milk whose taste changeth 
not, and rivers of wine/* tic,*—Koran xlvn 16 

c c 
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that ye are^ To-day, \vine, and to-morrow business^; and. 
from hour to hour cometh relief/' So they laughed together 
and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was drunken, ^\hen 
she called to mind her lord and wept, and the Shaykh said to 
her, **What niaketh thee weep, O my lady?** Said she, '^0 
elder, I am a lover and a separated *’ He cried, “ O my lady, 
what IS this love?** Cried she, “And thou, hast thou never 
been in love'** He replied, “By Allah, O my lady, never in 
all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it* Is 
it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn ? ’* She laughed and said, 
Venly, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh in 
these couplets *— 

Ho\\ oR shall they admonish and yc shun this nourishment; ♦ When 
e'en the shepherd's bidding is obeytid by ins flocks ? 

I see you like in shape and form to creatures whom ^\ete^m * Mankind, 
but in your acts and deeds j on arc a sort of ow= 

The Shaykh laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. 
Then cried she to him, “ I desire of thee a lute.** So he arose 
and brought her a bit of fuel.® Quoth she, “’What is that?** 
and quoth he, “Didst thou^not say: Bring me fuel?*’ Saul 
she, “ I do not ^\clnt this,” and said he, “What then is it that 
IS bight fuel, othci than this ? ’* She laughed and replied, “The 
lute IS an instrument of music, whereunto I sing.** Asked he, 

“ Where is this thing found, and of whom shall I get it for thee?*’ 
and answered she, “Of him who gave thee the w’me.” So he 
arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to 
him, “ Thou favouredst us before wnth the wine, so now complete 
thy favours and look me out a thing hight lute, which be an 
instrument for singing; for she seeketh this of me and I know 
it not” Replied the Jew% “Hearkening and obedience,” and, 
going into his house, brought him a lute. The old man earned 
n to Sitt al-Milah, whilst the Jew’' took his drink and sat by a 
window^ adjoining the Sbaykh’s house, so he might hear the 
singing. The damsel rejoiced •when the old man returned to 
her wnth the lute, and, taking it from him, tuned its stnngs 
and sang these couplets:— 

1 Let us ha\e 'wnne and \\omen, mirth and laughter, 

Sermons and soda-water the dav after 

Don Jitau, u 17° 

2 The o\ (Dakar) and the bull (Taur, \ol ip 14) are the Moslem 
emblems of stupidity, as with us are the highl} intelligent ass and the moat 
sagacious goobe 

3 In Arab “’Ud ” means pnmanlj wood, then a lute See \ol u 
night \Iix The Muezzm, hke the schoolmaster, is popularl} supposed to 
be a fool 
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Renin ins not, after yon arc gone, or trace of yon or sign, ♦ I?u( hope to 
sec tins parting end and break Us length} line : 

You Mcnl and by your wending made the whole world de‘'alatc; • And 
none may stand this day in stead to fill the } earning cjnc 
Indeed, >on*vc burdened weakling me, by strength and forree of >ou « 
^Vltl^ load no hill hath power t’nphea^c noi yet the plain low h*cn. 
And I, whcncNcr fain I scent the breeze \our land o’crbrcalhcs, * Lose 
all my wits as though they were bemused wuth iicady wine, 

O folk no light affair is Lo\c for loNcr woe to dree % Nor cas}» His to 
satisf\ its ‘•orrow* and repine, 

r\c wandered Last and West to hap upon your trace, and when * 
Spring.cainps I find the dwellers cry, “Thc\’vc marched, those 
fnciuls o’ thine I ” 

Never accustomed me to part tliese intimates I Io\e; * Nay, when I 
left them all were wont new meetings to design. 

Now when she had ended her song, she w'ept wuth sore w'ecping, 
till presently sleep o\crcanie her, and she slept. On the morrow^ 
she said to the Sha}kh, “Get thee to the Shroff and fetch me 
the ordinary **; so he repaired to the money-changer and delivered 
him the message, w’hcroupon he made ready meat and drink, 
according to his custom, wuth wdiich the old man returned to 
the damsel, and they ate their sufficiency. When she had 
eaten, she sought of him wine, and he w'cnt to the Jew and 
fetched It, Then the twain sat dowm and drank; and, when 
she WMxcd drunken, she took the lute and, smiting it, fell a- 
singing and chanted these couplets:— 

How long ask I the heart, the heart drowned, and eke * Refrain my 
complaint while my tear-floods speak ^ 
hey forhid e’en the pliantom to visit me, • (O marvel!) her phanioir 
iny couch to scck.^ 

And, wdien she had made an end of her song, she wept wuth 
sore w^eepmg. All this time the >oung Damascene wms listening, 
nnd now he likened her \ oice to the voice of his slave-girl, and 
then he put awmy from him this thought, and the damsel had 
no knowledge wdiatcvcr of his presence. Then she broke out 
ngam into song and chanted these couplets.— 

Ouoth they, “ Forget him I What is he ? " To them I cried, ♦ ** Allah 
forget me when forget I mine adored I ” 

Now' in this world shall I forget the love o* you? • Heaven grant the 
thrall may ne’er forget to love his lord 1 


1 I have noticed that among Arab lovers it was the fashion to be jealous 
of the mistress’s nightly phantom which, as amongst mesmerists, is the loiei’s 
d mbodiod will 
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I pray Diat Allah pardon all except thy love * Winch, when I meet 
Him, may my bestest plea afford. 

After ending this song she drank three cups and, filling the 
old man other three, improvised these couplets:— 

Ills love he hid which tell-tale tears betrayed ; « For burn of coal that 
*neath bis ribs was laid: 

Giv’n (hat he seek Ins joy in spring and flowers * Some day. Ins spring’s 
the face of dear-loved maid. 

O ye who hlainc me for who baulks inylovel • What sweeter thing 
than boon to man denayed ? 

A sun, yet scorcheth he my very heart I * A moon, but nseth he honi 
breasts a-shadc I 

When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute 
from her hand and wept, whilst the Siiayldi wept for her 
weeping. Then she fell down in a fainting fit, and presently 
recovermg, crowned the cup and, drinking it off, gave the 
elder to drink, after which she took the lute and, breaking 
out into song, chanted these couplets:— 

Thy parting is bcslcst of woes to my heart, * And changed iny case . 
till all sleep is eschew ed . 

The world to my being is desolate; ♦ Then oh grief I and olihugenng 
solitude 1 

' Majbe The Ruthful incline thee to me ♦ And join us despite what our 
foes have sued I 

Then she wept till her voice rose high, and her wailing was dis¬ 
covered to those without; after which she again began to drink 
and, plying the Shaykh with wine, sang these couplets: 

An they hid thy person from c>en-bight, * They hid not thy name fro 
my mindful sprite; 

Or meet me; thy ransom for meeting I’ll beM * Or fly me, and ransom 
ril be for thy flight i 

Mine outer speaks for nunc inner case, And nunc inner speaks for mine 
outer plight. 

When she had made an end of her verses, she threw the lute 
from her hand and wept and wailed Then she slept awhile and 
presently awalang, said, ‘‘ O Shaykh, say me, hast thou what 
we may eat ? ” He replied, << O my lady, I have the rest of me 
food but she cried, '' 1 will not eat of the orts I have left. Go 
down to the bazar and fetch us what we may eat.*’ He rejome , 
“Excuse me, O my lady, I cannot nse to my feet, because 

I t <!, I will Jaj down mj life to save thee from sorrow—a common-place 
hyperbole of love 
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1 nni bemu^^ecl with wine; but with me is the servant of the 
mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent, I w’lll call 
him, so ho may buy thee whatso thou \santcbt," Asked she, 
“Whence hast thou this servant? and he answered, “He is 
of the people of Damascus/* When she heard him say “ of the 
people of Damascus,** she sobbed such a sob that she sv/ooned 
away ; and when she came to herself, she said, “Woe is me 
for the people of Damascus, and for those who are therein ! 
Call him, O Shaykh, that he ma} do our need/' Accordingly, 
the old man put his head forth of the window and called the 
youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave to 
enter. The Muezzin bade him come in, and w hen he appeared 
)>efore the damsel, he knew her and she kneiv him ; w’hereupon 
he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled at hap¬ 
hazard ; but she sprang up to him and held him fast, and they 
embraced and w’cpt together, till they fell to the door in a fainting 
fit. When the Sha\kh saw them m this condition, he feared for 
himself and fared forth m fnght, seeing not the w^ay for drunken¬ 
ness. His neighbour the Jew met him and asked him, “ How is 
it that 1 behold thee astounded^*' Answered the old man, 
“ How should I not be astounded, seeing that the damsel who is 
with me IS fallen in love with the mosque servant and they have 
embraced and slipptxl down in a swoon’ Indeed, I fear lest the 
Cahph come to know* of this and be WTOth W'ith me; so tell me 
thou w’hat is thy device for that wdicrewilh I am afllicted in the 
matter of this damsel ’ ** Quoth the Jew, “ For the present, take 
this casting-bottle of rosc-wator and go forllinght and sprinkle 
them Hieiemth: an they be nsw'oon for this their union and 
embrace, they woll recover, and if otherwise, then take to flight/’ 
The Shaykh snatched the casting-bottle from the Jew and, going 
up to the twain, sprinkled tlieir faces, wdicreupoii they came to 
themselves and fell to relating each to other that wdiich they had 
sufTcred, since both had beon parted, for the pangs of severance. 
Hur al-Din also acxjuaintcd Sitt al-^Iilah wuth that which he had 
endured from the folk who w*ould liave killed’ him and utterly 
annihilated him ; and she said to him, “ O my lord, let uS for the 


I Arab ‘‘Katl ” T have noticed the Hibernian “kilt,” which is not a 
bii)J but, Jike most provincialisms and Americanisms, a survival, an archaism 
In the old Frisian dialect, which agrees with English in more words than 
** bread, butter, and cheese.” we find the pnmary meaning of terms which 
with us have survived only in their secondary senses, e g , killen^to beat, and 
<,la'^en=to stntc Here is Us great value to the English philologist V/hen 
thc^Insbman complains that he is ••kill,” we know through the Frisian what 
lie rcall} means 
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nonce leave this talk and praise Allah for reunion of loves, and 
all this shall cease from us/' Then she gave him the cup and 
he said, ** By Allah, I 'will on no ^\^se drink it whilst I am m 
this case ! ** So she drank it off before him and, taking the lute, 
swept the strings and sang these couplets :— 

O absent fro’ me and yet present in place, • Thou art far from mine 
eyes and yet cvci nigh I 

Thy famess bequeathed me all sorrou and care * And my troublous 
life can no ioy espy: 

Lone, forlorn, w ceping-cyelidded, imserablcst, * I abide for thy sake as 
though banisht I: 

Then (ah grief o’ me!) far thou hast fared from sight # Yet canst no 
more depart me tlian apple of eje! 

When she had made an end of her verse, she wept, and the young 
man of Damascus, Nur al-Din, wept also. Then she took the 
lute and improvised these couplets *— 

Well Allah wots I nc\er namtld you ♦ But tears o’erbnmming eyes in 
floods oulbuTst', 

And passion raged and pine vould do me die, • Yet my heart rested 
V i* the thought it nurst; 

O eye-light mine, O w ish and O my hope * * Your face can never 
quench mine eyes’ liot thirst. 

When Nur al-Din heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell 
a-weeping, while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away 
his tears with her sleeve, and questioned him and comforted his 
mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its stnngs played 
thereon ^^^th such performing as would move the staidest to 
delight, and sang these couplets :— 

Indeed, what day brings not } our sight to me * That day I rem mber 
not as dight to me! 

And, when I vainly long on you to look, ♦ My life is lost, oh, hfe an , 
light o* me ’ 

After this fashion they faied till the morning, tasting not the 
nourishment of sleepand when the day lightened, behold the 
eunuch came with the she-mule and said to Sitt al-^Iilah, “ The 
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee.” So she arose an i 
taking by the hand her lord, committed him to the Shaykh, saymgi 
“ This is the deposit of Allah, then thy deposit,° till this eunuch 


The decenej of this description is highly commendable, and I ma> n 
that the Bresl Edit is comparatn ely free from erotic pictures 
2 « f , I commit him to thy charge under God 
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cometh to thee ; and indeed, O elder, my due to tliee is the white 
hand of favour such as filleth the interval betwixt heaven and 
earth.** Then she mounted tlie mule and repairing to the palace of 
the Commander of the Faithful, \\cnt in to him and kissed ground 
, before him. Quoth he to her, as ^^]lo should make mock of her, “ 1 
doubt not but thou hast found thy lord **; and quoth she, By thy 
felicity and the length of th) continuance on life, I ha\c indeed 
found him*** Now Al-Eashid was leaning back; but, when he 
heard this, he sat upright and said to her, “By ni}^ life, true? ** 
She replied, “ Ay, b} th} life I ” lie said, “ Bring him into my 
presence, so I ma> sec him **; but «^he s.ud, “ O my lord, there 
have happened to him man\ haid^^hips, and his charms are changed 
and his fa\ our faded; and indeed the Prince of True Believers 
\ouchsafed me a month, whcrefoie I wall tend him tiie rest of the 
month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander 
of the Faithful.’* Quoth Al-Kashul, “Sooth thou safest* the 
condition certainly was foi a month; but tell me what hath 
betided lum.** Quoth she, “ O my lord (Allah prolong thy 
continuance, and make Paradise tin* place of rctuining and thine 
as3lum, and the fire the ahuhng-place of thy foes'), when he 
presenteth himself to serve thee, he w*ill assuredly expound to thee 
ins case and w*ill name to thee his wrong-doers; and indeed this is 
an arrear that is due to the Pnnee of True Believers, b) whom 
ma^^ Allah fortify the Faith, and \ouchsafe him tlie victory o\er 
rebel and frowxird w*rctch' ** Thereupon he ordeied her a line 
house, and bade furnish it with carpels and vessels of choice, and 
commanded them to give all she needed. This w*as done dining 
the rest of the day, and w hen the night came she sent the eunuch 
with a suit of clothes and the mule, to fetch Niir al-Diii from the 
Muezzin’s lodging. So the young man donned the dress and 
mounting rode to the house, where he abode in comfort and 
luxury a full-told month, w’hile she solaced him with four things, 
the eating of fowls, and the diinkmg of wdne, and the sleeping 
upon brocade, and the entering the bath after amorous refresh¬ 
ment. Furthermore, she brought him six suits of linen stuffs and 
took to changing his clotlies day by day ; nor was the appointed 
tunc of delay accomplished ere his beauty and loveliness returned 
to him: nay, his favour w*axed tenfold fairer, and he became ti 
seduction to all who looked upon him. One day of the days AI- 
Rashid bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed 
Ins clothes and robing him in sumptuous raiment mounted him on 
the she-mulc. Then he rode to the palace and, presenting himself 
bclore the Caliph, saluted him wath the goodliest of salutations, 
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♦'ind bespake him with Truchman’s^ speech eloquent and deep- 
thoughted. When Al-Rashid saw him, he marvelled at the 
seenilincss of his semblance and his loqucnce and eloquence, and 
asking of him, was told that he was Sitt al-iMilah’s lord , where- 
- upon quoth he, “ Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and 
if \ve had put her to death wiongfully, as we were minded to do, 
' her blood would have been upon our heads/* Then he accosted 
the young man and entenng into discourse with him, found him 
well-bred, intelligent, clever, quick-wdtted, generous, pleasant, 
elegant, excellent. So he loved him wdth exceeding love and 
questioned him of his native city and of his sire, and of the cause 
of his journey to Baghdad. Nur al-Din acquainted him with 
that which he w’ould knowMii the goodliest words and concisest 
phrases; and the Caliph asked him, ** And w^here hast thou been 
absent all this wdiile ? Verily, w^e sent after thee to Damascus 
and I\rosul and all other cities, but happened on no tidings of 
thee ” Answ^ered the young man, ‘‘ O my lord, there betided thy 
slave in thy capital that w*hich never 3^et betided any.** Then he 
acquainted him with his case, first and last, and told him that 
w^hich had befallen liim of evil from Al-Muradi and the Chief of 
Police. Now wdien Al-Rashid heard this, he w^as chagrined wuth 
sore chagrin and wxaxed wToth with exceeding wTath and cned, 
Shall th^s thing happen in a city wdierein I am ? ’* And the 
Hfishmi^ vein- started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch 
Ja’af/^f, and w hen he came between his hands he acquainted him 
with the adventure and said to him, “ Shall this thing come to pass 
in my city and I have no new^s of it ? ** Thereupon he bade 
Ja'afar fetch all wdiom the young Damascene had named, and 
w'hen they came he bade smite their necks: he also summoned 
him whom they called Ahmad, and who had been the means of 
the 3"0ung man*s deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked 
him and show’^ed him favour, and bestow’^ed on him a costly robe of 
honour, and made him Chief of Police in his city.® Then he sent 
for the Shaykh, the jMuezzin, and w’hen the messenger came to 
him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful summoned 
him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel, and walked with 
him to the palace, breaking wund for fear as he w’^ent, whilst all who 
passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of 
the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue 


1 Arab (and Heb) '* Taqum^n a dragoman, for which see \ol J 
night X In the ne\t tale it will occur with the sense of pol)glottic 

2 See vol i night xwv 

3 After putting to death the unjust Prefect. 
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Avas tied,^ so that he could not speak. The Caliph smiled at him 
and said, 0 Shaykh, thou hast done no olTcncc , so why fearcst 
thou^ Answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest 
of that which nia} he of fear), ** O my lord, by the virtue of thy pure 
forefathers, indeed I ha\c done naiu^ht, and do thou enquire of my 
manners and morals.” The Caliph laughed at him and ordenng 
him a thousand dinars, bestowed on lum a costly robe of honour, 
and made him headman of the MueZi^ins in his mosque. Then 
he called Silt al-I^hlah and said to her, “ The house wherein thou 
lodgcst with all it containeth is a largesse to tliy lord • so do thou 
take him and depart w ith him in the safeguard of Allah Almighty; 
but absent not } ourselves from our presence.” Accordingly she 
went forth with the young Damascene, and when she came to the 
house she found that the Prince of True TJehcveis had sent them 
gift*^ galore and good things in store. As for Nur a!-Din, he sent 
for Ills father and mother, and appointed for luniseif agents in the 
city of Damascus to receive the rent of the houses and gardens 
and \Yakalahs and Plammams; and they occupied themselves 
with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him 
every year, i^Ieanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with 
that wduch they had of monies and merchandise of price and, fore¬ 
gathering with their son, found tiiat he was become of the chief 
oHiccis and familiars of the Commander of the Faithful, and of 
the number of his sitting-companions and nightly entertainers, 
w'bcrcforc they rejoiced in reunion wdth him and he also rejoiced 
in them. The Caliph assigned them solde and allowances, and 
as for Nur al-Dm, his father brought him those riches, and his 
w^calth w'axed and his estate was stablishcd, till he became the 
richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad, and left not the presence 
of the Commander of the Faithful or by night or by day. He w^as 
vouchsafed issue by Sitt al-^Iilah, and he ceased not to live the 
goodliest of lives, he and she and his father and his mother, a 
wdiilc of lime, till Abu al-Hasan sickened of a sore sickness and 
departed to the mercy of Allah Almighty. Presently, his mother 
also died and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried 
and made them expiations and funeral ceremonies.- In due course 
lus children grew' up and became like moons, and he reared them 
in splendour and afiection, w'hile his wealth W'axed and his case 
never w'aned. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the 


1 Arab ’’T^njlaj’* See vol, vu night dcccclwxu 

2 Arab '’MauAUd” ht i=natuity festnals (plur of Maulid) See vol 
Ml night tlccccKwi 
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Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his sla^e-girl 
Sitt al-Milah, and they abode in all solace of life and prosperity 
till there came to them the Destroyer of delights and the Sunderer 
of societies; and laud to the Abiding, the Eternal! This is all 
that hath come doivn to us of their story. 


TALE OF KING INS BIN ICAYS AND HIS 
DAUGHTER WITH THE SON OF KING 
AL-’ABBAS.i 

There was once, in days of yore, and in ages and times long 
gone before, in the city of Baghdad, the House of Peace, a king 
mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence, and 
generosity and munificence, and he was strong of sultanate, and 
endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name 
was Ins bin Kays bin Rabi* abShaybani,- and when he^took 
horse there rode about him riders from the farthest parts of 
the two I rales Almighty Allah decreed that he should take 
to wife a woman hight *Afifah, daughter of Asad al-Sundusi, 
w’ho was endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness, 
and perfect grace and symmetry of shape and stature; her face 
w’as like the crescent moon, and she had eyes as they ivere 
gazelle’s eyes, and an aquiline nose like Luna’s cymb. She 
had learned cavalrice and the use of arms, and had mastered 
the sciences of the Arabs; eke she had gotten by heart aU the 
dragomanish* tongues, and indeed she was a ravishment to 
mankind. She abode with Ins bin Ka3’s twelve years, during 
which time he was not blessed with children by her; so his 
breast was straitened by reason of the failure of lineage, and 


1 Brest Edit , vol mi pp 116-237, nights dcccclwi-dccccKMv Pa)ne 
entitles it. "El Abbas and the King s Daughter of Baghdad ” 

2 "Of the Sha3bdn tribe" I ha\e noticed (\oI 1 night x\xiv ) how 
mosely the title Malik. (King) is applied m Arabic and in media2\ al Europe 
But It IS ultra-Shakespeanan to place a Bada\\ 1 King in Baghdad, the capital 
founded by the Abbasides and ruled by those Caliphs till their do\\nfall 

3 * c , Arab! (Chaldnsa). and 'Ajami (Western Persia) For the 

meaning of Al-Irak, vhich always, except in verse, takes the article, see 
^o^ 11 night Ini 

^ 4 See supra, p 376 Mr Pa>ne suspects a clerical error for "Turku- 
manijah’ =s’lurcomanish , but this is hardly acceptable 
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he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a son. Accordingly 
the queen conceived, by permission of Allah Almighty; and 
when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave 
birth to a rnaid-child, than whom never saw eyes fairer, for that 
her face was as it were a pearl pure-bright or a lamp raying 
light, or a candle gilt wath gold, or a full moon breaking cloudy 
fold, extolled be He wdio her from vile water dight, and made 
her to the beholders a delight I When her father saw her in 
this fashion of loveliness his reason fled for joy, and when she 
gtew’ up he taught her WTiting and hcllcs-lcihcs and philosophy, 
and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her 
time and surpassed her peers; and the sons of the kings heard 
of her. and all of them longed to look upon her. The first wdio 
sought hei to wife was King NabliAn^ of Mosul, w’ho came to 
her with a great company, bunging an hundred she-camcls, 
laden with musk and hgn-alocs and ambergris, and five score 
loaded with camphor and jew’cls, and other hundred laden wnth 
silver monies, and jet other hundred loaded with raiment of 
silken stulTs sendal and brocade, besides an Inindred slave- 
girls and a century of choice steeds of swdft and generous 
breeds, completely housed and accoutred as they w’ere brides; 
and all this he had laid before her father, demanding her of 
him in wedlock. Now King Ins bin Kays had bound himself 
by an oath that he would not marry his daughter save to him 
wdiom she should choose; so, wlion King Nabhan sought her 
in marriage, her father went m to her and consulted her 
concerning his affair. She consented not, and he repeated to 
Nabhan that w’hich she said, wdiercupon he departed from him. 
After this came King-Bahrani, lord of the White Island, wuth 
treasures richer than the first; but she accepted not of him, 
and he returned disappointed; noi did the Ivings cease coming 
to her sire, on her account, one after othei, from the farthest 
of the lands and the climes, each glorying in bringing 
more than those w^ho forew ent him ; but she heeded not any one 
of them. Presently, A 1 -’Abbas, son of King Al-’A5:iz, lord of the 
land of Al-Yaman and Zabidun- and ^leccah (wdiich Allah in¬ 
crease in honour and brightness and beautj ’) heard of her, and 
he w*as of the great ones of Meccah and Al-Hijaz*^ and w^asayouth 
without hair on his side-face. So he prcbcnted himself one day 


1 As fabulous a persoiuu’u as ‘ Kin^; Kajs ’ 

2 Possibly a clcncal error for Zab d. the famous cap.tal of the laham.ih, 
or lowlands of Al-Yaman 

3 llic Moslem's HoU Uand whose capital is Meccah 
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in lus sire’s assembly, whereupon the folk made way for him, and 
the king seated him on a chair of red gold, crusted with pearls 
and gems The Pnncc sat, with his head bow^d ground-wards 
and spake not to any: whereby his father knew that his breast 
was straitened, and bade the cup-companions and men of ndt 
relate marvellous histones, such as beseem the sessions of kings; 
nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that 
which w\as with him; but Al-'Abbas still abode with his head 
bowxd down. Then the king bade his sit ting-companions wnth- 
draw^ and when the chamber W’as private, he looked at his son 
and said to him, By Allah, thou cheerest me wnth thy coming in 
to me, and chagrmest inc for that thou pa vest no heed to any of 
the familiars nor of the cup-companions. What is the cause of 
this? ” Answ’ered the Prince, ‘‘ O my papa, I have heard tell that 
in the land of AMrak is a w^oman of the daughters of the kings, and 
her father is called King Ins bin Kays, lord of Baghdad; she is 
famed for beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfect grace, 
and indeed many of the kings have sought her in marriage, but her 
soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore my thought 
prompteth me to travel herw'ards, for that my heart cleaveth to 
her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her.” His sire replied, 
“ O my son, thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of 
children, and thou art the coolth of mine eyes and the fruit of my 
vitals; nay, I cannot brook to be paited fiom thee a single hour, 
and I purpose to seat thee on the throne of the kingship and 
espouse thee to one of the daughters of the kings, W'ho shall be 
fairer than she” Al-Abbas ga\e ear to his fathers wwd and 
dared not gainsay him; w’herefore he abode wdth him awhile, 
whilst the lo\e-fire raged in his vitals. Then the king took rede 
with himself to build his son a Hamniam and adorn it with various 
paintings, so he might display it to him and'diveit him with the 
sight “thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby, 
and that the accident of tra\ el might cease from him and he he 
turned from his purpose of removal from his parents. Presently 
he addressed himself to the building of the bath and, assembling 
architects and artisans from all his cities and citadels and islands, 
assigned them a fpundation-site and marked out its boundaries 
Then the w^orkmen occupied themselves wuth the building of the 
Hammam, and the ordinance and adornment of its cabinets and 
roofs They used paints and, precious minerals of all kuids, 
according to the contrast of their colours, red and green and blue 
and yellow, and what not else of all manner tincts; and each 
artisan wrought at his craft and each painter at his art, whilst the 
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rc5;t ot the folk busied themsches with tianspoitin^ thither vaii- 
coloured stones. One day, as the Master-painter wrought at his 
work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon 
him and observed his myt>tei) . wheicupon quoth the artist to him, 
“ Know^est thou aught of painting ’ Ouoth the stranger, *‘Ycs’\ 
so he gave him tools and paints and said to Inin, Linm for us a 
rare semblance.'* Accordingly the pauper stranger entered one of 
the bath-chambers and drew on its walls a double bolder, which 
he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than'w'hich e}cs nc\cr 
saw a fairer. Moreo\ er, amiddlcmost the chamber he limned a 
picture to whicli there lacked but the breath,' and it was the 
portraiture of Mari)ah, daughter to the king of Baghdad. Then, 
A\hen he had finished the portrait, he went his way and told none 
of what he had done, tKir knew' any wight tile chambers and doors 
of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof. Presently 
the chief artisan came to the palace and sought audience of the 
king w’lio bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the caith, 
saluted him w'lth a salam beseeming Sultans and said, “ O king 
of the time and loid of the age and the tide, may prosperity 
C’uiiirc to thee and acceptance and ckc thy degree over all 
the kings both morning and evening^ exalted be* The wwk 
of the bath is accomplished, by the long's fair fortune and the 
punly of his purpose, and indeed we have done all that beho\cd 
us, and there remaincth but that wdiich behoveth the king.” Ab 
Aziz ordered him a costly robe of honour and expended monies 
galore, gi\ang unto each who had WTOUghlcn after the measure 
of his w’ork. Tlicn he assembled in the Hammam all the Lords 
of Ins realm, Emirs and Wa/irs and Chamberlains and Nabobs, 
and the chief ofiiccrs of his kingdom and household, and setiding 
lor his son Al-Abbas, said to him, O my son, I ha\e buildcd 
thee a bath, wherein thou inayst take thy plcasance; so entci 
that thou inayst see it and dnert thyself by ga/ing upon it 
and vicwdng the beauty of Us ordinance and decoration ” “ With 

love and gladness,** replied the Prince and entered the bath, 
he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert 
themselves with xiewang that which the W'orkniens hands had 
w^orked. AbAbbas went in and passed from place to place 
and chamber to chamber, till he came to the loom aforesaid 
and espied the portrait of INIariyah, whereupon he lell down in 


1 A hinted protest against making a picture or a statue which the artist 
cannot quicken» as this process will be demanded of him on Doomsda} 
Ilcnce also the Princess is called Man)ah (Maria, Mar}) a non-MosIcm name 

2 i * daj and night, for e\er. 
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a fainting fit and the workmen went to his father and said to 
him, “Thy son Al-Abbas hath swooned away.*’ So the king 
came and finding his son cast down, seated himself at his hea,d 
and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and 
the king said to him, “ I seek refuge vnth Allah for thee, 0 my 
son ! What accident hath befallen thee ? ” The Pnnee replied, 
“O my father, I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed 
me a thousand qualms, and there befell me that which thou 
beholdesl.” Therewith the king bade fetch the Master-pamter, 
and when he stood before him, he said to him, “Tell me of 
yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the 
kings; else I will take thy head.” Said the painter, “ By Allah, 
O king, I limned it not, neither know I who she is, but 
there came to me a poor man and looked hard at me. So I 
asked him, Knowest thou the art of painting? and he an 
swered, Yes. Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 
Limn for us a rare semblance. Accordingly he painted yonder 
portrait and went away and I wot him not, neither have I 
ever set eyes on him save that day.” Hearing this, the king 
ordered all his officers to go round about m the thoroughfares 
and colleges, and to bring before him all strangers they found 
there. So they i\ent forth and brought him much people, 
amongst whom was the pauper who had painted the portrait. 
When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier 
make public proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should 
discover himself and have what so he wished. Thereupon the 
poor man came forward and kissing the ground before the king, 
said to him, “ O king of the age, I am he who hnined yonder 
likeness.” Quoth AbAziz, “ And knowest thou who she is ^ 
and quoth the other, “ Yes, this is the portrait of T^Iariyah, daughter 
of the king of Baghdad.” The king ordered him a robe of 
honour and a slave-girl, and he went his way. Then said Al- 
Abbas, “ O my papa, give me leave to seek her, so I may Ic^k 
upon her: else shall I farewell the ivorld, withouten fail.” 1 he 
king his father wept and answered, “ O my son, I budded thee 
a Hammam, that it might turn thee from leaving me, and behold, 
it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the behest of 
Allah is a determinate decree.^” Then he wept again and 

I Koran 38; this concludes a ** revelation '* concerning the 

and marnage to Mohammed of the wife of his adopted son Za>d ouc 
i^on, supersiitiously held incestuous by all Arabs, w'as a terrible scandal to 
the nsmg Faith* and could be abated only by the Commandment ot AHan 
2 ayd and Abu Lahab (chap c.\i 1 ) are tlie onU contemporanes ot Mohammea 
named m the Koran 
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Al-Abbas said to him, Fear not for me, for thou knowcst my 
pro^^e^;s and puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of 
thejand, and my good breeding and accomplishments together 
wiih my skill in rhetoric, and indeed for him whose father thou 
art and whom thou hast leavcd and bred, and in whom thou hast 
umled praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed 
the East and the West, tliou needest not fear aught, more 
especi.illy as I purpo^^e but to seek pleasuring and return to 
ibce, an it be the v^iW of Allah Almighty,’* Quoth the king, 
‘‘Whom uilt thou take with thee of attendants and what of 
monies ^ ** Kephed AI-Abbas, “ O my papa, I have no need 
of horses 01 camels or weapons, for I purpose not warfare, 
and I will have none go forth with me save my page ’Amir 
and no more/' Now^ as he and his father w^ere thus engaged in 
talk, in came his mother and caught liold of him ; and he said to 
her, “ Allah upon thee, let me gang my gait and strive not to 
divert me from wdiat purpose I ha\e purposed, for needs must I 
go,** She replied, “ O my son, if it must be so and there be no 
help for it, swear to me that thou wilt not be abjjent from me 
more than a year,” And he sw'are to her. Then he entered Ins 
father’s treasuries and took therefrom wdiat he w'ould of jew^els 
and jacinths and cveiything weighty of W'orth and light of load: he 
also bade his servant Amir saddle him two steeds and the like for 
himself, and w’henas the night beset his back,^ he rose from his 
couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Amir, 
whilst the page knew* not whither lie intended.® lie gave not 
overgoing and the journey was joyous to him, till they came to 
a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon 
Ah Abb as started a gazelle and shot it wuth a shaft. Then he 
dismounted and, cutting its throat, said to his servant, “ Alight 
thou and skin it and carry it to the w ater.** Amir answxred him 
w^th “ Hearkening and obedience,” and going dowm to the winter, 
biult a fire and broiled the gazelle’s flesh. Then they ate their 
fill and drank of tlie w’ater, after which they mounted again and 
fared on with diligent faring, and Amir still unknowing wdiither 
Ah Abbas was minded to wend. So he said to him, “ O my lord, 

I conjure thee by Allah of Alhmight, wilt thou not tell me 
W'hither thou intendest ? ** AhAbbas looked at him and in reply 
improvised these couplets.— 


1 I f , darkened bekind hipi 

2 Hoie we have again, as so common in Arab romances, the expedition of 
fv modiiied Don Quixote and Sancho Pan^a. 
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In my vitals are fires of dcsiie and repine, • And naught I reply whec 
they flare on high: 

Baghdad-wards I hie mo on lifc-and-dcath work, • Loving one who 
distorts my right judgment awry: 

A swuft camel under me shortcuts the wold * And deem it a cloud all 
who ncarhand espy: 

O ’Amir make haste after model of her * Wlio w ould heal mine ill and 
Lo\ e’s cup drain diy: 

For the le\cii of lo\c bums the \itals of me; * So with me seek my 
tnbe and stmt all reph, 

When Amir heard his lord’s verses, he knew that he wms a sla\e 
of love and that she whom he loved abode in Baghdad. Then 
they fared on night and day, traversing plain and stony "svay, till 
they sighted Baghdad and lighted down in its environs^ and there 
lay theii night. When they arose in the morning, they removed 
to the bank of the Tigris, where they encamped and sojourned a 
second day and a third. As they abode thus on the fourth dajs 
behold, a company of folk gnung their'beasts the rem and crpng 
aloud and saying, “Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, Ho 
thou the King^” Therewith the King's chamberlains and officers 
accosted them and said, “ What is behind you and what hath 
betided you?” Quoth they, “Bring us before the King.” So 
they earned them to Ins bin Kays; and ivhen they saw him, 
they said to him, “O King, unless thou succour us, we are dead 
men; for that we are a folk ot the Banu Shayban,^ who ha\e 
taken up our abode in the parts of Bassorah, and Hodhayfah, 
the wild Arab, hath come down on us wdth his steeds and his men 
and hath slam our horsemen and earned off our women and 
children ; nor was one saved of the inbe but he w^ho fled, where¬ 
fore we crave help first b}^ Allah Almighty, then by th}' life.” 
When the King heard their speech, he bade the crier proclaim in 
the higlnvays of the cit}’’ that the tioops should busk them to 
march, and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen fare 
forth, nor w as it but the twunkling of the eye ere the kettle-drums 
beat and the trumpets blared, and scarce was the forenoon of the 
da)’ passed w’hen the city w*as blocked with horse and foot 
Presently, the king reinew’ed them and behold, they were four-and- 
tw’enty thousand in number, cavalry and infantr)". He bade them 
go forth to the enemy and gave the command of'them to Saad 
ibn al-Walvidi, a doughty ca\ alier and a dauntless champion; so 
the horsemen set out and fared on along the Tigns-bank. 


T Arab ’* Arzi-ha ” =311 its earth, its outh ing suburbs 
2 The king's own tribe 
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Al'Abbas. son of King Al-Aziz, looked at them and saw the 
flags flaunting and the standards sUrnng and heard the kettle¬ 
drums beating; so he bade his page saddle him a blood-steed 
and look to the surcingles and bring him his harness of war, for 
indeed horsemanship^ was rooted in liis heart. Quoth Amir, 
And indeed f saw AI-Abbas, his eyes wa\cd red and the hair of 
his hands on end/' So he mounted his cliargcr, Avhilst Amir also 
bestrode a destrier, and they went foilh with tlie commando and 
faied on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid¬ 
afternoon player, they came in sight of the foe, rnd the tw'o armies 
met and the tw’O ranks joined in fight. The stnfc raged amain 
and sore W’as the strain, wdiilst the dust rose in clouds and hung 
in vaulted shrouds, so that all eyes w^ere blinded ; and they ceased 
not from the battle till the night overtook them,^ w’hen the tw’o 
hosts drew off from the mcllay and passed the night, perplexed 
concerning themselves. When Allah caused the morning to 
morrow, the tw'O hosts were aligned in line and their thousands 
fixed their e>nc and the troops stood looking one at other. Then 
sallied forth Al-Hfiris ibn Sa’ad bctw'cen the two lines and pla}cd 
with his lance and cried out and improvised these couplets:— 

You in c\ery way arc this day our prey, * And c\crwc prajed >our 
siglit to sec: 

The Knthful dravc you Hodhayfah-vvards • To l!ic Brave, (lie Lion 
w ho su ays I lie free: 

Sa>, amid \ou*b a man who would heal lub ilh, • With whose lust of 
battle shrewd hlow^s agree" 

'Ihen by Allah meet me who come to jo.i, • And whoso is wTonged 
shall the wronger he ^ 

'fhereupon there sallied forth to him Zuhayr bin Habib, and 
they w'hecled about and wnlcd a while, then they exchanged 
strokes. Al-IIans forewent his foe in smiting and stretched him 
w'ellcring in his gore; wdicrcupon liodhayfah cried out to him, 
“ Gifted of Allah* art thou, O Hans I Call out another of them." 
So he cried aloud, “ 1 say, w’ho be a champion ? But tliey of 


I'/ f , ho w'as alwav s ** spoiling for a fight ” 

2 In the text the "last two sentences arc spoken by Amir and the stor>- 
teller suddenly resumes the third person 

3 Mr Pa} ne translates this, •• And God defend the right ** 

4 Arab ‘•Lilldiu darruk"» see \o! m night ccxiv Captain I-ockett 
(p 28) justly remarks that “ it is a sort of encomiastic exclamation of frequent 
occurrence in Arabic and much easier to comprehend tlian translate *' Darra 
signifies flowing freely (as milk from the udder), and was metaphoncally 
transferred to bounty and to indoles or natural capacity Thus the phrase 
means, ** your flow of milk is by or through Allah/* t r , of unu-^ual abundance 
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Baghdad held back from him; and "when it appeared to Al-Haris 
that consternation was amongst them, he charged down upon 
them and ovcrrolled the first of them upon the last of them and 
slew of them twelve men. Then the evening caught him and the 
Baghdadis began addressing themselves to flight. No sooner 
had the morning morrowed than they found themselves reduced 
to a fourth part of their number, and there was not one of them 
had dismounted from his horse. Wherefore they made sure of 
destruction, and Hodhayfah rushed out between the two lines 
(now he was reckoned good for a thousand knights), and cried out, 
“ Harkyc, my masters of Baghdad • Let none come forth to 
me but your Emir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and 
he shall meet me in combat singular and I will meet him, and 
may he who is clear of offence come off safe.” Then he repeated 
his words and said, “ How is it I see your Emir refuse me a 
leply ? ” But Sa*ad, the Emir of the army of Baghdad, answered 
him not, and indeed his teeth chattered in his mouth, when he 
heard him summon him to the duello. Now when Al-Abbas 
heard Hodhayfah’s challenge and saw Sa’ad in this case, he came 
up to the Emir and asked him, “ Wilt thou suffer me to answer 
him, and 1 will be thy substitute in replying him and in mono- 
machy with him and will make my life thy sacrifice ? ” Sa’ad 
looked at him and, seeing knighthood shining from between his 
eyes, said to him, 0 youth, by the virtue of Mustafa the Chosen 
Prophet (whom Allah save and assainl), tell me who thou art and 
whence thou comest to bring us victory^?” Quoth the Prince, 
“ This is no place for questioning ” ; and quoth Sa'ad to him, “ 0 
Knight, up and at Hodhayfah * Yet, if his Satan prove too strong 
for thee, afflict not thyself in th}^ youth.^” Al-Abbas cried, ‘‘Allah 
is He of whom help is to be sought^”; and, taking his arms, 
fortified his purpose and went dow n into the field, as he were a 
fort of the forts or a mountain’s contrefort. Thereupon Hodhayfah 
cued out to him, saying, “ Haste thee not, O youth ! Who art 
thou of the folk ? ” He replied, “ I am Sa’ad ibn al-Wakidi, 
commander of the host of King Ins, and but for thy pnde m 
challenging me I had not come forth to thee; for thou art no 
peer for me to front, nor as mine equal dost thou count, nor canst 

1 The words are euphemistic we should say, “comest thou to our 
succour ? “ 

2 t e, li his friend the Devil be o\erstrong for thee, flee him rather than 
oe slain, as 

He who fights and runs away 

Shall li\ e to fight another day. 

3 t ^ »I look to Allah for aid 
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thou bear iny brunt* Wherefore get thee ready for the last mardi' 
seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life/* When 
IIodha)fah heard this speech, he threw himself backwards,-as if 
in mocker}' of him, wheicat AI-Abbas was wroth and called out 
to him, sa} mg, O Hodhayfah, guard thyself against me/* Then 
he rushed upon him, as he were a snooper of the Jinn,^ and 
Hodhayfah met him and they wheeled about a long while. Pre¬ 
sently, Al-Abbas cried out at Hodhayfah a cry which astounded 
him, and struck him a stroke, ‘:a}ing, ** Take this from the hand of 
a brave who fcareth not the like of thee/* Hodhayfah met the 
sabre^sway with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him ; but 
the blade shore the target in sunder and, descending upon his 
shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and 
severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing 
in his blood, and Al-Abbas tinned upon his host; nor had the sun 
departed the dome of the welkin ere Hodhayfah’s army Avas in 
full flight before Al-Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. 
Quoth Sa'ad, lly the virtue of Mustafa the Cliosen Prophet 
(ivhom Allah sa\e and assain I) I saw* Al-Abbas with the blood 
upon his saddle-pads, in clots like camels* livers, smiting W’lth the 
sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every gorge 
and wold; and %\hen he hied him back to the camp the men of 
Baghdad were fearful of him.*’ But as soon as they saw this 
victory u^hich had betided them over their foes, they turned back, 
and gathering together the weapons and treasures and horses of 
those they had slam, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by 
the knightly valour of Al-Abbas. As for Sa*ad, he foregathered 
wdth his lord, and they fared on m company till they came to the 
place where Al-Abhas had taken horse, whereupon the Prince 
dismounted from his charger and Sa’ad said to him, “ O }Outh, 
w’herefore ahghtest thou in other than thy placed Indeed, thy 
rights be incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan ; so go thou 
w'ith us to the dw'elhngs, that we may ransom thee with our souls ’* 
Replied Al-Ahbas, O Emir Sa’ad, from this place I took horse 
wdth thee and herein is my lodging. So, Allah upon thee, 
mention not me to the king, hut make as if thou hadst never seen 
me because I am a stranger in the land *' So saying, he turned 
away from him and Sa’ad fared on to Ins palace, w'here he found 


1 I r. toihenc\t world. 

2 This falling backwards in laughter commonly occurs during the earlier 
tales» it is, however, very rare amongst the Badawin, 

3 t f , as he were a flying Jinni, swooping down and pouncing falcon-hko 
upon a mortal from the upper air. 
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all the courtiers in attendance on the king and recounting to him 
that ^\hlch had bctidcd them with Al-Abbas. Quoth the king, 
Where is he ^ and quoth they, “Jhle is with the Emir Sa'ad.” 
So, when the Emir entered, the long looked, but found none with 
him; and Sa’ad, seeing at a glance that he longed to look upon 
the youth, cried out to hun, saying, “ Allah prolong the king s 
days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without 
order or leave Asked the king, O Sa*ad, ■whence cometh this 
man ? and the Emir answered, my lord, I know not; but 
he is a youth fair of favour, amiable of aspect, accomplished in 
address, ready of repartee, and valour shincth from between his 
eyes.” Quoth the king, “ O Sa’ad, fetch him to me, for indeed 
thou desenbest to me at full length a mighty matter,^” And he 
answered, saying, “By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our 
case with Hodhayfah, when he challenged me to the field of fight 
and the stead of cut-and-thrust, and I held back from doing battle 
wnth him I Then, as I thought to go forth to him, behold, a 
knight gave loose to his bridle-rem and called out to me, saying 
O Sa’ad, wilt Ibou suffet me. to be tby svibstltutei^u waging war 
with him and I v.dll ransom thee with myself^ And quoth I, By 
Allah, O youth, whence comest thou ^ and quoth he, This be no 
time for thy questions, while Hodhayfah standeth awaiting 
thee.” Thereupon he repeated to the king all that had passed 
bet\veen himself and Al-Abbas from first to last; whereat cried 
Ins bin Kays, “Bnng him to me in haste, so we may learn his 
tidings and question him of his case.” “ *Tis well,’* replied Sa'ad, 
and going forth of the king’s presence, repaired to his owm house, 
where he doffed his w'ar-harness and took rest for himself. On 
this w’ise fared it with the Emir Sa’ad ; but as regards AI- Abbas, 
when he dismounted from he destner, he doffed his war-gear 
and reposed himself awhile ; after w^hich he brought out a body- 
dress of Venetian^ silk and a gown of green damask and, donning 
them, bound about his head a turband of Damietta stuff and 
zoned his ivaist ivith a kerchief. Then he went out a-walking m 
the highivays of Baghdad, and fared on till came to the 
bazar of the traders. There he found a merchant wdth chess 
before him; so the Prince stood ivatching him, and presently 
the other looked up at him and asked him, “ 0 youth, what 


1 This may be (reading Imraan=man, for Amran =5 matter), master 

man '*; but I can hardl> accept it ., .., 

2 Arab *' Bunduki/' the adj of Banduk, which the >Ioslems ewden > 
l^ned from Slav sources, Venedik being the Dalmatian corruption 01 
^ enezia See Dubro\enedik m \ol 11 night Kxx\ui 


Tak of Lis bin Kays and his VanqhUr, 3S9 

wilt thou hct \ipon the game ? He answered, “ Be it thine to 
clccule.*’ Said the incicliant, **Then be it an hundred dinars,” 
and Al-Abbas consented to him ; v>hcicupon quoth he, “l^roducc 
the money, O )oulli, so the game may be fairly stabhshed.” 
Accordingly Al;Abbas bioiight out a satin purse, wheicin uerca 
thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on 
the edge of the carpet, \\hilst the merchant produced the like, and 
indeed, his reason lied for joy when lie saw the gold in possession 
of Al-Abbas. The folk flocked about them, to divert themsehes 
^\ilh watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness 
the wager and, after tlic slakes were duly staked, the twain fell 
a-pla\lng. Al-Abbas forchore the merchant, so he might lead 
him on, and dallied with him a full hour; and the merchant won 
and look of him the hundred dinars. Tiien said the Prince, 
“ Wilt thou play another paitic ^ ” and the other said, ** O >outh, 
I will not play again, save for a thousand dinais.” Quoth the 
)Outh, Whatsoever thou stakest, I ^\Jll match thy stake with 
Us like.” So the merchant biought out a thousand dinars, and 
the Prince covered them with other thousand. Then the game 
began, but Al-Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him m 
the house of the elephant,* not did he cca^e to do thus till lie had 
beaten him four limes and won of him four thousand dinars. This 
was all the merchant had of money; so he said, youth, I will 
play thee another game for the shop.” Kow the value of the shop 
was four thousand dinars; so they played, and Al-Abbas beat 
him and won his shop, with ^\hatso was therein; upon which the 
other arose, shaking his clothes,- and said to him, “Up, O youth, 
and take thy shop,” Accord in gl}, Ai-Abbas arose and repairing 
to the shop, look possession thereof, after which he retained to 
the place %\berc he had left his scr\ant Amir, and found thcie 
the Eniir Sa'ad, ^^ho \\as come to bid him to the presence of the 
king. The Prince consented to this, and accompanied him till 
they came before King Ins bin Kajs, whereupon he kissed the 
ground and saluted him, and exaggerated^ the salutation. So 
the king asked him, “ Whence comest thou, O youth, and whither 
goest thou ? ” and he answcicd, “ I come from Al-Yamaii.” Then 
said the king, “ Hast thou a need we may fulfil to thee; for indeed 


Jilt the castle’s square 

2 In sign of quilting po'^ession Chess m Europe is rarely pla}cd for 
mone}, witli the exception of public matches this, ho\scvcr, is not the case 
amongst Easterns. x\ho are also for the most part as tricky as an old lady at 
cnbbagc rightly named 

3 I f . he was as eloquent and courtly as he could be 
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thou hast strong claims to our favour after that 'svhich thou didst 
in the matter of Hodha)dah and his folk ^ ” And he commanded 
to cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred 
dinars. He also bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars, 
and said to him, “ O 3^outh, take this in part of that which thou 
deserv^est of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will 
give thee slaves and servants.” Al-Abbas kissed ground and said, 
“U king, Allah grant thee abiding weal, I deserve not all this.” 
Then he put his hand to his pouch and pulling out two caskets 
of gold, in each of uhich were rubies whose value none could 
estimate, gave them to the king, saying, 0 king, Allah cause 
thy welfare to endure, I conjure thee by that which the Almighty 
hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, 
even as I have accepted thy present.” So the king accepted the 
two caskets and Al-Abbas took his leave and went away to the 
bazar. Now when the merchants saw him they accosted him and 
said, “O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?” As they were 
addressing him, up came a woman, having with her a boy bare 
of head and stood looking at Al-Abbas, till he turned to her, 
when she said to him, ** O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look 
at this boy and have ruth on him, for that his father hath for¬ 
gotten his skull-cap in the shop he lost to thee; so, an thou see 
fit to give it him, thy rew^ird be wdth Allah! For, indeed, the 
child maketh our hearts ache wuth his excessive weeping, and the 
Lord be witness for us that, had they left us aught wherewith 
to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee.” 
Replied Al-Abbas, “ O adornment of w^omankind,^ indeed, thou 
bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with 
thy goodly w'ords 1 But bring me thy husband.” So she w^ent 
and fetched the merchant, whilst a crowd collected to see what 
Al-Abbas w^ould do. When the man came, he returned him the 
gold he had w^on of him, art and part, and delivered him the keys 
of the shop, saying, “ Requite us with thy pious prayers.” 
Therewith the wmman came up to him and kissed his feet, and in 
like fashion did the merchant her husband: and all w^ho w^ere 
present blessed him, and there was no talk but of Al-Abbas. 
Thus fared it with him ; but as for the merchant, he bought him 
a head of sheep^ and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds 
and other meats of various kinds and colours, and purchased 

T Arab Yd Zinat al-Nisa,” which may either be a P N or a polite 
address, as Bella fe (Handsome woman) is to any feminine in Southern Italy 

2 Arab ** Raas Ghanam*’ this form of expressing singulanty is common 
to Arabic and the Eastern languages, which it has influenced 
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<it5scrt cind suct-tnic,*?!*? and fresh fruits; then he reprured to 
A1-Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and ^^sit 
ins home arul cat of his provaunt. The Prince consented to hi? 
wislics and went with In'm till they came to his house, when the 
merchant bade him enter; so AbAbbns Avent in and saw a goodly 
house, wiiercin was a Jiandsomc saloon with a vaulted ceding, 
\\ hen he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had 
made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as may not be 
described; and indeed he had adorned the table wnth sw'eet- 
scenlcd flovers and spnnblcd musk and rose-w^atcr upon the 
food; and he had smeared tJie srdoon wmJIs with ambergris and 
had burned alocs-wood liu.iem and Nadd Presently, Al-Abbas 
looked out of the window of the saloon and saw by its side a 
house of goodly ordinance, tall of base and wide of space, with 
moms manifold and two upper stones crowning the Nvhole; but 
ihcrem wms no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, 
“Verily, thou cxaggeralest m doing us iionour, but, b3w\llah, 
I wall not eat of thy meat until thou toll me wdiat hath caused 
the Yoidance of yonder house/* Said he, “ O my lord, that wns 
Al-Ghitrifs house and he passed aw^ay to the mercy of the 
Almighty" and left no heir save m3 self; wdiercupon the mansion 
became mine, and by Allah, an thou have a mind to sojourn in 
JBaghdad, take up thine abode in tliis house, wd3ereb3" thou niayst 
be in my neighbourhood; for that venl3' heart inclineth 
unto thee with aflcclion, and I w’ould have thee never 
absent from nunc eyes, so I may still ha\e iny fill of thee and 
hearken to thy speech/* Al-Abbas thanked him and said to 
him, “ By Allah, thou art indeed friendly in thy converse and 
thou exaggeratest in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn m 
Baghdad. As for the house, if it please thee to lodge me, I wnll 
abide therein; so accept of me its price/* Therewith he put 
liand to his pouch and, bringing out from it three hundred dinars, 
gave them to the merchant, wdio said in himself, “Unless I take 
his dirliams, he wdll not darken my doors/* So he pocketed the 
monies and sold him the mansion, taking witnesses against him¬ 
self of the sale. Then he arose and set food before Al-Abbas, and 
they sat down to his good things; after wdiich he brought him 
dessert and s»vectmcats where they ate their sufricienc3% and 
wdien the tables were removed they washed their hands wdth 
musked rose-water and wnllow-water. *lhen the merchant 
lirought. Al-Abbas a napkin scented wnth the smoke of aloes- 
wood, on which he wuped ins right hand, and said to him, “O my 
lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy page transport 
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tliilher the horses and arms and stuffs. ’ The Prince did this> 
and the merchant rcjoaccd in his neighbouihood and left him 
xiot night not day,^ so that Al-Abbas said to him, ‘‘ Py the 
Lord, we distract thee from thy livelihood.’' He replied, “ Allah 
upon thee, O my lord, name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt 
break my heart, for the best of trafhe art thou and the best of 
livelihood.'* So there befell strait friendship between them and 
all ceremony was laid aside. Meanwhile*' the lung said to his 
Wazir, “ How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the 
Yamani, on whom we thought to confer gifts, but he hath gifted 
us \Yith tenfold our largesse and more, and we know not an he be 
a sojourner with us or not ? " Then he went into the Harini and 
gave the rubies to his wife Ahfah, who asked him, *‘\Vhat is the 
worth of these with thee and with other of the kings ? Quoth 
he, ** They are not to be found save with the greatest of sovrans, 
nor can any price them with inomes." Quoth she, Whence 
gottest thou them^** So he recounted to her the story of 
Al-Abbas fiom beginning to end, and she said, “ By Allah, the 
claims of honour aie imperative on us and the King hath fallen 
short of his devoir ; for that we have not seen him bid the youth 
to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.” When 
the king heard his u ife s words, it was as if he had been asleep 
and awoke; so he went foith the Hanin and bade kill poultry 
and diess meats of every kind and colour, kloreover, he 
assembled all his courtieis, and let bring sweetmeats and dessert 
and all that beseemeth the tables of kings. Then he adorned his 
palace and despatched after Al-Abbas a man of the chief^fTicers 
of Ins household, w^ho found him coming forth of the I-Imnmam, 
clad in a jerkin^ of fine goats’ hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; 
his w*aist was girt with a Rustaki* kerchief, and on his head he 
wore a light turband of Damielta^ stuff The messenger washed 
him joy of the bath and exaggerated in doing him honour; then 


1 This most \\canbDme form of politeness is common in the Moslem 
oriel, where men fondly think that the more )ou see of them the more you 

hke of them Yet their Pro\erbial Philosophy (** the wisdom of many and 
the ^\^t of one*') strongly protests against the practice 1 ha\e alread> quoted 
Mohammed’s saving, ” Zur ghibban, taxid Hibban ”—visits rare keep friend¬ 
ship fair 

2 This clause in the te\t is e\ idently misplaced (vol mi 244) 

3 Arab Dara’ or Dira’i= armour* whether of leatlier or metal; here the 
coat worn under the mail 

4 Called from Rustak, a quarter of Baghdad For Rustak toun, see vol. 
\ mght dcw\u 

5 From Damietla comes onr “ dinnt} “ The classical name was 
Tamiathis, apparently Coptic grjecised the old town on the shore famed m 
Crusading times was destroy ed in A H 64^?= 1251 
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he said lo him, The kin^ biddeth thee in wcak^’' «« To hear is 
(o obey.” quoth AI*Al)ha<;, and accompanied the ofTicer to the 
Icing’s palace. Now Afifah and iicr daughter Mari) ah were 
behind the curtain, both looking at him; and an hen he came 
before the sovran lie saluted him and greeted liim Avith the 
greeting of kings, whilst all present gazed at him, and at his 
beauty and lowliness and perfect grace. The king seated Inm 
at the head of the table; and A\hen Afifah saAV him and con¬ 
sidered Iiim straitiy, she said, Dy the viitue of Mohammed, 
prince of the Apostles, this joiith is of the sons of the kings 
and cometh not to these parts save for some noble purpose > ” 
Then she looked at Man} ah and sn an lliat her favour an as 
changed, and indeed her eye-balls A\ere as dead in her face, and 
she luined not her gaze from AbAbbas a tAAinlvhng of the eyes, 
for that the 1 oa*c of him had sunk deep into her lieart. When 
the queen suav an hat had befallen her daughter, she feared for 
her from reproach concerning Al-Abbas; so she shut the 
ease men t-Avicket (hat the rnneess might not look upon him 
any more. Noav there AAas a pavilion set apart for Manyah, 
and therein Avere boudoirs and boANcrs, balconies and Jatlices, 
and she had valh her a nurse, who seivcd her as is the fashion 
ANXth the daughters of the Kings. W'hen the banquet AAas 
ended and the folk had dispersed, the King said to AI-Abbas, 
" I would fain have tlice abide Avith me and I aauII buy thee a 
mansion, so liaply aag may requite thee for thy liigh serAuces; 
and indeed imperative upon us is thy due and magnified in 
our eyes is Ihy work; and soothly avc have fallen shoit of thy 
deserts in the matter of distance.'” When the youth heard the 
king’s speech, he rose and sat doAAiK and kissing ground, returned 
thanks for his boimt}' and said ,1 am the King's thrall, whereso¬ 
ever I may be, and under his eye.” Then he told him the tale of 
the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the 
king said, ** In a cry triitli I Avould fain have had thee m my neigh¬ 
bourhood and by side of me.” Presently AI-Abbas took leave 
of the king and Avent aA\ay to his oaah house. Now it chanced 
that he passed under the palace of Manyah, the king’s daughter, 
and she AAas sitting at a easement. He happened to look round 

j Easlcms are always startled b> a budden summons to the presence 
either of lung or Kayi here the mcsbcngcr gwes the }outh to understand 
that Jt IS in kindness, not in anger , , „ , 

2 j f , m not sending for thee to court instead of allowing thee to Ine m 

the cit> without gucsl-nie . , . . , 

3 In sign of agitation the phrase has often been used in tins sense, and 

we find U also in Al-Mos’udi 
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and his met those of the Princess, whereupon his wit de¬ 
parted and he was ready to swoon away, whilst his colour changed, 
and he said, Verily, we are Allah’s and unto Him are we return¬ 
ing ^ ” But he feared for himself lest severance betide him; so he 
concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the 
creatures of Allah Almighty. When he reached his quarters, his 
page Amir said to him, •* I seek refuge for thee with Allah, O my 
lord, fiom change of colour* Hath there betided thee a pain 
from the Lord of All-might or aught of vexation ? In good sooth, 
sickness hath an end and patience doeth away trouble.” But the 
Prince returned him no answer Then he brought out ink-case' 
and papei, arid wrote these couplets :— 

I cry (and mine’s a frame that pines alwAy), » A mind wliirh fires of 
passion e’er waylay; 

And eyeballs ncvci tasting sweets of sleep; ^ Vet Foitune spare its 
cause I ever pray I 

While from world-perfidy and parting I * Like Bishr am ith Hmd,^ 
that well-loved may ;— 

Yea, grown a bye-word ’mid the folk but a>e » Spend life unwinmng 
wish or night or day, 

** Ah say, wots she my love when hei I spied At the high lattice 
shedding snnlikc ray ? ” 

Her glances keener than the brand when bared * Cleave soul of man 
nor ever ’scapes her prey : 

I looked on her m lattice pierced aloft * When bare her cheat of veil 
that slipped avay; 

And shot me thence a shaft my liver pierced Whcnthiall to care and 
dire despair I lay. 

Knowst thou, O Fawn o’ the palace, how for thee # I fared from 
farness o’er the lands astray ? 

Then read my wnt, dear friends, and show some ruth » To wight who 
%vones black-faced, distraught, sans stay 1 

And when he ended inditing, he folded up the letter. Now the 
merchant’s wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king’s 
daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, 
and when she saw him writing and reciting, she knew that some 
rare tale attached to him; so she went in to him and said, ‘‘ Peace 
be with thee, O afflicted wight, who acquaintest not leach with thy 
plight! Verily, thou exposest thy life to grievous blight. I con¬ 
jure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and with 
the constraint of love liking hath stricken thee, that thou acquaint 


1 I would remind the reader that the “Dawdt" (mk-case) contains the 
reed-pens 

2 Two well-known lovers 
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me whh thine affair nnd disclose to me the truth of thy secret; for 
that mdecd I have heard from thee verses which trouble the mind 
and melt the body. Accordingly he acquainted her with his 
ease and enjoined her to scciccy, whereof she consented, saym^ 
What shall be the recompense of ^\hoso goclh \\ith thy letter 
and Iningoth thee its replyHe boned his head for shame 
before her and was silent; and she said to him, Raise thy head 
and give me thy writ : so he gave her tlie letter and she hent 
it and, can \ mg it to the Princess, said to her, Take this epistle 
and gi\ c me Us answ er/’ Now the dearest of all things to I^Iariyah 
was the recitation of poesy and vciscs, and linked rhymes, and the 
twanging of lute stiings, and she was \ ersed in all longues; where¬ 
fore she took the ivnt and opening it read that which was therein 
and nndcistood its purport. Tiien she threw it to the ground 
and cried, “ O nurse, I have no answer to make to this Tetter.’^ 
Quoth the nurse, ‘'Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a 
reproach to thee, for that the people of the world ha\c heard 
of thee and commend thee for keenness of wit and understanding*’; 
so do thou return him an answer, such as shall trick his heart 
and tire his soul.*' Quoth she, “O nurse, who may be the man 
who presumeth upon me wdth this correspondence ? Ilaply *tis 
the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies.'* The 
woman said, “ It is himself**; and IManyah said, “ I wall answer 
his letter in such fashion that thou shalt not bnng me other 
than it.*’ Cried the nurse, “So be ltd” Thereupon the Pnneess 
called for ink-ease and paper, and wTote these couplets.— 

Thou art bold m the cop 5 thou sentest 1 Maybe * ’Tw ill increase the 
dulc foreign wight must dree I 

q hou hast spied me, w ith glance that bequeaths tlice w oe * Ah ! far is 
thy hope, a mere foreigner's plea I 

Who art thou, poor freke, thatwouldst wmmj lo\c • Wi* thy ^ersc’ 
What seeks thine insanity ? 

An thou hope for my favours and greed therefor; * \\ here find thee a 
leach for such foolish gree ? 

Then rhyme-linking leave and fooMikc be not * Hanged to Cross at 
' the doorway of ighomy ! 

Deem not that to thee I incline, O youth * * 'Mid the sons of the Patli^ 
is no place for me. 

Thou art homeless w'aif in the wide wide world; • So return thee home 
where they keen for thee®: 


1 On such occasions the old woman (and Easterns are hard de dole 
\ctulamm) always assents to the savings of her prey, well knowing what the 
doings will inevitably be 

2 Travellers, Nomads, Wild Arabs 

3 Whither they bear thee back dead with the women crjing and keening. 
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Leave versc-spouting, O thou who a-wold dost wone, » Or minstrel 
shall name thee in lay and glee; 

How many a fiiend who would meet his lo\c * Is baulked when the 
goal IS light clcai to see 1 

So begone and ne’ci giicvc foi ^\}lat canst not win « Albe time be near, 
5’ct thy grasp *t\\ ill flee. 

Now such is luy say and the talc Fd tell; « So master my meaning 
and—faic thee well I 

When hlanyah had made an end of her verses, she folded the 
letter and delivered it to the nurse, who bent it and went with it 
to Al-Abbas. When she gave it to him he took it and, breaking 
It open, lead it and comprehended its contents; and when he 
1 cached the end of it he swooned away. After awhile he came 
to himself and cried, ‘‘ Praise be to Allah who hath caused hei 
return a reply to my writ* Canst thou carry her another 
missive, and with Allah Almighty be thy requital ? ’* Said she, 
** And what shall letters profit thee, seeing that such is her 
reply''; but he said, “ Peiadveuture, she may yet be softened/* 
Then he took ink-case and paper and wrote these couplets:— 

Reached me the writ and vhat therein didst write, * Whence grew my 
pain and bane and blight: 

I read the maivel-lincs made wa\ my lo\e * And wore iny body out 
till slightest slight.* 

Would Hca\cn yo wot the whole I bear foi love * Of you, wdth vitals 
clean for you undight I 

And all I do V ouldiivc 3"ou fiom m^^ thought * Wails naught and 
Against th’ obsession loses might. 

Couldst for thy lover feel 'tw'ould case his soul; * E’en thy dear 
Phantom would his sprite delight 1 

Then on my w’eakness lay not cojmess-load « Nor in such bi each of 
troth be tiaitor-wight; 

And, wcet ye w’oll, for this your land 1 fared * PI oping to ’joy the union- 
boon forthright: 

How many a stony w^old for this I spanned, • How oft I waked wdicn 
men kept watch o’ night 1 

To fare fro’ another land for sight of you » Love bade, while length of 
w’ay forbade my sprite; 

So by His name- wdio molt m3 frame, have ruth, * And quench the 
flames thy love in me did light; ' 

Thou fillest, arra3cd wuth glor3^’s robes and ra3's, * Heaven’s stars with 
joy and Luna with despight. 

Then w*ho daie chide or blame me for my love # Of one that can all 
Beauty’s boons unite ? 


1 Arab Aznam = emaciated me 

2 Either the Deitj' or the Lo\ e-god 
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When Ah Abbas had made an end of his \crscs, he folded the 
letter and, ddivcnnf( it to the nui^c, charged her keep the 
sect cl. So she look it and, carrying it to Mauyab,ga\c it to her. 
The I'lincc^*^* broke it open and read it, and apprehended its 
purport; then cnod she, ** Hy Allah, O nurse, my heart is 
chag:incd with exceeding chagrin, never knew I a sorer, because 
of this correspondence and of tiiese verses.** And the nurse 
made answer to her, “ O my kuly, thou art in thy dwelling 
and thy palace, and thy heart is \oid of care; so return him a 
reply and reck not.” Accordingly the Pxmeess called for ink- 
case and paper, and wrote these couplets:— 

Ho thou who would< \nunt thee of cark and care , • How many lo\c- 
molten, tr\:rt craving he tluio ? 

Atul hast wandered the Wold in the nnnks of night * Bound afar and 
anear on the I racks to fare. 

And to euic hast forbidden the '.Wict*' of Mi^ep, « Borne by Dc\ih and 
klnrid*^ to dangerous lair; 

And licggcsi niy boons, O in tribe land* horned . And to urge (h\ 
wisli and desire wouldst dare ; 

Now, woo Patience fail, an thon bear m mind • What The Kuthful 
promi‘^ed to patient piajor*! 

How main a king for inj sake hath Mcd, • Craving love and in 
tnaniage with me to pair, 

AbNabhan sent, when u-woomg me, * Camels b iled with musk and 
Nadd scenting air, 

Tlicy hrouglU camphor in boxes .uul hkc tticrenf • Of pearls and rubies 
that countless w ere; 

Brought pregnant las'^es and negro 1 ids, * Blood steeds and arms and 
gear nc!\ and rare ,— 

Brought us raiment of sdk and of sendal sheen, * And came courting 
ns but no biido he hare . 

Nor could win his wisti, for 1 'bode content ♦ To part wiUi far parting 
and love forswear; 

So forme gieed not, O thou stianger wiglit • Lest thou come to rum 
and dire despair * 

When she had made an end of her vciscs, she folded the letter 
and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and earned it to AI- 
Abbas, He broke it open and rend it, and comprehended its 
contents; then took ink-case and paper and wrote these im¬ 
provised couplets:— 


1 Arab ** Himfi*’ —the tnbil domain, a word which has often occurred 

2 "O >c who believe’ '^cek help through patience and prayer vcnly 
Allah IS with the paiitiiU Koran u \ \h Ihe passage refers to one of the 
i)atllcs, Bedr or Ohod 
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Thou hast told me the talc of the Ungs, and of them * Each was 
rending lion, a furious foe* 

And thou stolcst the wits of me, all of them # And shotst me with shaft 
of thy magic bow: 

Thou hast boasted of slaves and of steeds and wealth; « And of 
beauteous lasses ne’er man did Know; 

How presents in mighty store didst spurn, * And disdainedst lovers 
both high and low: 

Then I followed their tracks in dcsiie for thee, * With naught save my 
scyimtar keen of blow ; 

Nor slaves, nor camels that run have I; * Nor sla^e*guls the liltcis 
enveil, ah no I 

But grant me union and soon shalt sight ♦ My trenchant blade ^^ilh the 
focman’s woe; 

Shalt sec the liorsenien engiid Baghdad « Like clouds that wall the 
whole world below, 

Obeying behests which to them I deal « And hearing the woids to the 
foes 1 throw 1 

And of negro chattels ten thousand head * Wouldst have, or Kings who 
be proud and piow. 

Or chargers led for lUce-day by day, ♦ And vugin girls high of bosom, 
]ol 

Al-Yaman land my command doth bear • And my biting blade to my 
foes I show 

I have left this all for the sake o’thee, « Left Aziz and my kinsmen for 
evermo’e; 

And made Al-Irdk making way to thee * Under nightly murks over 
rocks aiow , 

When the couriers brought me account of thee « Thy beauty, perfec¬ 
tion, and sunny glow, 

1 hen I sent thee verses whose \ cry sound « Burns the heart of shame 
with a fiery throe ; 

Yet the world with falsehood hath falsed me, * Though Fortune was 
never so false as thou, 

Who dubbest me strangci and homeless one * A witless fool and a 
slave-girl’s son I 

Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse, and 
gave her five hundred dinars, saying, “ Accept this from me, 
for by Allah thou hast indeed leaned thyself between us.” 
She replied, “By Allah, O my lord, my aim is to bung about 
foregathering between you, though I lose that which my right 
hand possesseth.” And he said, “ May the Lord of All'niight 
requite thee with good! ” Then she carried the letter to 
Mariyah, and said to her, “Take this letter; haply it may'be 
the end of the correspondence,” So she took it and, breaking 
It open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she 
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tinned to the nurse and said to her, This one foisteth lies 
upon me, and asserteth unto me that he hath cities and horse¬ 
men and footmen at liis command, and submitting to his 
allegiance; and lie wisheth of me that which he shall not win; 
for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings* sons have sought me 
in marriage, Mith presents and rarities; but I have paid no 
heed unto aught of this; how, then, shall I accept of this 
fellow, A\ho is the ignoramus of his tune, and possesseth naught 
save two caskets of rulncs, which he gave to iny sire, and 
indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of Al-Glmnf, 
and abidcth ^\llllOut silver or gold> Wliercfore, Allah upon 
thee, O nurse, retuni to him and cut off his hope of me/* 
Accordingly the nurse rejoined Al-Abbas without letter or 
answer; and when she came in to him, he looked at her and 
saw’ that she was troubled, and he noted the maiks of anger 
on her face, so he said to her, ‘*What is this plight ? ** Quoth 
she, ** I cannot set forth to thee that which Glanyah said; for 
indeed slie charged me return to tlicc without w’nt or reply/* 
Quoth he, “O nurse of kings, I would have thee carry her this 
letter and return not to her without it/’ Then he took ink-case 
and paper, and wrote these couplets,— 

My secret now to men is known though hidden well and true • By me. 

enough is that I ha\ e of lo\ c aud lo\ e of 3 ou: 

I left familiars, friends, and kin to weep the Joss of me • With floods of 
tears, which like the tide a3e flowed and flowed anew ; 

Tlicn, left in}’ home iinself, I bore to Baghdad-town one da}’, ♦ When 
parting draie me there Ins pride and cruelty to rue: 

I ha\e indeed drained all the bond whose draught repression^ w^as * 
Handed by friend wlio bitter gourd - therein for dnnking threw’. 
And, oft as strove I to enjoin the wa}s of troth and faith, * So oUen qn 
refusal's patli he left my soul to sue 
Indeed my body molten is with care Tm doomed dree; * And }ct I 
hoped relenting and to wan some grace, m> due. 

But wrong and rigour w i\ed on me and changed to worse my ease; * 
And lo\e liath left me wccping-e>cd for woes that aye pursue 
How long must I keep w'atch for \ou throughout the nightly gloom ? * 

. How many a path of pining ^Cc and garb of grief endue ? 

And you, what while you *joy your sleep, your restful pleasant sleep, * 
Keek naught of sorrow and of shame that to your friend accrue * 

For wakefulness I watched the stars before the peep o* day, ♦ Praying 
that union with my dear in bliss my soul imbrue. 


1 Arab ’'Sirr‘* (a secret), and afterwards 10tin.ln ” (concealment), 1 /, 

keeping a lover down-hearted ,1 1 .t 

2 Arab ** ’Alkam "=:ihc bitter gourd, colocjnth. more usually •’Hanzal 
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Indeed the throes of long desire laid waste my frame, and I * Rise 
every morn in weaker plight with hopes e'er fewer few. 

“ Be not (I say) so liard of heart T* for did you only deign * In phantom 
gmse to visit me 'twere joy enough to view. 

But when ye saw my wnt ye grudged to me the smallest boon # And 
cast adown the flag of faith though well my troth ye knew ; 

Nor aught of answer you vouchsafe, albe )ou wot full w^cll • The words 
thcicin address the heart and pierce the spirit thiougli. 

You deemed yourself all too secure for changes of the days • And of the 
far and near alike you cvci careless grew. 

Iladst thou (dear maul) been doomed like me to woes, forsure hadsl 
felt • The lowe of love and La^a-hcll wdiicli parting doth enmcw% 
Yet soon shall suffer torments such as those from thee I bear * /\ncl 
storm of palpitation-pangs in Mtals thine shall brew: 

Yea, thou shalt taste the bitter smack of charges false and foul, * And 
public make the privacy best hid from meddling crew; 

And he thou lowest shall appro\chim hard of hcait and soul « And 
heedless of the shifts of Time thy life undo. 

Then hear the fond Salam I send and wash thee cvci}’ day * While 
swaycth spray and sparkleth star all good thy life ensue 1 

\Yhen AhAbbas had made an end of his verses, he folded the 
scroll and gave it to the nurse, who took it and earned it to 
klariyah. When she came into the Princess's presence, she 
saluted her; but IManyah returned not her salutation, and she 
said, ** 0 my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest 
to return the salam* Accept this letter, because 'tis the last 
that shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyah, “ Take 
lU}' warning and never again enter my palace, or ’twill be the 
cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest 
my disgiace. So get thee gone from me " And she bade beat 
the nurse, who went forth fleeing from her presence, changed 
of colour and ’wildcred of w its, and gave not over going till she 
came to the house of Al-Abbas. When the Pnnee saw her in 
this plight, he became like a sleeper aivakened and cried to her, 
What hath befallen thee? Acquaint me with thy case." She 
replied, “ Allah upon thee, nevermore send me to Mariyah, and 
do thou protect me, so the Lord protect thee from the fires 
of Gehenna* " Then she related to him that which had betided 
her with Mariyah, which when Al-Abbas heard, there took him 
the pride and high spirit of the generous, and this was grievous 
to him. The love of Mariyah fled forth of his heart and he said 
to the nurse, » How much hadst thou of IMariyah every month ? " 
Quoth she, “Ten dinars," and quoth he, Be not concerned." 
Then be put hand to pouch, and bringing out tivo hundred 
ducats, gave them to her and said, “Take this wage for a whole 
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}XMr, and turn not nirain to serve anyone of the folk. When 
the t^\cl\cmonth shall ha\c passed away, I will give thee a two 
gears' wage, for that thou hast wuiriecl thyself wath us and on 
account of the cutting off the tie which bound thee to Manyah.” 
Also he gifted her with a coinpleie suit of clothes, and, raising 
his head to her, said, ** WJicn thou loidcst me that wdiick 
Mariyah had done with thee, Allah uprooted the love of her 
from out my heart, and never again wall she occur to iny 
thought; so e\toIlcd be He who turneth hairts and eyes I 
*Twas she who wms the cause of my coming out from Al- 
Yaman, and now the time is past for wdnch I engaged w^ith 
iny folk, and I fear lest my father levy his forces and nde forth 
in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself, 
nor can ho brook to be parted from me; and in like way 'tis 
will) my inotlier.** When the nurse heard his words, she asked 
him, “O niy lord, and which of the kings is thy sire ^ ” He 
answcicd, saying, ** My father is AI-Azw, lord of Al-Yaman, 
and Nubia and the Islands* of the JJanu Kahtan, and the Tw^o 
Sanctiinnes^ (Allah of All-niight ha\e them in His keeping9, 
and wdicncvcr he taketh hoi'se, there nde with him an hundred 
and twenty and four thousand horsemen, each and e\ ery smiters 
With the su'ord, besides attendants and sci^ants and followers, 
all of wdiom give eai to my word and obey my bidding/' 
Asked the nurse, “Why, then, O my lord, didst thou conceal 
the secret of thy rank and lineage, and passedst thyself off for a 
foreigner and a wayfarer ^ Alas for our disgrace before thee 
by reason of our shortcoming m rendering thee thy due I What 
shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the 
kings ? But he rejoined, “ By Allah, thou hast not fallen 
short* Indeed, 'tis incumbent^on me to leqiiite thee w^hat 
while r live, though from thee I be far distant/' Then he 
called his man Amir, and said to him, “Saddle the steeds/* 
When the nurse heard his words, and indeed she saiv that Amir 
brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, 
the tears ran down upon her cheeks, and she said to him, “By 
Allah, thy separation is saddening to me, O coolth of the 
cjel'* Then quoth she, “Where is the goal of thine intent, 
so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy 
report?** Quoth he, “I go hence to visit 'Akil, the son of 


X “For Jazirah ” = insula, island, used in the sense of “peninsula/’see 
\ol 1 pa 

2 Meccah and Al-Madmah Pilgriniage, i 338 and n 57, used in the 
proverb “ Sharr £i al-Haramayn ”=5wickedness m the two Holy Places 
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my paternal uncle, for lh«it he hath his sojourn in the camp of 
Kundah bin Hishain, and these twenty years have I not seen 
him nor hath he seen me; so I purpose to repair to him and 
discover his news and return. Then will I go hence to Al- 
Yaman, Inshallah! ” So saying, he took leave of the nurse 
and her husband, and set out intending for Akil, the son of his 
father’s brother. Now theie was between Baghdad and AkiVs 
abiding-place forty days’ journey; so AhAbbas settled himself 
on the back of his steed, and his ser\^ant Amir mounted also, and 
they fared forth on their way. Presently, Al-Abbas turned right 
and left and recited these couplets:— 

Tin the singular Ivinght and niy peers I slay 1 *1 lay low the foe and lus 
whole array • 

I fare me to visit my friend Al-AkU, ♦ And in safety and Allah-lauds* 
shorten the way, 

And roll up the width of the wold wlnlc still • Hears Amir my word or 
in earnest or play.^ 

I spring \Mth the spring of a lynx or a paid • Upon whoso darcih our 
course to sta\ ; 

0 ’erth^o^\ him in rum and abject shame, * Make him drain the death' 
cup in fatal fray. 

My lance is long ^\ith its steely blade; . A brand kccn-grided, thin- 
edged 1 s\\ ay: 

With a stroke an it fell on a to^\enng hill » Of the hardest stone, tins 
w ould ciea\ c in ay; 

1 lead no troops, nor seek aid save God's, ♦ The creating Lord (to Whom 
laud alw fly 1) 

On Whom I rely in ad%enturcs all * And Who pardoncth l&chcs of 
freeman and thrall. 

Then they fell a-fanng night and day, and as they went, behold, 
they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So Al-Abbas 
enquired thereof, and was told that it was the camp of the Banu 
Zohrah. Now there were around them herds and flocks, such as 
filled the earth, and they were enemies to Al-Akil, the cousin of 
Al-Abbas, upon whom they made daily raids and took his cattle, 
wherefore he used to pay them tribute, every year because he 
lacked power to cope with them. When Al-Abbas came to the 
skirts of the camp, he dismounted from his destrier, and his servant 
Amir also dismounted; and they set down the provaunt and 
ate their sufficiency, and rested an hour of the day. Then said 
the Pnnee to his page, ** Fetch water from the well and give the 


1 Arab APhamd (o U’llah) 

2 f f , plaj, such as the chase, or an earnest matter, such as ar, etc 
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horses to drinlc, and draw up a supply for us in thy bag,’ by way 
of pronsion for the road,” So Amir took the water-skin and 
made for the well j but when he came there, behold, two young 
men i>la\es weic leading gazelles, and when they saw him, they said 
to him, “ Whither wendest thou, O youth, and of which of the 
Arabs art thou ? ” Quoth he, ” Harkye, lads, fill me my water¬ 
skin, for (hat I am a stranger astray and a farcr of the way, and 
I have a comrade who awaiteth me.’* Quoth the thralls, “ Thou 
nit no wayfarer, but a spy from Al-AkiJ’s camp” Then they 
took him and carried him to their king Zuhayr bin Shabib; and 
when he came before him, he said to him, ** Of which of the 
Arabs art thou ? ** Quoth Amir, “ I am a wayfarer.” So 
Zuhayr said, Whence comest thou and whither wendest 
thou ? ” and Amir replied, “ I am on my way to Al-Akil,*‘ When 
he named Al-AkiJ, those who ^\erc present were excited; but 
Zuhayr signed to them with his eyes and asked him, “What 
is thine errand with Al-Akil ? ” and he answered, “We ^\ould 
fain scehim, my friend andl.” As soon as Zuhayr heard his words, 
he bade smite his ncck^; but his Wazir said to him, “Slay 
him not, till his fnend be present.” So he commanded the two 
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to Al-Abbas 
and called to him, saying, “O }outh, answer the summons of 
King Zuhayr.” He enquired, “ What would the king with me ? ” 
and they replied, “ We know not.” Quoth he, “ Who gave the 
king new's of me ? ” and quoth they, “ We w'ent to draw wa'itcr, 
and found a man by the well. So we questioned him of his case, 
Init he w’oiild not .acquaint us tliereivith, w^hereforc we carried 
him wdly-nilly to King Zuhayr, wdio asked him of his adventure, 
and he told him that he was going to Ai-AkiL Now Al-AJnl 
is the king’s enemy, and he intendeth to betake himseJf to his 
camp and make pnxe of his offspring, and cut off his traces.” 
Said Al-Abbas, ** And wdiat hath AI-Akil done with King Zuhayr ?” 
They replied, “He engaged foi himself that he w^ould bring the 
King every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, 


1 Arab '* Mizuad/’ or ‘‘Mizwnd = lit pro\ision-bag, from Ziid = 
viaticum, aftcru.irds called Kirbah (pron Girbah, the popular term), and 
SaU fhc iattcr js gi\cn in the diciionaries as Askalah = scala, echel]e„ 
stage, planh 

2 Those blood-feuds are most troublesome to the traveller, who maybe 
<icla5'c<i them for months and, until a peace be patched up, ho ivjJJ never 
)>e allo\\ed to pa*^*? from one tnbe to their enemies A quarrel of the Und pre¬ 
vented my crossing; Arabia from Al-Madmah to Mashat (Pilgrimage, u 297), 
and another in Africa from visiting the head of the Tanganjika Lake In all 
<’uch journeys the traveller who has to fight against Time is almost sure to 
Jo 
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bcMcles a thousand head of thoroughbred steeds and two hunched 
black slates and fifty hand-maids; but it hath reached the king 
that Al-Alnl purposeth to ghe naught of this; wherefore he is 
inmdcd to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the Kmg be 
wroth wdlh thee and with us.'* Then said Ah Abbas to them, 
“0 youths, sit by my w^eapons and my stallion till I return.” 
But they said, ‘*By Allah, thou prolongcst discourse with that 
which bescemeth not of words! Make haste, or we wdll go wdth 
thy head, for indeed tlie King purposeth to slay thee and to slay 
thy comrade and take that w’hich is wdth you.” When the Prince 
heard this, his skin bustled wnth rage, and he cried out at them 
with a cry which made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his 
hoise and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to 
the Kmg*s assembly, w’hen he shouted at the top of his voice, 
saying, ‘*To horse, O hoisemenl” and couched his spear at the 
pa\iHon wdicrein w*as Zuhayr. Now there w^ere about the King 
a thousand snntcrs with the sword ; but Al-Abbas charged home 
upon them and dispersed them horn around him; and there abode 
none in the tent save Zuhayi and his Wa/ir. Then Al-Abbas 
came up to the door of the tent w^hercin w^crc four-and-twenty 
golden cloics; so he took them, after he had tumbled them doivn 
with llic end of his lance. Then lie called out, saying, “Ho, 
Zuhayi ’ Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast abated Al-Akifs 
repute, but thou art minded to abate that of those who sojourn 
round about him ^ Know^est thou not that he is of the lieutenants 
of Kundah bin Hisham of the Banu Shay ban, a man renowmed 
forprow’css^ Indeed, greed of bis gam hath entered into thee, 
and envy of him hath gotten the mastery of thee. Doth it not 
suffice thee that thou hast oiphaned his children^ and slain his 
men^ By the ^irtue of Mustafa, the Chosen Prophet, I will 
make thee drain the cup of death! *' So saying, he bared Ins 
brand and smiting Zuhayr on Ins shoulder-blade caused the steel 
issue gleaming from his throat tendons; then he smote the Wazir 
and clove his crown asunder. As he w’as thus, behold Aimr 
called out to him and said, “ O my lord, come help me, or I be a 
dead man * So Al-Abbas went up to him guided by his voice, 
and found him cast down on his back and chained with four 
chains to four pickets of iron.- He loosed his bonds and said 
to him, Go in front of me, O Amir.” So he fared On 


I t f, his fighting-m^n 

“ The popular treatment of a detected horse-thief, for which see Burck- 
liardt, Tiaiels in Arabia (1S29), and Kotes on the Bedouins and Wahabis 
(1S30). 
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before him a iittle, and presently tliey iocheJ, and, behold, 
liorscmcn were making to Zuhayr s succour, and they numbered 
twelve thousand nders led by Sahl bin Ka'ab bestriding a coal- 
black steed. He charged upon Amir, who fled from him, then 
upon Al-Abbas, who said, O Amir, hold fast to my horse and 
guard my back.” The page did as he bade him, whereupon 
Al-Abbas cried out at the folk, and falling upon them overthrew 
their brakes and slew of them some two thousand riders, whilst 
not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. 
Then said one of them to other, “ Verily, the King is slain; so 
with \shom do we nage war^ Indeed ye flee from him; but 
"t^^erc belter ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be 
sa\ed.” Tlicrciipon all dismounted and, dofling that which was 
upon them of war-gear, came before AI-Abbas and proffered him 
allegiance and sued for his protection. So he withheld his brand 
from them, and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he 
look the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all 
became his heges and his retainers, to the number (according to 
that which is reported) of fifty tliousand horse, Furthermore, 
the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; where¬ 
upon he duided the loot amongst them and gave largesse, and 
duclt thus three days, and there came gifts to him. After this he 
bade march for Al-Akifls abiding-pIace ; so they fared on six days, 
and on the seventh they sighted the camp. Al-Abbas bade his 
man Amir precede him and gne Al-Akil the good news of his 
cousin’s coming; so he rode on to the camp and, going in to 
Al-Aki), acquainted him %\ath the glad tidings of Zuhayr’s 
slaughter and the conquest of his clan * Al-Akil rejoiced in the 
coming of Al-Abbas and the slaughter of lus enemy, and all in his 
camp rejoiced also and cast robes of honour upon Amir; while 
Al-Alvil bade go forth to meet AI-Abbas, and commanded that 
none, gicat or small, freeman or sla\e, should tarry behind. So 
they did his bidding and, going forth all, met AI-Abbas at three 
parasangs’ distance from the camp, and when they met him, they 
dismounted from their horses and Al-Akil and he embraced and 
clapped palm to palm.^ Then rejoicing in the corning of Al-Abbas 
and the killing of their foe in an, they returned to the camp, where 
tents were pitched for the new-comers and skin rugs spread and 
game slam and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread ; 
and after this fashion tliey abode twenty daj^s in the enjoyment of 
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all delight of life. On this wise f.ucd it with Al-Abbas and his 
cousin AbAkil; but as regards King Al-Aj'az, when his son left 
inm, he was desolated for him with exceeding desolation, both he 
and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the 
tryst-time passed without his xeturning, tlic king caused public 
proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to get ready 
to mount and ride forth in quest of his son AbAbbas at the end 
of three days, aftci which no cause of hindrance or excuse would 
be admitted to any* So on the fouith day, the Icing bade muster 
the troops, who numbered four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides 
servants and followeis* Accordingly, they reared the standards, 
and the Iccttle-drums beat, the general and the Icing set out with 
his power intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to press 
forward with all diligence till he came witliin half a day's journey 
of the city, when he bade his army encamp on the Green Meadow, 
There they pitched the tents, till the lowdand was straitened wdth 
them, and set up for the king a pavilion of gicen brocade, purfled 
wnth peails and piecious stones. When AI-Azir had sat awhile, 
he summoned the Mamelukes of his son Al-Abbas, and they were 
five-and-tw enty in number besides ten slave-girls, as they were 
moons, five of wdiom the king had brought with him and other 
fu e he had left wath the prince’s mother. When the T^Iamelukes 
came before him, he cast over each and cvciy^ of them a mantle of 
green brocade, and bade them mount similar horses of one and the 
same fashion, and enter Baghdad and ask aftei their lord 
AbAbbas. So they rode into tlie city and passed through the 
market-streets, and there remained in Baghdad, nor old man nor 
bo}^ but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself wuth the 
sight of their beauty and loveliness and the seemlmess of their 
semblance and the goodlincss of their garments and horses, for 
all were even as moons. They ga^e not over going till they 
came to the palace,^ whcie they halted, and the king looked at 
them and, seeing their beauty and the brillianc)" of their apparel 
and the brightness of their faces, said, “Would Heaven I knew of 
wduch of the tribes these are IAnd he bade the Eunuch bring htm 
news of them The castrate w ent out to them and questioned 
them of their case, whereto they replied, “ Return to thy loid 
and enquire of him concerning Pnnee Al-Abbas, an he have 
come unto him, for that he left his sire King AbAziz a full-told 
year ago, and indeed longing for him troubleth the King and he 
hath levied a division of his army and his guards and is come 
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forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of 
him ” Quoth the Eunuch, Is there amongst you a brother of 
his or a son ?'' and quoth they, N«iy, by Allah, but we are all 
lus Mamelukes and the purchased of his money, and his sire 
Ai-Aziz hath sent us to make enquiry of him. Do thou go to thy 
lord and question him of the Prince, and return to us with that 
which he shall answer thee.*’ Asked the Eunuch, And where 
is King Al-Aziz?” and they answered, He is encamped in the 
Green IMeadowJ ” The Eunuch returned and told the king, 
who said, ** Indeed we have been unduly negligent with regard to 
Al-Abbas. What shall be our excuse \\ ith the King ? By Allah, 
my soul suggested to me that the youth was of the sons of the 
kings!*’ Ilis wife, the Lady Afifah saw him lamenting for his 
neglect of AI-Abbas, and said to him, O King, what is it thou 
regret test \nth this mighty regret ? ’* Quoth he, Thou knouest 
the stranger youth, who gifted us with the rubies ? ** Quoth she, 
** Assuredly and he, “Yonder youths, who have halted m the 
palace court, are his Mamelukes, and his father, King Al-Aziz, 
lord of Al-Yaman, hath pitched his camp on the Green Aleadow, 
for he 15 come with his aimy to seek him, and the number of his 
troops is four-and-twenty thousand horsemen.'* Then he went 
out from her, and^when she lieard Iiis words she wept sore for him, 
and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling 
him to summon the Mamelukes and lodge them m the palace and 
entertain them. The king hearkened to her rede and despatching 
the Eunuch for the I^Iamelukcs assigned unto them a lodging and 
said to them, “ Have patience, till the King give you tidings of 
your lord AI-Abbas.’* When they heard his words, their eyes 
ran over with a rush of tears, of their mighty longing for the 
sight of their lord. Tlrcn the King bade the Queen enter the 
private chamber opening upon the throne-room, and let down the 
curtain before the door so she might see and not be seen. She 
did this, and lie summoned them to his presence, and, when 
they stood before him, they kissed ground to do him honour, and 
showed forth their courtly breeding and magnified his dignity, 
lie ordered them to sit, but they refused, till he conjured them 
by their lord Al-Abbas : accordingly they sat down, and he bade 
set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. 
Now ^^lthln the Lady Afifah’s palace was a souterrain com- 

t Arab *' Marj Sail* ” = cleft meadow (here and below) Mr Payne 
sugejests that this may be a mistranscription for Marj SaU* (w-ith a Sad)«a 
irctlcss champaign It appears to me a careless blunder for the Marj akhzar 
(grten meadow) before mentioned 
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niunicating with the Princess Mariyah; so the Queen sent after 
her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind 
the curtain and gave her to know that AhAbbas was son to 
the Kmg of Al-Yaman, and that these were his Mamelukes* 
^ she also told her that the Prince's father had levied his troops 
. and was come with Ins army in quest of him, and that he had 
pitched his camp on the Green iMeadow, and had despatched 
these Mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. Then Manyah 
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and loveliness 
and the goodhness of their raiment, till they had eaten their 
fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the 
King recounted to them the story of A 1 -Abbas, and they took 
leave of him and went their ^^ays, So foi tuned it with the 
Mamelukes, but as for the Princess klanyah, when she returned 
to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of 
Ah Abbas, repenting hei of what she had done, and the love of 
him took root in her heart. And, when the mght darkened upon 
her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, 
to wit, those which AI-Abbas had written her, fell to reading them 
and weeping. She left not weeping her mght long, and when 
she arose m the morning she called a damsel of her slave-girls, 
Shafikah by name, and said to her, ** O damsel, I purpose to 
discover to thee mine affair and I charge thee keep my secret, 
which is that thou betake thyself to the house of the nurse, W’lio 
used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave 
need of her.'* Accoidingly, Shafikah went out and repairing to 
the nurse's house, entered and found her clad in clothing other 
and richer than what she had whilome been wont to wear. So 
she saluted her and asked her, ** Whence hadst thou this dress, 
than which there is no goodlier ^ ’* Answered the nurse, “ 0 
Shafikah, thou deemest that I ha\e seen no good save of thy 
mistress , but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, 
I had acted righteously, seeing that she did with me what she did 
and bade the Eunuch beat me, without offence by me offered: 
so tell hei that he, on whose behalf 1 bestirred myself with her, 
hath made me independent of her and her humours, for he hath 
habited me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty 
dinais and promised me the like every 3^ear and charged me 
to serve none of the folk.” Quoth Shafikah, ** I^Iy mistress hath 
a need for thee , so come thou with me and I will engage to restore 
thee to thy dwelling in safety and satisiaction,” But quoth the 
nuise, “ Indeed, her palace is become unlawful and forbidden to 
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inc' and never again will I enter therein, for that Allah (extolled 
and exalted he Jlc!) of Jlis favour and bounty hath rendered me 
independent of her.” Presently Shafikah rctuined to her mistress 
and acquainted her with the nurse’s words, and that wherein she 
was of prosperity; whereupon Manyah confessed hex unmannerly 
dealing with her, and repented when repentance profited her not; 
and she abode in that her ease days and nights, w'hilst the hre of 
longing Gained in her heart. On (his w ise happened it to her; but 
as regards Al-Abhas he tamed wnih Ins cousin AUAkil Iw’enly 
days, after w‘hich he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and, 
bidding bring the booty he had taken from King Zuhayr, divided 
jt between himself and his cousin. Then he sent out a-marching 
Baghdad'Wards, and when he came within tw^o clays’ journey of 
the city lie summoned his servant Amir, and said to him, ‘‘Mount 
th} charger and foicgo me wnth the cara\an and the cattle.” So 
Amir took horse and fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the 
season of his entenng was the first of the day, nor was there in 
the city little child or old greybeard Imt came forth to divert 
himself witli gazing on those flocks and herds, and upon the beauty 
of those slave-girls; and their w its w ere wildercd at wdmt they saw. 
Soon afterwards the news reached the king that the young man Al- 
Abbn'^, who had gone forth from him, was come back with booty 
and rarities and black slaves and a conquering host, and had taken 
up his soj'oiini without the city, whilst his servant Amir wms 
presently come to Baghdad, so he might get ready for Jus lord 
dwelling-places wdierein he should take up his abode. When the 
King heard these tidings of Amir, he sent for him and caused bring 
him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the 
ground and saluted w’llh the salnm and showed his fine breeding 
and greeted him with the goodliest of gieetings The King bade 
him raise his head and, this done, questioned him of his lord 
Al-Abbas ; wdiercupon he acquainted him wath his adventures and 
told him that which had betided him with King Zuhayr and of the 
aimy that w'as become at his command and of the spoil he bad 
secured. He also gave him to know that AKAbbas was to arrive 
on the morrow’, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, 
obedient to his orders When the king heard his W’ords, he bade 
decorate Baghdad and commanded the citizens to eqifip themselves 
with the nehest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of 
Al-Abbas Furthermore, he sent to give King Al-Aziz the glad 

I Ihr paHcc, even \\ithQut espccinl and personal reasons, not being tbe 
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tidings of his son’s return, and informed him of all which he had 
heard from the Prince’s servant. When the news reached King 
Ah Aziz, he joyed with exceeding joy in the approach of his son, 
and straightway took horse, he and all his host, while the 
trumpets blared and the musicians played, so that the earth 
quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day 
When Mariyah beheld all this, she repented in all possible peni¬ 
tence of that which she had done against Al-Abbas, and the fires 
of desire raged in hci vitals. Meanwhile, the troops' sallied forth 
of Baghdad and went out to meet those of Al-Abbas, who had 
halted in a garth called the Green Island, When he espied the 
approaching host, he strained his sight, and, seeing horsemen 
coming and troops and footmen he knew not, said to those about 
him, “ Among yonder troops are flags and banners of various 
kinds; but as for the great green standard that yc sec, *tis the 
standard of my sire, the nhich is reset ved to him and never dis¬ 
played save over his head, and thus I know that ho himself is 
come out in quest of me.” And he was certified of this, he and 
his troops So he fared on towards them and when he drew near 
them, he knew them and they knew him , whereupon they lighted 
down from their horses, and saluting him gave him joy of his 
safety and the folk flocked to him. Wlien he came to his father, 
they embraced and each greeted other a long time, whilst neither 
of them could utter a word, for the greatness of that winch 
betuled them of joy in leunion. Then Al-Abbas bade the folk 
take horse; so they mounted, and his Mamelukes surrounded him, 
and they entered Baghdad on the most splendid wise and in the 
highest honour and glory. Now the wife of the shopkeeper, that 
IS, the nurse, came out, ivith the rest of those who flocked forth, 
to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw 
Al-Abbas and beheld his beauty and the beaut)^ of his host, and 
that which he had brought back with him of herds and slave- 
giris, ^lamelukes and negroes, she improvised and recited these ‘ 
couplets:— 

M'AbbAs from the side of AUl come; * Caravans and steeds he 
hath plundered: 

Vea; horses he brought of pure blood, whose necks * King nmUi collars 
like anklclk where'er they arc led. 

\\ ith dom^d hoofs they pour toircntdikc, • As they ptance through 
dust on the level stead: 
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And bcstiulinj; their sncldlcs come men of war, . Whose fini;ers play 
on the IvCttle duim's head : 

And conched are their lances tint bear the points • Keen grided, 
^^hIch fill c\cry t'Oul ^\^th dread: 

Who \\V them ^vouId fence drawotli doun his death ♦ For one deadly 
hinge soon shall do him dead : 

Charge, comrades, clinrge >e and guc me joy, • Sa>ing, “ Welcome to 
thee, O our dear comrade I 

And \\ho jo\s at his meeting shall ’joy delight • Of laigc gifts when he 
from his steed shall ’light. 

When tlie troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his 
tent, \\hilst Al-Abbas enc«ainped apart on a place near the Tigris 
and issued oiders to slaughter for the soldiers, each day, that 
winch should suffice them of o\cn and sheep and to bake them 
bread and spread the tables: so the folk ceased not to come to 
him and cat of Ins banquet. Furtlicrmore, all the country-people 
flocked to him with presents and rarities, and he requited them 
many times the like of then gifts, so that the lands were filled 
with his renown and the fame of Inrn was bruited abioad among 
the habitants of w’old and town. Then, as soon as he rode to 
the house he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to 
him and gave him joy of Ins safety: whereupon he ordered them 
three head of swaft steeds and thoroughbred, and ten dromedaries 
and an hundred head of sheep, and clad them both in costly 
robes of honour. Presently he chose out ten s!a\e-girls and ten 
negro s!a\es, and fift}' maies and the like number of she-camels, 
and tiucc hundred of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk 
and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. 
When the present came to Ins bin Kays his wit fled for joy, and 
lie was perple\cd wherewath to requite him A I-Abbas also gave 
gifts and largesse and bestowed robes of honour upon noble and 
simple, aach after the measure of his degiee, save only i^Iariyah, 
for to her, indeed, he sent nothing. This wasgrieious to the 
Pnneess, and it irked lier sore that he should not remember her, 
so she called her slavc-gni Shafikah and said to her, “ Hie thee 
to A I-Abbas and salute him, and say to him :—What hindereth 
thee from sending my lady Manyah her part of thy booty ? ” So 
Shafikah betook herself to him, and w hen she came to his door the 
chamberlains refused her admission until they should have got foi 
her leave and permission. When she entered, Al-Abbas knew' her, 
and knew' that she had somcwiiat of speech wath him ; so he dis¬ 
missed his Mamelukes and asked her, What is thine errand, O 
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hancl-inaid of good?*' Answcicd she, ‘‘O my lord, I am a slave- 
girl of the Princess J^Ianyah, who kisseth thy hands and oflereth 
her salutation to thee* Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety, and 
blameth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, 
because thy largesse enibraccth great and small, yet hast thou 
not remembered licr with anything of thy plunder, as if thou 
hadst hardened thy heart against her.” Quoth he, ‘^Extolled be 
lie who iurncth hcaits! By Allah, iny vitals were consumed 
with the love of her; and of my longing after her I came forth to 
her from my mother-land, and left my people and my home and 
my wealth, and it w’as with her that began the hardheartedness 
and the cruelty. Nathcless, for all this I bear her no malice, 
and thcic is no help but that I send her somewhat whereby she 
may lemembcr me, for that I sojourn in her country but a few 
days, after which I set out foi the land of AbYaman.” Then he 
called for a chest, and thence bringing out a necklace of Greek 
workmanship, worth a thousand dinars, WTapped it in a mantle 
of Greek silk, set with pearls and gems, and purfled with red 
gold, and joined thereto a couple of caskets containing musk and 
ambcigns, lie also put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, 
striped with gold, whciein w^crc divers figures and portraitures 
depicted, novel saw^ eyes Us like. Therewithal the girl's wnt fled 
foi joy, and she w^ent foith fiom his presence and returned to her 
mistiess When she came in to her, she acquainted her with 
that wdiich she had seen of Al-Abbas, and that w’hich w^as with 
him of scivants and attendants, and set out to her the loftiness 
of his station and ga\e her that wdiich was wdth her. Mariyah 
opened the mantle, and when she sa^v that necklace (and, indeed, 
the place wws illummed wuth (he lustre thereof), she looked at her 
slave-girl and said to hei, ** By Allah, 0 Shafikah, one look at 
him were dearer to me than all that my liand possesseth ! Oh, 
would Heaven T knew w'hat I shall do, wdien Baghdad is empty 
of him and I heai of him no news! ” Then she wept, and 
calling for ink-case and paper and pen of brass wrote these 
couplets.— 

Longsomc inv sorrows are; iny liver’s fired wuth ecstasy; * And 
severance shaft hath shot me through whence sorest pangs I dree' 
And howso could my soul forget the love I bear to you ? « You- wards 
my wall peifoico reluins nor passion sets me free: 

I ’piison all desucs I fed for fear of spies thereon * Yet tears that 
streak my cheek betray for every eye to sec. 

No place of rest oi joy I find to bring me life delight, * No wine tastes 
well, nor viands please however savoury ; 



7hk of AV/zj;' ///r fin Ktns luuf fu Ihx!{;^hiu 413 

Ah rnel to Ashotn pIjiII I cotuplnin of and ^cck it‘"> cnrc • Save 
unto thee uho-^c Plmiitoin to show mo of Hue ? 

Then name mo not or dmlo for uuj;lit I did m pa'Mon stress, • \\ itli 
sHaU qonc and frame con'^nmod by }oarnint;-maIady I 
Sccict I koop the fire of Io\c whith aye for severance buriK; Snmr 
slave* to Love who rob^ my rest and wakt s mo crucll) : 

And ccM^^cth not iny t!iom;ht to jjaro upon \onr by mght» * 

Which fahinp comes and he I Io\c stilh still mdoveth me 
Would Heaven ye wist the bheht that I for von am doomed to hear * 
Tor Io\o of \on, which tortures me with parting; nj^ony ’ 

Then read helween the lines I wrole^ and mark and learn thfui sense • 
For such my tale, and ] 5 «'stm\ made me an outcast lie: 

Learn ckc the circurnslanco of Lo\e artl lover’s woo nor deu;n • 
I)ivnli;e its mvsRne*' to men nor ^riidi^c its sccrccv 

Then slie folded the scroll and, it to her slave-girl, bade her 

bear it to Al-Abbas and bnn^^ back his repiv. So Shafikah took 
the letter and earned it to the Prince, after the doorkeeper had 
sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she 
found him with five damsels, as tlie\ wcic moons, clad m uch 
launent .iiul ornaments; and when he saw her, he s ud to her, 
“ What is ihy need, 0 hand maul of good ^ ” Presently she put 
out her hand to him with tlic WTit, after she had kissed it, and he 
bade one of his slave-girls receiv^e it from hcr.^ Then he took it 
from the gill and, bi caking the seal, read it and com pi eh end eel its 
contents; w’hereupon he cried, “ XT^nly, wt be Allah’s and unto 
Hun we shall return * ” and calling for ink-case and paper wrote 
these improvised couplets:— 

I wonder seeini; how Ihv love to me * Inclined, v hdo I in heart fiom 
love declined: 

Eke \va<^t tlioti wont to sav m vor^oful writ, • “ Son of the Koad'^no 
road to me Mini! find 1 

llow oft kmi^s docked to me with mii^hlv men • And bales on back of 
Ihikhti* beast tluy I)irul: 

And noble steeds of piiu st blood and all • Tiiev bore of choicest boons 
to me consigned ♦ 

Yet won no favour! ” Then came I to woo, • And the long talc o’ love 
I had designed. 

I fain set fortli in writ of nunc, with words * Like stnngs of pc.iils m 
goodl) line aligned •- 

Set forth my sevVance, giief^, tyrannic wrongs, * And ill device ill- 
suiting lover-kind. 
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Ho\v oft love-claimant, craving scorccy, * How oft have lovers plained 
as sore they pined, 

“ How many a brimming bitter cup I’ve quaffed, * And wept my woes 
when speech was vain as wind 1 ’* 

And thou:—“Be patient, ’tis thy bestest course * And choicest 
medicine for mortal mind ! ” 

Then unto patience Avorthy praise cleave thou, * Easy of issue and be 
hef resigned. 

Nor hope thou aught of me lest ill alloy * Or aught of dross affect my 
blood refined. 

Such IS my speech. Read, mark, and learn my sa> 1 • To what thou 
deemest ne’er I’ll tread the w a}. 

Then he folded the scroll and sealing it, entrusted it to the damsel, 
who took it and bore it to her iiiistiess. When the Princess read 
the letter and mastered its meaning, she said, “ T^Ieseemeth he 
recalleth bygones to me.” Then she called for pens, ink, and 
paper, and wrote these couplets .— 

Lo\ e thou didst show' me till I learnt its w oe * Then to the growth of 
grief didst severance show: 

1 bamsht joys of slumber after >ou * And e’en my pillow garred my 
w ake to grow’ 

How long in parting shall I pine with pain * While severance-spies^ 
through night w’atch ever>’ throe ^ 

I’ve left my kingly couch and self withdrew’ * Therefrom, and taught 
mine eyelids sleep t* unknow’, 

’Twas thou didst teach me what I ne’er can bear: * Then didst thou 
w aste my frame w ith parting-blow. 

By oath I swear thee, blame ai d chide me not; * Be kind to mourner 
Lov e hath stricken low I 

For parting-ngours drive him nearer still • To narrow home, ere clad 
m shroud for do’: 

Have ruth on me, since Love laid waste frame, **Mid tliralls 
enrolled me and lit fires that flame, 

I^Ianyah rolled up the letter and gav e it to Shafikah, bidding her 
bear it to Al-Abbas. Accoidingly, she took it and going with it 
to his door proceeded to enter; but the chamberlains and 
ser\ung-men forbade her till they had obtained her leave from 
the Prince When she went into him, she found him sitting in 
the midst of the five damsels before mentioned, whom his father 
had brought for him; so she gave him the letter and he tare it 
open and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name 
was Khafifah and vv ho came from the land of China, tune her lute 


I > f , stars and planets 



Talc of King las Inn Kass and hts Daughter, 415 

and sing anent separation. Thereupon she came forward and 
tuning her lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes after 
which she returned to the tirst and sang these couplets — 

Our friends, when leaving us on parting-day, * Crave us in wolds of 
scvcrancc-gncf (o stiay: 

When bound tlic camels* litters bearing them, * And cries of druers 
urged them on the way, 

Outrusht my tears, despair gat hold of me » And sleep betrayed nunc 
C 3 'cs to wake a prey 

The day they w*eiit I wept, but showed no ruth * The severance spy 
and flared the flames alwAy: 

Alas for lowc o* Lo%e that fires me still! • Alack for pine that melts 
my heart aw ay ! 

To whom shall 1 complain of care, when thou * Art gone, nor fain 
a-pillow head I lay ^ 

And day by day Loa c*s ardours grow on me, • And far*s tlie tent that 
holds iny fondest may: 

O Breeze o* Ilcaxcn, bear for me a charge * (Not traitor-hkc my troth 
in lo\c betray !), 

Whene’er thou hreathest o’er the lo\ed one’s land • Greet him w'lth 
choice salam fro' me, I pray 

Dust him with musk and powdered ambergris * While time endiire6l 
Such IS my wish for aye 

When the damsel had made an end of her song, Ah Abbas 
swooned awmy and they spnnkled on him niusked rose-w’ater, till 
he recovered from his fainting-fit, wdien he called another damsel 
(now there was on her of linen and raiment and ornaments that 
wdiich undocth dcscnption, and she was a model of beauty and 
brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfect grace, such 
as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from 
the land of the Roum and her name wms Hdfiznh) and said to her, 
“0 Hatizah, close thine eyes and tunc thy lute and sing to us 
upon the days of severance.” She answered him, To hoar is to 
obey,” and taking the lute tightened its strings, and cried out 
from her head,* in a plaintive voice, and sang these couplets.— 

My friends I tears flow in painful mockciy’, • And sick my heart from 
parting agony: 

Mv frame is wasted and my Mtals wrung * And lo\e-fires grow and 
e>cs set tear-floods fiec. 

And when tlic fire burns high beneath my ribs ^ With tears I quench 
it as sad day I see. 

Love left me wasted, baffled, pam be-gone, * Sore frighted, butt to 
spying enemy • 


z t f , satig in tenor tonos winch are always in falsetto 



4!6 Suppimaihxl 

When I iccnll sweet union tlicir loves * I chase dear sleep from the 
sick frame o* me 

Lonjj as our parting lasts the rival joys, And spies with fearhil 
puidcncc gain their gree. 

I fear me fen in)’ sickly, langourous fiamc * Lest dread of parting slay 
me mconrnciitiy. 

When Hafizah had ended her song, Al-Abbas cried to her, 
** Brava * Veiily, thou quickenest hearts fiom griefs.*’ Then he 
called another maiden of the daiighteis of Daylam, by name 
Marjanah, and said to her, “ O IMarjanah, sing to me upon the 
days of parting.** She said, “ Hearing and obeying,** and recited 
these couplets •— 

Cleave to fair Patience 1 Patience 'gcndcreth weal ” : • Such is the 
rede to us .ill sages deal. 

How oft I i:)lainctl the lowe of grief and bvc * Mid passions cast my 
soul in sore nnhcal. 

How oft I waked and drained the bitter cup * And watclicd the stars, 
nor sleep mine eyes would seal' 

Enough it vere an deal you giacc to me • In writ a-morn and garred 
no hope to feel 

But Thoughts which probed its depths would sear my heart • And 
start from c>c*brows streams that ever steel: 

Nor cease I suffering baleful doom and nights * Wakeful, and heart by 
sorrow's lent piecc-mcal. 

But Allah puiged niy soul from lo\c of }ou • When all knew’ secrets 
cared I not rc\ cak 

I march to-morrow from your country, and * Haply you*ll speed me 
nor fear aught unw cal, 

And, when m person you be far from us, * Would hea\en we knew' who 
shall your new's reveal 

Who kens if home wall e’er us tw’o contain * In dearest life w ith union 
naught can stain 1 

When klarjanah had made an end of her song, the Pnnee said to 
her, “ Brava, O damsel» Indeed, thou sayest a thing which had 
occurred to m3'’ mind and my tongue was near to speaking it.** 
Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by 
name Sitt al-Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him 
upon the same theme. So the Lady of Beauty tuned her lute and 
sang these couplets :— 

Patience is blest for weal comes after woe * And all things-stated time 
and ordinance show', 

I-Iaps the Sultan, hight Fortune, prove unjust * Shifting the times, and 
man excuse shall know'. 

Bitter ensueth sweet in law of change * And after crookedness things 
straightest giow’ 
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Then ^uard thine honour, nor to an} aa^c * The noble, Knowledge of 
the hid bestow: 

These be \icissitudcs the Lord commands ♦ Poor men endure, the 
sinner .ind the lo\\, 

\\ hen Ah Abbas heard her make an end of her verses, they 
pleased him and he said to her, ** Bra\ a, O Silt aMiiisn ^ Indeed, 
thou hast done away anxiety from my heart, and hast banished 
the things which had occurred to my thought.” Then he sighed 
and signing to the fifth damsel, wlio was from the land of the 
Persians, and whose name was IMar/ayah (now she vas the fairest 
of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a 
lustrous star, a model of beauty and loveliness and perfection and 
brightness and justness of shape and symmetric grace, and had a 
face like the new moon, and e)cs as they were gazelle's eyes), and 
said to her, “ O Marziyah, come forward and tune thy lute and 
sing to us on the same theme, for indeed we are lesolved upon 
faring to the land of Al-Yamnn.” Now this maiden had met 
many of the monarchs and had foregathered with the great, so 
she tuned he r lute and sang these couplets'— 

Fncnd of my heart, why lca\c thou lone and desoHtc these c>ne^ • 
Fair union of our lots ne*cr faded tins sitting stead of mine I 
And ah 1 \sho duollest singly in the heart and sprite of inc, ^ (Be I thy 
ransom !) desolate for loss of friend I pine ’ 

B\ Allah 1 O thou richest form m charms and Io\cIincbs, * Ghc alms to 
lov cr who can shou of patience ne'er a sign I 
Alms of what past between us tway (whuli ne'er will I cluiilgc) * Of 
privacy between us tw’ay that man shall necr duine 
Giant me approval of my lord whereby t' o'erwheim (he foe, * And let 
my straitncss pass aw»ay and doubtful thoughts malign : 

Approof of thee (an gamed the meed) for me high rank shall gam • 
And show me robed m richest w ecd to eyes of envy Kan. 

When she had ended her song, all who were m the assembly 
v/ept for the daintiness of her delivery and the sweetness of her 
speech, and AbAbbas said to her, “ Brava, O Marziyah’ Indeed, 
thou bewdderest the wits with the beauty of thy verse and the 
polish of thy spcechP” All this while Shafikah abode gazing upon 
her, and when she beheld the slave-girls of AbAbbas and con¬ 
sidered the charms of their clothing and the subtlety of their 
senses and the delicacy of their delivery, her reason flew from her 
head. Then she sought leave of Al-Abbas and, returning to her 
mistress iNIanyah, sans letter or reply, acquainted her with what 

1 Arab Tahzib=reforming morals, amending conduct, cliastemng style 
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she had espied of the damsels, and described to her the condition 
wherein he was of honour and delight, majesty, venerance and lofti¬ 
ness of rank. Lastly, she enlarged upon what she had seen of the 
slave-girls and their case, and that which they had said, and how they 
had incited Al-Abbas anent returning to his own country by the 
recitation of songs to the sound of the strings. When the Princess 
heard this her slave-girl’s report, she wept and wailed and was like 
to leave the woild. Then she took to her pillow and said, 
Shafikah, I will inform thee of a something wdiich is not hidden 
from Allah the Most High, and His that thou watch o\er me till 
the Almighty decree the accomplishment of His destiny, and \vhen 
my days are ended take thou tlie necklace and the mantle with 
wdiich Al-Abbas gifted me and return them to him. I deem not 
he wall survive me, and if the Lord of All-might determine against 
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to 
shroud us and entomb us both in one tomb,” Then her case 
changed and her colour w^axed w^an , and wdien Shafikah saw her 
mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that 
the lady ^lariyah refused meat and drink. Asked the Queen, 

“ Since when hath this befallen her?” and Shafikah answered, 

“ Since yesterday’s date ”: wdiereat the mother was confounded and, 
betaking herself to her daughter that she might enquire into her 
case, lo and behold ^ found her as one dying. So she sat down at 
her head and Manyah opened her eyes, and seeing her mother 
sittting by her, sat up for shame before her. The Queen questioned 
her of her case and she said, I entered the Hamman and it 
stupefied me, and prostrated me, and left in my head an exceeding 
pain; but I trust in Allah Almighty that it will cease.” When her 
mother w^ent out from her, Mariyah took to chiding the damsel for 
that which she had done, and said to her, “ Veril}', death were 
dearer to me than this; so discover thou not my affair to any, and 
I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion,” Then she 
fainted and lay sw’oomng for a whole hour, and when she came to 
herself she saw Shafikah w^eepingover her; w^hereupon she pluckt ‘ 
the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body, and said 
to the damsel, “ Lay them in a damask napkin and bear them to 
Al-Abbas, and acquaint him with that w^herein I am for the stress 
of severance and the strain of forbiddance.” So Shafikah took 
them and carried them to Al-Abbas, whom she found in readiness 
to depart, being about to take horse for Al-Yaman. She w^ent in 
to him and gave him the napkin and that Avhich was therein, and 
when he opened it and saw^ what it contained, namely, the niantlc 
and the necklace, his chagrin was excessive and his e3’cs turned in 
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his head* and his lageshot out of them. When Shafikah saw that 
which bctided him, she came forward and said to him, “ O bounti¬ 
ful lord, verily my mistress returneth not the mantle and the neck¬ 
lace for despite; but she is about to quit the world and thou hast the 
best right to them,’* Asked he, “ And what is the cause of this ^ ** 
and Shafikah answered, " Thou knowest. By Allah, never among 
the Arabs nor the Ajams, nor among the sons of the kings, saw I a 
harder of heart than thou I Can it be a shglit matter to thee that 
thou troublest Mariyah’s life, and causest her to mourn for herself 
and quit the world for the sake of thyyouth^? Thou wast the 
cause of her acquaintance wath thee and now she departeth this 
life on thine account, she w'hose like Allah Almighty hath not 
created among the daughters of the kings.*’ When A I-Abbas 
lieard from the damsel these words, his heart bunied for I^Ianyah, 
and her case was not light to him; so he said to Shafikah, “ Canst 
thou bring me m company wdth iicr, so haply I may discover her 
concern and allay whatso ailcth her ^ ’’ Said she, ** Yes, I can do 
that, and thine wull be the boi'iily and the fa\our.” So he arose 
and followed her, and she preceded him, till they came to the 
palace. Then she opened and locked behind them four-and-twenty 
doors and made them fast woth padlocks ; and when he came to 
Mariyah he found her as she were the downing sun, strowm upon a 
TAif rug of perfumed leather,^ surrounded by cushions stuffed with 
ostrich dowm, and not a hinb of her qun ered. When her maid saw 
her in this state, she offered to cry out, but Al-Abbas said to her, 
<*Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair , and if 
Allah (be He cvtollcd and exalted I) have decreed her death, w^ait 
till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then 
do what scemeth good to thee.” So sajing, he went up to the 
Princess and, k'ljiug his hand upon her bosom, found her heart 
fluttering like a doveling and the life yet hanging to her breast ^ 
So he placed his hand on her check, wdiereat she opened her eyes 
and, beckoning to her maid, said to her by signs, “ Who is this 
that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me^ ? ” “ O my 

lady,” cried Shafikah, **lhis is Prince Al-Abbas, for whose sake 
ihou forsakest the w^orld ” When T^Ianyah heard speak of Al- 
Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and, laying it 


1 I f , so as to show only the u lutes, as happens to the " mesmerised ’* 

2 I f , for love of and longing for th} >outh 

3 T r , leather from Al-Taif sec\ol \i night dccclwiv The te\t has by 
jnislaKe, Tahfi 

4 f f , she was at her last breath, when cured by the magic of love 

5 I f , violatclh my private apartment 
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upon his neck, inhaled awhile his scent. Then she sat up and her 
complexion returned to her and they abode talking till a third part 
of the night was past. Presently, the Princess turned to her hand¬ 
maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food, sweetmeats, and 
fruits, fresh and dry. So Shafikah brought what she desired, and 
they ate and drank and abode on this wise without lewdness, till 
night went and light came. Then said Al-Abbas, “ Indeed, the 
morn breaketh. Shall I hie to my sire and bid him go to thy 
father and seek thee of him in wedlock for me, m accordance with 
the book of Allah Almighty and the practice of His Apostle 
(whom may He save and assain 1 ) so we may not enter into trans¬ 
gression ? And T^Ianyah answered, saying, “ By Allah, ’tis well 
counselled of thee! ** So he went away to his lodging and naught 
befell between them; and when the day lightened, she recited 
these couplets:— 

O friends, morn-hrcc^c with Mom dra\\s on amain: • A voice' 
bespeaks us, gladding us with ’plain. 

Bp to the coment \shcre our fnend we’ll sight • And wine more subtile 
than the dust - n c’ll drain; 

Whereon our friend spent all the coin be onned, • And made the 
nursling in his cloak contain®; 

And, Vhen wo oped the jar, light opalline * Struck down the singers 
in its search u aylain. 

From all sides flocking came the convent-monks * Cr) mg at top o’ 
voices, “ Welcome fain 1 ” 

And we carousing sat, and cups went round, • Till rose the Venus star 
o’er Eastern plain. 

Ko shame in drinking wine, vliich means good cheer * And love and 
promise of prophetic strain^! 

Ho thou, the Mora, our union sundering, * These joyous hours to find 
thou dost constrain 

Show grace to us until our pleasures end, * And latest drop of joj^ fro* 
friends we gam: 

You have affection candid and sincere * And Love and Joy are best of 
Faiths for men. 

Such was the case with Mariyah; but as regards Al-Abbas,. 
he betook himself to his father’s camp, which was pitched on 
the Green Meadow, by the Tigris-side, and none might thread 

or do '"oice (Sbdzz) is left doubtful * it may be girl's, nightingale's, 

2 Arab “ Hibd, partly induced by the rhyme In desert countries the 

compar^on will be appreciated, in Sind the fine dust penetrates into a. 
closed book ^ 

3 f <r. he smuggled it in under his 'Abd-cloak 

.4 1 f » the delights of Paradise promised by the Prophet, 
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his way between the tents, for the dense network of the tent- 
ropes. When the Prince reached the first of the pavilions, the 
^ards and servants came out to meet him from all sides, and 
walked in his service till he drew near the sitting-place of his 
sire, who knew of his approach. So he issued forth Iijs marquee 
and, coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. 
Then they relumed together to the royal pavihon, and when 
they had seated themselves therein and the guards had taken 
up their station in attendance on them, the King said to Al- 
Abbas, ‘‘ O my son, get ready thmc affair, so we may go to our 
own land, for that the lieges in our absence are become as they 
W'ere sheep lacking shepherd.” Ai-Abbas looked at his father 
and w(pt till he fainted, and when he recovered from his fit he 
improvised and recited these couplets:— 

1 embraced him,' and straight I \\a\t drunk the smell * Of a fresh 
young br.anch wont in ucalth to dwell. 

Yea, drunken, but not by the wine; nay, Hwas • B} draughts from his 
lips that like \\inc-cup'; 

For Beaut}' \\rotc on his cheek’s fur page * ‘*Oh, his charms! take 
refuge fro* danger fclP I ” 

Mine eyes, be easy, since him yc saw; • Nor mote nor blearness with 
you shall incll: 

In him Beauty showeth fro* first to fine, * And bindcth on hearts bonds 
un frangible: 

An thou kohl tliyself witli his cliock of light • Thon’l) find but jasper 
and or in slelle®. 

The cinders came to reproach me \\heri • For him longing and pining 
my licart befell 

But I fear not, I end not, I turn me not • From his life, let tell-tale his 
talc e’en tell: 

By Allah, forgetting ne*cr crossed my thought * While by life-tic 
bound, or when ends my spell: 

An I live I %\ill h\e m his lo^c, an I die * Of love and longing, Til ciy, 
“Tls^^cll^* 

Mow when Al-Abbas had ended his verses, Ins father said to 
him, “ I seek refuge for thee with Allah, O my son I Hast thou 
any want thou art powerless to win, so I may endeavour for thee 
therein and lavish my trcasuies in its quest ? ” Cned Al-Abbas, 
“O my papa, I ha\e indeed an urgent need, on whose account 


1 Again, '*he" for “she," making the lover’s address more courtly and 

delicate^ refuge ^Mth Allah from the evil e> e of her charms 

3 j p , an thou prank or adorn th>sclf I have translated literally, but the 
couplet strongly suggests “ nonsenbc verses 
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I came forth of my mother-land and left my people and my home, 
and affronted penis and horrors and became an exile, and I trust 
in Allah that it may be accomplished by thy magnanimous 
endeavour.” Quoth the King, “ And what is thy want ? ” and 
quoth Al-Abbas, “ I would have thee go and ask for me to wife 
]\Ianyah, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is 
distracted with lo\e of her.” Then he recounted to his father his 
adventure from first to last. When the King heard this fiom his 
son, he rose to his feet and, calling for his charger of parade, 
took horse with four-and-twxnty Emirs of the chief officers of 
his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King 
of Baghdad w^ho, wdien he saw" him coming, bade his chamberlains 
open the doors to them, and going down himself to meet him 
received him wnth all honour and hospitality, and carried him 
and his into the palace; then causing make ready for them 
carpets and cushions, sat dowm upon his golden throne and 
seated the guest by his side upon a chair of gold, framed 
in jumper-wood set wnth pearls and jew'els. Pr^'sently he bade 
bring sweetmeats and confections and scents, and commanded 
to slaughter four-and-tw’enty head of sheep and the like of oxen, 
and make ready geese and chickens and pigeons stuffed and 
boiled, and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats 
w"ere ser\ ed up m vessels of gold and sih er. So they ate their 
sufficiency, and wdien they had eaten their fill, the tables w’ere 
removed and the wdne-ser\dce set on and the cups and flagons 
ranged in ranks, wdiilst the ^Mamelukes and the fair slave-girls 
sat down wnth zones of gold about their w^aists, studded 
wnth all manner pearls, diamonds, emeralds, rubies and other 
jew*els. I\Ioreo\ er, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there 
presented themselves before him twenty damsels with lutes 
and psaltenes' and viols, and smote upon instruments of music 
playing and performing on such wise that they moved the 
assembly to delight. Then said Al-Aziz to the King of Baghdad, 
** I would fain speak a w’ord to thee; but do thou not exclude 
from us those w"ho are present. An thou consent unto my wash 
thine is ours and on thee shall be whatso is on us-; and w’e 'will 
be to thee a mighty forearm against all unfriends and foes ” 

I Anib “ Santir ** Lane (M E , chapt wm ) desenbes it as resembling 
(dulcimer or zither) but ^\xth two oblique peg-pieces instead of one. 
and double chords of wire (not treble strings of lamb‘s gut), and pla) ed upon 
with two sticks instead of the little plectra "Dozy also gi\es Santir from 
xl/aKrr)piox\ the FsaltrCm of Daniel 

whi(^ IS OUTS shall be thine, and that which is incumbent on 
tnee snali be incumbent on us=we wnll assume th} debts and responsibilities 
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Quoth Ins bin Kays, ** Say what thou O King, for indeed 
thou ovcellcst in speech and in whatso thou sayest dost hit the 
mark.” So said to him, ** I desire that thou marry thy 

daughter Manyah to my son Al-Abbas, for thou knoncst what he 
hath of beauty and loveliness, brightness and perfect grace, and 
his frequcntation of the valiant and his constancy m the stead of 
cut-and-thrust.” Saul Ins bm Kays, “ By Allah, O King, of my 
love for klariyah, I ha\e appointed her mistress of her own hand; 
accoidingly, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk to him will I 
W’ed her.” Then he arose to his feet and going in to his daughter, 
found her mother wdth her; so he set out to them the case and 
iMariyah said, “ O my papa, my wash follow eth thy w'ord and my 
will ensueth thy will; so w’hatsoever thou choosest I am obedient 
to thee and under thy dominion.’' Therewith the King knew that 
Man\ah inclined to AbAbbas; he therefore returned forthright 
to King A\’\ 7 az and said to him, “ May Allah amend the Ivingi 
Vfinly, the wish is w^on and there is no opposition to that thou 
commandest. ” Quoth Al-A/i/r, By Allah’s leave are washes 
won. How' deemest thou, O Kmg^, of fetching Al-Abbas and 
documenting the marriage-contract betw’cen Manyah and him ? ” 
and quoth Ins bin Kays, ‘‘ Thine be the rede.” So AI-Aziz sent 
after his son and acquainted him with tliat which had passed; 
w'hereupon Al-Abbas called for four-and-tw^enty mules and ten 
horses and as many camels, and loaded the mules with fathom-long 
pieces of sdk and rugs of leather and boxes of camphor and musk, 
and the camels and horses with chests of gold and silver. Eke 
he took the richest of the stuffs and, wrapping them in xvrappers 
of gold-purfled siik, laid them on the heads of porters,^ and they 
fared on wdlh the treasures till they reached the King of 
Baghdad's palace, wdiereupon all who wxrc present dismounted in 
honour of Al-Abbas and, escorting him m a body to the presence 
of Ins bin Kays, displayed to the King all that they had xvith 
them of things of pnee. The King bade carry all this into the 
store rooms of the Hanin and sent for the Kazis and the witnesses, 
who wrote out the contract and married klariyah to Al-Abbas, 
wdiereupon the Prince commanded slaughter one thousand head 
of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they spread the bride- 
feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, men of tents 
and men of towms, and the banquet continued for the space of ten 
days. Then Al-Abbas w^ent in to iMari} ah in a commendable and 

I This passage is sadl} disjointed in the te\t I ha\e followed 
Mr Pajne’s ordering 
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auspicious hour and lay with her, and found her a pearl unthndden 
and a goodly filly no rider had ndden^; wherefore he rejoiced and 
was glad and made meny, and care and sorrow ceased from him, 
and his life was pleasant and trouble departed, and he ceased not 
abiding with her in most joyful case and in the most easeful of 
hfe till seven days were past, when King AbAziz resolved to set 
out and return to his realm, and bade his son seek leave of his 
father-in-law to depart v;ith his wife to his own country. So 
Al-Abbas spoke of this to King Ins, who granted him the 
permission he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel,^ 
taller and more valuable than the rest of the camels and, loading 
It with apparel and ornaments, mounted Manyah in a litter 
thereon. Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst 
kettle-drums beat and the trumpets blared, and set out upon the 
homew^ards way. The King of Baghdad rode forth w’lth them 
and companied them three days* journey on their route, after 
which he farew^elled them and returned wuth his troops to Baghdad. 
As for King Al-Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day, and 
gave not over going till there remained but three days’ journey 
behveen them and Al-Yaman, w'hen they despatched three men of 
the couriers to the Prince’s mother to report that they w'ere bring¬ 
ing with them Manyah, the King’s daughter of Baghdad, and 
returning safe and laden with spoil. When the Queen-mother 
heard this, her wnt took w*mgs for joy, and she adorned the slave- 
girls of AbAbbas after the finest fashion. Now he had ten hand¬ 
maids, as they w^ere moons, w^hereof his father had carried five 
with him to Baghdad, as hath erst been set forth, and the 
remaining live abode wuth his mother. When the dromedary- 
posts^ came, they wxre certified of the approach of AbAbbas, and 
when the sun easted and their flags were seen flaunting, the 
Prince’s mother came out to meet her son ; nor on that day w^as 
there great or small, boy or grey-beard, but w^ent forth to greet 
the king. Then the kettle-drums of glad tidings beat and they 


1 The Arab of noble tnbe is alwajs the first to mount his oun mare he 
also greatly fears her being put out to full speed b> a stranger, holding that 
this should be re5er\ cd for occasions of life and death; and that it can be 
done to perfection onlj once during the ammaVs life. 

2 The red (Ahmar) dromedary like the white-red (Sahab) were most 
valued because they are supposed best to bear the heats of noon, and thus 
"red camelsis proverbially used for wealth When the head of Abu Jahl 
was brcmgbt in after the Battle of Bedr, Mohammed exclaimed, " ’Tis more 
acceptable to me than a red camel < ” 

3*^1 couriers on dromedaries, the only animals used for sending 
messages over long distances 
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entered in the nlniost of pomp and the extreme of magnificence; 
so that the tribes and the townspeople heard of them and brought 
them the richest of gifts and the rarest of presents, and the Prince’s 
mother rejoiced with joy exceeding. They butchered beasts and 
spread mighty bride-feasts for the people and kindlqd firps,^ that 
it might be visible afar to townsman and tribesman that this was 
the house of hospitality and the stead of the 'wedding-festival, to 
the intent that, if any passed them by, it should be of his owm sin 
against himself. So the folk came to them from all districts and 
quarters, and in this w\ay they abode days and months. Presently 
the Prince’s mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that 
assembly; wdiereupon tliey came and the ten damsels met. The 
queen seated five of them on her son’s right hand and other five 
on his left, and the folk gathered about them. Then she bade the 
five who had remained with iier speak forth somewdiat of poesy, 
so they might entertain therewith the seance and that AbAbbas 
might rejoice thereat. Now she had clad thorn in the costliest of 
clothes, and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and 
moulded w^orkof gold and silver and collais of gold, wTought with 
pearls and gems. So they paced fo^wxird, w ith harps and lutes 
and zithers and recorders, and other instruments of music, before 
them, and one of them, a damsel (wdio came from the land of China, 
and w’hose name was Ba’uthah), advanced and screwed up the 
strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head 
and recited these couplets — 

Indeed your land rctiimed, when you returned, » To whilom light 
which overgrew' its gloom: 

Green grew' the land that was afore dust-brown, • And fiints that 
failed again show cd riping bloom : 

And clouds rained treasures after ram had lacked, • And plenty 
poured from earth’s rc-opcning w omb 
Then ceased the woes, my lords, that gairod us woep, ♦ With tears 
like dragons’ blood, our se\crance-doom, 

Whose length, by Allah, made me yearn and pine, * Would Heaven, 
O lady mine, I w'crc thy groom I 


I These guest fires are famous in Arab poGtr) So Al-Hariri (Ass of 
Banu Ilaram) sings — 

A beacon fire I ever kindled high , 

te ,on the hill-tops near the camp, to guide benighted travellers Also the 
Lamlyat al-Ajam says — 

The fire of hospitality is ever lit on the high stations 
This natural telegraph was used in a host of wa>s by the Arabs of The 
Ignorance: for instance, when a hated guest left the camp they lighted the 
“Fire of Rejection," and cried, “Allah, bear him far from us 1 " Nothing 
was more ignoble than to quench such fire 
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When she had ended her song, all who were present were 
delighted, and Al-Abbas rejoiced in this* Then he bade the 
second damsel sing somewhat on the same theme. So she came 
forward and, tightening the strings of her harp, which was of 
balass ruby,' raised her voice in a plaintive air and improvised 
these couplets:— 

Brought the Courier glad news of our absentees,- « To please us 
through those who had wrought us unease; 

Cried I, “ My life ransom thee, messenger man, • Thou hast kept thy 
faith, and thy boons aic tlicse ” 

An the nightlets of union in you we jo\cd, * When fared \ou, naught 
would our grief appease; 

You sw are that folk w»oulcl to folk be true, • And you kept your oaths 
IS good faith decrees. 

To }ou made I oath true lo\cr am I, • Hca\ca guard me when sworn 
from all perjuries: 

I fared to meet you and loud I cried, ** Aha, fair welcome when come 
\ou please 1 ” 

And I jo>cd to meet you and when 3 on came, * Dcckt all the dwclhng 
with tapestnes, 

And death in }our absence to us was dight, • But 3’oui presence 
bnngeth us life and light. 

When she had made an end of her aerse, Al-Abbas bade the 
third damsel (wdio came from Samarkand, of Ajam-land, and whose 
name w'as Rummanah) sing, and she answered, “To hear is to 
obey.'* Then she took the zither and cr}dng out from the midst 
of her head, recited and sang these couplets®.— 

T^ly watering mouth declares thy in\rtlc-clicck my food to be • And 
cull my lips thy side-face rose, wlio lily art to me * 

And twn\t the dune and down there shows the fairest flower that 
blooms » W^hose fruitage is gran ado's fruit with all gran ado’s blec * 
Forget my lids of cyne their sleep for magic eyes of him; * Naught 
since he fared but drowsj’ charms and languorous air I see. 

He shot me down with shaft of glance from bow' of e3’cbrow' sped; * 
What Chamberlain^ betwixt his e3’es garred all my pleasure flee ? 

1 I f , of rare wood, set wnth rubies 

2 I f . whose absence pained us 

3 !SIr. PajTie and I have long puzzled o\ er these enigmatical and possibly 
corrupt Ines* he wrote to me in 18S4, “This is the first piece that has 
beaten me*’ In the couplet abo\e {\ol xu. 230) “Rajhdni** roa} mean 
“ mj basil-plant *’ or •• my food “ (the latter Koranic), “ my compassion,** etc ; 
and Susani is equally ancipitous. *'my lilies** or “my sleep*** see Bard al- 
Susan=les douceurs du sommeil in Al-Mas*udi. \ol mi 168 

4 The “Nika,*' or sand hill, is the swell of the throat the Ghaur or 
lowland is the fall of the \nust, the flower is the breast 

5 Arab “ Hajib,** CNcbrow or chamberlain, sec %ol ni night clxxxi 
The pun is classic^, used bj a host of poets including Al-Harirl 
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Haply shall heart of me seduce his he.irt by weakness* force • E*cn as 
Ins own scducti\e |,Tacc garred me Io\e-aihncnt dree. 

I’or an by him forgotten be our pact and co\enant * I ha^c a King 
who nc^er mil forget m3' rnemor3'. 

His sides be mock the bending charms of w'aving Tamarisk/ • And lu 
his beaut>'-pridc he w’alks as drunk with coquetr\' 

His feet and legs be feather-light whenever he deigns to nm • And sa}', 
did an}' ndc llic w ind except 'tw^ere Solomon = ? 

Therewith Al-Abbas smiled, and her verses pleased him. Then 
he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing (now she w^as 
from the Sundown-land^ and her name was IBalakhsha), so she 
came forxvard and, taking the lute and the /ather, tuned the strings 
and smote them in many modes; then she returned to the first, 
and improxdsing sang tlu^se couplets,— 

When to the stance all for pleasme hied - Thy lamping oyes illuniincd 
Its o\cry side; 

Wlule pla3ing round iis o’er tlic winc-fulI bowl • Tho«;c necklacc-pearlt> 
old wine with pleasure plied/ 

Till wits the Wisest drunken b) her grace « Hetra3cd for joxatice 
secrets sages hide, 

And, seen the cup, we bade it circle louf.d • W’lnle sun and moon 
spread radiance side and wide 

We raised for lo\er veil of love perforce * And came glad Mdings which 
new jo\s applied • 

Loud sang the camel-guide; won was our v ish • Nor was the secret 
b}' the sp3* espied : 

And, when in> davs were blest by umon-hhss • And to all-parting 
Tune was aid denied, 

Each ’bode vuth other, cle.ir of rneddJmg “^pv*, * Nor feaied we h ite of 
foe or ncighboiir-pndc 

The sky was bnght, friends came and severance fared • And Love-in- 
union rained boons multiphed 

Sa3'ing, “ Fulfil fair union, all aie gone Rivals and ferrs lest shaming 
foe deride ”. 

Friends now conjoined are* wrong passed aw a}, » And nieetmg--(ip 
goes round and joys abide : 


t Arab ’’Tarfah " There is aTarfia Island in the Guadalqmvir. and in 
Gibraltar a "Tarfah Alto opposed to "Tarfah bajo ’ But it must not be 
confounded with Tarf=a side, found m the Maroccan term for "The Rock ' 
Jabal al-Tarf= Mountain of the Point (of Europe) 

z For Solomon and his il3ing carpet see vol 111 night cc 

3 Arab " Bildd al-Maghnb (al-AKsa." in full) = the Farthest Land of 
the setting Sun, shortly called Al-Maghnb and the people " Magbnbi" 
The earliest occurrence of our name Morocco or Marocco I find in the 
" Marakijah" of AI-Mas’udi (in 241). who apparent!) applies it to a district 
whither the Berbers migrated 

4 The necklace-pearls are the cup-bearer s teeth 
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On you be Allah’s Peace with every boon • Till end the dooming years 
and time and tide. 

When Balakbshfi had ended her verse, all present were moved to 
delight, and Al-Abbas said to her, Brava, O damsel! Then he 
bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing (now she was from 
the land of Syria, and her name was Rayhanah ; she was passing 
of voice, and when she appeared in an assembly all eyes were 
fixed upon her), so she came forward and taking the viol (for she 
was used to play upon all instruments) recited and sang these 
couplets:— 

Your me-wards coming I hail to sight; • Your look is a joy driving woe 
from sprite: 

With you lo\ e is blest, pure and white of soul; * Life’s sweet and my 
planet grows green and bright: 

By Allah, you*wards my pine ne’er ceased * And your like is larc and. 
right woithy hight. 

Ask my eyes an e’er since the da} }e ^\ent • They tasted sleep, looked 
on lover-wight: 

My heart by the parting-day was biokc, *- And iny wasted body betrays 
my plight: 

Could my blamcrs see in what grief am I, * They had wept in wonder 
my loss, my blight I 

They had joined me in shedding torrential tears, * And like me a-morn 
had shown thin and slight. 

How long for your love shall your loNer bear • This weight o’er much 
for the hill’s strong height ? 

By Allah, wiiat then for your sake was doomed * To my heart, a heart 
by its woes turned white 1 

An show'cd I the fires that aye flare in me, • They had ’flamed Bastern 
world and earth’s Western site. 

But after this is my love fulfilled • With joy and gladness and mere 
delight; 

And the Lord who scattered hath brought us back, * For who doeth 
good shall of good ne’er lack. 

When King AhAziz heard the damseks song, both words and 
verses pleased him, and he said to Ai-Abbas, “ O my son, veniy 
long versifying bath tired these damsels, and indeed they make us 
yearn after the houses and the homesteads with the beauty of 
their songs. These five have adorned our meeting with the charm 
of their melodies, and have done well in that which they have said 
before those who are present; so we counsel thee to free them for 
the love of Allah Almighty.” Quoth Al-Abbas, “ There is no 
command but thy command ”; and he enfranchised the ten damsels 
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in the assembly; ^vlicreupon they kissed the hands of the King and 
his son, and prostrated themselves m thanksgiving to the Lord of 
All-might. Then they put off that which was upon them of orna¬ 
ments and, laying aside the lutes and other instruments of music, 
kept to their houses like' modest women and veiled, and fared not 
forth.' As for King AI-Anz, he lived after this seven years and 
was removed to the mercy of Almighty Allah ; when his son Al- 
Abbas bore him forth to burial as bescemeth kings, and let make 
for him prelections and professional recitations of the Koran. He 
Icept up the mouniing for his father during four successive weeks, 
and \vhcn a full-told month had elapsed he sat down on the throne 
ofthe kingship and judged, and did justice and distributed silver and 
gold. lie also loosed all who w*erc in the jails and abolished gnev- 
ances, and customs dues, and righted the oppressed ofthe oppressor; 
so the lieges prayed for him, and loved him, and invoked on him 
endurance of glor}' and continuance of kingship, and length of 
life, and eternity of prosperity and happiness. The troops submitted 
to him, and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there 
came to him presents from each and ovoxy land the kings obeyed 
him and many were his warnorsand his grandees, and his subjects 
Ihcd w'lth him the most easeful of lives and the most delightsome. 
Meainvhile, he ceased not, ho and his beloved, Queen Mariyah,in 
the most enjoyable of life and the pleasantest, and he was vouchsafed 
by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and affection 
between (hem, and the longer their companionship was prolonged, 
the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure 
each from other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to 
the Diwan, when he would return to her in the liveliest that might 
be of longing. And after this fashion they abode in all solace of 
life and satisfaction till there came to them the Destroyer of 
delights and the Severer of societies. So extolled be the Eternal 
Whose sway endureth for ever and aye, Who never unheedeth 
neither dieth nor slecpeth ! This is all that hath come do^vn to 
us of their talc, and so the Peace ! 


I In these unregenerate da>s they mouM often be summoned to the 
houses of the royal family; but now they, becoming freed women, were 
resolved to be ** respectable In not a few Moslem countries men of wealth 
and rank marry protcssional singers who, however loose may have been their 
artistic lives, mostly distinguish themselves by decency of behaviour often 
pushed to the extreme of ngour Also jeune coquette, vicille devotee, is a rule 
of the world, Eastern and “Westeni. 
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SHAHRAZAD AND SHAHRYAR.* 

King Siiahryak marvelled at this history' and said, “ By Allah, 
venly, injustice slayeth its folk'!” And he ivas edified by that 
wherewith Shahrazad bespoke him and sought help of Allah the 
Most High. Then said he to her, “ Tell me another of thy tales, 
O Shahrazad; supply me i\ith a pleasant story and this shall be 
the completion of the storj^-telhng.” Shahrazad replied, “With 
love and gladness 1 It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that 
a man once declared to his mates, I will set forth to you a means 
of security against annoy. A friend of mine once related to me 
and said :—Wo attained to security against annoy, and the ongin 
of It Mas other than this; that is, it was the following*.— 


TALE OF THE TWO KINGS AND THE 
WAZIR’S DAUGHTERS.' 

I ovcRTRAVELLED wliilomc lands and climes and towns and visited 
the cities of high renowm, and traversed the ways of dangers and 
hardships. Towards the last of my life I entered a city of the 
cities of China,'’ wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the 


1 Bresl Edit ,\ol xii p 383 (night mi) The king is called as usual 
“Shahrban," A\hich is ncarl> synonymous A^ith Shahryar 

2 I f, the old Smdibad-Nameh (see vol iv night dlxxviu) or the 
“Malice of Women/’ which the Bresl Edit entitles, “Tale of the King 
and his Son and his Wife and the Seven Wa^irs ” Here it immediately 
follows the Tale of Al-Abbas and Many ah, and occupies pp 237-383 of \ol 
Ml (nights dccccKxi\-m) 

3 I ^ , those who commit it 

4 The connection between this pompous introduction and the story' which 
follows IS not apparent The “Tale of the Two Kings and the Wazit’s 
Daughters ’’ is that of Shahrazad told in the third person, in fact a rechauffe 
of the Introduction But as some three years have passed since the mamage, 
and the denoument of the plot is at hand, the Princess is made, with some art, 
I think, to lay the whole affair before her husband in her own words, the 
better to bnng him to a “ sense of his duty' “ 

5 Bresl Edit , vol xii pp 384-412 

6 This clause is taken from the sequence, where the elder brother’s 
kingdom IS placed in China 
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Tobbas' and the Cresars.^ Now that city had been peopled with 
its inhabitants by means of justice and equity; but its then king 
was a tyrant dire who despoiled lives and souls at his desire; 111 
fine, there was no 'ivarming one’s self at his hre,® for that, indeed, 
he oppressed the bclie\ing band and wasted the land. Now 
he had a younger brother, who was king in Samarkand of the 
Persians, and the tw’o kings sojourned a Avhile of time, each in 
his owm city and stead, till they yearned unto each other, and the 
elder king despatched his Wazir to fetch his younger brother. 
When the Minister came to the King of Samarkand and ac¬ 
quainted him w'Uh his errand, he submitted himself to the bidding 
of his brother and answered, ** To hear is to obey.’* Then he 
equipped himself and made ready for way fare, and brought forth 
his tents and pavilions. A wdiile after midnight he w’ent in to 
his wife that he might farewell her, and found wnth her a strange 
man lying by her in one bed. So he slew^ them both and, dragging 
them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth on his march 
When he came to his brother’s court, the elder king rejoiced 
in him w'lth joy exceeding, and lodged him in the pavilion of 
hospitality beside his owm palace. Now' this pa\ilion overlooked 
a flower-g 4 irden belonging to the elder brother, and there the 
younger abode with him some days. Then he called to mind 
that which his wufe had done wdth him and remembered her 
slaughter, and bethought him how^ he wms a king, yet w'as not 
exempt from the shifts of Time; and this affected him wth 
exceeding affect, so that it drave him to abstain from meat and 
dnnk, or, if he ate anything, it profited him naught When 
his brother saw' him on such wase, he deemed that this had 
betided him by reason of severance from his folk and family, and 
said to him, “ Come, let us fare forth a-coursing and a-hunting.** 
But he refused to go with him ; so the elder brother w'cnt to the 


1 For the Tobbas ~ Successors or the Him) antic kings, see vol i 

night x\n , , , , , 

2 Kajasirah, opp to Akdsirah, here and in inan> other places 

3 Sec \ol 1 night \lv King Kiilajb {** little dog”) akWa'il, a 
powerful chief of the Banu Ma*ad m the Kasin distnct of Najd, who was 
connected with the war of AhHasus He is so called because he lamed a 
pup (kulajb) and tied it up in the midst of his Hima (domain, place of pasture 
and water), forbidding men to camp within sound of its bark or sight of his 
fire Hence “more masterful than Ku!a>b,” A P 11 145, and Al-Hann, Ass 
wvi (Chciicr), p 448) This angrj person came by his death for W’ounding m 
the udder a trcspassingcamcl (Sorab) whose owner was a woman named Basus 
Her friend (lasus) blew him, and thus arose the famous long war between 
the tribes \Va*il Bakr and Taghhb It gave ongm to the sajing, “Pie thou, 
and be an expiation for the shoc-latchet of Kulaj b 
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chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. Now, 
as he was diverting himself by looking out upon the flower-garden 
from the latticed window of the palace, behold he saw his brother’s 
wife, and with her ten black slaves and ten slave-girls. Each slave 
laid hold of a damsel, and another slave came forth and did the 
like with the queen; and when they had their \\nlls one of other 
they all returned whence they came. Hcreat there betided the 
King of Samarkand exceeding surprise and solace, and he was 
made whole of his malady little by little. After a few days his 
biother returned and, finding him cured of his complaint, said to 
him, “ Tell me, 0 my brothei, what was the cause of thy sickness 
and thy pallor, and what is the reason of the return of health to 
thee and of rosmess to thy face after this^ ” So he acquainted 
him with the w hole case, and this v as grievous to him; but they 
hid their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth 
a-pilgnmaging and adventuring at hap-hazard, for they deemed 
that there had befallen none the like of what had befallen them. 
Accordingly they went forth, and as they journeyed they saw by 
the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon w^ere five 
padlocks, and sunken deep in the midst of the salt sea, under the 
guardianship of an Ifnt; yet, for all this, that woman issued out 
of the ocean and opened those padlocks, and coming forth of those 
chests did what she would with the two brothers after she had 
practised upon the Ifnt. When the two kings saw that woman’s 
fashion, and how she circumvented the Ifnt who had lodged her 
111 the abyss of the mam, they turned back to their kingdoms, and 
the younger betook himself to Samarkand, whilst the elder 
returned to China and contnved for himself a custom in the 
slaughter of damsels, which was, his Wazir used to bring him 
every night a girl with whom he lay that night, and when he 
arose in the morning he gave her to the I^Iimster and bade him 
do her die. After this fashion he abode a long time, w’hilst the 
folk murmured, and God's creatures w^ere destroyed, and the 
commons cned out by reason of that grievous affair into which 
they were fallen, and feared the wrath of Allah Almighty, dread¬ 
ing lest He destroy them by means of this. Still the king 
persisted in that practice, and in his blameworthy intent of the 
lulling of damsels and the despoilment of maidens concealed by 
veils,^ wherefore the girls sought succour of the Lord of All-might, 
and complained to Him of the tyianny of the king and of his 


I Arab *' ^lukhaddardt,'* maidens concealed behind curtains and veiled in 
the Harem 
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oppression. Now the king's Wazir had two daughters, sisters 
german, the elder of whom had read the books and made herself 
mistress of the sciences, and studied the wTitings of the sages and 
the stories of the cup-companions,' and she was a maiden of 
abundant lore and knowledge galore and wit than Avhich naught 
can be more She heard that wdiich the folk sufiered fiom that 
king in his inisusagc of their children , whereupon ruth foi them 
gat hold of her, and jealousy, and she besought Allah Almighty 
that lie would bring the king to ienounce that his new^ and 
accursed custom,- and the Lord answ’ered her prayer. Then she 
consulted her younger sister and said to hei, I mean to de\ise 
a dcMce for fieeing the childien of folk, to wit, I wall go up to 
the king and ofier myself to marry him, and when I come to his 
presence I will send to fetch thee. When thou cornest in to 
me and the king hath had his carnal will of me, do thou say 
to me;—O my sister, let me hear a story of thy goodly stories, 
wherewith we may beguile the waking hours of our night till the 
d.iAvn, when w^e take lea\c each of other , and let the king hear 
it likewise !*' The other replied *‘Tis avcII , forsure this con¬ 
trivance will deter the king from this innovation he puictiseth, 
and thou shall be requited with fa\our exceeding and recompence 
abounding in the woild to come, for that, indeed, thou peiilcst 
thy hfc, and wilt either perish or win to thy wish.” So she did 
this and Fortune fa\oured her, and the Divine direction wms 
vouchsafed to her and she discoveicd her design to her sire, the 
\Vazir, who thereupon forbade her, fearing her slaughter. How¬ 
ever, she repeated her w’ords to him a second time, and a third, 
but he consented not. Then he cited to her a parable, wduch 
should deter her, and she cited to him a parable of import 
contrar}' to his, and the debate ivas prolonged betwxen them 
and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he was 
poweiless to tuin her from hci purpose, and she said to him, 
“There is no help but that I marry the King, so haply I may 
be a sacrifice for the children of the ^loslems: either I shall 
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.” When the 
Ministei despaiied of dissuaaing her, he w^ent up to the king 
and acquainted him wnth the case, saying, “I have a maiden 


Ilf, the professional Kawis or tale reciters who learned stones by heart 
from books like *’ The Arabian Nights '' Sec my Terminal Esba> 

2 Arab "Bid’ah,** ht = an jnno\alion, a new thing, an m\entJon, any 
change from the custom of the Prophet and the unnersal practice of ^le Faith, 
Avhethef it be in the cut of the buird or a question of state policy Popularly 
the word = heterodoxy, heresy, but theologically it is not ^fccessaniy used 
in a bad sense See vol.av night ccccwv. 
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(laughter and she dcsireth to give herself in free gift to the 
King*” Quoth the King, How can thy soul consent to this, 
seeing that thou knowest I abide but a single night with a girl, 
and when I arise on the morrow 1 do her dead, and *tis thou 
who slajest her, and again and again thou'hast done this?*’ 
Quoth the Wpzir, ** Know*, O king, that I have set forth all 
this to her, yet conbentccl she not to aught, but needs must 
she have thy company, and she chooseth to come to thee and 
present herself before thee, albeit I have cited to her the 
savings of the sages; but she hath answered me with more 
than thrt w’hich I said to lier, and contrarnvise.” Then quoth 
the king, “ Suffer her visit me this night, and to-morrow 
morning come thou and take her and kill her; and by Allah, 
an thou slay her not, I will slay thee r nd her also!” The 
Minister obeyed the king‘s bidding and, going out from the 
presence, returned home. When it w as night he took his elder 
daughter and earned her up to the king; and wdien she c^ime 
bef^e him she wxpt^; wdiereupon he asked her, “ What canseth 
thee ^Yeep'^^ indeed, ’twas thou who wnlledst this," She 
answ'cred, “I weep not but of longing after my little sister; 
for that, since we grew" up, I and she, I have never been 
parted from her till this day; so, an it please the King to send 
for her, that 1 may look on her, and listen to her speech and 
take my fill of her till the morning, this w^ere a boon and an 
act of kindness of the King.” So he bade fetch the damsel, 
and she came Then there befell that which befell of his union 
with the elder sister, and w’hen he went up to his couch that 
he might sleep, the younger sister said to her elder, “Allah 
upon thee, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a tale 
of thy goodly tales, wdierewnth we may beguile the w^atches of 
our night, ere day dawm and parting.” Said she, “ With love 
and gladness ”, and fell to relating to her, whilst the king 
listened. Her story was goodly and delectable, and whilst 
she w'as in the midst of telling it the dawm brake. Now" the 
king’s heart clave to ‘the heanng of the rest of the stor}", so 
he respited her till the morrow; and w’hen it was the next 
night, she told him a tale concerning the mar\"els of the lands 
and the w’onders of Allah’s creatures, which W"as yet stranger 
and rarer than the first. In the midst of the recital appeared 
the day, and she w^as silent from the permitted say. So he let 


I About three parts of this sentence have been, supplied by IMr. Pa^ne, the 
careless senbe hav ing cv idenilj omitted it 



435 


Ihh oj ihe Tioo Kiu^s and the IVazif^s JJaughfers 

her live til! the following night, that lie might hear the nd of 
llic histor^^, and after that slay her. On this wise it fortuned 
\\ith her, but as regards the people of the city, they rejoiced 
and *s\crc glad, and blessed the Wazir’s daughters, man'clhng 
for that three days had passed and that the king had not put 
his bride to death, and exulting in that he had returned to the 
wa}s of righteousness, and would nevci again burthen himself 
with blood-guilt against any of the maidens of the city. Then, 
on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary 
ad\ciiturc, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of 
Kings and W'azirs and Notables. Brief, she ceased not to 
entertain him many days and nights, ^\luIe the king still said to 
himself, “ When as I shall have heard the end of the tale, I will 
do her die,” and the people redoubled their marvel and admiration. 
Also the folk of the circuits and cities heard of this thing, to wit, 
that the king had turned from his custom and from that winch he 
had imposed upon himself, and had renounced his heresy, wherefor 
they rejoiced and the Iicges returned to the capital and took up 
their abode therein, after they had departed thence; and they 
were constant in prayer to Allah Almighty that He vould stabhsh 
the king in his present stead.” “And this,” said Shahrazad, 
“is the end of that which my fnend related to me.” Quoth 
Shahryar,* O Shahra/ad, finish for us the tale thy friend told 
thee, inasmuch as it resemblcth the story of a King \\ horn I knew; 
but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city 
and what they said of the affair of the King, so I may return from 
the case wherein I was ” She replied, “With love and gladness 
Know, O auspicious king and lord of nght rede and praiseworthy 
meed and prowest of deed, that, when the folk heard how the 
king had put away from him his malpractice and returned from 
his unrighteous wont, they rejoiced in this with joy exceeding 
and offered up prayers for him. Then the}’' talked one with 
other of the cause of the slaughter of the maidens, and the wise 
said, “ Women are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand 
alike.” Now when King Shahryar heard this story he came to 
himself and, awaking from his drunkenness,^ said, “ By Allah, 
this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I 
was in reprobation and danger of judgment till thou turnedst 


1 Al-Mas’udi (\ol n , p 213) uses this term to signify viceroy in 
•« Shahryah Sajastan “ 

2 I r , his indifference to the pnnciples of right and Mrong, which, is a 
manner of moral mto\ication 


Suppicmeuta! Nights, 


436 

me back from this into the right way, extolled be the Causer of 
causes and the Liberator of necks * ” presently adding, Indeed, 
O Shahiazad, thou hast aAvakened me to many things and hast 
aroused me from mine ignorance of the right/’ Then said she 
to hijn» “ O chief of the kings, the wdse say :—^The kingship is a 
building, wdiereof the troops arc the base, and w^hen the founda¬ 
tion IS strong, the building cnduieth ; “wherefore it behoveth the 
king to stiengthen the foundation, for that they say, Whenas the 
base is weak, the building falleth. In like fashion it besitteth 
the king to care for his troops and do justice among his lieges, 
even as the owner of the garden caretli for Ins trees and cutteth 
aw^ay the w’ecds that have no profit in them; and so it befitteth 
the king to look into the affairs of his Ryots and fend off oppres¬ 
sion from them. As for thee, O king, it behoveth thee that thy 
Wazir be virtuous and experienced in the requirements of the 
people and the peasantry; and indeed Allah the I\Iost High hath 
named his name' in the history of Musa (on w’hom be the Peace !) 
when lie saith:—And make me a Wazir of my people, Aaron 
Now could a Wazir have been dispensed wdthal, Moses, son of 
Imran, had been w’orthier than any to do without a Minister. As 
for tile Wazir, the Sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private 
and public, and know*, O king, that the likeness of thee with 
the people is that of the leach wnth the sick man; and the 
essential condition of the Minister is that he be soothfast im his 
sa}nngs, reliable in all his relations, rich in ruth for the folk, and 
in tenderness of transacting wuth them. Verily, it is said, O king, 
that good troops be like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee 
not, thou still smellest the fragrance of them; and bad entourage 
be like the blacksmith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest 
his evil smell. So it befitteth thee take to thyself a \drtuous 
"Wazir, a veracious counsellor, even as thou takest unto thee a 
wife displayed before thy face, because thou needest the man’s 
righteousness for thine owm right directing, seeing that, if thou do 
righteously, the commons wdll do right, and if thou do wTongously, 
they also wnll do wrong.” When the ICing heard this, drowsiness 
overcame him and he slept and, presently aw*aking, called for the 
candles; so they w’ere lighted, and he sat down on his couch and, 
seating ^hahrazad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the 
ground before him and said, O king of the age and lord of the 
time and the years, extolled be the Forgiving, the Bountiful, w*ho 
hath sent me to thee, of His grace and good favour, so I have 


Ilf, hath mentioned the office of "Wazir (in Koran xx 30) 
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incited thee to longing after Paiadise, for verily this which thou 
was wont do ivas ne\er done of any of the kings before thee. 
Then laud be to the Lord who hath directed thee into the right 
way, and who fioni the paths of frowardness hath diverted thee^ 
As for women, Allah Almighty makelh mention of them also 
when He saith in His Holy Book —Truly, the men who resign 
themselves to Allah^ and the w^omcn who resign thomsehes, and 
the truc-belicving men and the triic-I)ehe\mg women, and the 
devout men and the devout w'omcn, and truthful men and truthful 
w'oinen, and long-sufienng men and long-suffering women, and 
the humble men and the humble w'omen, and charitable men and 
charitable women, and the men who fast and the w^omen wdio 
fast, and men wdio guard themselves and w^omen wdio guard 
themselves, and men who are constantly mindful of Allah and 
w^omen who are constantly mindful, for them Allah hath prepared 
forgiveness and a rich rcwvard ^ As for that w^hich hath befallen 
thee, verily, it hath befallen many kings before thee and their 
wonidi have hlsed them, lor aJi they were more wajestica} of 
puissance than thou, and mightier of langship and had troops 
more manifold. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, 
concerning the wiles of women, that wdiereof I should not make 
an end all my life long; and indeed, in all these my nights that I 
have passed before thee, I have told thee many tales of the 
wheedling of w*omen and of then craft; but soothly the things 
abound on me*'; so, an thou please, O king, I wull relate to thee 
somcw'hat of that w^hich befell olden kings of perfidy from their 
women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of 
these deceivers. Asked the king, How^ so ? Tell on”, and she 
answered, Hearkening and obedience It hath been told me 
O king, that a man once related to a company the following 
talc of 


THE CONCUBINE AND THE CALIPH.^’’ 

Onh day of the days, as I stood at the door of my house, and the 
heat was excessive, behold, I saw^ a fair woman approaching, and 


Iff. Moslems, uho practise the Religion of Resignation 

2 Koran wxiii 35 fins is a proemmm to the ‘'revelation*' concerning 
Za\d and Zaynab 

3 t r , I haNC an eml)aiia.s de nchesse m my repertory 

4 The title IS from the Brcsl Edit (\ol xu pp 39S’402) Mr Payne 
calls It " The I‘a\ouiUc and her Lo\er 
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with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going 
till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and asked me, 
‘‘Hast thou a draught of waterAnswered I, “Yes, enter 
the vestibule, 0 my lady, so thou mayst drink.’* Accordingly 
she came in and I went up into the house and fetched two 
gugglets of earthenware, smoked with musk^ and full of cold 
water She took one of them and discovered her face, the better 
to drink; whereupon I saw that she was as the rising moon or 
the resplendent sun, and said to her, “O my lady, wilt thou not 
come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air 
cool, and aftervMrds fare thee to thine own place ? ” Quoth she, 
“ Is there none with thee ? ” and quoth I, “ Indeed I am a 
bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a wight in 
the site-, whcicupon she said, “ An thou be a stranger, thou art 
he in quest of whom I was going about.” So she went up into the 
house and doffed her walking dress, and I found her as she were 
the full moon I brought her what I had by me of food and drink 
and said to her, “ O my lady, e\cuse me: this is all that is ready”; 
and said she, “ This is right good® and indeed ’lis what I sought.” 
Then she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after 
which I brought her a casting-bottle of musked rose-water, and 
she washed her hands and abode v/ith me till the season of imd- 
afternoon prayer, when she brought out of the parcel she had with 
her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment^ and a gold-worked 
kerchief and gave them to me; saying, “ Know that I am one of 
the concubines of the Caliph, and we be forty concubines, each of 
whom hath a cicisbeo who cometh to her as often as she would 
have him; and none is \\nthout a lover save myself, wherefore I 
came forth this day to get me a gallant, and now I have found thee. 
Thou must know that the Caliph lieth each night with one of us, 
whilst the other nine-and-thirty concubines take their ease with 
the nme-and-thirty masculines, and I would have thee company 
with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of 
the Caliph and sit awaiting me in such a place, till a little eunuch 
come out to thee and say to thee a certain watch-word, which is. 
Art thou Sandal ^ Answer Yes, and wend thee with him.” Then 


1 The practice of fumigating gugglets is universal in Egypt (Lane, M E , 
chap V ), but I never heard of musk being so used 

2 Arab " Laysa fi ‘ 1 -diyan dayjar a favourite jingle 

3 Arab *‘Khayr ICathir’* (pron Katir) which also means “abundant 
kindness " 

4 Dozy says of “ Hunaym (Halm), II semble etre le nom d’un vetement 
On which we may remark, Connu ^ 
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she took leave cf me and I of her, after I had strained her to my 
bosom and thrown my arms round her neck and we had exchanged 
kisses awhile* So she fared forth and I abode patiently expecting 
the appointed day, till it came,'when I arose and went out, intend¬ 
ing for the tr}sting-placc, but a fuend of mine met me by the way 
and made me go home A\ith him* I accompanied him, and when I 
came up into his sitting-chamber he locked the door on me and 
walked out to fetch wdiat we might oat and drink. He was absent 
until midday, then till the hour of mid-aftemoon prayer, w'hereat I 
w’as chagrined wuth sore concern. Then he was missing till sun- 
doivn, and I was like to die of vexMtion and impatience; and 
indeed he returned not and I passed my night on wvike, nigh upon 
death, for the door w’as locked on me, and my soul was like to 
depart my body on account of the assignation. At daybreak my 
friend returned and, opening the door, came in, bringing with him 
mcat-pudding^ and fntters and bees' honey, and said to me, By 
Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I w’as wnth a company 
and they locked the door on me and have let me go but this very 
moment.*' I returned him no reply; however, he set before me 
that which was with him, and I ate a single mouthful and went out 
running at speed so haply I might overtake the rendezvous w^hich 
iiad escaped me. When I came to the palace, I saw^ over against 
it cight-and'thirty gibbets set up, wdiereon were eight-and-thirt)' 
men crucified, and under them cight-and-thirty* concubines as 
they w’cre moons. So I asked the cause of the crucifixion of the 
men and concerning the women m question, and it w^as said unto 
me, The men thou seest crucified the Caliph found with yonder 
damsels, who be his bed-fellows." When I heard this, I prostrated 
myself in thanksgiving to Allah and said, “The Almighty re¬ 
quite thee w'ltli all good, O my fnend * " For had he not invited 
me and locked me up in his house that night, I had been crucified 
wdth these men, w^herefore Alhamdolillah—laud to the Lord* 
“ On this wdse ” (continued Shahrazad), “ none is safe from the 
calamities of the world and tlie vicissitudes of Time, and in proof 
of this I vdll relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and 
stranger than this. Knows Oking, that one said to me:—A fnend 
of mine, a merchant, told me the following tale of 


I Arab Ilansah* see vol i night xin Westerns make a sad mess 
of this dish when they describe it as une sorte d'oUa podttda (the hotch-pot), 
nnc pAUc dc viandes, de froment et de legumes secs (Al-Mas udi, vni 438) 
Whenever I liavc eaten Jt, it was always a meat pudding, for which see vol 1 

night escaped because she was sleeping with the Caliph and a 

second because she had kept her assignation 
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THE CONCUBINE OF AL-MAAMUN.'” 

As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair 
woman, as she w’crc the moon at its rising, and with her a 
hand-maid. How I w^as a handsome man m my time, so that 
lady sat down on my shop,” and buying stuffs of me, paid the 
price and \vent her ways I asked the girl anent her, and she 
answ^ered, ** I know not her name.’' Quoth 1, “Where is her 
abode?" Quoth she, “In heaven"; and I, “She is presently 
on the eaith; so when doth she ascend to heaven, and where 
IS the ladder by which she goeth up*^?’' The giri retorted, 
“She hath her lodging in a palace betwx^en two rivers,^ that 
IS, in the palace of Al-lMaamun ai-Iiakim bi-Amn 'llah.'*" Then 
said 1, “I am a dead man, without a doubt"; but she replied, 
“ Have patience, for needs must she return to thee and buy 
other stuffs of thee." I asked, “And how^ cometh it that the 
Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out ? " and she 
answ^ered, “ He loveth her wnth exceeding love, and is wrapped 
up in her and crosseth her not.” Then the slave-girl went 
aw^ay, lunning after her mistress; whereupon I left the shop 
and followed them, so I might see her abiding-place. I kept 
them m Mew^ all the wm}^ till she disappeared from mine oyes, 
wdien I returned to my place*, wdth heart a-fire. Some days 
after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me: I refused 
to take the price, and she cned, “ We have no need of t^hy 
goods.” Quoth I, “O my lad}^ accept them from me as a 
gift”, but quoth she, “Wait till I try thee and make proof of 
thee.” Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave 


1 Mr Payne entitles it, “ The Islcrcbant of Cairo and the Favounte of 
the Khahf el Slamoun el Hakim bi Amnllah 

2 See my Pilgrimage (i loo) the scat would be on the same bit of 
boarding where the master sits or on a stool or bench in the street 

3 This is true Cairene chaff, gue and take, and the stranger must 
accustom himself to it before he can be at home with the people 

4 t f , in Rauzah-island see ^ ol iv night ccccvxvi 

5 There is no historical person who answ ers to those names, The Secure, 
the Ruler, by Commandment of Allah ” The cognomen applies to two 
soldans of Egypt, of whom the later Abu al-Abbas Ahmad the Abbaside (A H 
1261-1301) has already been mentioned m The Nights (vol lu night cccKwix 
The tale suggests the earlier Al-Hakim (Abu Ah al-Mansur. the Fatimite, 
A D 995-1021), the God of the Druze “peisuasion " , and the tale-teller may 
have purposely blundered in changing l^Iansur to Maamun for fear of 
offending a sect which has been most dangerous in the matter of assassination 
and which is capable of becoming so agaai 
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me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, ‘‘Trade with this till 
1 return to thee/’ So I took the purse, and she went away 
and returned not till six months had passed. Meanwhile, I 
traded with the money, and sold and bought and made other 
thousand dinars profit on it. At last she came to me again, 
and I said to her, “ Here is thy money, and I have gained 
with It other thousand ducats”; and she, “Let it he by thee, 
and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have 
departed from thee, go thou to AI-Rauzah, the Garden-holm, 
and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the edifice is 
accomplished give me to know^ thereof.” So saying, she left 
me and w ent aw’ay. As soon as she wms gone, I betook myself 
to AI-Raiizah and fell to building the pavilion, and when it w^as 
finished I furnished it wdth the finest of furniture, and sent to 
tell her that I had made an end of the edifice; whereupon she 
sent back to me, saying, “ Let him meet me to-morrow about 
daylireak at the Zuwajdah gate and bring with him a strong 
ass.” I did as she bade and, betaking myself to the Zuw’a 3 dah 
gate at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse 
back, awaiting her even as I awaited her. As w^e stood, behold, 
up she came, and with her a sla\e-gnrl. When she saw^ that 
^mung man, she asked him, “Art thou here ^ ” and he answered, 
“ Yes, O my lady ” Quoth she, “ To-day I am invited by this 
man* wait thou wend with usand quoth he, “Yes.” Then 
said she, “ Thou hast brought me hither against my wall and 
parforce ^^'’llt thou go w itb us in an}^ case ^ ” He cried 
“ Yes, )es,” and we fared on, all three, till v.^e came to Al-Rauzah 
and entered the pavilion The dame diverted herself awhile 
with viewang its ordinance and furniture, after which she doffed 
her walking-dress and sat down wath the young man in the 
goodliest and chiefest place Then I fared forth and brought 
them what they should eat at the first of the day, presently! 
again went out and fetched them W'hat they should eat at the last 
of the day and brought for the twaain wine and dessert, and 
fruits and flowers After this fashion I abode in their service, 
standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, “Sit,” nor 
“Take, eat,” nor “Take, drink,” w*hile she and the young man 
sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching 
her, and hopping over the ground^ and laughing They remained 

1 Arab “’Ala kulh hdl" = * whatever maj betide/* or “vvilly-niny ’* 
Tne phrase is suit popular 

2 1 he dulce desipere of joung lovers, he making a buffoon of himselt to 
amuse her 
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thus awhile and presently she baid, “Hitherto we have not 
become drunken; let me pour out.” So she took the cup, and 
crowning it, gave him to drink and plied him with wine, till 
he lost his wits, when she took him np and carried him into a 
closet. Then she came out, wnth the head of that youth in her 
hand, while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on her eyes, 
neither questioning her of the case; and she asked me, “What 
be this?” “1 wot not,” answered I, and she said, “Take it 
and thrown it into the river.” I accepted her commandment, and 
she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife 
and cut the dead man’s body in pieces, which she laid in three 
baskets, and said to me, “ Throw them into the nver.” I did her 
bidding, and wdien I returned she said to me, “ Sit, so I may 
relate to thee yonder fellow^’s case, lest thou be affrighted at 
what accident hath befallen him. Thou must know that 1 am 
the Caliph’s favourite concubine, nor is there any higher in honour 
with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, 
w’herem I go down into the city and tarry wdth my whilome 
mistress who reared me; and when I go dowm thus, I dispose 
of myself as I wnll. Kow^ this young man was the son of certain 
neighbours of my mistress, wdien I \vas a Mrgin girl. One day, 
my mistress w^as sitting wdth the chief officers of the palace and I 
wMs alone in the house, and as the night came on, I went up 
to the terrace-roof in order to sleep there, but, ere I was ware, 
this youth came up from the street and, falling upon me, knelt on 
my breast. He wvas aimed with a dagger, and I could not get 
free of him till he had taken my virginity by force; and this 
sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the 
folk for, as often as I came dowm from the palace, he would stand 
in w’ait for me by the way and possess me against my wnll and 
follow me wffiithersoever I w^ent. This, then, is my story, 
and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me, 
and thy good faith and loyal sennee, and there abideth with 
me none dearer than thou,” Then I lay with her that night 
and there befell w’hat befell betw^een us till the morning, when 
she gave me abundant wealth and took to meeting me at the 
pavilion six days in every month After this wise W’'e passed 
a wffiole year, at the end of wffiich she cut herself off from 
me a month’s space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her 
account. When it w’as the next month, behold, a little eunuch 
presented himself to me and said, “ I am a messenger to thee 
from Such-an-one, wffio giveth thee to know that the Commander 
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of the Faithful Irith ordered her to be drowned, her and those 
who nre \vith hei, sK-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at 
Dn}r al-Tin,’ for that they have confes'^ed of lewdness, one 
against other, and she sayeth to thee, Look how thou mayst do 
with me iind how thou mayst contrive to deliver me, even an 
thou gather together all my monc} and spend it upon me, for 
that this be the time of manhood, = Quoth I, I know not this 
woman; belike it is other than I to whom this message is sent, 
so beware, O Eunuch, lest thou cast me into a cleft.” Quoth he, 
^‘Behold, I ha\e told thee that 1 had to say,*’ and ivent away, 
Iea\ing me in sore concern on her account Now w^hen the 
appointed day came I arose, and, changing my clothes and favour, 
(loaned sailors apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold 
and, buying a right good breakfast, accosted a boatman at Dayr 
al-Tin and sat dow n and ate w'lth him , after which I asked him, 
Wilt thou hire me ihy boat?” Answered he, “The Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here ”; and 
he told me the tale of the concubines and how^ tlie Caliph 
purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, 
I brought out to him ten gold pieces and discovered to him my 
case, whereupon he said to me, “O my brother, get thee empty 
gourds, and when thy mistress cometh give me to know' of her 
and I wall contrive the trick.” So I kissed his hand and thanked 
him and, as 1 was walking about, wailing, up came the guards 
and eunuchs escorting the women, who were w’eepmg and 
shrieking and farewelhng one another. The Castrates cried out 
to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the 
sailor, “ Who be this ? ” Said he, “ This be my mate whom I 
have brought to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, w’hilst 
another doth your service. ” Then they brought out to us the 
women, one by one, saying, “Throw’ them in by the Island”, 
and w’C replied, “’Tis well.” Now^ each of them was shackled 
and they had made fast about her neck a jar of sand. We did as 
the neutrals bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after 
other, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress, and J 
winked at my mate. So we took her and carried her out into 
mid-stream, wdiere I threw lo her the empty gourds® and s.iid 


1 •• The Con\ent of CK} **' a Coptic monastery near Cairo 

2 I r , this IS (he time to sho\v th}self a man 

3 The Eastern svicccdaneiim for swimming-corks and other **]ife 
pre^erxers” The practice is \er> ancient we find these gourds upon 
monuments of Egypt and Babylonia 
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her, ** Wait for me at the mouth of the Canal.^** Then we cast 
her in alongside the boat, after we had loosed the jar of sand from 
her legs* and done off her shackles, and returned. Now there 
remained one woman after her: so we took her and drowned her 
and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river 
with the craft till we came to the mouth of Khahj, where I saw 
my mistress aw’aiting me. We haled her up into the canoe and 
returned to our pavilion on AURauzah. Then I rewarded the 
sailor and he tooir his boat and w^ent aw«iy , wdiereupon quoth 
she to me, ** Thou art indeed the friend ever faithful found for the 
shifts of fortune.’^’* And I sojourned with her some days; but the 
shock wTought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting 
aw^ay, and redoubled in languoi and \vcakness till she died. 
I mourned for her with exceeding mourning and buried 
her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my 
owm house and abandoned the building. Now she had brought 
to that pavilion a little coffer of copper, and laid it in a place 
wdiereof I knew not; so, w’hen the Inspector of Inheritances^ 
came, he rummaged the house and found the coffer wnth the 
key in the lock. Presently he opened it, and seeing it full of 
jcw’cls and jacinths and ear-nngs and seal-rings and precious 
stones (and *twas a matter such as is not found save w’lth 
kings and sultans), took it, and me with it, and he and his men 
ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment 
till I confessed to them the wdiole affair, from beginning to end. 
Thereupon they carried me to the Caliph and I told him all that 
had passed between me and her; and he said to me, “ O man, 
depart this city, for I release thee on account of thy courage and 
because of thy constancy in keeping thy secret and thy daring in 
exposing thyself to death.” So I arose forthwith and fared from 
his city , and this is w’hat befell me. 


1 Arab *' Al-Khalij/’ the name, still popular, of the Grand Canal of 
Cairo, whose banks, by-the-b>, are quaint and picturesque as an} thing of the 
kind in Holland 

2 A few lines earlier it was "her neck”, but the jar may have shppod 
down 

3 We say more laconicall} " A friend in need ” 

4 Arab "Nazir ahMaw'arls,” the emplove charged wuth the disposal of 
legacies and seizing escheats to the Crown when Moslems die intestate He 
IS nsualU a prodigious rascal, as in the tcKt The ofiice was long kept up in 
Southern Europe, and Camoens was sent to Macao as " Provedor dos 
defuntos c ausentes *’ 


LND or VOL. II or THE SUPPLEMENTAL NIGHTS 


END OF VOL, IX. 




